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TYPE 81 

SR
The Type 81 SR is an short-medium range marksman 
version of the Type 81 rifle family. The rifle was 
designed with a number of changes over the standard 
Type 81 to support its role including:

• Heavy profile barrel for increased accuracy
• Thumbhole stock for better ergonomics in precision 
shooting positions (including reversible cheekrest for 
LH shooting) 
• Flat bottom extended handguard, for more stability 
when shooting from rested surfaces  
• 5 Round waffle-pattern magazine for bench and prone 
shooting capability
• Threaded muzzle for attachment of optional 
accessories
• Adjustable trigger Stop screw for added precision
• Lightened trigger pull weight for added precision

Offered in deep blued finish over satin-finish wood 
stock, with threaded receiver pins ready to accept 
side-mount optics. Comes with one 5/5 magazine, oil 
bottle, manual and Gen 2 stock with lifetime warranty. 
Flash hider, sling and scope not included. All parts and 
components are brand new production, not surplus. 

Back in stock, this is the last and final shipment of the 
Type 81 SR. Production line is shut down and there will 
never be a DMR version of the T81 ever again, full stop. 
These are for a limited time, being offered at an insane 
clearance price of just $999. Once sufficient stock has 
been sold, price will go back up to full price of $1500. 
Now optionally available with picatinny side mount.
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This month’s cover image is provid-
ed by Ron Craig and honours the 

many Canadians who died fighting for 
the freedom we all enjoy. That’s a 1945 
vintage No. 4 T sniper rifle in the photo, 
along with a number of other military 
artifacts from that era. See inside this 
issue for the full story on this particular 
rifle. The artifacts include an original 
newspaper from May 8, 1945, the day 
the war officially ended in Europe. The 
full headline reads, “VICTORY - The 
Nazi’s Reign of Bloodshed Ends in Eu-
rope.” These items all rest on the hood 
of an early model 1942 slat grill Willys 
Model MB belonging to military vehicle 
collector Brian Cox. 
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FFrom rom TThehe
EEditor’s ditor’s DDesk  esk  
Al Voth

time required for a printer to create 
the physical magazine and for it to be 
mailed.

Much of the time and effort in put-
ting the magazine together is in-
volved in ensuring the quality of the 
content, something which shouldn’t 
change in a digital world. Of course, 
the quality of digital information var-
ies from abysmal to very good, as any-
one who has ever looked on YouTube 
for a how-to video will acknowledge. 
Producing quality, whether it’s digital 
or print, always takes an investment 
in time and effort.

While both are capable of the same 
quality, it seems to me that it’s always 
higher in print magazines, maybe be-
cause of the greater financial invest-
ment required for them. I receive a 
number of digital magazines, as well 
as print ones, and I always regard the 
print ones more highly than the digi-
tal ones. As a result, I read them more 
thoroughly. Is that simply a reflection 
of my generation, or is that true of 

Print Versus Digital

everyone? I suspect it’s the latter, and 
that print consistently gets more eye-
time than electrons do.

I regularly hear from readers who 
say they read this magazine from 
cover to cover. That’s encouraging 
to know and helps keep everyone 
involved in producing the magazine 
motivated to maintain, and even im-
prove, the quality. There aren’t many 
Canadian publications devoted to 
firearms, making it important to keep 
and support the ones we have, includ-
ing Calibre Magazine and Canadian 
Access to Firearms.

So, whether you’re reading this issue 
of the CFJ in hunting camp, in the 
bathroom or while waiting for your 
flight, I trust you’ll find the content en-
tertaining and educational. And while 
you’re reading, if you start thinking, 
“I could write something like that,” 
then reach out to me at the editor’s 
email address provided on page four 
and we’ll talk. After all, you’re an NFA 
member, so it’s your magazine.  

Readers will be receiving this issue 
of the CFJ in early November, but 

as usual the content is finalized one 
or two months before it ends up in 
anyone’s mailbox. Such is the delay in 
print publications. In a world blessed 
with the fastest communications the 
human race has ever created, this has 
led to some calling print media dead. 
Of course, they’ve been proven wrong 
repeatedly.

There’s no doubt news distribution 
is now dominated by digital media, 
simply because of the speed and low 
cost at which it can disseminated. But 
what about magazines like this one? 
Should the CFJ go digital? That ques-
tion arose recently and caused me 
think about the possibility.

Forgoing paper entirely and just 
sending out a digital version, in either 
a pdf format or a more magazine-like 
digital format, is an option. It would 
certainly be cheaper to produce. But 
it’s interesting to note that it would 
only be faster by a week or two, the 
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President’sPresident’s
Message Message   
Rick Igercich

The NFA has been 
busy attend-

ing events across 
the country, includ-
ing gun shows and 
other firearms-related 
venues, where many 
firearms enthusiasts 
and freedom-loving 
Canadians gather. As 
of this writing, the 
NFA has just finished 
TACCOM 2023, an 
immense success 
this year. Although 
smaller than last year, 
the show attracted 
several thousand pa-
trons, many attending 
the NFA display.

Representing the 
NFA at this year’s 
TACCOM were me 
(Ontario), Vice-President Blair Hagen 
(British Columbia), Provincial Direc-
tors Tom Maven (Ontario), Chuck 
Cote (Quebec), Donald Feltham 
(Atlantic Canada), Hardy Straub 
(British Columbia), Social Media 
Co-ordinator and Digital Creator 
Nathanial Milljour (Alberta), our 
office staff, Ginger (general manager, 
Alberta) and Bev (Alberta), as well 
as field officers Javeed Ahmed Khan, 
Serge Valcourt and Brian Stiebel.

This year’s featured speaker was 
Solomon Friedman, who spoke on 
behalf of Canada’s National Firearms 
Association about the NFA-funded 
Primack versus Canada case, Bill 
C-21 and several additional actions 
affecting law-abiding Canadians. 
The floor was packed with those who 
were wondering what their future is 
with all the Liberal legislation that 
has been coming down the pipe for 
the last few years. Friedman broke 

each Liberal action down and told 
everyone where we currently stand. 
He then took questions from the 
crowd, of which there were many. 
After his presentation, he took addi-
tional questions at the NFA display.

The response at our display was 
overwhelming. Directors were 
asked questions about what’s going 
on in the firearms world regard-
ing the government’s actions and 
what the NFA is doing on behalf 
of law-abiding Canadians. We also 
covered other areas, including the 
inheritance of firearms, specifically 
handguns, with the new C-21 order 
in council; we also touched on court 
cases involving the red flag laws. I 
want to answer some of these ques-
tions in this column.

The question which came up the 
most was the status of the May 1, 
2020, order in council firearms ban 
and what we at the NFA are doing 

to help Canadians 
return to some nor-
mality with the long 
list of guns currently 
locked in their safes. 
The answer to that 
question is, quoting 
Friedman, “There is 
never going to be a 
complete fix, only a 
short-term cure, if the 
NFA-funded Primack 
versus Canada, order 
in council case (which 

as of this writing is currently in the 
judge’s hands for deliberation), goes 
our way, it would only temporarily 
free up our firearms.” The Liberals 
would, without any doubt, again 
start legislation towards the same 
ludicrous goal, which is to disarm 
all Canadians. The only permanent 
solution is a change in government, 
as in the Pierre Poilievre Conserva-
tives who have promised to quash all 
the Liberal firearm bills.

As of this writing, the Trudeau 
Liberals have nothing in place for 
the government to start seizures of 
OIC-listed firearms. The only thing 
the Liberals currently have in play 
is their collaboration with Canadian 
Sporting Arms and Ammunition 
Association (CSAAA), which, in my 
opinion, sold out firearms owners, 
dealers and industry groups across 
Canada for approximately $707,000. 
This was the number decided upon 

  
A Nationwide Effort
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NFA President Rick 
Igercich greets a 
visitor to the NFA 
booth.

Le président de la 
NFA, Rick Igercich, 
accueille un visiteur 
au stand de la NFA.
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in a contract between CSAAA, Marco 
Mendicino and the Liberal govern-
ment to compile a list of firearms and 
components that dealers still have 
on their shelves. As I understand 
it, the contract also stipulated they 
were to create a non-compliance list 
for dealers who are not interested in 
disclosing that information. The NFA 
cut all ties with the CSAAA shortly 
after receiving this information and 
has no intention of rekindling our 
relationship.

The next question frequently asked 
was, what is the status of Bill C-21, 
the handgun freeze? As of this writ-
ing, the bill has reached the Senate 
for SECD meetings and the NFA 
has applied to give evidence, but we 
have not yet received the Senate’s 
position on our application.

We were also asked questions about 
willed handguns, heirs to firearms, 
etc. The NFA takes questions daily 
on what to do and how to deal with 
the passing of a loved one. Contact 
us and we will give you the neces-
sary information on how to deal with 
firearms involved in an estate.

On the legal side, there are sev-
eral cases across Canada where 
individuals request our opinion or 

any case law we can provide. Many 
of these involve charges laid using 
the Liberal’s red flag laws, where 
firearms are sometimes seized for 
no justifiable reason. The police now 
have the power to seize firearms 
from a simple complaint, which usu-
ally does not involve public safety. 
Most of these calls are forwarded to 
Vice-President Blair Hagen, who has 
comprehensive knowledge of the 
Firearms Act and the law and can 
direct the individual to a suitable 
lawyer with experience in these mat-
ters.

What’s next for the NFA? We will 
promote the NFA across Canada, 
meeting and speaking to law-abiding 
firearms owners in their towns and 
cities. As I write this column, I am 
in Newfoundland, attending the 
NFA-sponsored Newfoundland, 
Sportsman and Gun Show in St. 
John’s. This is one of many events the 
NFA participates in. I am glad to say 
I have met many proud Canadian 
firearms owners in this beautiful 
province. They are a great bunch of 
individuals joining the fight for our 
rights and freedoms.

These venues are an excellent way 
for the NFA to get the word out 

about what’s happening in Canada 
regarding our rights and freedoms 
and our fight in Ottawa. We also at-
tract new members unaware of how 
the government is clamping down on 
our sporting and hunting firearms.

Sadly, of Canada’s 2.2 to 2.4 million 
licensed gun owners, only a tiny per-
centage belong to a gun lobby group. 
I stress that we need a strong voice 
amongst the populace to ensure poli-
ticians have no choice but to listen. 
Get your friends and neighbours to 
join the gun lobby. We need a strong 
voice in Ottawa. I think it was a 
rude awakening when the Liberals 
started banning standard hunting 
rifles, along with the May 1, 2020, 
order in council, then implemented 
the C-21 handgun freeze. We need 
to stand together as freedom-loving 
Canadians to fight the Liberals head-
on. There’s no doubt an election is 
looming. Please get out and join your 
local EDA, talk to your MPs and vote 
for the right people in government 
when the election is called and let 
our voices be heard.

And please, if possible, donate to 
the NFA. Your dollars go straight into 
the fight for our rights and freedoms. 
Thank you. 

Message du Message du 
PrésidentPrésident
Rick Igercich

  
Un Effort National 

Alors que l’été tire à sa fin, la 
NFA assiste à divers événe-

ments partout au pays, notamment 
des expositions d’armes à feu et 
d’autres rencontres liées aux armes 
à feu, où se réunissent de nombreux 
Canadiens amateurs d’armes à feu et 
épris de liberté. Au moment où j’écris 
ces lignes, la NFA vient d’assister à 

l’exposition TACCOM 2023, qui a été 
un immense succès cette année. Bien 
qu’elle ait été plus petite cette année, 
l’exposition a attiré des milliers de 
personnes, dont nombre ont visité le 
kiosque de la NFA.

Les représentants de la NFA à 
l’événement de cette année étaient 
moi-même (Ontario), le vice-prési-

dent Blair Hagen (Colombie-Britan-
nique), les directeurs provinciaux 
Tom Maven (Ontario), Chuck Côté 
(Québec), Donald Feltham (Canada 
atlantique) et Hardy Straub (Colom-
bie-Britannique), le coordinateur des 
médias et créateur numérique (Al-
berta), les membres du personnel du 
bureau Ginger (directrice nationale, 
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Alberta) et Bev (Alberta) et 
les agents régionaux Javeed 
Ahmed Khan, Serge Valcourt 
et Brian Stiebel

L’orateur principal cette 
année était Solomon Fried-
man, qui a parlé, au nom de 
l’Association canadienne 
des armes à feu, de l’affaire 
Primack c. Canada, financée 
par la NFA, du projet de 
loi C-21 et d’autres actions 
en justice qui touchent les 
Canadiens respectueux des 
lois. La salle était pleine de 
gens qui se demandent à 
quoi ressemblera l’avenir 
avec toutes les mesures 
législatives que les libéraux 
présentent depuis quelques 
années. Solomon a expliqué 
chacune des mesures et a précisé 
où nous en sommes actuellement. 
Il a ensuite répondu aux questions 
des participants, qui étaient très 
nombreux. Après sa présentation, il 
a répondu à d’autres questions au 
kiosque de la NFA.

L’accueil réservé à notre kiosque a 
été extraordinaire. Des questions ont 
été posées aux directeurs sur ce qui 
se passe dans le monde des armes à 
feu avec les mesures du gouverne-
ment et sur ce que la NFA fait au 
nom des Canadiens respectueux des 
lois. Nous avons également abordé 
d’autres sujets, notamment l’héritage 
des armes à feu, en particulier des 
armes de poing, avec le nouveau 
décret C-21. Nous avons aussi parlé 
des affaires judiciaires impliquant les 
lois sur le signalement. Je vais répon-
dre à certaines de ces questions dans 
cette chronique.

La question la plus fréquemment 
posée portait sur le décret du 1er mai 
2020, qui vise à interdire les armes 
à feu, et sur ce que fait la NFA pour 

aider les Canadiens à retrouver une 
certaine normalité avec la longue 
liste des armes qui sont actuelle-
ment enfermées dans leurs coffres. 
La réponse à cette question est, je 
cite Solomon Friedman : « Il n’y aura 
jamais de solution exhaustive, seule-
ment un remède à court terme, si 
l’affaire Primack c. Canada, financée 
par la NFA (qui, au moment où j’écris 
ces lignes, est devant les juges pour 
délibération), se déroule comme nous 
le voulons. Ça ne ferait que libérer 
temporairement nos armes à feu. » Il 
ne fait aucun doute que les libéraux 
vont à nouveau légiférer pour at-
teindre le même objectif ridicule, qui 
est de désarmer tous les Canadiens. 
La seule solution permanente est un 
changement de gouvernement avec 
les conservateurs de Pierre Poilievre, 
qui ont promis d’abolir tous les pro-
jets de loi libéraux sur les armes à feu.

Au moment où j’écris ces lignes, les 
libéraux de Trudeau n’ont rien pour 
que le gouvernement commence à 
saisir les armes à feu visées par le 

décret. La seule chose 
dont disposent actuel-
lement les libéraux est 
leur collaboration avec 
la CSAAA (Canadian 
Sporting Arms and 
Ammunition Associa-
tion), qui, à mon avis, 
a vendu les proprié-
taires et les vendeurs 
d’armes à feu, ainsi 
que d’autres groupes, 
partout au Canada, 

pour environ 707 000 $. C’est le mon-
tant qui a été retenu dans le cadre 
d’un contrat conclu entre la CSAAA, 
Marco Mendicino et le gouverne-
ment libéral pour dresser une liste 
des armes à feu et des pièces dont 
les vendeurs disposent encore. Si j’ai 
bien compris, le contrat stipule égale-
ment qu’une liste de non-conformité 
sera dressée pour les vendeurs qui 
ne souhaitent pas divulguer cette 
information. La NFA a rompu tous les 
liens avec la CSAAA peu de temps 
après avoir reçu cette information, et 
n’a nullement l’intention de rétablir 
cette relation.

L’autre question fréquemment po-
sée portait sur le statut du projet de 
loi C-21, qui prévoit le gel des armes 
de poing. Au moment où j’écris ces 
lignes, le projet de loi est devant le 
Sénat, pour les réunions du Comité 
SECD, et la NFA a demandé de té-
moigner. Cependant, nous ignorons 
toujours la position du Sénat quant à 
notre demande.

On nous a également posé des 

Message du Message du 
Président Président   
Rick Igercich

  

Solomon Friedman 
speaks to the crowd 
at TACCOM.

Solomon Friedman 
s’adresse à la foule à 
TACCOM.
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questions sur les armes de poing lé-
guées, les héritiers d’armes à feu, etc. 
Tous les jours, on demande à la NFA 
ce qu’il faut faire quand un proche 
décède. Communiquez avec nous et 
nous vous donnerons l’information 
requise sur la façon de traiter les 
armes à feu dans le cadre d’une suc-
cession.

Sur le plan juridique, il existe 
diverses affaires, partout au Canada, 
où des gens nous demandent notre 
avis ou veulent connaître les précé-
dents qui existent. Nombre de ces 
affaires sont liées à des accusations 
portées en vertu des lois libérales sur 
le signalement, des armes à feu étant 
parfois saisies sans raison valable. 
La police a désormais le pouvoir de 
saisir des armes à feu avec une simple 
plainte, qui n’est généralement pas 
liée à la sécurité publique. La plupart 
de ces affaires sont soumises au vice-
président Blair Hagen, qui connaît 
parfaitement la Loi sur les armes à 
feu et le droit, et qui peut diriger les 
gens vers un avocat approprié.

Quelle est la prochaine étape pour 

la NFA ? Nous allons promouvoir 
la NFA partout au Canada, rencon-
trant des propriétaires d’armes à feu 
respectueux des lois. Au moment où 
j’écris cette chronique, je suis à St. 
John’s, Terre-Neuve, où j’assiste au 
Sportsman and Gun Show, parrainé 
par la NFA. C’est l’un des nombreux 
événements auxquels la NFA par-
ticipe. J’ai le plaisir de dire que j’ai 
rencontré de nombreux fiers proprié-
taires d’armes à feu dans cette belle 
province. Ces personnes formidables 
se joignent à la lutte pour nos droits 
et nos libertés.

Ces événements sont une excellente 
façon pour la NFA de dire ce qui se 
passe au Canada quant à nos droits et 
nos libertés et à notre lutte à Ottawa. 
De plus, nous recrutons de nouveaux 
membres, qui ne savent pas comment 
le gouvernement s’attaque à nos 
armes de sport et de chasse.

Malheureusement, sur les 2,2 à 
2,4 millions de propriétaires d’armes 
à feu titulaires d’un permis, seul un 
faible pourcentage fait partie d’un 
groupe de lobbying. Je rappelle que 

nous avons besoin d’une voix forte au 
sein de la population afin d’assurer 
que les politiciens sont obligés de 
nous écouter. Demandez à vos amis 
et à vos voisins de se joindre au lobby 
des armes à feu. Nous avons besoin 
d’une voix forte à Ottawa. Je crois que 
ça a été un choc quand les libéraux 
ont commencé à interdire les fusils 
de chasse, avec le décret du 1er mai 
2020, et quand ils ont imposé le gel 
des armes de poing avec le projet de 
loi C-21.

En tant que Canadiens épris de 
liberté, nous devons nous unir pour 
combattre les libéraux de front. Il ne 
fait aucun doute que des élections 
approchent. Je vous prie de vous 
joindre à votre ACÉ locale, de parler à 
votre député et de voter pour élire les 
bonnes personnes quand les élections 
seront déclenchées. Vous devez vous 
faire entendre.

