
Airdrie, Alberta 

September 5, 2014                 MY FILE: 075 

 

 

Ms. Suzanne Legault  

The Information Commissioner of Canada  

Place de Ville, Tower B  

112 Kent Street, 7th Floor  

Ottawa, Ontario  

K1A 1H3  

 

Dear Ms. Legault:  

 

Re:  MISSING INFORMATION COMPLAINT DND FILE:  A-2014-00344 
 

Please find a attached a copy of my original Access to Information Act request and a copy of the 

ridiculous 17-page response I received from the DND dated August 26, 2014 received on 

September 4, 2014.  I wish to complain about the missing information.   

 

I specifically requested the following: Reference is being made to the Department of National 

Defence (DND) involvement in the emergency response to the flood in High River, Alberta in 

June of 2013 and the assistance the Canadian Forces provided to the RCMP to conduct their 

door-to-door searches and seizures.   For the period from June 20, 2013 to present, please 

provide copies of all High River reports, briefing notes, and Question Period notes prepared for 

the Minister (including drafts) and copies of High River correspondence read by the Minister. 

 

The department's response just includes letters related to the request for emergency flood 

assistance from Alberta, the follow-up response from the Minister of Public Safety and the 

Minister of Defence.  The pitiful response from the department fails to provide copies of reports, 

briefing notes, QP notes prepared for the Minister of Defence and fails to provide copies of 

additional correspondence received between June 2013 and May 10, 2014 when I submitted my 

request.  The following points explain why I am convinced a substantial number of records are 

missing from this response.   

 

1. It is impossible given the amount of media coverage of what has happened in High River, 

Alberta and the role played by more than 300 Canadian Armed Forces personnel who 

participated in this action and witnessed and assisted the RCMP initiate forced entries, and 

unwarranted searches of thousands of homes and seizures without warrant of hundreds of 

firearms, ammunition, magazines, other weapons, drugs, stolen property, etc, etc, between June 

20, 2013 to June 27, 2013, for the political staff and bureaucrats in the DND never to have 

prepared reports, briefing notes, QP notes or whatever they called their advice to the Minister to 

avoid ATIP requests such as mine. 
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2. The following exchange of e-mails comes from the department's response to my ATIP request 

(DND File: A-2014-00169) dated August 18, 2014 (See URL to this 109 page document below): 

 
DND ATI RESPONSE - ROLE IN HIGH RIVER LAW ENFORCEMENT - AUG 18, 2014 
https://nfa.ca/sites/default/files/DND%20ATI%20Response%20-

%20Role%20in%20High%20River%20Law%20Enforcement%20Aug%2018%2C%202014.pdf 

 

NOTE: If you have trouble opening this long URL you can also access it through this link 

https://nfa.ca/firearms-facts  and scroll down to the document at the bottom of the page. 

 

(a) PDF page 26 - June 27, 2013, LFWA Desk Officer asks: "Request confirmation whether 

or not CAF personnel assisted with the removal of firearms from High River residences. 

ASAP response is requested." 

(b) On PDF page 27 the follow-up e-mail asks: "The reporter, ____________ is filing on this 

tonight. He's had gun organizations tell him the military entered homes as well. MNDO has 

asked to confirm ASAP if this actually occurred." 

(c) Further on PDF page 27 the e-mail clarifies: "PMO is saying that gun organizations are 

saying this."   

(d) On PDF page 28 Captain Tompkins' e-mail states: "Roger sir. I'll find out." 

 

While the DND's ATIP response never does include the record with what Captain Tompkins 

found out, the fact that the PMO wanted to know if the "military entered homes" and "assisted 

with the removal of firearms" in High River, it is absolutely certain that the Minister received 

reports confirming or denying these actions by his troops, because these actions would have 

meant that the soldiers disobeyed his direct orders and the orders given the troops by the Chief of 

Defence Staff when they were deployed.  Obviously, the Minister and his staff would have been 

even more involved than the PMO.  The only question that raises, is why weren't these records, 

reports, briefing notes, correspondence provided in the DND's response to my request? 
 

