
Airdrie, Alberta 

January 2, 2015 

 

The Honourable Jonathan Denis 

Alberta Minister of Justice and Solicitor General  

403 Legislature Building 

10800 - 97 Avenue  

Edmonton,  AB  

T5K 2B6 

 

Dear Minister Denis: 

 

Re:  HIGH RIVER - RCMP FORCED ENTRIES, SEARCHES AND SEIZURES 

 

I am disappointed my previous letter to you dated September 30, 2014 has not warranted an 

acknowledgement nor a reply from your office.  I have attached a copy for your easy reference. 

 

I am writing to you again because certain new information regarding the RCMP's forced entries 

and unwarranted searches and seizures of High River homes has come to my attention.  I believe 

this new information raises certain questions that only you and the Alberta Government can 

answer. 

 

Please find attached a two-page RCMP spreadsheet listing the 609 firearms seized from 112 

High River homes obtained in response to an Access to Information Act request.  Additionally, 

this spreadsheet shows other items seized by the RCMP during their unwarranted entries and also 

shows "location where recovered" for these items.  This "location where recovered" column was 

blanked-out by the RCMP in the first release of this document and was only provided after an 

investigation by the Office of the Information Commissioner. This new information about the 

location of the firearms in the homes is very important because it confirms what High River 

home owners have been telling us, that their firearms were not "in plain view" as claimed 

repeatedly by the RCMP at the time of the seizures and over the last year and a half. 

 

This document also provides clear evidence that the RCMP were kicking in doors and seizing 

guns right up to and including July 10, 2013 - 16 days after the Canadian Armed Forces declared 

there was "No further danger to civilians (life and limb) and evacuations not requested." and 13 

days after a Provincial Declaration of Emergency was declared in High River.   

 

1.  "The Province of Alberta declared of a State of Emergency for the Town of High River on 

June 27, 2013.   This Provincial declaration automatically nullified the emergency powers of 

local High River officials by virtue of Section 22(3) of the Emergency Management Act.   The 

provincial declaration is recorded in this link:  
http://highriver.ca/images/Protective_Services/2014/AfterActionReport_07-28_web.pdf   
 

QUESTION 1:  Who authorized all the forced entries and warrantless entries and seizures 

by the RCMP from and after June 27, 2013?" 
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2.   On April 8, 2014, you responded in writing to a constituent who had concerns about who 

directed the RCMP's actions in High River.  Your e-mail stated: "The decision for the RCMP to 

enter homes in High River was consistent with their duty to protect life during a state of local 

emergency.  These actions were also consistent with the local authority’s powers and obligations 

under such circumstances.  At no time did the Government of Alberta support, endorse or direct 

this to happen."  [Emphasis added] 

And yet, a Canadian Armed Forces e-mail (see copy attached), clearly indicates that provincial 

emergency measures officials were on the ground in High River as early as 8:30 am on June 22, 

2013.  This e-mail was obtained from the Department of National Defence through an Access to 

Information Act request.  On June 22, 2013 at 8:31 am, Lieutenant Colonel Grimshaw of the 

Princess Patricia Light Infantry wrote: "The next coord meeting will occur at 0900hrs at the EOC 

in High River.  I anticipate that the  comprehensive search will be completed by the end of the 

day. There will likely be increased  pressure from local residents to return to their homes.  I will 

be meeting with the provincial EM officer, John Evans later this morning to discuss the re-entry 

and re integration plans for High River." [Emphasis added] 
  

QUESTION2 :  How do you explain the facts in this e-mail with your previous statement 

that, "At no time did the Government of Alberta support, endorse or direct this to 

happen." 
 

3.  On May 22, 2013 you appointed former RCMP Deputy Commissioner, Commanding Officer 

of K Division (Alberta), Bill Sweeney as Assistant Deputy Minister/Director of Law 

Enforcement, Public Security Division.  On June 25, 2014, Mr. Sweeney e-mailed then Asst. 

Commissioner Marianne Ryan asking her for the "legal authorities" she was using to justify the 

RCMP's forced entries into High River homes. (see copy attached) 
  

QUESTION 3: Knowledge of the RCMP's forced entries in High River wasn't made public 

until June 28, 2013.  How did your Assistant Deputy Minister find out about the forced 

entries in High River two days earlier?   
 

QUESTION 4:  If your office didn't have serious doubts about the legitimacy of the 

RCMP's forced entries in High River, why did your Asst. Deputy Minister ask Asst. 

Commissioner Ryan for the "legal authorities" she was using to justify the RCMP's actions 

in High River? 
 

QUESTION 5: Did Asst. Commissioner Ryan provide your office with a copy of the 

"Crown counsel" paper she refers to in her e-mail to your Assistant Deputy Minister?  If 

yes, will you now release a copy of this important document to the public? 
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QUESTION 6 :  We have reports from High River residents that Alberta Sheriff's were 

also helping the RCMP in High River; however, we were told they were ordered out of 

High River.  How many Alberta Sheriffs were helping out in High River?  How long did 

they remain in High River, why were they ordered out and by whom? 
 