Et je vous prie également, si c’est 
possible, de faire un don à la NFA. 
Vos dons servent directement la lutte 
pour nos droits et libertés. Merci 
beaucoup. 



A lot of people over the years have 
been confused about gun politics 

in Canada. I know I was.
Then I got a crash course when I 

joined Canada’s National Firearms As-
sociation a few decades ago.

Guns aren’t supposed to be a “Cana-
dian” thing. The cultural elites, main-
stream media and political parties of 
the past adopted a long-term agenda 
of civil disarmament in order to make 
sure guns would never become a Cana-
dian thing, and through their incred-
ible stupidity and ideological arrogance 
ended up making guns a very Cana-
dian thing on several different levels. 
Here’s the good, the bad and the ugly.

Back in the good old days of our 
parents and grandparents, guns were 
a popular tool for putting food on the 
table, and later for the recreational as-
pects of putting food on the table. And 
more. There has always been a strong 
culture of responsible gun ownership 
in this country, whether it be handguns, 
long guns or whatever gun happened 
to be acquired and enjoyed by its 
owner. Those patterns ran largely con-
current with those of our cousins in the 
United States. Gun culture doesn’t stop 
on either side of the border, despite the 
war being waged on it by the govern-
ments and media of both countries. 
But where did the politics come from, 
where did they begin?

It began in the 1960s, when Marxists 
and leftwing progressives in both Can-
ada and the United States embarked 
on a long-term, multi-decade agenda of 
civil disarmament.

Both Canadians and Americans suf-
fered the first offenses of the modern 
era against their rights and property 
in the late 1960s. Those were turbulent 
times, with racial strife, assassinations 
and protests in the United States, and a 
lot of the same in Canada. The Quebec 
FLQ Crisis of 1970 and the imposition 
of the War Measures Act by Pierre 

Trudeau gave Canada a taste of how 
these ideologs viewed our ancient 
rights and freedoms.

Through the 1970s, a cadre of profes-
sional bureaucrats was recruited for 
the civil service and given the man-
date to disarm Canadians. Slowly, if 
need be, and quicker if conditions or 
politics could facilitate it, but this cadre 
of bureaucrats and their descendants 
have never ceased planning and pursu-
ing this. The careers of bureaucrats 
last 20 years or more, and they groom 
their replacements to maintain the 
same ideological attitudes necessary to 
achieve their mandates and goals.

There have been pauses when govern-
ments were disinterested or opposed 
for various reasons, but that is a rather 
recent development. And it coincides 
with the realignment of the conservative 
movement in Canada after the dissolu-
tion of the Red Tory Progressive Con-
servative Party (PC) in 2003. A lot of you 
won’t be familiar with that, being too 
young or not even born at the time, but 
there was a time in Canada when the 

VVice-ice-PPresident’sresident’s
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Looking Back To Go Forward

PC and Liberal parties were barely dis-
tinguishable politically. Both occupied a 
sort of mushy liberal social and econom-
ic playing field where any kind of hard 
concept, principle or belief was looked 
at with a kind of urbane dismissiveness 
based on compromise and a false sense 
of what was good for Canadians.

That all ended in 1993 when the PC 
Party suffered the worst election defeat 
in Canadian history, being reduced to 
two seats in parliament courtesy of the 
worst prime minister in Canadian his-
tory, Kim Campbell. She had dismissed 
the warnings of so many in her party 
and imposed a particularly offensive 
gun law on Canadians in 1991. Cana-
dian voters who believed in rights and 
freedoms knew the jig was up. They 
took their votes to the upstart Reform 
Party, and the rest is history. 

All of this was cemented when Ste-
phen Harper became prime minister 
in 2006. A new politically powerful 
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Getting youth involved in the 
shooting sports is one way to fight 

the cultural war against guns.
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conservative movement was born.
The Conservative Party and conserva-

tive movement in Canada are much 
different institutions than in the past. 
How different? Canadian conservatism 
has finally embraced firearms owner-
ship as a rights and freedoms issue — a 
Conservative value, a legitimate part of 
Canadian culture and heritage, one to 
be defended and fought for. Far from 
the old Red Tory practice of throw-
ing rights and freedoms under the 
bus whenever it suited them, today’s 
conservatives appear to actually believe 
this should not be tolerated.

In the last federal election in 2021, 
party leader Erin O’Toole found out 
the hard way. He reversed direction on 
guns and said he would keep confisca-
tory Liberal measures on rights and 
freedoms in place if he became prime 
minister. Not only did he lose an elec-
tion he should have won against a tired 
and corrupt Liberal government, but 
shortly after he was unceremoniously 
ejected as leader. The Red Tories do 
creep out of the shadows from time to 
time, and when they do they lose.

An incredibly important investment 
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was made in much needed and long 
overdue political change within Cana-
da’s Conservative mainstream political 
party. It paid off in the first firearms law 
reforms in modern Canadian political 
history, the end of long gun registration 
in 2012, and other reforms in 2015. Both 
courtesy of the new Conservative Party 
and government. It was an investment 
in the education of MPs, party actors 
and officials on who Canadians are and 
the type of country they expect to live 
in. Who made that investment? You and 
me, and millions of other Canadians 
from coast to coast to coast.

I have to laugh when I see bromides 
and pleas in the legacy media that the 
Conservatives should return to their 
“Red Tory roots,” especially on social 
issues like firearms, the very platforms 
that contributed to their political inertia 
and many defeats over the decades. But 
no more. For the edification for the few 
serious members of the civil disarma-
ment lobby who read the Canadian 
Firearms Journal, this isn’t your Great 
Aunt’s PC Party anymore.

Canadians who believe in rights and 
freedoms, Canadians who believe 

in the right and cultural tradition of 
firearms ownership, are firmly embed-
ded in the CPC. What’s more, there 
are other parties in the conservative 
movement that embrace these rights 
and freedoms.

I remember many years ago, NFA pa-
triarch and president David A. Tomlin-
son advising that smart political parties 
sought the support of Canadians who 
believe in rights and freedoms, rather 
than attacking them for puerile ideo-
logical goals.

Once again, DAT was proven right. 
We redefined a party, rebuilt a move-
ment and launched Canada into 
the 21st century of modern political 
thought that celebrates and entrenches 
our historic rights and freedoms, rather 
than trading them for short-term politi-
cal goals. It’s enough to make any good 
Red Tory or Liberal cry.

Shortly, we will be electing a new 
government with new and interesting 
possibilities for legislating rights and 
freedoms. Get set. What’s coming may 
be very surprising. That is, if we all con-
tinue to choose to be part of it. 



The Mass Casualty Commission was 
formed after the April 2020 mass 

shooting in Nova Scotia. Its mandate 
was to establish a factual foundation 
to determine what happened before, 
during and after the shooting and to 
discover lessons learned and make 
policy recommendations.

What we got was an investigation 
thoroughly committed to hard left po-
litical policies. It began with the appar-
ently mandatory, stolen land acknowl-
edgement which claimed a 400-year-old 
treaty, made more than a century 
before Canada existed, has not been 
honoured by the government. They 
then declared that the land involved is, 
for some unstated reason, “now consid-
ered sacred by all.” After thus establish-
ing their moral and political gravitas, 
they inserted a trigger warning and 
help line information for people who 
suffered psychological damage from 
merely reading the report. Moves that 
spoke volumes about the commission’s 
opinion of Canadians.

Having established their moral 
worthiness, the report made recom-
mendations which are, by their own 
admission, “far-reaching,” calling for 
mandatory “change across all society.” A 
change that must consist of a “cultural 
shift” of our beliefs and behaviours. In 
a display of both ignorance and bias, it 
proclaimed that gender-based violence 
— universally condemned in Canada 
— is actually the cultural norm, indeed 
an epidemic. Despite almost 40 per cent 
of the victims being male, the report 
focused almost exclusively on violence 
against women. They called for the abo-
lition of “traditional masculinity” and 
demanded a public health education 
campaign to promote “healthy mascu-
linities.” In line with identity politics, 
they asserted that all men, irrespective 
of their own actions, should be held 
accountable to accomplish this. This is a 
repeat of the Montreal massacre where 
the universally condemned actions of 
a lone individual became the “respon-
sibility” of all men. They descend into 
open racism with the claim that the 

perpetrator’s race contributed to his 
impunity from adverse official actions. 
Some 85 per cent of Nova Scotians are 
white and no evidence was presented 
that they are particularly inclined to 
crime or have some sort of racial im-
munity. Further, there was no evidence 
presented that the crimes were racially 
motivated, as all the victims were white.

They go further, demanding major 
political changes requiring the forma-
tion of a powerful government organi-
zation, the Implementation and Mutual 
Accountability Body, to implement the 
report’s recommendations and ensure 
accountability. Failure to submit will 
require a written explanation and will 
be reported. They want to reduce the 
role of courts and police by giving 
equal funding to prevention, shifting 
the focus to “fixing” society as a sort of 
pre-crime response to violent criminals. 
Further, legislation was also demanded 
to establish community safety and well-
being councils composed of leaders 
from all sectors to address the “social 
determinates of community safety and 
well-being.” One can note how actually 
going after violent criminals them-
selves virtually disappears in this focus 
on the “root causes” of our guilty and 
failed society. This approach to crime 
is often referred to as the public health 
approach to society’s ills. This approach 
is based on the belief that because the 
medical community is involved in the 
medical consequences of violence, they 
must be accorded expertise in firearms 
and criminology.

The public health approach is sold as a 
parallel to a law enforcement approach 
that relies on suppression and deter-
rence. The law enforcement approach is 
criticized for failing to generate lasting 
social change. In contrast, the public 
health approach claims that top-down 
social engineering of our culture by 
elites has the ability to transform social 
norms and attitudes towards both guns 
and violence. The public health ap-
proach compares stopping violence to 
stopping epidemics, hence the rheto-
ric about violence “epidemics.” Gun 

violence is analogous to a communi-
cable disease that passes from person 
to person when left untreated. The gun, 
or bullet, is a pathogen or virus causing 
the “disease.” This approach claims to 
reduce violence by reducing pathogens 
(guns) and disinfecting the environment 
by changing beliefs and attitudes. 

ON GUNS
A major finding of the report was 
the complete and absolute failure of 
the entire multi-billion-dollar fire-
arm’s control system to stop a violent 
criminal. The report demonstrates at 
length how “gun control” will never 
stop violent criminals because anyone 
intent on violent crime is not deterred 
by mere administrative laws. The report 
found that:
• 	Licencing was a non-existent barrier 

to attaining firearms.
• 	Firearms classifications and the 

187,000 entry FRT were completely 
irrelevant.

• 	Firearms registration could be easily 
ignored.

• 	Background checks were an adminis-
trative farce.

• 	Safe storage laws were easily ignored.
• 	Carry and transportation laws were 

avoided with little effort.
• 	Import regulations were a mere 

inconvenience easily evaded. In the 
four years spanning 2016 to 2020, 
CBSA seized a mere 4,000 firearms 
from US citizens unaware of our gun 
laws or hoping to avoid taxes. Smug-
gling by criminal groups through 
border points or across 5,000 miles of 
unregulated border was unmeasured 
and for all practical purposes uncon-
trolled.
All it took to evade the massive ad-

ministrative bureaucracy was a willing-
ness to break the law. Violent criminals 
are, without exception, willing to break 
the law. For the law-abiding, gun con-
trol is a legally hazardous, expensive 
mass of obligations and restrictions. For 
the violent criminal, no barrier at all. 
The official pretention that civilian gun 
ownership in Canada is under govern-

The Mass Casualty Commission
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in stopping the criminal within hours.
On this basis, the report demands a 

complete transformation of our society. 
One transformation is the wholesale 
adoption of the public health approach, 
which treats violent criminals as help-
less pawns of social forces beyond their 
understanding. This theory of behaviour 
is little more than a retread of the “Soviet 
new man” which imagines humanity as 
a blank slate the elect can shape with 
laws, institutions and education into a 
new, more worthy, type of human being. 
As for increases in violent crime, they 
can be dismissed as mere turbulence 
as we are moved to a more enlightened 
system. All their recommendations 
can be summed up as more intrusive 
government control of every aspect of 
our lives.

Many commentators have assumed 
that the “anti-crime” crackdown on 
law-abiding gun owners is based on 
misunderstandings. The true intent is 
revealed by the report’s detailed find-
ings showing how administrative laws 
on legal gun ownership do not stop 
violent criminals, then demanding the 
solution is ever more stringent admin-
istrative laws.

To their shame, the commission has 
used the worst mass shooting in Cana-
dian history as a platform for a seven-
volume polemic in support of their 
radical progressive agenda. 

ment control is a fraud. Legal gun own-
ership, hunting and sports shooting by 
the law-abiding are under government 
control. As the report demonstrated, 
illegal ownership and criminal use are 
only feebly and erratically controlled.

Defying the obvious lessons, the 
report demands further restrictions, 
which will also be ignored by violent 
criminals. It recommends that the law-
abiding firearms community receive: 
• 	Severe restrictions on semi-automatic 

sporting arms.
• 	Licensing the possession of ammuni-

tion, with purchase and ownership 
restricted to registered guns (will 
require a new long-gun registry) and 
strict limits on amounts held.

• 	Licensing to buy a magazine.
• 	Firearms license revocation for 

gender-based, domestic violence and 
“hate” (undefined) offences, while 
persons found not to be guilty will 
still have to prove they are not a 
threat.

• 	Immediate confiscation of all firearms 
on an owner’s death, with monitoring 
of owners to trigger confiscation – 
retaining inheritance not an option.

• 	Integrate all firearms records and 
information with foreign countries, 
with no stated controls on privacy of 
gun owners.

• 	More rigorous enforcement, with en-
gagement of anti-violence advocacy 

groups.
• 	Outsourcing firearms policy to inter-

national agencies, such as the Inter-
American Convention Against the Il-
licit Manufacturing of and Trafficking 
in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, 
and Other Related Materials, the 
Protocol Against the Illicit Manufac-
turing of and Trafficking in Firearms, 
Their Parts and Components and 	
Ammunition and the United Nations 
International Tracing Instrument.

• 	Further reporting requirements for 
PAL holders and mandatory informa-
tion collection by federal, provincial 
and local police.

• 	Education programs to stress there 
are no gun rights, only conditional 
privileges, and teach the harms and 
risks of firearms (no benefits to be 
included). 

• 	Establish a legally binding “duty of 
care” requirement for professional 
and advocacy groups, with manda-
tory reporting of concerns.

CONCLUSION
The brute facts of the shootings are that 
a single, deranged individual went on 
a rampage, murdering his neighbours. 
The small, scattered rural police detach-
ments were confronted with a highly 
mobile serial killer disguised as a police 
officer (a one-time event in our history), 
fumbled, scrambled and then succeeded 
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We must not forget those who have 
sacrificed so much to preserve 

our firearms heritage and freedom.
In my opinion, authoritarian regimes 

want everyone to forget the past so 
they can rewrite history as they wish. 
The war in Ukraine is a prime ex-
ample, with the Putin regime wanting 
to re-attach the population and land 
of Ukraine to Russia. Putin insists 
through propaganda that those who 
live in Ukraine are really Russians who 
are lost and must be re-educated to 
align with Russia. If this was truly the 
case, why are the people of Ukraine 
resisting so fiercely? The Ukrainian 
people have not forgotten they are a 
free and independent nation and cul-
ture. It is my belief that right here and 
now in Canada, we have political forces 
who want us to dismiss our history and 
forget we are free individuals. These 
activists are attempting to control 
the media, the printed press and the 
Internet to alter our culture and erase 
our past.

It is my opinion that the cancella-
tion of our culture includes politicians 
down-playing Canada’s role in the First 
and Second World Wars. We have real 
heroes who need to be remembered, 
recognized and celebrated. Not just the 
famed and the medal winners, but the 
ordinary folks, male and female, who 
were willing to risk their lives to de-
fend a concept of a free and democratic 
Canada. These are the citizens who vol-
unteered for service in the Army, Navy 
and Air Force, as well as combat nurses 
and doctors. They include the unrecog-
nized carpenters, mechanics, welders 
and all other tradespeople who built 
our airplanes, the women who worked 
in munitions plants, aircraft factories, 
sewed uniforms, made shoes, packed 
parachutes and much more.

The generation that preceded me 
included many individuals I knew well, 
and they are memorable. My dad tried 
to enlist in the Army; however, due 

to an industrial accident and injury, 
the military determined he was not fit 
enough to serve, so he chose to become 
a civilian employee of the military. They 
put him to work building airbases in 
southern Alberta where the conditions 
were severe.

Sybil’s dad was a squadron leader 
and navigation instructor in the RCAF. 
Her dad, Wilfred Barrell, a schoolteach-
er, enlisted at age 35 in the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force, wanting to be a fighter 

PPreserving reserving OOur ur 
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We Must Not Forget

pilot. His told me that after basic train-
ing, because of his teaching ability and 
excellent mathematical skills, he was 
assigned the rank of squadron leader 
and navigation instructor. The Air Force 
determined he had aged out and was 
too old to be a fighter pilot. That disap-
pointment lasted his entire life.

The men and women of my forma-
tive years, I truly believe them to be 
extraordinary. My nearest neighbour 
when I was a boy was a colonel in the 

Sgt. Christopher 
Heathcote, 
Canadian 
Mounted Rifles.
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SOURCES:

Remembrances of Sgt. 
Christopher Heathcote and the 
author’s collective memory.
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First World War and his den was a 
virtual museum of military memora-
bilia. Another of my neighbours was a 
dispatch rider in the Canadian Army 
and he would share with me harrowing 
tales of adventure and escape. He had 
been blown off his motorcycle, chased 
by the Germans and yet survived. In 
my youth, I was surrounded by those 
who had served and their accounts of 
wartime incidents where riveting.

One of those acquaintances was 
a young man whose first name was 
Eddie. He was the son of a German 
family who had immigrated to Canada 
in the 1920s and was drafted into the 
Canadian Army when he was 18 years 
old. He reported being bilingual was 
a great asset. His most delightful story 
was, having been separated from his 
patrol, he came across another young 
man who was German. He pointed his 
rifle at him and said, “Hands up,” in 
German.

The young German dropped his rifle, 
puts his hands up and said, “You are 
Canadian.”

Eddie replied, “Yes.”
The young German then said, “Take 

me with you.”
Eddie’s worst story was another bi-

zarre incident. He was on night patrol 
with members of his unit when he 
stopped and hunkered down to light 
a cigarette, but his lighter would not 
work. During this time, his comrades 
had moved some distance away, when 
suddenly they were hit by a shell and 
were all killed. These stories remain 
clear in my memory.

My art teacher in middle school 
was a fighter pilot, the principal of 
my middle school was a First World 
War vet. One of our dearest friends, 
Christopher Heathcote, served in the 
Canadian Mounted Rifles in the First 
World War. Chris was born in England 
in 1892, and as a young man served 
in the local militia. He immigrated to 
Canada, becoming a farmer in Indian 
Head, Sask. When the First World War 
erupted, he joined the Canadian Army 
and achieved the rank of sergeant in 
the Mounted Rifles.