 

3.  Also see my letter to Minister of National Defence - Canadian Forces Engaged In Law 

Enforcement In High River - May 19, 2014  - Based on the evidence obtained so far, it appears the 

Canadian Armed Forces aided and abetted the RCMP's unwarranted searches and seizures from 

High River homes. 
http://www.cdnshootingsports.org/2014/05/Letter_re_Canadian_Forces_in_High_River_20140519.html 

https://nfa.ca/news/letter-minister-nicholson-canadian-forces-engaged-law-enforcement-high-river-may-19-2014 
 

If I can see these obvious contradictions in the DND's story, then so can the staff responsible for 

keeping the Minister of Defence fully briefed.  It is inconceivable that there are no records of 

their constant updates to the Minister of the situation related to the CAF's role in High River and 

the media coverage related to it. 
 

4.  The DND has twelve Access to Information Act request files as a result of my requests.  I 

have filed six delay complaints and six missing records complaints with the Office of the 

Information Commissioner.   
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Additionally, most responses were arbitrarily delayed for months and months as a result of 

extensions imposed.  It is obvious that there is a concerted effort by the DND to withhold any 

and all documents that would expose the Canadian Armed Forces to any negative publicity 

related to the forced entries of hundreds of High River homes and the unwarranted seizures of 

firearms from those homes. 

 

The Minister of Defence must have been briefed about the fact that these Access to Information 

Act requests have been filed and that information has been withheld and that there is a high 

possibility that all the records may have to be disclosed once the Information Commissioner 

completes her investigations.  Where are the records of these reports to the Minister? 

 

5.  Soldiers who witnessed the RCMP's illegal and inappropriate acts in High River have 

informed us that they have been told to shut up by their superiors.  This could not have happened 

without the Minister being fully informed of these orders being given. The 330 Canadian Armed 

Forces personnel who were deployed in High River have a side of the story that remains a secret 

to this date.   Surely these soldiers' secrets haven't also been withheld from their own Minister? 

 

6.  While the truth may not be pretty it is vital that the whole truth be told about what actually 

happened in High River.  On August 7, 2014 the National Firearms Association released poll 

results showing that fifty-three percent of decided residents in High River who responded to the 

poll would refuse orders to evacuate their homes in the event of another flood.  See links to 

media coverage below. 

 
SUN NEWS VIDEO - HIGH RIVER FALLOUT - AUGUST 12, 2014 20:12  

Brian Lilley's Interview with Lorne Gunter A new poll shows that the majority of High River residents 

would refuse to leave their homes in the next emergency because of the RCMP's illegal gun grab. 
http://www.sunnewsnetwork.ca/video/featured/prime-time/867432237001/high-river-fallout/3727434608001 

 

CALGARY SUN: RCMP GUN GRAB HAS SERIOUS...REPERCUSSIONS! (Print Edition headline) 

BY LORNE GUNTER, QMI AGENCY - SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 2014 05:00 AM MDT - 57 comments 
http://www.calgarysun.com/2014/08/08/gunter-poll-shows-fallout-from-high-river-gun-grab-continues  
 

CANADA'S NATIONAL FIREARMS ASSOCIATION NEWS RELEASE POLL OF HIGH RIVER 

RESIDENTS SHOWS A DISMAL LACK OF TRUST IN RCMP  

A large percentage of the residents of High River, Alberta would refuse another evacuation order. 
https://nfa.ca/news/poll-high-river-residents-shows-dismal-lack-trust-rcmp 

 

It is vital that the public's trust in the RCMP and the Canadian Armed Forces be restored before 

other towns, cities or provinces in Canada declare a state of emergency, otherwise people will 

put themselves and their families at unnecessary risk, with injuries and deaths being the likely 

result.  A thorough public airing of whole truth and nothing but the truth is the only way to 

restore this trust. 
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7. It could be that these records were excluded from the DND's response to me because they are 

being kept secret by being labeled as "Cabinet confidences".   Having said that there must be a 

record of the Minister being advised of all these "Cabinet confidences" without disclosing the  

Cabinet secrets themselves. While it may be expedient for the department to hide the truth from 

the public and the media it is inexcusable and needs to be corrected by the Prime Minister and 

his Cabinet.   

 

 

Thanks for your help to expedite my previous complaints about missing information on my High 

River ATIP requests and I look forward to working with your investigators on this file.  Please 

have them call if they have any questions. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

[Original signed by] 

 

 

Dennis R. Young 

1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 

AIRDRIE AB  T4A 0P8 

Home Phone: 587-360-1111 

E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net 

 

 

cc  Right Honourable Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada 

 Honourable Rob Nicholson, Minister of Defence 

 Honourable Steven Blaney, Minister of Public Safety 

 Honourable Peter Mackay, Minister of Justice 

 Chairman Ian McPhail, Commission for Public Complaints Against the RCMP 
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