QUESTION 7:  A poll taken in High River in August of this year indicates that at least half 

of the residents of High River no longer trust the RCMP to care for their homes in an 

emergency and would refuse an evacuation order.  What is the Alberta Government doing 

to rebuild this broken trust? 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

[Original signed by] 

 

Dennis R. Young 

1330 Ravenswood Drive SE  

AIRDRIE AB   T4A 0P8  

Phone: 587-360-1111 

E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net 

 

cc  The Honourable Jim Prentice, Premier of Alberta 

 Mr. Rob Anderson, MLA 

  

Attachments 

RCMP Spreadsheet - Firearms Seized in High River 

Canadian Armed Forces L/Col. Grimshaw E-Mail - June 22, 2013 

Asst. Deputy Minister Sweeney's E-Mail to Marianne Ryan - June 25, 2013 

Letter to Alberta Justice Minister dated September 30, 2014 

 
 
 















Airdrie, Alberta 

September 30,  2014               

 

The Honourable Jonathan Denis 

Alberta Minister of Justice and Solicitor General 

403 Legislature Building  

10800 - 97 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB  

T5K 2B6 

 

Dear Minister Denis:  

 

Re:  HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES, SEARCHES AND SEIZURES 
 

Congratulations on being reappointed as Minister of Justice and Solicitor General for our province.  Our 

new Premier must have appreciated your efforts under the previous administration and must also have 

great faith in your abilities as he works to get Alberta back on the right track especially in regard to his 

commitment to better protect our rights to own and enjoy property. 

 

I am writing you for your advice and assistance with regard to two issues.  First, section 18 (5.1) of the 

Alberta Emergency Management Act states: "Unless otherwise provided for in the order for a declaration 

of a state of emergency, where an order for a declaration of a state of emergency is made, and there is a 

conflict between this Act or a regulation made under this Act and any other Act or regulation, other than 

the Alberta Bill of Rights or the Alberta Human Rights Act or a regulation made under either of those 

Acts, during the time that the order is in effect, this Act and the regulations made under this Act shall 

prevail in Alberta or that part of Alberta in respect of which the order was made." 

 

Many people are wondering why section 18 didn't protect the residents of High River from the RCMP's 

kicking in the doors to many hundreds of their homes, the unwarranted search of thousands of their 

homes, and the unwarranted seizure of property from more than a hundred homes including a number 

of  arrests and charges being laid (many of which have still not been made public). 

  

Alberta Emergency Management Act  

http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/E06P8.pdf 

 

Alberta Bill of Rights 

http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/A14.pdf 

 

Secondly, I have reached an impasse and am respectfully asking for your assistance with one element of 

my investigation of the RCMP's forced entries and unwarranted searches and seizures of High River 

homes during the flood of 2013.   

 

On September 5, 2013, while I was in High River attending a Town Hall meeting I was approached by a 

fellow retired RCMP officer who told me that the RCMP had applied for a general warrant for their 

searches of and seizures from High River homes and that their application for a warrant had been denied. 

 

I filed an Access to Information Act request with the RCMP and they advised that they were unable to 

locate any record of this warrant application.  I asked the Office of the Information Commissioner in 

Ottawa to investigate and they concluded that the RCMP had conducted a proper search for these records. 
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After this I was informed by a lawyer friend that police in Alberta can apply for warrants over 

the phone and I filed the following FOIP request with your office: "For each of the days for the period 

from June 21st to July 13, 2013, please provide copies of all warrant applications whether made in 

person, in writing, by fax or by phone that make any mention of High River, Alberta.  If the applications 

were made by phone please provide copies of the voice recordings or a transcript of the voice recordings 

of all warrant applications (including approved applications and denied applications) made at any of the 

Alberta Judicial Centres by the RCMP for all residences in High River, Alberta (i.e. a general warrant) 

and individual warrants for specific residences in High River, Alberta." 

 

I received the following response from your office:  "The FOIP Act does not apply to information in a 

court file as per section 4(1)(a) (Records to which this Act applies) of the Act.  Should you require 

this documentation , copies may be obtained directly from the relevant Alberta court."  

 

I am at a loss to where I should now look for these records especially if the RCMP made the warrant 

application by phone. I have no idea where these warrant application records are held, who controls the 

records or the process for accessing them.  Is there a central registry or database for all warrant 

applications the police make over the phone?  My wife is sick with primary progressive multiple 

sclerosis and I am her primary caregiver so I don't have a lot of time to visit court houses in search of 

these records.   I was hoping that your staff would be able to conduct a thorough search of the RCMP 

warrant applications for High River between June 21, 2013 and July 13, 2013 and advise me of the 

results. 

 

Thanks for your time and consideration of this request.  I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

[Original signed by] 

 

 

Dennis R. Young 

1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 

AIRDRIE AB    T4A 0P8 

Phone: 587-360-1111 

E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net 

 

cc  The Honourable Jim Prentice, Premier of Alberta 
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