Sybil and I became acquainted with 
Chris in the late 1960s. He had re-
cently retired as an employee of the 
federal government. Chris was a very 
nice, quiet, gentle man. We enjoyed 
his company, socializing and shar-
ing meals. When his health began to 
deteriorate, he checked himself into the 

old soldier’s hospital which existed at 
that time in Victoria. During this period 
of decline, I visited Chris every second 
day and we would go for a walk, which 
he very much enjoyed. During the last 
two weeks before he passed away, he 
began to confide to me the horror of 
the First World War.

I would walk with this tiny, frail, little 
old man hanging onto my arm for 
support while he told me of incidents 
of life in the trenches which he had 
suppressed and never shared with 
anyone. I felt honoured during this 
experience, hearing the description of 
rats, water-filled shell holes with fecal 
material and body parts, the surreal 
narrative of combat and how his world 
was reduced to kill or be killed. He was 
wounded twice, shot in the left knee 
and hit by shrapnel which remained in 
his neck, and he was deaf in his left ear. 
These were the memories of an ordi-

nary man. In his final days, I asked him 
how he was able to do it. His short an-
swer was incredible, “It was my duty!” 
When Chris passed away, he left his 
worldly wealth to his remaining family 
members. He left his history, photos, 
medals, discharge certificate and First 
World War memorabilia to me. What 
an honour.

To this day, I am moved by the dedi-
cation of individuals I have known who 
served with honour and a sense of 
duty. We must remember and honour 
all who have served, now and in the 
past, for preserving our culture and 
firearms heritage. 

Squadron 
Leader W.C.M. 
Barrell and 
staff member

N o v e m b e r/ D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3    w w w . n f a . c a   1 5



1 6   w w w . n f a . c a   N o v e m b e r/ D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3



CORRECTING 
LEVER-ACTION  

ISSUES
From a lemon to a hot shooter 

BY AL VOTH

There isn’t much doubt that North 
America is the home of the 

lever-action rifle. It was developed on 
this continent and grew to popular-
ity here. The lever-action really isn’t 
popular anywhere else in the world, 
except as a curiosity hailing from the 
American West. It’s so popular here, 
dealers can’t keep Ruger’s remake of 
the Marlin design in inventory. Selling 
for as much as $2,000 a copy, they van-
ish from dealer’s shelves as quickly as 
they arrive.

Yes, lever-actions are great, and I 
have more than one in my collec-
tion, but they sometimes have issues. 
Another one came to live with me 
recently, and although hopes were 
high for a happy union, in short order 
that rifle started driving me crazy with 
its inability to produce any kind of rea-
sonable accuracy. However, rather than 
initiating a hasty divorce, I decided 
to salvage it, and thus our relation-
ship. Fortunately, some past experi-
ence provided the clue as to where to 
begin. It’s a problem common to many 

lever-actions and so I thought it would 
be worth sharing my problem, and the 
solution, with other lever gun owners. 

PROBLEM CHILD
I first spotted the rifle in question 
at a gun show. It was pretty much 
what I was looking for, in that it was 
a modern version of the Winchester 
1894 in like-new condition and fitted 
with a 24-inch, half-octagon barrel. A 
full-length magazine tube occupied 
the space under the barrel, which was 
chambered for the 38-55 Winchester 
cartridge. The serial number indicated 
manufacture in 2012 by Miroku in 
Japan, with importation by Browning. 
The bore was perfect, with sharp, deep 
rifling suggesting it should shoot cast 
bullets, my intended use for the gun, 
really well. After the usual polite dick-
ering with the seller, the rifle followed 
me home.

I already had dies and all the bullet-
casting materials needed, so it didn’t 
take long to get it ready for a range 
trip. Unfortunately, the results were 

DO  
IT   YOURSELF
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dismal. So dismal, five-shot groups 
at 50 metres were running between 
three and four inches. But that was 
with cast bullets, so I tried some 
jacketed slugs. Same result.

My eyes aren’t as young as they 
used to be, making me think that 
might be part of the problem. I 
intended to put an aperture receiver 
sight on the rifle anyway, so I laid 
out the cash for that addition. Back 
to the range. No change. Groups 
were still hovering in the dismal 
range. Okay, at least now I knew 
why the rifle was for sale. 

DIAGNOSIS 
Looking back on all the groups I’d 
fired, it was obvious there was a lot 
of vertical stringing going on. And 
when I’d take the time to check for 
point of impact after each shot, it 
was always the first one or two bul-
lets which printed high, with the rest 
of a five-shot group going low. That 
is what my detective friends call a 
clue, and I was pretty sure I knew 
what it meant.

All traditional lever-actions have 

the same issue: they have a maga-
zine tube and a wooden forend 
hanging onto the barrel. It’s the op-
posite of what we try to achieve with 
precision bolt-action rifles, where we 
go to great lengths to free-float that 
barrel, preventing it from receiving 
any undue influences in the way of 
pressure points. And all that stuff 
hanging on the lever-action’s barrel 
can do some pretty weird things.

So, in an attempt to diagnose if 
this was the problem, I removed 
the complete magazine assembly. 
On this rifle, it meant removing 
one screw and driving out two pins, 
which left just the forend attached to 
a block mounted on the underside 
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of the barrel. In my initial attempt, I 
elected to leave the forend attached, 
but I did back out the two screws hold-
ing it in place by one half turn each, 
thus giving them just a little room to 
compensate for barrel expansion as it 
heated up from firing.

Back to the range. Again, with the 
same cast bullet handloads I’d used 
before. At the 50-metre line, I spotted 
each shot after firing. The first shot 
was lower than expected, which I took 
as a good sign, but when I got on the 
spotting scope after the second shot, it 
was nowhere to be seen. Likewise for 
the third shot. Rats! Frustrated, I fired 
the remaining two rounds and walked 
up to the target. To my surprise, those 
280-grain chunks of lead had clustered 
in a tight, one-inch group. The second 
and third shots had almost gone into 
the same hole as the first, so I missed 
seeing them entirely.

Diagnosis complete. Same old 
problem. Hang enough stuff on a 
barrel and it ruins accuracy. But this 
rifle, with its magazine tube installed, 
performed worse than any lever-action 
I’d ever seen, making the next step a 
one-by-one reinstallation of parts to 
see where the problem lay. 

PIECE BY PIECE
The first piece back in was the bare 
magazine tube. It’s held in place 
by two pins retaining it to a barrel-
mounted block a short distance from 
the muzzle. The fitting of the tube 
was tight, with no slop of any kind. 
Exactly the sort of thing which can 
cause problems as the barrel heats 
up from shooting, but the magazine 
tube doesn’t. So, before returning 
it to its place, I carefully filed about 
0.008-inch of material from the rear 
end of the magazine tube where it 
fits into the receiver. I reasoned this 
should be enough to prevent bind-
ing as the barrel expands.

Back to the range. Again. More 
bullets downrange produced another 
very decent group at 50 metres. It was 
a little larger than I’d like, but at least 
it was round, with no vertical string-
ing evident. I elected to press on.

Now I added the guts of the maga-
zine tube, consisting of the follower, 
spring and end cap. And, of course, 
the screw which holds the end cap 
in place. That screw is threaded into 
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1] 	 The Winchester 
1894 AE is an 
attractive rifle, 
and with its issues 
resolved it’s now 
ready for the field. 

2/3] 	 With the magazine 
tube assembly 
completely removed, 
the rifle showed  
its potential.

4]	 With the hollow 
magazine tube  
in place, the  
rifle continued  
to shoot well. 

5/6] 	 The biggest offender 
was found to be 
the screw retaining 
the magazine cap 
in place. When 
tightened down, 
it contacted the 
muzzle and ruined 
accuracy.
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the end cap, which is a solid piece 
of steel, but it also has a stub end 
which fits into a shallow, matching 
hole in the underside of the barrel. 
This is apparently to help stabilize 
the front end of the magazine tube.

While driving that screw back in 
place, I noticed it didn’t tighten down 
normally. This caused me to look a 
little closer and do some measuring. 
Sure enough, the screw’s stub was so 
long it was bottoming out in the bar-
rel hole and applying considerable 
upward pressure on the barrel. The 
file came out again and I shortened 
the screw enough so there was no 
upward force applied, but it still fit 
into the hole.

Back to the range. Again. A pair of 
50-metre groups produced 2.50-
inch clusters, with the first shot 
distinctly higher than the others. 
Better. But I’m betting that screw is 
still causing problems, so I trimmed 
the stub off completely, leaving no 
barrel contact at all.

Yes, I know. That step eliminated 
some support the magazine tube 
was getting at the muzzle, but I 

reasoned that was just the suspend-
ers part of a belt-and-suspenders 
solution to keeping the magazine 
tube in place, and the two cross-pins 
were perfectly adequate for the job. 
Besides, if it didn’t work, I could just 
source a replacement screw.

About this time, I also went look-
ing for scope bases for the rifle, 
thinking that, at least for load devel-
opment, a scope would really help 
eliminate sighting errors. So, before 
the next range trip there was a com-
pact Leupold 2-7x mounted over the 
receiver, a nice feature that’s pos-
sible with the rifle’s AE design. 

SUCCESS
Back to the range. Again. This time, 
three consecutive five-shot groups 
printed a 1.12-inch average with cast 
bullets, and with no sign of vertical 
stringing. Stuffing five rounds in the 
magazine tube and firing those also 
showed cycling was unaffected by 
my alterations.

This initial success led to some 
more load development with cast 
bullets, and by tweaking the amount 

of H4895 powder slightly, I’m now 
getting consistent groups hovering 
around one inch at 50 metres.

It was a long trip to go from a 
lemon of a rifle to a hot shooter, but 
it was worth the trouble. If you own 
a lever-action with similar problems, 
consider the steps I followed here to 
diagnose and remedy the issue.

Backing out screws slightly which 
hold the forend, barrel band and/or 
magazine tube in place is something 
worth trying. Just be sure to use 
removable thread-locker to keep 
them in their new position. It seems 
counter-intuitive that this would 
improve accuracy, but it works.

Shortening the magazine tube by 
0.005 to 0.010 inches is worth trying 
for the same reason. And sometimes 
relieving the wooden forend in the 
right place is necessary too. But if 
you really want to see what the rifle 
is capable of, take off everything 
hanging onto the barrel and shoot 
the rifle. Then start putting pieces 
back one by one, testing as you go. 
Work carefully and it can result in a 
transformation.  

7] 	 Backing forend 
retaining screws 
off slightly and 
securing them 
with removeable 
thread locker helps 
prevent barrel-
expansion-induced 
inaccuracy.

7
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Reviewing the RCBS Match Master 
BY LOWELL STRAUSS

SPEEDY 
PRECISION
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I narrowed my eyes, squeezed the 
trigger and flinched as the shot 

rang out on my first-ever handload. 
Despite weighing and double-check-
ing each charge, I feared a mistake 
and its potentially deadly conse-
quences. I opened my eyes, saw the 
rifle hadn’t exploded and breathed 
a sigh of relief. The next shot was 
easier; by the third, I felt the whole 
batch was safe to shoot.

Back at my bench, I continued 
weighing every rifle and handgun 
load with my beam scale. Using a 
dipper and trickling powder by hand 
was painstakingly slow but precise. 
As my shooting volume increased, I 
knew there had to be a better way.

So, I upgraded to an RCBS Charge-
Master electric powder dispenser; 
and it was a godsend to my work-
flow. The ChargeMaster and its spi-
noffs, the Link and Supreme models, 
are great, but the RCBS MatchMas-
ter, the top-tier model, promises 
speed and precision. I recently got 
my hands on this model to put it 
through its paces. 

JUSTIFYING THE COST
At a retail price of about $900 US, the 
MatchMaster is nearly double the 
cost of the ChargeMaster Supreme 
and three times the ChargeMaster 
Link (a smaller lite version). What 
are we getting for this price? And is 
it worth it?

According to RCBS, the Match-
Master in match mode can dispense 
charges at the same speed as two 
ChargeMasters — a hefty claim. 
I like my old ChargeMaster, but 
it takes a while to dispense the 
powder; I find myself waiting on it 
and sometimes fiddling around with 
under and overcharges. I know some 
competition shooters who use two or 
even three ChargeMasters to hasten 
the process. If you use an electric 
powder dispenser for high-volume 
reloading, the MatchMaster’s speed 
alone justifies the price and frees 
up valuable bench space. But the 
MatchMaster does a lot more.

Precision shooters spend time 
and money fine-tuning loads in the 
quest for a low extreme spread (ES) 
and standard deviation (SD). Digital 
scales with 0.1-grain accuracy may 
increase ES and SD. For example, a 
target charge weight of 45.0 grains 
may be between 44.96 and 45.04 

grains. Is this range enough to affect 
velocity? Perhaps. Long-range and 
extreme long-range shooters want the 
maximum shot-to-shot consistency 
they can get and look for a more accu-
rate scale — the MatchMaster (match 
mode) is accurate to 0.04 grains.

The RCBS MatchMaster has two 
modes: standard and match. In 
standard mode, the MatchMaster 
measures powder with +/-0.1-grain 
accuracy, sufficient for many practice, 
hunting and even competition loads. 
This mode is also faster to trickle 
up to the target charge weight. With 
0.04-grain accuracy, match mode 
charges are more consistent and 
should result in lower ES/SD values. 
This level of accuracy (to the indi-
vidual kernel, with some powders) 
takes reloading to the next level. The 
MatchMaster scale in match mode 
is so sensitive that air currents affect 
it. To prevent this, RCBS includes 
a transparent shield that sits over 
the powder pan during dispensing. 

What’s the trade-off for this level of 
accuracy? The match mode trickles 
the charge slower than the standard 
mode; however, this mode is still rela-
tively fast with MatchMaster due to its 
dual powder tubes — large and small.

Depending on the powder type 
(flake, ball, extruded), the Match-
Master has four different dispensing 
speeds that optimize speed without 
overcharging. This powder selector al-
lows fine-tuning, and if it takes a long 
time to dispense, you can test the next 
faster speed to see if there is better 
performance.

Auto and manual settings let the 
reloader choose between the powder 
dispensing automatically when the 
pan is placed on the scale or triggered 
manually for each load. Bluetooth 
technology connects the MatchMaster 
to the RCBS app, where many main 
functions are found, including cali-
brating, load setup and dispensing. 
This app modernizes the MatchMas-
ter, allowing the user to save specific 
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firearms and loads, add notes, record 
firearm information and track total 
round count. The app also provides 
basic runtime stats after each batch. 

PERFORMANCE
After the first couple of loads, I knew 
the MatchMaster Powder Dispenser 
was considerably faster than my old 
ChargeMaster. Its dual tubes auger 
powder amazingly fast and trickle 
up to the charge weight efficiently 
and accurately. Occasionally, 
the MatchMaster dispenses an 
undercharged load. This problem is 
an easy fix. Simply press the trickle 
button to drop a few more kernels 
onto the pan. Trickling can be done 
through the app or directly on the 
machine.

I tested the unit’s dispensing speed 
with Hodgdon Varget, a popular ex-
truded powder, and Alliant Unique, a 
fast-burning powder. These contrast-
ing powders provided interesting data 
about the MatchMaster’s capabilities. 
In standard mode (0.1-grain accuracy), 
charge times for 10 45.0-grain loads of 
Varget ranged from 17 to 21 seconds. 
The total charging time was three 

minutes, 37 seconds, using the auto 
dispense setting. Once I got into a 
rhythm, the MatchMaster easily kept 
pace with my other loading steps. As 
a comparison, a target load of 11.0 
grains of Unique, in standard mode, 
took 10 to 17 seconds.

Switching to match mode (0.04-grain 
accuracy) slowed things down a little, 
as I expected, but still, it delivered ac-
ceptable speeds. The dispensing rate 
over 10 shots varied more, with the 
fastest charge at 20.6 seconds and the 
slowest charge at 27.5 seconds.

Curious, I played around with the 
speed settings, moving from the 
RCBS-recommended #2 (slow) to #4 
(fastest). This really sped things up. 
In 10 to 12 seconds, the MatchMaster 
dispensed the powder and there were 
no under or overcharges. This testing 
and observation let me customize the 
settings for future loads using Varget. 
I learned the results vary by powder. I 
now test each powder to check its fast-
est dispensing speed.

I also wanted to see if charge weight 
made a difference. I randomly picked 
100 grains (a nice round number) 
and dispensed a load. Surprisingly, in 
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The RCBS 
MatchMaster’s 
performance 
eclipses its 

predecessors 
on the author’s 

reloading 
bench.

standard mode (and fastest dispense 
speed), the MatchMaster dispensed 
loads in about 14 seconds, proving 
how efficiently the dual-tube design 
works.

The MatchMaster conservatively 
approaches the target weight and, as 
such, once I have the dispense speed 
dialed in, I see the occasional under-
charge, but overcharges are extremely 
rare. And when an overcharge (which 
can be dangerous when working 
at max loads) occurs, it warns me. I 
dump these errors back in the hopper 
and dispense again.

Emptying the MatchMaster is ge-
nius, as it has a quick drain feature at 
its bottom, a significant improvement 
over older units. To drain the powder, 
simply move the back of the machine 
to the edge of the bench, insert a drain 
tube, place the powder container un-
der it and open the drain. The powder 
pours out smoothly. Once the hopper 
is empty, pressing trickle clears the 
tubes while a few seconds with the 
included brush gets the last kernels 
out of the nooks. Sensors warn the 
operator if the drain is open, prevent-
ing spilling and cursing.

THE VERDICT
When reviewing a product, I usually 
find something I don’t like, or a nice 
feature that needs improvement. 
Not so with the MatchMaster 
— it is an outstanding advanced 
handloading tool. From its intuitive 
setup to dispensing to cleaning, the 
MatchMaster is a joy to operate. 
The RCBS app which supports the 
machine adds convenience and 
functionality, as it eliminates the need 
to press buttons on the machine, 
removing the risk of bumping it and 
causing charging errors. My only 
hesitation is MatchMaster’s price tag, 
but this level of performance and 
accuracy comes at a cost.

If you’re in the market for an 
electronic powder dispenser, I can 
confidently recommend the RCBS 
MatchMaster. While there are several 
ways to measure powder, modern 
electronic powder dispensers are the 
ultimate advanced handloading tool 
on the path to precision.

I continue to weigh powder for my 
rifle loads, and the MatchMaster 
makes this once tedious job fun. And 
less time at the bench and more time 
shooting is a good thing. 
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“Is that an authentic Lee Enfield 
sniper rifle?” a shooter asked 

me during a recent range session. To 
be honest, I didn’t know. I thought my 
rifle was an original 303 British, No. 
4 ‘T,’ but I wasn’t sure. Real or fake? I 
decided to find out.

My first stop was to a firearms 
enthusiast with advanced knowledge 
of firearms, including sniper rifles. 
Brian Cox has not only read exten-
sively about Lee Enfield sniper rifles, 
but he has also examined dozens over 
the years. “Bring the wooden storage 
chest and the scope, plus the metal 
storage tin for the scope,” he told me 
during my phone call when he gra-
ciously offered to inspect my rifle.

After a short drive, I arrived and 
took the large, wooden storage chest 
containing the rifle and scope out 
of my trunk. Cox instructed me to 
place it on a workbench for a detailed 
examination. I was about to start my 
journey to the truth — real or fake. 
But I was also about to learn a lot 
more about the provenance of these 
rare Second World War rifles. 

AN EXPERT OPINION
“The label on top of the box is inter-
esting,” he said. “When the British 
government started releasing these 
rifles, huge numbers were purchased 
by Interarms and Klein’s, a large 
general retailer that also sold sporting 
goods. However, nothing indicates 
this was ever shipped to the US.”

Next, he inspected the leather car-
rying handles attached to the wooden 
chest. “The leather handles are period 
correct, and so are the screws,” he 
explained. Then, he removed the rifle. 
His first comment? The rifle sling was 
not original. I told him the sling was 
on the rifle when I got it. “The Brits 
adapted the American 1907 sling,” he 
told me. Cox said my sling was an af-
termarket, commercial model that was 
too narrow and not a military issue.

As the inspection continued, he 
identified a problem. “This is a re-
placement band, not original to the 
rifle,” he said. He was referring to the 
metal band that secures the wooden 
forend. I asked the obvious question.

“Does this affect the authenticity of 
the rifle?”

“No, it just means that someone 
replaced it,” he said.

“I find it interesting that the maga-
zine is not serial numbered to the 
rifle,” he stated as he continued his 
deep dive into the authenticity of the 
rifle. “Other 303 British, No. 4 ‘T’ rifles 
I have examined have the rifle serial 
number stamped into the bottom of 
the magazine.

“However,” he continued, “this rifle 
was converted by Holland and Hol-
land.” The tell-tale sign was the letter 
and number – S 51 – stamped into the 
stock, identifying that the premier 
British gunmaker Holland and Hol-
land converted the rifle into a sniping 
rifle configuration. Cox explained in 

detail what the master gunsmiths 
there did to convert the rifle.

“When Holland and Holland 
received these rifles, they took them 
completely apart. But to ensure the 
same pieces went back together if you 
pulled the buttstock off the wrist, the 
rifle serial number would be stamped 
there.

“After they stripped the rifle down 
to a barreled action, they set it up in 
a machine to mill the receiver. They 
didn’t take a lot of metal off, but it 
had to be perfectly level where they 
attached the scope mounting pads. 
Next, they pre-drilled holes into the 
pads and soldered them onto the 
receiver. The final step involved drill-
ing the holes completely through the 
receiver and threading the holes to 
accept the scope mounting screws.”

These steps ensured the scope 
perfectly matched the rifle. I learned 
that each rifle and scope combination 
was precisely collimated at Holland 
and Holland so the scope could be 
removed and remounted and remain 
perfectly zeroed.

“There is a ‘TR’ mark and little ‘T’ 
stamped up by the ejector screws,” he 
continued. “The ‘TR’ identified the rifle 
as particularly accurate. However, the 
‘T’ was only added if it passed accep-
tance tests. Otherwise, the rifle would 
not be issued and returned to stores.”

I pointed out that the ‘T’ stamped on 
the receiver was upside down, and a 
shooter I consulted questioned if this 

N o v e m b e r/ D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3   w w w . n f a . c a   2 7

REAL  
OR FAKE?

Analyzing my Lee Enfield sniper rifle
BY RON CRAIG



three-power telescopic sight.”
“What does the red ‘W’ painted on 

the scope mean?”’ I asked.
“The ‘W’ means the scope has gone 

through a waterproofing process. And 
sometimes you will see a blue painted 
‘B’ on the scope because the scope 

was ‘bloomed’ [a thin coating applied 
to the lens] to increase light-gathering 
ability. This was done post-war,” he 
said.

“Your scope is a Mark III. That was 
the best scope and the one most desir-
able to collectors,” he continued. Then 

meant it was not an authentic sniper 
rifle. “It doesn’t matter,” Cox replied 
emphatically. “It just means this rifle 
was completed and set up with a tele-
scopic sight.”

Cox used a flashlight to examine the 
marking stamped on the metal wrist 
socket. “The ‘M 47’ mark denotes this 
rifle was made at BSA Shirley. And it’s 
interesting that it’s not stamped ‘Eng-
land,’ so it has never gone to the US.”

Next, Cox asked for the metal stor-
age tin used to store the scope when 
not on the rifle. What followed was a 
lesson in the various storage tins used 
over the years.

“The early wartime metal cans were 
square, then they went to round 
boxes, but they found they were 
expensive to make, so they went back 
to square ones. When the British 
converted the rifles to L4A1 7.62 rifles, 
they used round cans.”

Then he shared some potentially 
positive news regarding my rifle. “The 
number painted on the storage tin is 
correct for your rifle. The scope is a 
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Cox delivered more good news. “Your 
scope and the mount are properly 
numbered to the rifle,” he stated au-
thoritatively. “The number is stamped 
on the wrist socket, and if you look, 
you can see the number is also on the 
scope mount.”

So, I asked him about the condition 
of my rifle. His opinion? “It is a really 
nice piece,” he concluded. So armed 
with his analysis, I placed the rifle 
back into the storage chest for a trip 
to a former Canadian Army weapons 
tech, CWO (retired) Gary Crocker, for 
his analysis.

A SECOND OPINION 
Crocker retired as a life cycle material 
manager from the Canadian military. 
He was responsible for 40-millmietre 
grenade launchers, low-velocity to 
.50-calibre small arms, and smaller, 
including flare guns and starting 
pistols. He assisted the weapon tech 

responsible for the No. 4 ‘T’ rifles in 
service. Would his analysis agree with 
Cox’s comprehensive evaluation? I 
was about to find out.

He started by carrying out a de-
tailed, technical examination of the 
rifle. First, he inserted a gauge into the 
muzzle to determine if the rifling was 
still within the proper parameters for 
serviceability. “Your barrel is fine,” he 
told me.

Next, he used headspace gauges 
to ensure the rifle was safe to shoot. 
“The headspace is okay,” he said. “It’s 
within permissible limits.” Then, he 
turned his attention to the bolt. First, 
he tested the safety by cocking the 
rifle, applying the safety, then pull-
ing the trigger. The safety worked as 
intended.

Crocker engaged the half cock and 
found everything locked up as de-
signed. He checked the firing pin pro-
trusion and overturn of the bolt head. 

During this detailed examination, 
he determined the firing pin spring 
and screw were within specifications. 
Still, there was one minor technical 
fault he corrected.

While handling the rifle, he noticed 
the butt stock was loose. “I tightened 
it, and put a new leather washer in 
the butt,” he said. However, he also 
saw something Cox observed while 
checking out the rifle.

“The large front band is a replace-
ment, added by an armorer some-
time during the rifle’s service life,” he 
observed. But he told me an interest-
ing fact about the difference between 
Canadian and British armorers. “A 
British armorer replaced it because if 
a Canadian armorer replaced it, the 
band would have a stake mark at the 
back so the wood forend could not 
move rearward.”

“Why was this important?” I asked.
“If the wood slides forward and 
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Next, he looked through the scope. 
“It is nice and clear: Mites sometimes 
get into the scope, putting black spots 
all over the lens.” Of course, I asked 
the logical question: How could mites 
get into a sealed scope? “They get in 
during manufacture,” he told me.

He looked at the information 
stamped into the metal of the wrist 
socket. “Your rifle was built at the end 
of the war, in 1945. The designation 
‘M 47C’ indicates it was manufactured 
at BSA Shirley.” So far, his evalua-
tion of the rifle exactly matched Cox’s 
analysis.

“Because it was built in the last year 
of the war, I have a sneaking suspicion 
that it didn’t make it to the Second 
World War,” he said.

“The scope mounting pads were 
put on properly, and the scope serial 
number matches the number on the 
stock and scope can,” he explained. 
“When they set these up, they made 
sure the scope was exactly in the 
centre. And that is why sometimes the 
[mounting] screws are almost obliter-

ated by fitting and filing to make the 
scope go over far enough for it to be 
right. The rifle would not become a 
shooter unless it met those criteria 
and was collimated specifically to 
the rifle.” In other words, Lee Enfield 
sniper rifles made from parts, which 
used a scope not collimated to the 
rifle, would not have this benefit.

I asked Crocker why the one-piece 
cast metal scope appeared to be a 
roughly finished casting. My concern 
was it was not original. But Crocker 
confirmed it was authentic. “That is 
right,” he said. “The top portion of the 
rings are properly serial numbered 
to ensure the caps would be prop-
erly mated if the top of the ring was 
removed from the mounting bracket. 
The caps are in the right place.”

As I listened to his expert analysis, 
my optimism grew that the rifle was 
authentic. But Crocker hadn’t finished 
his investigation. I wondered if some 
technical fact would emerge to indi-
cate it was not a genuine sniper rifle.

“Let’s look at the storage box,” he 

touches the rear of the foresight block 
on the barrel, it changes your zero,” 
he said. With the function test and his 
first casual inspection of the rifle com-
pleted, he continued his deep dive 
into the authenticity of my rifle.

I pointed out that the rifle’s se-
rial number was not engraved on 
the magazine — a fact Cox identi-
fied. Crocker confirmed that many 
magazines were serial numbered to 
match the rifle. But he explained that, 
from his experience as a professional 
armorer, “Not all British magazines 
were numbered. Later in the war 
and during the ‘50s, they didn’t serial 
number match the magazine to rifle.” 
In other words, this did not diminish 
the authenticity of the firearm.

Like Cox, he checked the number 
stamped into the butt stock at the 12 
o’clock position. “This number should 
match the scope serial number.” He 
confirmed it was a match. Then, he 
examined the metal scope container 
and confirmed the number matched 
the serial number on the scope.

The scope 
mounting rings 
were numbered 
to ensure that, 

if removed, they 
would be replaced 

correctly.
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said. “The amount of wear 
is typical for a box moved 
in and out of trucks. That 
is what it was for.” But he 
concluded, “This rifle was 
in this chest when it was 
issued.”

A paper ordnance tag was 
attached precariously to 
the wood on one end of the 
storage box. “The box was 
made by AMDCE in 1944,” 
he concluded. Of course, that 
raised a question: If the rifle 
was made in 1945, why was 
the storage box dated 1944?

“The ordnance tag is 
authentic,” he told me. And 
handwritten on the paper 
tag was the serial number of 
my rifle. Crocker explained 
that this box may have been 
in stock for a year and made 
up for the rifle when it was 
set up.

As we neared the end of 
his examination, I asked 
him why the Mark III scope 
was the best in the series.

“If the scope was not cali-
brated exactly to the correct 
distance, you could take the 
tip of a bullet and slip the 
scale to make it right. With 
older variations, you had to 
use a tool.” He went on to explain why 
this was important.

“You had to put a tool on the top, 
undo a ring, then turn it to where it 
had to be so the scale would move. 
But you had to hold the drum exactly 
in the same spot, tighten it, and you 
would be drawing on different threads. 
You can’t just slip the scales with Mark 
I and II scopes. With the Mark III, the 
process was straightforward.”

When adjusting Mark I and Mark II 
scopes, an armorer would go to the 
range with the sniper to make the 
adjustments. It usually took mul-
tiple tries to get it right. “You got so 
frustrated sometimes, because it was a 
pain,” he explained.

I asked Crocker two further ques-
tions. The first dealt with identifying 
fake No. 4 Lee Enfield sniper rifles. 
What were the signs that a No.4 ‘T’ 
rifle was a fake? I learned that dealers 
bought quantities of uncompleted 
sniper rifles as-is at the war’s end. 

Some would use mixed parts to create 
a fake No.4 ‘T’.

“It was very rare that receivers were 
left with scope mounts. You will see 
holes where the scope mounts were. 
And, if the mounts are not sweated 
on with lead solder, I know there was 
never a mount on it when it was sold 
as a supposed sniper rifle.”

Cox and Crocker emphasized that 
the rifle was not authentic if the 
numbers didn’t match. According to 
Cox, scopes were obtained separately; 
and later, this mismatched scope 
was attached to a rifle and sold as an 
“original” sniper rifle. 

THE VERDICT
My final question to both Cox and 
Crocker was the most important. Was 
my rifle an authentic Second World 
War No. 4 ‘T’?

“Your rifle is 100 per cent authentic,” 
Cox concluded.

And Crocker agreed. “I don’t see 

anything that makes me concerned 
that it is not an authentic No.4 ‘T.’”

This good news became even bet-
ter when I asked them what it was 
worth. “With the storage chest, I 
wouldn’t take any less than $6,000 
for it,” Crocker told me. “It’s a nice 
rifle. The scope and mount alone 
would bring $3,000.”

Cox estimated a slightly higher 
price. “A mismatched British No. 4 ‘T’ 
with a scope that does not match the 
rifle will go for $7,000. A completely 
mismatched No.4 ‘T’ was recently 
offered for sale at the Orangeville 
gun show for $7,900. A matching rifle 
like yours will probably get $1,000 to 
$1,500 more.” Good news, indeed.

But one issue remains. How well 
will my rifle shoot at longer dis-
tances? And that has to be left for 
a future range session. However, 
knowing I own an authentic piece of 
Second World War small arms his-
tory is a great feeling. 

The scope’s 
identification 

number is 
stamped into the 
stock, just below 

the bolt. 
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COLLABORATION
Reviewing a pair of precision rimfires 

BY JEFF HELSDON
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In response to the growth of preci-
sion rimfire shooting, two icons of 

Canadian manufacturing have teamed 
up to provide some new offerings 
aimed at the rimfire shooter seeking 
accuracy. The product of the collabo-
ration is two rimfire rifles originating 
from Savage’s Canadian rimfire plant 
in Ontario, with major support from 
Modular Driven Technologies (MDT) 
of British Columbia.

Savage’s 64 Precision semi-automat-
ic rifle was released in 2022 to build 
on the B22 Precision Lite bolt-action 
that was launched in 2020. Both the 64 
Precision and B22 Precision use chas-
sis systems provided by MDT. While 
both of these guns would be suitable 
for precision rimfire competition, they 
also have a multitude of other uses.

Tim Brandt of Murray Road Agency, 
which handles PR for Savage, ex-
plains, “The chassis systems are 
the main focus of these rifles. They 
add rigidity and modularity to both 
platforms. Those are two items that 
really translate into useful features for 
almost any shooting discipline – be it 
relaxed plinking or small game hunt-
ing. The adjustable length of pull and 

comb height on the B22 Precision also 
lends itself to being able to fit almost 
any shooter. We also outfit both plat-
forms with one-piece scope rails for 
easy scope mounting.”

SEMI-AUTO PRECISION
The 64 Precision action is nothing new 
for Savage. In fact, it builds on the 
semi-auto Model 64 action that was 
built in Savage’s Lakefield plant back 
to the days of the plant being owned 
by Lakefield Arms in the 1960s. Putting 
this proven action in a new chassis 
refreshes it and adds a more serious 
competitive look to what has tradition-
ally been a plinking and hunting gun.

The Model 64 Precision is outfitted 
with an MDT Oryx stock with a pistol 
grip. It has a threaded muzzle and 
comes with both 10- and 20-shot mag-
azines. It has a Picatinny rail for scope 
mounting and an M-LOK-compatible 
forend for additional modularity. The 
barrel is carbon steel, 16.5 inches long 
with a matte finish. The weight of the 
gun is 5.46 pounds. The muzzle is 
threaded to add accessories, although 
these are limited in Canada.

Two models of the 64 Precision are 

available, the Model 64 Precision and 
Model 64 Precision FDE. The former 
has a black MDT stock and the latter 
an FDE (flat dark earth) coloured 
stock. Savage boasts that the stock 
upgrades add to the accuracy of the 
gun, so I set out to the range to test 
that claim. Full disclosure is I don’t 
own a Model 64 in its base configura-
tion, so I can’t make that comparison, 
but at least I could discover how this 
rifle shoots.

My test results produced group 
averages of 1.11 inches at 50 yards 
for 10 rounds of Eley Force ammuni-
tion. Stretching this out to 100 yards, I 
found my groups averaged 1.25 inches 
for five shots.

I found the gun comfortable to shoot, 
and it felt more solid than the stocks 
on most .22 semi-autos. The trigger was 
a lot like other semi-automatic rimfire 
triggers, with a lot of creep before 
reaching the breaking point. Once at 
the breaking point, the pull was clean. 
I wished for a Savage AccuTrigger on 
the gun and found it is available on 

TOP:
Both Savage 

rifles are made 
in Canada, as are 

the MDT stock 
components.
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the semi-automatic A22, which is also 
available in a Precision model.

The 20-shot magazine was a nice 
addition, allowing more shots without 
the need to reload. As expected, there 
was little muzzle jump and getting off 
quick shots in succession was easy. 
The 64 operated flawlessly throughout 
my testing. With a retail for this gun of 
$349 to $405 in Canada, it offers a lot 
of features for the money.

BOLT-ACTION PRECISION
The B22 Precision Lite is part of the 
B22 series, which was launched in 
2017, as an update to the bolt-action 
known as the Mark II which traces its 
roots back to the original Lakefield 
gun. The B22 has a rotary magazine, as 
opposed to the stacked magazine on 
the Mark II, and has other upgrades. 

This gun is outfitted with an MDT 
chassis equipped with an adjustable 
length of pull and cheek riser, and I 
liked the way it felt and balanced.

When putting this gun together for 
the first time, I struggled a bit initially 
to line up the rotating head on the 
bolt to insert it into the action. This 
is not required on the other Savage 
centrefire or rimfire guns I own, but 
it was a simple step once I caught 
on to it. I did notice the bolt can’t be 
removed or inserted if the cheekpiece 
is in an elevated position.

The Precision Lite comes with a 
stainless-steel barrel wrapped in 
carbon fibre. While touring the Savage 
plant, the staff showed me a preview 
of this gun before its launch in 2022. 
The heavy-profile barrel is actually 
narrower to allow for the carbon fibre 

wrap to be applied. This gun is also 
available as the B22 Precision, which 
has a traditional blued barrel.

Barrel length is 18 inches, and this 
gun also has a threaded muzzle to 
allow for the addition of accessories. It 
comes with a Picatinny rail for scope 
mounting and an M-LOK-compatible 
forend. At 6.77 pounds, this gun is a 
little heavier than the Model 64, and 
it also comes with an adjustable Ac-
cuTrigger.

At the range, my best grouping of 
10 shots was 0.83 inches at 50 yards. 
However, if I threw out two flyers, 
which were blamed on the shooter, 
that group shrunk incredibly to 0.28 
inches. I sighted the B22 in at 50 yards 
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ABOVE: The stocks 
on both guns can be 
removed easily with 
the removal of two 
screws.

LEFT:  Vortex’s 
Venom scope has a 
large objective lens 
and 34-millimetre 
tube, providing lots 
of adjustability.  
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and used the MOA reticle to find the 
bullseye at 100 yards. My best group 
there was 1.2 inches, but I am confi-
dent the gun is capable of better. I did 
find using the points on the reticle 
were not the same as using the centre 
crosshairs. There was also grass on the 
top of the 50-yard berm, which may 
have compromised my group.

The B22 fed flawlessly during my 
first sighting-in session. It didn’t work 
as well when shooting groups, with an 
occasional jam. When I felt stickiness 
from the wax lube on the Eley Match 
bullets from the heat of the day, I con-
cluded this was the culprit. Firing a 
few shots with different ammunition, 
it fed flawlessly.

At a price tag of $1,129 to $1,229 in 
Canada, this gun is pricier but is also 
more accurate. Either of these rifles 
would be great for .22 rimfire preci-
sion competition, hunting or just a 
day at the range. 

RIGHT:
Typically spotting 
scopes are used 

with a tripod, 
but on low 

magnification, 
handholding a 
scope allows a 

faster option for 
observation.

THE OPTICS

I used two different optics while testing 
these guns, pitting Vortex and Bushnell 
scopes against each other. Both are 
fairly recent introductions.

VORTEX VENOM 5-25X56

•	34-millimetre main tube

•	Rev Stop Zero system

•	XD optics

•	MOA first focal plane reticle

•	47 MOA elevation travel, extendable 
to 85 with Rev Stop Zero turrets

•	Canadian retail of $749

BUSHNELL MATCH PRO 6-24X50

•	30-millimetre main tube

•	First focal plane Deploy Mil reticle

•	18 mil elevation travel

•	Illuminated reticle

•	Locking turrets

•	Canadian retail of $790 or $710 
without the illuminated reticle

Using these scopes side by side, I 
noted the Vortex was brighter, as was 
expected with the larger main tube 
and objective lens. There were pluses 
for the Bushnell as well, including the 
locking turrets were easier to reset to 
zero and the illuminated reticle helped 
in low-light situations. The Vortex Pro 
rings provided with the Venom were 
some of the best rings I have used.
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ABOVE: The 
adjustable cheek 
piece on the 
B22 Lite stock 
adds a piece of 
customization to 
the gun.

BELOW: Range time 
with both rifles was 
enjoyable.
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TO BRAKE  
OR NOT  

TO BRAKE
The pros & cons of muzzle brakes 

BY KEVIN WILSON 
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A common topic of discussion 
among shooting enthusiasts 

concerns the pros and cons of muzzle 
brakes. In my world, and based on 
countless conversations, it seems there 
is rarely middle ground. Some folks 
love them and want to put them on 
every gun they own. Others hate  
them and don’t want anything to do 
with them.

Have you ever sat at a shooting bench 
and been jolted into next week when 
the guy or gal beside you sends a shot 
downrange? The decibel level was so 
high, it made you flinch and turn to see 
what made the noise. Seemingly, the 
shelter roof, and even your own teeth, 
rattle. It was loud. Real loud. Then, upon 
closer inspection, you notice a muzzle 
brake on their rifle. No doubt, most of 
us have had this happen, and likely 
more than once. Certainly, muzzle 

brakes can be a wonderful thing, but 
they can also be unbearably loud. 
Here’s the skinny on the pros and cons 
of these popular barrel add-ons.

WHAT IS A MUZZLE BRAKE?
It’s important to first understand what 
they are and how they work. Many 
of today’s guns come with threaded 
muzzles which can accept different 
attachments. For the most part, these 
attachments include muzzle brakes, 
flash hiders and suppressors. For 
regulatory reasons in Canada, we’ll put 
suppressors aside for now and focus 
solely on the benefits and burdens of 
muzzle brakes.

Sometimes referred to as recoil com-
pensators, a muzzle brake is a device 
connected to the end of the barrel of 
a firearm. It can either be an external 
accessory that’s screwed onto the 
barrel, or it can be an integral feature 
built directly into the muzzle end of 
the barrel. Either way, its purpose 
is to redirect a portion of propellant 
gases to offset recoil and muzzle rise. 
It accomplishes this through the use of 
strategically placed ports. Interestingly, 
this disruption of the propellant gases 
often results in brakes acting as a flash 
suppressor as well. 

TYPES OF BRAKES
Muzzle brakes are all designed for a 
specific purpose. The two main types 
are directional brakes (also called gill 
or chamber brakes) and radial muzzle 
brakes. Directional brakes expel com-
bustion gases primarily to the sides and 
are usually seen with ports in the three 
and nine o’clock positions. Some will 
also have ports on top, at 12 o’clock, to 
reduce muzzle rise. The number of side 
ports varies, with most featuring from 
two to five ports per side. Of course, the 
more ports there are, the longer and 
heavier the brake becomes.

Comparatively, a radial muzzle 
brake has much smaller ports and 
they are located around the entire 
circumference of the cylindrical body. 
These ports work in a similar manner 
to directional muzzle brakes. While 
radial brakes can be extremely effec-
tive, the venting of gases toward the 
bottom of the rifle can raise dust and 
debris from the ground if the shooter 
is firing from a low prone position. 
This effect can range from distracting 
to debilitating if debris is thrown into 
the shooter’s eyes. 

ADVANTAGES
Felt recoil is real, and for many it can 
be downright uncomfortable. Reducing 
recoil is an obvious advantage provided 
by a muzzle brake. Inconsistent mount-
ing of the gun, shooting an improperly 
fitted gun or just shooting a powerful 
rifle means recoil and bruised shoul-
ders can result. The bigger the cartridge, 
the bigger the problem, and the greater 
the benefit of muzzle brakes in reduc-
ing recoil.

As an example, my wife really likes to 
shoot 7mm Rem Mags. In fact, she has a 
couple different ones, both with muzzle 
brakes. While we haven’t formally 
measured the diminished recoil, I’m 
confident in saying that recoil is tamed 
by at least 50 per cent with her Tikka. 
It’s a lighter rifle with a laminate stock, 
stainless barrel and stainless brake. 
Comparatively, she also has an HS Pre-
cision in this calibre. I can confidently 
say that the manufacturer’s built-in 
brake on that heavier rifle reduces 
recoil by at least 60 per cent, making 
it more comparable to shooting a 270, 
perhaps even a 243.

Another advantage of muzzle brakes 
is their aid in helping shooters spot hits. 
The right combination of rifle weight, 
cartridge selection and muzzle brake 
can reduce muzzle rise so dramati-
cally that it’s possible for the shooter to 
see the bullet strike through the rifle’s 
scope. This is a hugely beneficial effect 
for long-range shooting competitors, 
as well as for varmint shooters. Being 
able to self-spot hits or misses provides 
instant feedback and allows the ap-
propriate correction to be made for the 
follow-up shot.

An often-overlooked feature of 
brakes is the protection they provide a 
rifle’s muzzle. They effectively prevent 
inadvertent dings and dents to a rifle’s 
muzzle, while also protecting it from 
accumulating a plug of snow or mud. 
After all, if something bad happens at 
the far end of a rifle, a brake is much 
cheaper to replace than a complete 
barrel.

And there’s one final advantage — 
accuracy. Muzzle brakes will often 
improve a rifle’s ability to group mul-
tiple shots into the same tight cluster. 
Whether this is the result of stabilizing 
and uniforming the barrel’s harmonics 
or simply the result of less recoil and 
therefore less operator error is open to 
discussion. It might be some of both. 
In any event, an improvement in ac-



curacy/precision is often seen when a 
muzzle brake is added. 

THE DOWNSIDE OF MUZZLE BRAKES
Certainly, noise is an issue with 
muzzle brakes, and this can be espe-
cially bad for hunters. While we all 
wear hearing protection at the range, 
most of us don’t when we’re hunting. 
Opting to accept the likelihood of a 
single shot, figuring we can suck it up 
for that nominal inconvenience, we 
forego hearing protection. I can tell 
you that’s a big mistake if shooting or 
even accompanying someone with a 
brake-equipped rifle. Unbelievably 
loud, the decibel level can damage 
one’s hearing, even if it’s just one 
shot. Hearing protection is a must 
when shooting with a brake. For those 
who travel to hunt, know that many 
professional outfitters will ask you to 
remove a muzzle brake before they 
allow you to hunt.

Then there’s the aesthetics and han-
dling issue. Muzzle brakes are gener-
ally a bit bigger than the diameter of 
your rifle barrel, so many purists find 
them less visually appealing. And 
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A radial brake, above, made by gunsmith Rod Henrickson of Alberta,  
and a directional brake, below, by MDT of British Columbia. 



yes, albeit nominal, they do add a bit 
of length and weight to your barrel, 
something some people find objec-
tionable, especially those who value a 
short, fast-handling firearm.

And lastly, there’s maintenance. 
Although muzzle brakes don’t require 
a lot of maintenance, they do require 
cleaning for optimal performance. 
And they can be difficult to clean. 
Removeable brakes can be cleaned ef-
fectively in an ultrasonic cleaner. Fixed 
brakes will require old fashioned 
elbow grease. 

OPTIONS
Muzzle brake options are plenti-
ful. Often made from alloy steel 
with a nitride finish, others may 
be stainless. As a barrel accessory, 
commercial-grade brakes typically 
start between $150 and $300, then 
go up from there depending on the 
design, make and model. Machined 
to calibre/barrel specifications, not 
all are created equal. It’s really buyer 
beware, and it may take some trial 
and error to find a brake that works 
best for your firearm. Visiting online 

gun chat rooms can offer some in-
sight to what shooters like, don’t like 
and why.

For example, I’ve heard good things 
about the MDT COMP muzzle 
brake, a directional design. Designed 
specifically for competitive shoot-
ers, manufacturer’s specs suggest it 
reduces concussion and felt recoil by 
up to 67 per cent. Engineered with 
four baffles on each side with stag-
gered angles and serrations, energy 
is readily dispersed. The adjustable 
six top ports can be modified to be 
more open or closed to tune the 
amount of muzzle rise control. They 
are also angled at 20 degrees to the 
side, so the view through the rifle 
scope is not clouded immediately 
after the shot.

By comparison, I’ve had a profes-
sional gunsmith machine custom 
radial muzzle brakes for a couple of 
my own hunting rifles. These custom 
add-ons perform extremely well. 
I also own a couple larger-calibre 
rifles that came with commercial 
brakes, and I’ve been impressed with 
their performance as well. 

THE VERDICT?
Every shooter can benefit from reduced 
recoil, but is a muzzle brake really nec-
essary? If you’re a long-range shooter 
or hunter, the benefits are worth con-
sidering. Increased comfort and control 
are certainly huge advantages. For most 
shooters though, the answer will likely 
be no. This conclusion is reflected in the 
number of brakes we see at the range 
and in the field.

If you shoot your rifle well, it’s prob-
ably unnecessary. I’m not a big guy. I 
am in good shape, and I shoot enough 
that biomechanics compensate in a 
manner which allows me to easily 
handle most calibres. Even still, I do 
like reduced recoil – who doesn’t? As 
such, I have a 300 WSM with a muzzle 
brake on it, and I love it. In the end, for 
you, it’s about whether or not the pros 
outweigh the cons. 

The author’s wife has a muzzle brake on her 7mm Rem Mag. 
Although notably louder, the brake makes it comfortable to shoot.
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Hearing protection is a must when 
shooting a brake-equipped rifle.
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PROVEN 
PERFORMANCE

Sixty years of the 300 Winchester Magnum
BY JEFF SMITH

I carefully settled my crosshairs on 
a beautiful 4x4 mule deer buck as 

he slowly wandered about the rolling 
sandhills on the Alberta ranch I was 
hunting. I had initially ranged him 
at slightly over 400 metres, but given 
his focus on a herd of does, several 
of which were in estrus and headed 
towards me, I elected to wait until he 
cut the range in half. At 235 metres, 
I had a clear shot to take him. When 
the crosshairs of my Leupold scope 
settled on his front shoulder, I pressed 
the trigger on my Browning A-Bolt 
chambered in 300 Winchester Mag-
num, sending a 150-grain bullet into 
his vitals. He took a step or two and 
fell dead. Once again, a 300 Win Mag 
cleanly killed a good animal, provid-
ing food for my family and memories 
of another great hunt.

While the above hunt occurred a 
few years ago, in 2023 the 300 Win-
chester Magnum is celebrating 60 
years of success as a popular and 
versatile chambering. Introduced to 
the shooting community in 1963, the 
300 Winchester Magnum completed a 
family of heavy and medium cartridg-
es introduced by Winchester starting 
in 1956. The preceding cartridges were 
the 458 Win Mag, 338 Win Mag and 
the 264 Win Mag.

With demand by the shooting public 
and coaxing from wildcatters for a 
.30-calibre magnum round rising, 
Winchester answered the call. While 
there were several .30-calibre mag-
nums already available, most required 
a longer action, were proprietary 
(Weatherby) or simply were limited 
in availability in the North Ameri-
can market. Many shooters assumed 
Winchester would simply neck down 

the 338 Win Mag, similar to what the 
wildcatters were developing. Win-
chester, however, took it a step further 
by also moving the shoulder forward 
0.156 inches and then lengthening 
it by 0.120 inches, creating a shorter 
neck on a slightly longer cartridge 
that still would fit inside a standard 
30-06-length action. The shorter neck 
allows for the maximum use of avail-
able powder space, while the ability 
to use a standard-length action was 
crucial to the success of the cartridge 

due to the availability of these actions to 
the average shooter.

While initially introduced in the 
acclaimed Winchester pre-‘64 Model 
70 rifle, other companies soon started 
to chamber the 300 Win Mag. Today, 
virtually everyone chambers rifles for it. 
While most companies offer it in bolt-
action rifles, Browning also chambers 
it in their line of both lever guns (BLR) 
and their semi-automatic line (BAR). 
A limited few have also chambered 
in single-shot actions. With excellent 



  N o v e m b e r/ D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3   w w w . n f a . c a   4 1

capability to stabilize bullets weighing 
from 110 grains through 220 grains, 
early on the 300 Win Mag caught 
the attention of not only hunters, 
but also long-range competitors, as 
well as military and law enforce-
ment organizations worldwide. This 
acceptance has helped hunters locate 
ammunition virtually anywhere they 
hunt. A definite bonus if your luggage 
containing your ammunition gets lost 
on the way to Africa.

With the 375 H&H and the 338 Win 
Mag as parents, the new calibre was 
designed as a fast, flat-shooting round 
capable of killing all North American 
game as long as the proper bullet is 
used. The short neck of the 300 Win 
Mag was initially not an issue using 
the popular bullets of the day, as they 
were short enough to seat well and 
still retain accuracy. Of course, over 
the past 60 years, bullet design and 
composition has changed. Many of 
today’s popular bullets are longer, 
thus requiring seating them deeply 
into the cartridge case, displacing the 
amount of powder which can be safely 
loaded. The popular and often legal 
requirement for non-toxic ammuni-
tion is one example of longer bullets. 
Fortunately, the propellant powders 
available today have kept pace with 
developments in bullets. This has 
allowed for new, improved loads to 
continue to remain within SAAMI 
safety standards.

While the 300 Win Mag grabbed a 
chunk of the market fairly quickly 

and continues to be a solid choice 
for shooters, it has a few drawbacks. 
Likely the most significant one is the 
recoil it generates. For the uninitiated, 
it can be quite stout, generating up to 
30 foot-pounds of energy, all directed 
at your shoulder. For those famil-
iar with slug guns, this is the recoil 
equivalent of a one-ounce 12-gauge 

slug. This is especially true in 180 to 
220-grain loads, however, even a 150 
to 165-grain deer load has signifi-
cantly increased recoil over, say, a 
30-06 or other non-magnum .30-cali-
bre load. This increased recoil can 
quickly cause a shooter to develop 
a flinch. Contrary to what we see on 
YouTube, this calibre should not be 
used to introduce new people to the 
shooting sports. Doing so is a good 
way to scare away a prospective new 
gun owner.

Fortunately, there are a few meth-
ods available to help alleviate the re-
coil. Using a properly designed and 
well-fitting stock is a good start. The 
inclusion of a high-quality recoil 
pad will also help. Another solution 
is a muzzle brake. While it will not 
gain anyone friends at the range due 
to the increased noise common to 
their use, a good brake will cer-
tainly mitigate recoil. As well, there 
are various shoulder pad systems 
which can be worn by the shooter. 
Reduced-recoil loads available from 
companies such as Remington, Hor-
nady or HSM are another solution 
for shooters of factory ammunition. 
Of course, handloaders always have 
this option as well.

Lastly, because of the recoil it 
generates, scope choice is impor-
tant when shooting the 300 Win 
Mag. Of course, it will take a quality 
optic to withstand the recoil, but it 
must also have adequate eye relief 
and be mounted properly to the 
rifle. In a nutshell, eye relief is the 
distance between the shooter’s eye 
and the scope. This distance must 
be sufficient to prevent recoil from 
driving the rear of the scope into the 
shooter’s nose or forehead, creat-
ing a painful and bloody condition 
known as “being scoped.” The typical 
result is blood running down the 
shooter’s face and an embarrassing 
need for first aid.

The 300 Win Mag is a great car-
tridge with a rich and fascinating 
history. Even with the introduction 
of new .30-calibre cartridges, the 300 
Win Mag has a strong following and 
gains new followers each year. If you 
decide to join the club, ensure your 
rifle fits well, is scoped appropriately 
and try a variety of the wide assort-
ment of ammunition available. You 
might just wonder what took you  
so long. 
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The 300 
Win Mag is a 
highly capable 
long-range 
cartridge. 

The 300 Win Mag 
(centre) evolved from 
the 338 Win Mag (right), 
which was based on the 
375 H&H case (left).



What do you get when you cram 
75 vendors into a large conven-

tion hall for three days of education, 
demonstrations, presentations and 
visits from celebrity guests? The 
biggest gun show in Canada – TAC-
COM – and a revealing insight into 
the health of the Canadian firearms 
industry. 

To begin with, TACCOM is huge: 
housed in the 100,000-square-foot 
International Convention Centre, it is 
Canada’s largest gun show, with many 
of the major suppliers of firearms, 
ammunition, tactical equipment and 
shooting accessories displaying their 
products. Attendance numbers sup-
port this claim. Last year, over 14,000 
people attended.

Of course, the challenge for every-
one attending TACCOM is to experi-
ence as much as possible over the 
three-day schedule. And that was my 
challenge: how do you cover every-
thing from tactical gear to firearms, 
ammunition, scopes and accessories? 
Instead, I concentrated on guns and 
scopes and came away with a new 
appreciation for the companies that 
fuel our sport with the hardware that 
makes shooting possible. 

ADAPTING TO NEW REALITIES
What is the most popular exhibit at 
a gun trade show? Just follow the 
crowds. One of the biggest gatherings 
was at Crusader Arms, a Canadian 
company that has developed a unique 
semi-automatic, non-restricted rifle.

Since the demise of the AR-15, 
which was designated prohibited and 
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is subject to the government’s forced 
confiscation program, shooters have 
been searching for an alternative. 
Enter the Crux, Templar and Crucible 
brand rifles from Crusader Arms. Not 
surprisingly, shooters swarmed their 
exhibit area for a chance to handle 
and discuss this unique, non-restrict-
ed rifle.

Available in 308 Win (the Crux), 5.56 
(The Templar) and 7.62x39 (the Cru-
cible), this line of rifles offers shooters 
unique options and features. To begin 
with, there are two variants in the 
Crux line, five variants in the Templar 
line and two Crucible models.

But Crusader Arms is not the only 
company filling the demand for 
tactical-style rifles. The venerable 
European firm CZ offers a rifle that 
meets this demand. When I spoke to 
Vilem Strejcek, the CZ regional sales 
manager for Canada at the North 
Sylva exhibit, he told me, “There is 
tremendous interest in the Bren 2 Ms.” 
However, this rifle is restricted, unlike 
the Crusader models. The Bren 2 Ms 
is available in 7.62x39 and 223 Rem-
ington. The model I examined had a 
16.5-inch barrel, but it can also come 
with an 11-inch barrel.

Strejcek said, “We would like to offer 
an 18.5-inch barrel next year and have 
it recognized as a non-restricted fire-
arm in Canada.” Of course, for shoot-
ers seeking a non-restricted tactical 
rifle, this is good news indeed.

The most colourful display of rifles 
at the show was the Cadex exhibit. 
Cadex is a Canadian company known 
for its precision rifles, but the compa-

ny now offers a line of hunting rifles. 
Their line of premium rifles boasts 
every feature a shooter requires. But 
Cadex also offers an extensive line of 
actions, chassis systems, rifle acces-
sories and shotgun accessories. In 
addition, Cadex manufactures a DX2 
Evo trigger that provides multiple ad-
justments so a shooter can customize 
the trigger to suit individual prefer-
ences. Shooters packed into the Cadex 
exhibit to handle the most striking-
looking rifles at the show.

Of course, the major firearms brands, 
including Remington and Mossberg, 
were also displayed. Remington re-
emerged after Remington’s assets, in-
cluding their firearms and ammunition 
divisions, were sold during a bank-
ruptcy auction a few years ago. Only 
a few of the most popular Remington 
models were on display at TACCOM. 
However, it was good to see this once-
dominant brand coming back.

THE OPTICAL WORLD
A quick tour of the convention floor 
showed an equal amount of innova-
tion among scope manufacturers, with 
my first stop being the Vortex booth. 
I spoke to Reg Wales, technical field 
advisor, for his take on the industry. 
And, of course, for his professional 
insight into the Vortex line of scopes 
and optics.

“Our buyers and the industry in 
Canada are changing at a rapid pace,” 
he told me. “People’s budgets, wants 
and needs are changing.” But Wales 
also admitted that things changed 
when the new legislation and regula-
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tions rolled out, and Vortex faced an 
immediate reality. “Because we have 
certain firearms optics that are more 
suited for the AR platform, these 
sales were affected,” he said. “But, we 
are picking up in other areas.”

One of those areas is rimfire shoot-
ing sports. “That is where we are 
putting our interest and support, 
both financially and by other means. 
We are trying to support the industry 
any way we can, and rimfire is where 
it is at in Canada.” But Vortex contin-
ues to provide high-quality optics for 
every shooting discipline.

“We have something for every-
one,” he explained. Their entry line 
of scopes is the Crossfire line. “The 
Crossfire line starts at $199 and 
increases, depending on features, 
from there,” he told me. There are 
also nine categories of red dot sights 
to meet every shooting need imagin-
able. “Our warranty is across the 
board,” he added. “With all repairs 
and warranty repairs done in-house, 
and a turnaround of approximately 
one week, depending on the season, 
not including shipping time.”

Next, I stopped by the Korth Group, 
which represents Leupold scopes in 
Canada. Mark Clifford, a Leupold 
product specialist, briefed me on 
what is available to Canadian shoot-
ers. “We have price points starting in 
the $400 to $500 range, up to our Mark 
5 Tactical at the $4,000 mark,” he told 
me. And within that range are optics 
to meet every shooting need.

Their warranty policy and repair 
are an integral part of after-sales 



ers have the possibility of a 
CO2 Rhino that is like the real 
thing,” he said.

OVERCOMING THE BARRIERS 
So, what was the main take-
away from my experience at 
TACCOM 2023? Dealers and 
retailers are changing their 
product lines and refocusing 
on how they service the fire-
arms enthusiast. As Wales from 
Vortex told me, “The firearms 
industry is morphing because 
people are rolling with the 
punches.”

With the final announcement 
closing TACCOM at day three’s 
end, I realized the shooting in-
dustry had done an exceptional 
job meeting these new chal-
lenges. And shooters have never 
had such high-quality products 
backed by a commitment to 
customer service. Retailers and 
dealers have adapted, innovated 
and overcome the challenges 
caused by the changing legisla-
tive landscape. 

service. “We offer a 100 per cent life-
time warranty. Our Canadian office is 
located in Okotoks, Alta. We can take 
scopes apart, re-gas them and even 
change reticles for shooters in our 
custom shop.” They also have a full in-
door range to test scopes after repair.

My final stop was at the Nightforce 
booth. There, Jason Land, a Nightforce 
scope specialist and field trainer, 
told me Nightforce was started by a 
dentist in Australia. Not satisfied with 
the scopes available to shooters, this 
dentist inventor drew up a design and 
created Nightforce.

“Our body tubes are two to three 
times thicker than our competitors’. 
So, if you have that little bump at the 
range, or your gun falls over, or you 
are on horseback or riding in a truck, 
you will not lose zero or have your 
glass break.” He went on to say that 
the company motto is, “Rugged, reli-
able, repeatable.”
And according to Land, the same 
machinery which mills their body 
tubes makes their mounting hard-
ware. “They are a perfect one-on-one 
match,” Land told me. “If you lap our 
rings, we void the warranty.” He said 
the scope is aligned perfectly when 
a Nightforce scope is mounted with 
their rings, mounts and bases.

HANDGUNS?
As I proceeded through the packed 
convention centre, I saw a shock-
ing sight. Attendees were streaming 
into the Chiappa Firearms exhibition 
space to check out one of the display 
cases. And what did we see? Several 
handguns, specifically Rhino revolv-
ers. Of course, I wondered why they 
displayed handguns because they can’t 
sell them in Canada since the handgun 
freeze. So, what was going on?

I walked over to Stefano Quarena, a 
sales and marketing representative, and 
asked him the obvious question: How 
could they offer handguns for sale?

“They are CO2 air pistols,” he told 
me. Quarena explained that since they 
can no longer sell handguns in Cana-
da, they offered an air gun version of 
their most popular handgun, the Rhino 
revolver. He told me, “To keep the at-
tention high on our pistol models, we 
started to distribute CO2 handguns, 
including a replica of the Rhino.”

He readily admitted they would 
rather sell real handguns to Canadian 
shooters. “But at least our custom-
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CADEX had 
examples 
of their line 
of precision 
rifles, 
hunting rifles 
and chassis 
for attendees 
to examine.

There are 
plans to offer 
the Bren 2 Ms 
with an 18.5-
inch barrel, 
making it non-
restricted.

Nightforce scopes were available for visitors 
to inspect at the Nightforce booth.
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TACCOM 2023  
– THE PEOPLE

A glimpse of Canadian gun culture
BY ODELIA CHAN

TACCOM 2023. Exciting. Uplifting. 
Memorable.

Attendees were cheerful and respect-
ful; show exhibitors explained tech-
nicalities with a smile; at each booth, 
people exchanged gun stories and 
opinions. Needless to say, I didn’t stop 
grinning all four hours I was there. 
(And it was just Friday afternoon!)

I chatted with some of the wonderful-
ly diverse people making up Canada’s 
firearms culture, and I owe them much 
thanks for the shared laughs and sto-
ries. I learned a lot from our conversa-
tions. The five different perspectives to 
follow give a taste of what Canadian 
gun culture looks like today, what we 
might expect in the near future and, 
above all, what makes the Canadian 
firearms community so amazing. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT FIREARMS IN CANADA
Let’s begin with a conversation I didn’t 
expect to have (but was thrilled to 
hold!) with Zach Schwingenschloegl 
of GunGuard, part of Acera Insurance 
Services. Schwingenschloegl is the 
bridge between gun businesses and 
business insurance companies, telling 
insurance companies the truth about 
the actual mechanics of firearm use 
and procurement in Canada and walk-
ing gun businesses through proper 
business management and best insur-

ance options.
When asked about insurance claims 

GunGuard has faced so far, Schwing-
enschloegl told me, “The biggest claims 
we’ve had to deal with on the regular 
are people stealing trucks and driving 
them into stores, not really stealing 
much in the process.” Once, a stolen 
gun was found several blocks down 
from the business it was taken from, 
rejected after the perpetrators realized 
it was a black powder rifle.

Another GunGuard associate shared 
that on the personal insurance side, 
the usual claims have to do with ac-
cusations of improper storage and 
transportation of guns, often stem-
ming from unfounded overreactions 
by people who don’t understand 
guns. GunGuard regularly addresses 
prejudices against guns as a result of 
ignorance in both personal and profes-
sional worlds.

“People think what they see in mov-
ies is real,” Schwingenschloegl said. 
“But that’s just not the case here in 
Canada.”

CANADA’S FIREARMS COMMUNITY
What about the people who do know a 
thing or two about firearms? Donovan 
Dewis from the Canadian Access To 
Firearms (CATF) publication was kind 
enough to share what he saw of the 

state and “mind” of the firearms com-
munity across Canada.

As the second-generation publisher 
of the CATF, a national publication 
previously run by founder Paul Rogan, 
Dewis expects to see firearm sell-
ers closing their doors in the wake of 
handgun and certain rifle model bans.

“People are worried,” Dewis said. 
And they have good reason to be. As 
more and more guns are taken off the 
non-restricted list and placed on the 
restricted list — or, God forbid, the 
banned list — the people who use and 
own guns for tactical and competitive 
shooting will likely decrease until we 
only have mostly rifle/shotgun hunt-
ers. In a time when the gun you legally 
hunted with on a weekend could be 
illegal by the time you come home, 
Dewis’ advice is simple: “Take things 
day by day.”

However, these restrictions have 
actually unified and solidified our 
national gun community. Previously, 
most hunters wouldn’t pay much 
attention to handguns, AK-45s or AR-
15s. But now that these weapons are 
banned or restricted, shotgun and long 
rifle owners know they could be next. 
As Dewis sees it, changes in firearm 
regulations tend to bring different gun 
factions together under the same ban-
ner of liberty and common sense.



up to a friendly sales associate at the 
exhibit and asked him how he, as one 
of Crusader Arms’ firearms assem-
blers, lives out their motto as he puts 
the guns together.

His response? “Well, I sacrifice a lot 
of my time and energy to build these 
guns. With humility, I know they are 
some of the best on the market. And 
I am honoured that people like them, 
buy them and use them.”

I believe all the manufacturers and 
designers at TACCOM 2023, such as 
TriggerTech’s innovation on Friction-
less Release Technology, would say 
and feel something similar. 

NEW SHOOTERS: TRENDS & ADVICE
On that note of firearms innovation 
in Canada, I had the honour to spend 
a few minutes with Gilles Stub-
bins, Mossberg’s sales manager for 
Canada. What would he say to the 
new shooter who’s wondering where 
to begin on their shooting journey 
— who’s perhaps lost, confused and 
wandering through TACCOM 2023 
even as we spoke?

His thoughts: Don’t go after the 
well-known brands, flashy gun 
builds or camouflage underwear. 
What works for the best shooters 
doesn’t mean that’s what you should 
get. “Check your budget, try a few 
guns out and use what fits you and 
feels right for you,” he said. Even if it 
means choosing that $550 rifle that 
has all you need and works well for 
you, over a $2,000 build everyone else 
is gawking at.

As Mossberg’s national sales man-
ager this side of the border, I thought 
he’d be the perfect person to ask for 
a glimpse of the current firearms 
market. Of all the demographic 
groups getting into guns in recent 
years, Stubbins said, the top three 
were these:

Ladies: They’d like to hang out more 
with the guys in their life (or the girls 
they’d thought were crazy!)

After an interesting discussion on 
recent and upcoming changes in 
Canadian politics and their effects on 
firearm rights, Dewis closed with an 
exhortation to all Canadian firearm 
owners: We must keep up the fight, 
no matter which party leads the 
country.

PERSPECTIVES & IMPACTS OF GUN LEGISLATION
Coincidentally, I’d just met a fellow 
fighter before talking with Dewis. 
Jennifer, a volunteer at TACCOM, 
has been shooting 3-Gun matches for 
more than three years and has a sev-
en-year-old daughter who’d also love 
to compete someday. She and her 
daughter have been writing letters to 
MPs and other officials about recent 
changes in handgun laws, articulating 
just how and why such restrictions 
are unlawful and unnecessary.

Like all law-abiding firearm owners, 
Jennifer sees firearm restrictions, 
especially those of October 2022, as 
“an attack on private property, and 
attacks on an entire community of 
Canadians” and “a whittling of human 
rights and freedoms in the country.” 
On a personal level, restricting what 
new sport shooters are allowed to 
own and train with forces shooting 
competitions to keep modifying and 
adjusting competition categories and 
techniques, until shooting sports will 
no longer be what they used to be — 
as is the case already. 

WHAT SAY THE CRAFTSMEN?
Exciting as shooting matches and 
hunting may be, we wouldn’t have 
the guns we have today without our 
firearm manufacturers. One booth I 
returned to again and again, Crusad-
er Arms, is at the cutting edge of Ca-
nadian firearms design and manufac-
ture. The modern-looking semi-autos 
belied the Templar Knights-style of 
their brand. Their tagline, “Humility, 
honour, sacrifice,” appealed to me; 
on the spur of the moment, I walked 
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Young people: Guns look fun, 
thanks to movies and video games. 
Stubbins laughed as he described 
how young fellows would pick up a 
Mossberg shotgun at his display, drop 
to a knee and pretend to be in an epic 
face-off with an invisible opponent. 

Hunters: As food becomes more 
expensive in grocery stores, more 
people get into hunting to bring 
in food for themselves and their 
families.

PERSONAL TAKEAWAYS
A personal highlight of the gun show, 
besides the conversations I’ve had 
with men and women who’ve been 
in the firearms world for many years, 
was getting to shoulder guns I’d 
dreamed of owning for some time. 
What made me most thankful at 
TACCOM 2023, however, was seeing 
people from all walks of life come to-
gether to learn, celebrate and connect 
over a shared passion, interest and 
understanding of firearms. Guns are 
pretty cool — but even more powerful 
and memorable are the friendships, 
knowledge transfers and ever-im-
proving craftsmanship that go into 
Canada’s firearms culture. 

The hard-working administrative 
team at the NFA booth.

LEFT: The author 
gets behind a 
.50-calibre gun 
at TACCOM. 

RIGHT: Some of 
the wonderfully 
diverse people 
making up 
Canada’s 
firearms culture.



What do you get when you cram 
75 vendors into a large conven-

tion hall for three days of education, 
demonstrations, presentations and 
visits from celebrity guests? The 
biggest gun show in Canada – TAC-
COM – and a revealing insight into 
the health of the Canadian firearms 
industry. 

To begin with, TACCOM is huge: 
housed in the 100,000-square-foot 
International Convention Centre, it is 
Canada’s largest gun show, with many 
of the major suppliers of firearms, 
ammunition, tactical equipment and 
shooting accessories displaying their 
products. Attendance numbers sup-
port this claim. Last year, over 14,000 
people attended.

Of course, the challenge for every-
one attending TACCOM is to experi-
ence as much as possible over the 
three-day schedule. And that was my 
challenge: how do you cover every-
thing from tactical gear to firearms, 
ammunition, scopes and accessories? 
Instead, I concentrated on guns and 
scopes and came away with a new 
appreciation for the companies that 
fuel our sport with the hardware that 
makes shooting possible. 

ADAPTING TO NEW REALITIES
What is the most popular exhibit at 
a gun trade show? Just follow the 
crowds. One of the biggest gatherings 
was at Crusader Arms, a Canadian 
company that has developed a unique 
semi-automatic, non-restricted rifle.

Since the demise of the AR-15, 
which was designated prohibited and 
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is subject to the government’s forced 
confiscation program, shooters have 
been searching for an alternative. 
Enter the Crux, Templar and Crucible 
brand rifles from Crusader Arms. Not 
surprisingly, shooters swarmed their 
exhibit area for a chance to handle 
and discuss this unique, non-restrict-
ed rifle.

Available in 308 Win (the Crux), 5.56 
(The Templar) and 7.62x39 (the Cru-
cible), this line of rifles offers shooters 
unique options and features. To begin 
with, there are two variants in the 
Crux line, five variants in the Templar 
line and two Crucible models.

But Crusader Arms is not the only 
company filling the demand for 
tactical-style rifles. The venerable 
European firm CZ offers a rifle that 
meets this demand. When I spoke to 
Vilem Strejcek, the CZ regional sales 
manager for Canada at the North 
Sylva exhibit, he told me, “There is 
tremendous interest in the Bren 2 Ms.” 
However, this rifle is restricted, unlike 
the Crusader models. The Bren 2 Ms 
is available in 7.62x39 and 223 Rem-
ington. The model I examined had a 
16.5-inch barrel, but it can also come 
with an 11-inch barrel.

Strejcek said, “We would like to offer 
an 18.5-inch barrel next year and have 
it recognized as a non-restricted fire-
arm in Canada.” Of course, for shoot-
ers seeking a non-restricted tactical 
rifle, this is good news indeed.

The most colourful display of rifles 
at the show was the Cadex exhibit. 
Cadex is a Canadian company known 
for its precision rifles, but the compa-

ny now offers a line of hunting rifles. 
Their line of premium rifles boasts 
every feature a shooter requires. But 
Cadex also offers an extensive line of 
actions, chassis systems, rifle acces-
sories and shotgun accessories. In 
addition, Cadex manufactures a DX2 
Evo trigger that provides multiple ad-
justments so a shooter can customize 
the trigger to suit individual prefer-
ences. Shooters packed into the Cadex 
exhibit to handle the most striking-
looking rifles at the show.

Of course, the major firearms brands, 
including Remington and Mossberg, 
were also displayed. Remington re-
emerged after Remington’s assets, in-
cluding their firearms and ammunition 
divisions, were sold during a bank-
ruptcy auction a few years ago. Only 
a few of the most popular Remington 
models were on display at TACCOM. 
However, it was good to see this once-
dominant brand coming back.

THE OPTICAL WORLD
A quick tour of the convention floor 
showed an equal amount of innova-
tion among scope manufacturers, with 
my first stop being the Vortex booth. 
I spoke to Reg Wales, technical field 
advisor, for his take on the industry. 
And, of course, for his professional 
insight into the Vortex line of scopes 
and optics.

“Our buyers and the industry in 
Canada are changing at a rapid pace,” 
he told me. “People’s budgets, wants 
and needs are changing.” But Wales 
also admitted that things changed 
when the new legislation and regula-
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tions rolled out, and Vortex faced an 
immediate reality. “Because we have 
certain firearms optics that are more 
suited for the AR platform, these 
sales were affected,” he said. “But, we 
are picking up in other areas.”

One of those areas is rimfire shoot-
ing sports. “That is where we are 
putting our interest and support, 
both financially and by other means. 
We are trying to support the industry 
any way we can, and rimfire is where 
it is at in Canada.” But Vortex contin-
ues to provide high-quality optics for 
every shooting discipline.

“We have something for every-
one,” he explained. Their entry line 
of scopes is the Crossfire line. “The 
Crossfire line starts at $199 and 
increases, depending on features, 
from there,” he told me. There are 
also nine categories of red dot sights 
to meet every shooting need imagin-
able. “Our warranty is across the 
board,” he added. “With all repairs 
and warranty repairs done in-house, 
and a turnaround of approximately 
one week, depending on the season, 
not including shipping time.”

Next, I stopped by the Korth Group, 
which represents Leupold scopes in 
Canada. Mark Clifford, a Leupold 
product specialist, briefed me on 
what is available to Canadian shoot-
ers. “We have price points starting in 
the $400 to $500 range, up to our Mark 
5 Tactical at the $4,000 mark,” he told 
me. And within that range are optics 
to meet every shooting need.

Their warranty policy and repair 
are an integral part of after-sales 



ers have the possibility of a 
CO2 Rhino that is like the real 
thing,” he said.

OVERCOMING THE BARRIERS 
So, what was the main take-
away from my experience at 
TACCOM 2023? Dealers and 
retailers are changing their 
product lines and refocusing 
on how they service the fire-
arms enthusiast. As Wales from 
Vortex told me, “The firearms 
industry is morphing because 
people are rolling with the 
punches.”

With the final announcement 
closing TACCOM at day three’s 
end, I realized the shooting in-
dustry had done an exceptional 
job meeting these new chal-
lenges. And shooters have never 
had such high-quality products 
backed by a commitment to 
customer service. Retailers and 
dealers have adapted, innovated 
and overcome the challenges 
caused by the changing legisla-
tive landscape. 

service. “We offer a 100 per cent life-
time warranty. Our Canadian office is 
located in Okotoks, Alta. We can take 
scopes apart, re-gas them and even 
change reticles for shooters in our 
custom shop.” They also have a full in-
door range to test scopes after repair.

My final stop was at the Nightforce 
booth. There, Jason Land, a Nightforce 
scope specialist and field trainer, 
told me Nightforce was started by a 
dentist in Australia. Not satisfied with 
the scopes available to shooters, this 
dentist inventor drew up a design and 
created Nightforce.

“Our body tubes are two to three 
times thicker than our competitors’. 
So, if you have that little bump at the 
range, or your gun falls over, or you 
are on horseback or riding in a truck, 
you will not lose zero or have your 
glass break.” He went on to say that 
the company motto is, “Rugged, reli-
able, repeatable.”
And according to Land, the same 
machinery which mills their body 
tubes makes their mounting hard-
ware. “They are a perfect one-on-one 
match,” Land told me. “If you lap our 
rings, we void the warranty.” He said 
the scope is aligned perfectly when 
a Nightforce scope is mounted with 
their rings, mounts and bases.

HANDGUNS?
As I proceeded through the packed 
convention centre, I saw a shock-
ing sight. Attendees were streaming 
into the Chiappa Firearms exhibition 
space to check out one of the display 
cases. And what did we see? Several 
handguns, specifically Rhino revolv-
ers. Of course, I wondered why they 
displayed handguns because they can’t 
sell them in Canada since the handgun 
freeze. So, what was going on?

I walked over to Stefano Quarena, a 
sales and marketing representative, and 
asked him the obvious question: How 
could they offer handguns for sale?

“They are CO2 air pistols,” he told 
me. Quarena explained that since they 
can no longer sell handguns in Cana-
da, they offered an air gun version of 
their most popular handgun, the Rhino 
revolver. He told me, “To keep the at-
tention high on our pistol models, we 
started to distribute CO2 handguns, 
including a replica of the Rhino.”

He readily admitted they would 
rather sell real handguns to Canadian 
shooters. “But at least our custom-
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CADEX had 
examples 
of their line 
of precision 
rifles, 
hunting rifles 
and chassis 
for attendees 
to examine.

There are 
plans to offer 
the Bren 2 Ms 
with an 18.5-
inch barrel, 
making it non-
restricted.

Nightforce scopes were available for visitors 
to inspect at the Nightforce booth.
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TACCOM 2023  
– THE PEOPLE

A glimpse of Canadian gun culture
BY ODELIA CHAN

TACCOM 2023. Exciting. Uplifting. 
Memorable.

Attendees were cheerful and respect-
ful; show exhibitors explained tech-
nicalities with a smile; at each booth, 
people exchanged gun stories and 
opinions. Needless to say, I didn’t stop 
grinning all four hours I was there. 
(And it was just Friday afternoon!)

I chatted with some of the wonderful-
ly diverse people making up Canada’s 
firearms culture, and I owe them much 
thanks for the shared laughs and sto-
ries. I learned a lot from our conversa-
tions. The five different perspectives to 
follow give a taste of what Canadian 
gun culture looks like today, what we 
might expect in the near future and, 
above all, what makes the Canadian 
firearms community so amazing. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT FIREARMS IN CANADA
Let’s begin with a conversation I didn’t 
expect to have (but was thrilled to 
hold!) with Zach Schwingenschloegl 
of GunGuard, part of Acera Insurance 
Services. Schwingenschloegl is the 
bridge between gun businesses and 
business insurance companies, telling 
insurance companies the truth about 
the actual mechanics of firearm use 
and procurement in Canada and walk-
ing gun businesses through proper 
business management and best insur-

ance options.
When asked about insurance claims 

GunGuard has faced so far, Schwing-
enschloegl told me, “The biggest claims 
we’ve had to deal with on the regular 
are people stealing trucks and driving 
them into stores, not really stealing 
much in the process.” Once, a stolen 
gun was found several blocks down 
from the business it was taken from, 
rejected after the perpetrators realized 
it was a black powder rifle.

Another GunGuard associate shared 
that on the personal insurance side, 
the usual claims have to do with ac-
cusations of improper storage and 
transportation of guns, often stem-
ming from unfounded overreactions 
by people who don’t understand 
guns. GunGuard regularly addresses 
prejudices against guns as a result of 
ignorance in both personal and profes-
sional worlds.

“People think what they see in mov-
ies is real,” Schwingenschloegl said. 
“But that’s just not the case here in 
Canada.”

CANADA’S FIREARMS COMMUNITY
What about the people who do know a 
thing or two about firearms? Donovan 
Dewis from the Canadian Access To 
Firearms (CATF) publication was kind 
enough to share what he saw of the 

state and “mind” of the firearms com-
munity across Canada.

As the second-generation publisher 
of the CATF, a national publication 
previously run by founder Paul Rogan, 
Dewis expects to see firearm sell-
ers closing their doors in the wake of 
handgun and certain rifle model bans.

“People are worried,” Dewis said. 
And they have good reason to be. As 
more and more guns are taken off the 
non-restricted list and placed on the 
restricted list — or, God forbid, the 
banned list — the people who use and 
own guns for tactical and competitive 
shooting will likely decrease until we 
only have mostly rifle/shotgun hunt-
ers. In a time when the gun you legally 
hunted with on a weekend could be 
illegal by the time you come home, 
Dewis’ advice is simple: “Take things 
day by day.”

However, these restrictions have 
actually unified and solidified our 
national gun community. Previously, 
most hunters wouldn’t pay much 
attention to handguns, AK-45s or AR-
15s. But now that these weapons are 
banned or restricted, shotgun and long 
rifle owners know they could be next. 
As Dewis sees it, changes in firearm 
regulations tend to bring different gun 
factions together under the same ban-
ner of liberty and common sense.



up to a friendly sales associate at the 
exhibit and asked him how he, as one 
of Crusader Arms’ firearms assem-
blers, lives out their motto as he puts 
the guns together.

His response? “Well, I sacrifice a lot 
of my time and energy to build these 
guns. With humility, I know they are 
some of the best on the market. And 
I am honoured that people like them, 
buy them and use them.”

I believe all the manufacturers and 
designers at TACCOM 2023, such as 
TriggerTech’s innovation on Friction-
less Release Technology, would say 
and feel something similar. 

NEW SHOOTERS: TRENDS & ADVICE
On that note of firearms innovation 
in Canada, I had the honour to spend 
a few minutes with Gilles Stub-
bins, Mossberg’s sales manager for 
Canada. What would he say to the 
new shooter who’s wondering where 
to begin on their shooting journey 
— who’s perhaps lost, confused and 
wandering through TACCOM 2023 
even as we spoke?

His thoughts: Don’t go after the 
well-known brands, flashy gun 
builds or camouflage underwear. 
What works for the best shooters 
doesn’t mean that’s what you should 
get. “Check your budget, try a few 
guns out and use what fits you and 
feels right for you,” he said. Even if it 
means choosing that $550 rifle that 
has all you need and works well for 
you, over a $2,000 build everyone else 
is gawking at.

As Mossberg’s national sales man-
ager this side of the border, I thought 
he’d be the perfect person to ask for 
a glimpse of the current firearms 
market. Of all the demographic 
groups getting into guns in recent 
years, Stubbins said, the top three 
were these:

Ladies: They’d like to hang out more 
with the guys in their life (or the girls 
they’d thought were crazy!)

After an interesting discussion on 
recent and upcoming changes in 
Canadian politics and their effects on 
firearm rights, Dewis closed with an 
exhortation to all Canadian firearm 
owners: We must keep up the fight, 
no matter which party leads the 
country.

PERSPECTIVES & IMPACTS OF GUN LEGISLATION
Coincidentally, I’d just met a fellow 
fighter before talking with Dewis. 
Jennifer, a volunteer at TACCOM, 
has been shooting 3-Gun matches for 
more than three years and has a sev-
en-year-old daughter who’d also love 
to compete someday. She and her 
daughter have been writing letters to 
MPs and other officials about recent 
changes in handgun laws, articulating 
just how and why such restrictions 
are unlawful and unnecessary.

Like all law-abiding firearm owners, 
Jennifer sees firearm restrictions, 
especially those of October 2022, as 
“an attack on private property, and 
attacks on an entire community of 
Canadians” and “a whittling of human 
rights and freedoms in the country.” 
On a personal level, restricting what 
new sport shooters are allowed to 
own and train with forces shooting 
competitions to keep modifying and 
adjusting competition categories and 
techniques, until shooting sports will 
no longer be what they used to be — 
as is the case already. 

WHAT SAY THE CRAFTSMEN?
Exciting as shooting matches and 
hunting may be, we wouldn’t have 
the guns we have today without our 
firearm manufacturers. One booth I 
returned to again and again, Crusad-
er Arms, is at the cutting edge of Ca-
nadian firearms design and manufac-
ture. The modern-looking semi-autos 
belied the Templar Knights-style of 
their brand. Their tagline, “Humility, 
honour, sacrifice,” appealed to me; 
on the spur of the moment, I walked 
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Young people: Guns look fun, 
thanks to movies and video games. 
Stubbins laughed as he described 
how young fellows would pick up a 
Mossberg shotgun at his display, drop 
to a knee and pretend to be in an epic 
face-off with an invisible opponent. 

Hunters: As food becomes more 
expensive in grocery stores, more 
people get into hunting to bring 
in food for themselves and their 
families.

PERSONAL TAKEAWAYS
A personal highlight of the gun show, 
besides the conversations I’ve had 
with men and women who’ve been 
in the firearms world for many years, 
was getting to shoulder guns I’d 
dreamed of owning for some time. 
What made me most thankful at 
TACCOM 2023, however, was seeing 
people from all walks of life come to-
gether to learn, celebrate and connect 
over a shared passion, interest and 
understanding of firearms. Guns are 
pretty cool — but even more powerful 
and memorable are the friendships, 
knowledge transfers and ever-im-
proving craftsmanship that go into 
Canada’s firearms culture. 

The hard-working administrative 
team at the NFA booth.

LEFT: The author 
gets behind a 
.50-calibre gun 
at TACCOM. 

RIGHT: Some of 
the wonderfully 
diverse people 
making up 
Canada’s 
firearms culture.
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Working with the 257 Weatherby Magnum
BY ROSS OEHMS

Within our family, we seem to 
have used most of the common 

calibres at one time or another for 
either pig or varmint hunting here in 
Australia. However, one gap has been 
cartridges and rifles firing .257 calibre 
projectiles. They seem to have fallen 
out of favour with the fickle shooting 
public, perhaps because most of these 
cartridges are, in relative terms, older.

In a modern context, we are only 
talking about three cartridges in .257 
calibre: the 25-06 Remington which 
dates from 1920, the 257 Roberts intro-
duced in 1934 and the 257 Weatherby 
Magnum from 1944. The rest of the car-
tridges using .257-inch projectiles have 
fallen even further by the wayside, and 
that includes the 25 WSSM of more 
recent times.

For all three cartridges, the reloading 
manuals suggest projectiles of 75 and 
87 grains in weight as suitable for var-
mint hunting, with the 115-, 117- and 
120-grain versions for larger game. My 
interest lies in the larger projectiles, 
as I think the Weatherby as a varmint 
cartridge burns excessive amounts of 
powder.

With a 25-06 Remington already in 
the family gun safe, the Weatherby 
offered the most challenge and best 
performance overall. All very well, but 
where to go from there? Reality arrived 
via an advertisement on a website of 
used guns, listing a new Remington 
CDL SF available at a reduced price, 
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and, for me, it was an offer too good to 
refuse. There is an old piece of aviation 
lore that says if it looks okay, it will fly 
the same way; I hoped this applied to 
the CDL and it would shoot as good as 
it looked.

PLANNING
With the rifle in hand, I started to 
develop a plan, and it began with a 
resolve to address two issues common 
to cartridges in the 257 Weatherby 
class. First, to preserve and extend 
barrel life I would not heat the barrel 
to an excessive degree, thus multiple, 
repetitive shots are out.

Secondly, I would maintain a strict 
cleaning regime to ensure the barrel 
is always as clean as possible. There 
is nothing wrong with high-intensity 
rounds; you just have to load develop 
and shoot them slightly differently — 
admittedly, a personal opinion.

Another potential problem was 
the lack of brass, as 257 Weatherby 
Magnum cases are sometimes dif-
ficult to obtain. Oddly enough, in this 
instance, cases were available from 
several sources. As a backup, it is pos-
sible to make cases from 7mm Rem-
ington Magnum brass; however, while 
useable, the reformed cases would be 
a touch short in the neck.

I felt there were two hunting weight 
projectiles worthy of exploration: first, 
110-grain Nosler AccuBonds and, 
second, custom 115-grain Protector 
Points. Both should be ideal for long-
range pigs here in Australia. I liked the 
idea of the 115-grain custom flat-based 
Protector Point projectiles, as they have 
provided sterling service in the past 
in a variety of calibres, and velocity 

should be in the region of 3,000 feet 
per second or possibly higher.

The AccuBond was thought to be a 
good compromise, with slightly extra 
speed over a 120-grain projectile, 
perhaps somewhere in the region of 
3,200-plus feet per second, with good 
down-range performance. This is a 
common projectile within our shoot-
ing group, providing excellent results 
in several calibres; and it should 
handle just about any pig out to 400 
yards or so.

Initially, dies were another prob-
lem. Certainly, there were a few basic 
die sets available, but I thought the 
cartridge deserved better, particu-
larly regarding bullet seating. After 
researching several, the Forster set of 
a full-length die and benchrest seater 

die appealed. Normal gun shops did 
not have stock, but thankfully there 
were several sets on eBay.

Weatherby chambers are usually 
bored with a long throat, and aside 
from any other reason, it keeps the 
pressure down in high-intensity car-
tridges, and it was expected the Rem-
ington chamber would be cut in this 
fashion. Perhaps the overall limitation 
would be the cartridge length to fit in 
the rifle’s magazine.

With a 110-grain AccuBond just 
holding in the case neck, the length 
between the base of the case and the 
ogive of the projectile was 3.19 inches. 

BELOW: Good .257 projectiles like these 
110-grain AccuBonds and 115-grain 
Protector Points can be hard to find. 
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range. This is good accuracy, although 
velocity using this powder appeared 
to be just a bit below book figures. 
Another ADI powder, similar to 
H-1000, drove the same bullet to 3,302 
feet per second, again with sub-MOA 
accuracy. It was interesting to note 
that Hornady and Speer’s manuals 
mentioned Retumbo, Magpro and 
RE-25 powders as suitable for this 
projectile weight as well.

Regarding the 115 custom Protec-
tor Points, I used the two previously 
mentioned ADI powders, as well as 
another product similar to Hodgdon’s 
Retumbo. The latter powder is what I 
settled on for these bullets as it pro-
duced a better loading density. With 
an average velocity of 3,082 feet per 
second, it produced groups of 0.79, 
0.40 and 0.76 inches, for an overall 
average of 0.65 inches. Not bad for a 
high-intensity cartridge in a factory 
rifle. Thus, this became the standard 
load for field use.

At the time of writing, we have taken 
a few pigs with this round, mainly by 
sitting over dammed water at dusk 
in the summer months. It is a very 
effective method of accessing game in 
the dry Australian outback, but that is 
another article. 

accuracy. For initial load development, 
I prefer to start with the projectile just 
shy of the lands, so this provided a 
fixed starting point. With such a long 
free bore, even by Weatherby stan-
dards, there was not much chance of 
getting anywhere near the lands of 
the barrel in this rifle. The AccuBond 
was the longer of the two projectiles, 
so I settled for a cartridge overall 
length of 3.5 inches, which fit in the 
magazine, a bit above the 3.25 inches 
suggested in a couple of manuals.

RANGE TIME
In keeping with my previous resolu-
tions, the barrel was fouled with a 
single shot before starting the groups 
and cleaned according to a strict 
regime thereafter. The whole load 
development process became a long, 
drawn-out affair mainly because I 
only fired shots at 10-minute inter-
vals to prevent barrel heating. Aside 
from this item, load development was 
straight forward.

With the current shortages, only 
Australian ADI powders were avail-
able to me, and a product similar to 
H-4831 propelled the Nosler 110-grain 
AccuBond to 3,087 feet per second, 
producing groups in the 0.80-inch 

Slid carefully into the rifle’s cham-
ber and the bolt closed, the dummy 
cartridge was removed and measured 
at 3.063 inch, leaving little holding the 
projectile in the case neck, and cer-
tainly not enough for practical use.

Comments on the Internet suggest-
ed anywhere between 0.050 and 0.075 
inches off the lands produced best 

The author’s rifle is a nice-
looking Remington 700 CDL.



the right to hunt on public lands. 
Conversely, and as a corollary of 
the public’s right to hunt on public 
land, it cannot be appropriated by 
hunters to the exclusion of others, 
irrespective of the duration of the 
“appropriation.”

A widespread practice that I have 
observed is for hunters to claim a 
priority by posting that they hunt 
a particular area. In an area that 
I hunted around 2010, locals had 
claimed public land as theirs (for 
hunting purposes) until 2050. They 
had posted signs to that effect. 
Legally, they could not even claim 
it as theirs for a split second. Signs 
posted in hunting areas are meant 
to alert others to the presence of 
hunters, so that dangerous situations 
are avoided, not to deter others 
from hunting. Common decency 
warrants that a hunter should avoid 
hunting too close to other hunters, 
so as not to interfere with someone 
else’s activities. However, this is 
by no means a legal obligation. 
Unfortunately, it is the source of 
frequent conflicts between people 
who are in competition to hunt the 
same public land. The truth is they 
are all equally entitled to hunt, and 
there is no precedence from being 
there first or having a history of 
hunting a particular area. 

HUNTING ON PRIVATE LAND 
One of the prerogatives of land 
ownership is the right of the owner 
to exclude others from accessing 
their land. A landowner has an 
absolute right to determine who may 
or may not hunt on their land. This 
requires the granting of permission. 
Permission is a unilateral action, 
granting a particular individual 
or group of individuals the right 
to hunt on a property. Unless a 
hunting lease or irrevocable hunting 
licence has been granted (which 
is rare), permission to hunt may 
be revoked at any time, with or 
without reason. Often, it is illegal to 

charge consideration for granting 
permission.

Often, the law requires that 
permission be in writing and that the 
hunter have a copy of it accessible 
during hunting activities. Wherever 
this is the law, wardens are usually 
entitled to ask for proof of written 
permission.

Trespassing is the action of 
disrespecting third-party property 
rights by entering their property 
without permission. Since the 
property rights extend vertically, 
shooting an animal standing on 
private land, even if the shooter is 
standing outside of the property, 
may also constitute trespassing, since 
the bullet must necessarily travel 
over the property to reach the game 
animal. 

If, after being shot, an animal enters 
a property where a hunter does 
not have permission to hunt, the 
hunter faces a dilemma. First, under 
most hunting laws, the hunter has a 
general duty to use his best efforts 
to retrieve the animal. However, 
the landowner may refuse entry. 
Fortunately, this seldom happens. A 
solution is to call a game warden and 
have the warden attempt to mediate. 
Alternatively, wardens have the right 
to enter private property and may 
retrieve the animal. Landowners have 
no right to keep the game animal for 
themselves in such a situation.

It is not necessary for private 
property to be posted for 
unauthorized entry to constitute 
trespassing. However, in many 
places, posting is a requirement 
to trigger penalties attached to 
trespassing.

Finally, in certain provinces, public 
agents (whether wardens or police 
officers) may issue tickets entailing 
fines to hunters who trespass on 
private property. 
 
INTERFERENCE WITH A LEGAL HUNTING ACTIVITY
There are two situations that I want 
to cover. The first is interference by 

non-hunters, and the second one is 
interference by fellow hunters.

Hunting is a polarizing activity. 
People may oppose hunting and will 
take active steps to “protect animals 
from hunters.” This has been getting 
worse in the last few years, as society 
becomes ever more polarized and 
urbanites move to rural areas in ever 
greater numbers. I have personally 
witnessed the following: people 
honking the horn of their car as a 
deer hunter enters the woods, and 
others yelling from the roadside as 
a hunter is on a stalk, attempting 
to get into shooting position. In 
both instances, the hunter had full 
permission and the perpetrators 
were “animal lovers” who thought it 
was their duty to let the deer know 
that a hunter is after them.

Others will walk their dog off leash 
in an area where hunters are active. 
The latter is not only incompatible 
with hunting, since the dog may 
chase game animals or frighten 
them, but it is also dangerous to 
the dog and the dog owner, who 
have a tendency not to wear blaze 
orange when they do so. Contrary to 
widespread belief, it is not legal for 
a hunter to shoot an errant dog in a 
hunting area.

Although not a criminal offence, in 
most provinces such conduct is an 
infraction under applicable hunting 
laws. I encourage people who witness 
such conduct to report it to game 
wardens. Of course, it is crucial 
to obtain information allowing 
identification of the perpetrators, 
such as noting the perpetrator’s car 
licence plate number.

Finally, since no one may claim 
a priority over public land, it is 
also illegal for hunters to threaten 
or intimidate competing hunters. 
In both instances, the conduct 
may amount to a criminal offence 
(i.e., assault, uttering threats or 
intimidation, depending on specific 
circumstances) and should be 
reported to police. 
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Rubrique Juridique 
Guy Lavergne, avocat

Chasse Sur Les Terres Privées Et Publiques

diverses raisons. Par exemple, le 
terrain peut être consacré à des 
fins incompatibles avec la chasse, 
par exemple la protection de 
l’environnement ou de certaines 
espèces. Il peut également être 
indisponible pour les activités 
de chasse ou de tir, en raison de 
son emplacement; par exemple, à 
l’intérieur d’un certain périmètre d’un 
aérodrome, le tir est généralement 
limité, afin de ne pas mettre en 
danger la sécurité des aéronefs. Enfin, 
l’organisme public peut accorder 
des privilèges de chasse exclusifs 
à certaines personnes, comme les 
pourvoyeurs, ou aux associations 
à but non lucratif (ex. : ZECs au 
Québec) ou aux autochtones, limitant 
ainsi l’accès public.

En général, à moins que les activités 
de chasse ou de tir ne soient ainsi 

En tant que chasseurs, l’une 
de nos premières et plus 

importantes responsabilités est de 
déterminer si nous avons le droit 
de chasser là où nous entendons 
le faire. Les exigences seront 
différentes selon que le terrain où 
nous prévoyons chasser est public ou 
privé. 
 
LE DROIT DE CHASSER SUR  
LES TERRES PUBLIQUES
La situation la plus simple est celle du 
domaine public. Les terres publiques 
sont celles qui appartiennent à un 
organisme gouvernemental et qui 
sont destinées à un usage public. 
Cependant, bien que publiques, 
les terres publiques peuvent être 
soumises à des restrictions de chasse. 
Les restrictions peuvent prendre 
plusieurs formes et être dues à 
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Public land may be subject to 
hunting restrictions.

Les terres publiques peuvent 
néanmoins être assujetties à des 

restrictions quant à la chasse.



restreintes, tout membre du public 
a le droit de chasser sur les terres 
publiques. À l›inverse, et comme 
corollaire du droit du public de 
chasser sur le domaine public, 
celui-ci ne peut être approprié par 
les chasseurs à l’exclusion des tiers, 
quelle que soit la durée de  
« l›appropriation ».

Une pratique courante que j’ai 
observée est que les chasseurs 
revendiquent une priorité en 
affichant qu’ils chassent une zone 
particulière. Dans une région que j’ai 
chassée vers 2010, certains chasseurs 
avaient revendiqué des terres 
publiques jusqu’en 2050, en affichant 
des panneaux à cet effet. Légalement, 
ils ne pouvaient même pas 
revendiquer une exclusivité de chasse, 
ne serait-ce que pour une fraction de 
seconde. Les panneaux affichés dans 
les zones de chasse visent à alerter les 
tiers de la présence de chasseurs, afin 
d’éviter des situations dangereuses. 
La décence veut qu’un chasseur 
évite de chasser trop près des autres 
chasseurs, afin de ne pas interférer 
avec les activités de quelqu’un 
d’autre. Cependant, il ne s’agit en 
aucun cas d’une obligation légale. 
Malheureusement, cela à l›origine de 
conflits fréquents entre des personnes 
qui sont en concurrence pour chasser 
le même terrain public. La vérité, 
c’est qu’ils ont tous le même droit d’y 
chasser et qu’il n’y a aucun précédent 
à être arrivé en premier ou à avoir 
des antécédents de chasse dans une 
région particulière. 

CHASSE SUR DES TERRES PRIVÉES 
L’une des prérogatives du droit de 
propriété foncière est d’empêcher 
les tiers d’y accéder. Un propriétaire 
foncier a le droit absolu de déterminer 
qui peut ou ne peut pas chasser sur 
ses terres. Cela se fait généralement 
en accordant une autorisation ou 
permission. Celle-ci est une action 
unilatérale, accordant à un individu 
ou à un groupe particulier d’individus 
le droit de chasser sur une propriété. 
À moins qu›un bail de chasse ou un 
permis de chasse irrévocable n›ait été 
accordé (ce qui est rare), l›autorisation 
de chasser peut être révoquée en 
tout temps, avec ou sans motif. Dans 
certaines provinces, il peut être illégal 
de demander une compensation pour 
accorder une telle permission.

Dans certaines juridictions, la loi 

exige que la permission soit faite 
par écrit et que le chasseur en ait 
une copie accessible, pendant les 
activités de chasse. Partout où cela est 
la loi, les agents de conservation ont 
généralement le droit de demander 
une preuve de l’autorisation écrite.

L’intrusion est l’action de manquer 
de respect aux droits de propriété 
d’un tiers en entrant dans leur 
propriété sans permission. Étant 
donné que les droits de propriété 
s›étendent verticalement, tirer sur 
un animal qui se trouve sur un 
terrain privé, même si le tireur se 
tient à l’extérieur de la propriété, 
peut également constituer une 
intrusion, puisque le projectile doit 
nécessairement traverser la propriété 
pour atteindre le gibier.

Si un animal est abattu à l’extérieur 
d’une propriété où un chasseur 
n’a pas la permission de chasser, 
et qu’il pénètre par la suite dans 
cette propriété, un chasseur est 
généralement confronté à un 
dilemme. Premièrement, en vertu 
de la plupart des lois sur la chasse, 
le chasseur a le devoir général de 
faire de son mieux pour récupérer 
l’animal. Toutefois, le propriétaire 
foncier a le droit de refuser l’entrée. 
Heureusement, cela arrive rarement. 
Une solution consiste à appeler 
un agent de conservation et à lui 
demander d’agir à titre de médiateur. 
Alternativement, les agents de 
conservation ont le droit d’entrer 
sur la propriété privée et peuvent 
récupérer le gibier. Les propriétaires 
fonciers n’ont pas le droit de garder 
le gibier pour eux-mêmes dans une 
telle situation.

Il n’est pas nécessaire que la 
propriété privée soit affichée pour 
que l’entrée non autorisée constitue 
une intrusion. Cependant, dans de 
nombreuses juridictions, l’affichage 
est une exigence pour déclencher des 
pénalités rattachées à l’intrusion.

Enfin, dans certaines juridictions, 
les agents publics (qu’il s’agisse de 
gardiens ou de policiers) peuvent 
émettre des contraventions entraînant 
des amendes aux chasseurs qui 
pénètrent sur une propriété privée. 
 
INTERFÉRENCE AVEC  
UNE ACTIVITÉ DE CHASSE LÉGALE
Il y a deux situations que je désire 
discuter. La première est l’ingérence 
de non-chasseurs, et le second est 

l’ingérence d’autres chasseurs.
La chasse est une activité 

polarisante. Certaines personnes sont 
farouchement opposées à la chasse et 
prendront des mesures actives pour 
« protéger la faune des chasseurs ». 
La situation s’est aggravée au cours 
des dernières années, à mesure que 
la société se polarise de plus en plus 
et que les citadins se déplacent de 
plus en plus nombreux vers les zones 
rurales. J’ai personnellement été 
témoin de ce qui suit : des gens qui 
klaxonnent lorsqu’un chasseur de 
cerfs entre dans les bois, et d’autres 
qui crient sur le bord de la route, 
alors qu’un chasseur est sur une 
traque, essayant de se mettre en 
position de tir. Dans les deux cas, le 
chasseur avait la pleine permission 
et les auteurs étaient des « amoureux 
des animaux » qui pensaient qu’il 
était de leur devoir de faire savoir au 
cerf que le chasseur leur portait un 
intérêt certain. D’autres promèneront 
leur chien sans laisse dans une zone 
où les chasseurs sont actifs. Cela 
est non seulement incompatible 
avec la chasse, car le chien peut 
poursuivre le gibier ou l’effrayer, 
mais c’est également dangereux 
pour le chien et son maître, qui ont 
bien sûr tendance à ne pas porter 
de dossard orange lorsqu’ils le 
font. Contrairement à la croissance 
populaire, le chasseur n’est pas 
habilité à abattre un chien errant.

Bien qu’il ne s’agisse pas d’une 
infraction criminelle, une telle 
conduite est une infraction dans la 
plupart des juridictions en vertu 
des lois applicables en matière de 
chasse. J’encourage vivement les 
personnes qui sont témoins d’un 
tel comportement à le signaler aux 
gardes-chasse. Bien sûr, il est crucial 
d’obtenir des informations permettant 
d’identifier les auteurs, comme noter le 
numéro de plaque d’immatriculation 
de la voiture de l’auteur.

Enfin, puisque nul ne peut 
revendiquer la priorité sur des terres 
publiques, il est également illégal 
pour les chasseurs de menacer ou 
d’intimider les chasseurs concurrents. 
Dans les deux cas, la conduite peut 
constituer une infraction criminelle 
(c.-à-d. voies de fait, menaces ou 
intimidation, selon les circonstances) 
et devrait être signalée à la police. 
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In the world of firearms and 
precision shooting, innovation 

and technology continually push 
the boundaries of what is possible. 
One such advancement is the Cadex 
Defence Strike Nuke Evo chassis sys-
tem. Engineered with cutting-edge 
materials and precision manufactur-
ing, this hybrid-style chassis blurs 
the line between a chassis and a 
traditional rifle stock.

The Cadex Defence Strike Nuke 
Evo is crafted from a blend of ad-
vanced materials, including carbon 
fibre and high-grade aluminum, 
providing a balance of strength, ri-
gidity and light weight. Using carbon 
fibre significantly reduces the stock’s 
weight (about 5.1 pounds) while 
enhancing durability, making it a top 
choice for precision shooters who 
value portability without compro-
mising performance.

A spring-loaded cheek rest is fully 
adjustable, including side-to-side 
adjustment, allowing for a comfort-
able and consistent cheek weld, 
promoting a proper and repeatable 
alignment with the rifle’s optic. 
Furthermore, using spacers allows 
the shooter to adjust the length of 
pull, while the adjustable recoil pad 
feature accommodates shooters of 

various sizes and preferences.
The ambidextrous palm swell grip 

is an ingenious design that incor-
porates a thumb rest area at the 
top of the palm swell, yet it’s highly 
functional but not intrusive like 
some other designs. This allows the 
shooter to use it optionally, depend-
ing on preference, and be comfort-
able in either hand position.

Integrated M-LOK sections allow 
for attachment of additional equip-
ment, empowering shooters to tailor 
the rifle chassis to their specific 
requirements. With this ability to 
attach various accessories such as 
ARCA rails, sling mounts and bi-
pods, enhancing stability and ease 
of handling, the Strike Nuke Evo 
quickly demonstrates the versatility 
and benefit of a chassis platform.

Cadex has a long history in impact 
and recoil absorption technology, 
meaning this chassis has been engi-
neered to absorb and disperse recoil 
energy, thus reducing shooter fatigue 
and improving overall control. Even 
when shooting a larger magnum 
cartridge, the Strike Nuke Evo is 
a pleasure to shoot, and it quickly 
becomes apparent why it is a crowd 
favourite.

The Strike Nuke Evo is a major 

Made in Canada
Justin Foster

Cadex Defence Strike Nuke Evo

contribution to achieving sub-
MOA (minute of angle) accuracy 
from a rifle. Combined with a 
high-quality action and precision 
barrel, this system is capable of 
unlocking a lot of potential by pro-
moting that necessary harmonious 
relationship between the rifle and 
the shooter.

The Strike Nuke Evo is available 
in a wide range of colours and 
inlets, capable of fitting several Ca-
dex actions, short and long actions 
with Remington 700 footprints, as 
well as some rimfire actions. Of 
course, the centrefire models all 
utilize the appropriate AICS pat-
tern detachable magazine. Pricing 
depends on options, but hovers 
around $750 CAD. Check out the 
Cadex website at cadexdefense.
com for complete specifications.

Cadex Defence has earned a 
reputation as a leading innova-
tor in the firearms industry, and 
the Strike Nuke Evo reflects the 
company’s commitment to excel-
lence. From competitive shooting 
matches to tactical applications 
and hunting, this rifle stock is a 
do-all product from one of the 
best Canadian companies in the 
industry.
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LegalLegal  CornerCorner
Guy Lavergne, Attorney at Law

As hunters, one of our first and 
most important responsibilities 

is to determine whether we have a 
right to hunt where we plan to. The 
requirements differ depending on 
whether the land we plan to hunt on 
is public or private. 
 
THE RIGHT TO HUNT ON PUBLIC LAND
The simplest situation is that of 
public land. Public land is land 
owned by a government body and 
dedicated to public use. However, 
albeit public, public land may be 
subject to hunting restrictions. 
The restrictions may take multiple 
forms and be due to a variety of 
reasons. For example, the land may 

be dedicated to other purposes that 
are incompatible with hunting, e.g., 
protection of the environment or 
of certain species. It may also be 
unavailable for hunting activities 
or to shooting due to its location, 
e.g., within a certain perimeter of an 
airfield, shooting is restricted, so as 
not to endanger the safety of aircraft. 
Finally, the public body may have 
granted exclusive hunting privileges 
to certain persons, such as outfitters, 
or for-profit associations (e.g., ZECs 
in Quebec) or natives, thereby 
restricting public access.

In general, unless hunting or 
shooting activities are so restricted, 
any member of the public has 

Hunting On Private & Public Land

A landowner has an absolute 
right to determine who may or 
may not hunt on their land.

Un propriétaire foncier a un droit 
inconditionnel de décider qui 
peut chasser sur sa propriété.

5 0   w w w . n f a . c a   N o v e m b e r/ D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3


	CFJ_NOV DEC23_01_COVER_01
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_02-03_CONTENTS_02
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_02-03_CONTENTS_03
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_04
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_05
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_06
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_07
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_08
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_09
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_10
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_11
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_12-15_PRESERVINGHERTI_POLITICS&GUN_12
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_12-15_PRESERVINGHERTI_POLITICS&GUN_13
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_12-15_PRESERVINGHERTI_POLITICS&GUN_14
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_12-15_PRESERVINGHERTI_POLITICS&GUN_15
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_16-21_DIY LEVER_ACTION ISSES_16
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_16-21_DIY LEVER_ACTION ISSES_17
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_16-21_DIY LEVER_ACTION ISSES_18
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_16-21_DIY LEVER_ACTION ISSES_19
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_16-21_DIY LEVER_ACTION ISSES_20
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_16-21_DIY LEVER_ACTION ISSES_21
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_22-25_SPEEDY PRECISION_22
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_22-25_SPEEDY PRECISION_23
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_22-25_SPEEDY PRECISION_24
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_22-25_SPEEDY PRECISION_25
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_26-31_REALORFAKE_26
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_26-31_REALORFAKE_27
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_26-31_REALORFAKE_28
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_26-31_REALORFAKE_29
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_26-31_REALORFAKE_30
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_26-31_REALORFAKE_31
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_32-35_SAVAGE–MDT COLLABRATION_32
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_32-35_SAVAGE–MDT COLLABRATION_33
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_32-35_SAVAGE–MDT COLLABRATION_34
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_32-35_SAVAGE–MDT COLLABRATION_35
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_36-39_TOBRAKE OR NOT_36
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_36-39_TOBRAKE OR NOT_37
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_36-39_TOBRAKE OR NOT_38
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_36-39_TOBRAKE OR NOT_39
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_40-41_PROVEN PERFORMANCE_40
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_40-41_PROVEN PERFORMANCE_41
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE PEOPLE_42
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE PEOPLE_43
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE PEOPLE_44
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE PEOPLE_45
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE PEOPLE_46
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE_PEOPLE_42
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE_PEOPLE_43
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE_PEOPLE_44
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE_PEOPLE_45
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_42-46_STACCOM—THE HARDWARE_PEOPLE_46
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_47-49_KINGOFTHE QUARTER BORES_47
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_47-49_KINGOFTHE QUARTER BORES_48
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_47-49_KINGOFTHE QUARTER BORES_49
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_51
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_52
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_53
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_54
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_55
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_56
	CFJ_NOV DEC23_50_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA REV_50

