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TR-410
The TR-410 Compact Revolver Shotgun, was 
specifically designed for the Canadian market 
to feature a compact, modular and tactical 
design in a NON-RESTRICTED package.

The TR-410 features a modular design with 
a full flat-top picatinny rail, for complete 
customization of optics and sighting 
accessories. The bottom handguard also 
features a full picatinny rail for tailoring of grip 
accessories while the sides of the handguard 
feature M-LOK slots additional accessory 
mounting. The stock is telescoping  and 
includes an adjustable cheek rest and textured 
pistol grip for optimal ergonomics.

Weighing just 5.6lbs and only 27” in overall 
length, this shotgun is small enough to be 
carried in a pack or small case. While .410 GA 
may seem a little demure to shooters used to 
12GA, it is still a potent cartridge, with .410 
slugs often containing more muzzle energy over 
a standard .357 Magnum.

The barrel is rated for steel shot and is 9.4” in 
length, threaded for interchangeable chokes 
with a chamber sized for shells up to 3”. Like all 
firearms imported by TI, the TR-410 is backed 
with a LIFETIME WARRANTY.

Comes with manual, hunting plug kit, flip-up 
iron sights, angled foregrip, eye protection, ear 
protection and C, F and M chokes(one in barrel). 
Limited supply, expected to sell out quickly.. 
Priced at just $799. 
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This month’s cover is cour-
tesy of Brecon Satchwell, who 

grabbed this image on a rainy 
day in Abbotsford, BC, at an NRL 
22 match hosted by AML Preci-
sion. These types of precision rifle 
matches usually happen regardless 
of weather conditions and shoot-
ers just have to deal with whatever 
the environment throws at them. 
Satchwell reports this event had 
lots of bad weather, with rain, wind 
and dark gloomy skies, making 
shooting conditions challenging. 
The left-handed shooter seen here 
is wielding a custom-barrelled 
right-hand CZ 457 set into an MDT 
chassis and topped with a Vortex 
scope from their Razor line. That 
empty case he’s ejecting is from a 
round of Lapua Long Range Match. 
All this top-level gear and his obvi-
ous skill level earned him second 
place overall in the match. 

9683 – 45 Avenue,  
Edmonton, Alberta, T6E 5Z8
Toll Free: 1-877-818-0393
Local: (780) 439-1394
Fax: (780) 439-4091
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Al Voth

owners are the last people who 
should fall victim to it. So, find a way 
to get outside and do a nature reset. 
Camping is great for doing this, as 
are long hikes and backpacking. I’m 
fortunate enough to live in an area 
where farmers welcome responsible 
gun owners to deal with pests and 
burrowing rodents. So, when I need a 
reset, you’ll find me in a big field with 
a fat gopher in the crosshairs. It’s the 
perfect way to get that readjustment 
I need regularly. And I’m convinced 
it’s not the shooting of small, furry, 
destructive animals that does it, the 
reset comes from being out in nature 
and soaking in the sights, smells and 
sounds of the experience.

A good book to read, either on a 
beach or on a park bench, is another 
way to rest over the summer. Maga-
zines work too and I’m sure you’ll 
find some worthwhile content in 
these pages. We have a couple of 
firearm reviews, including the Weath-
erby Sorix shotgun and Bergara’s 
HMR Pro rifle. There’s something for 

The Time For A Nature-Based Reset

muzzleloader hunters as well, with 
Brad Fenson looking at Tradition’s 
new NitroBolt, a bolt-action muzzle-
loader that uses the FireStick system 
to load powder and primer.

We also take a look a couple of 
Canadian products, specifically 
CamPro bullets and the Falcon-
Strike recoil pad system. Both are 
Canadian companies that have 
found success beyond our borders. 
Again, showing how we can have 
a vibrant and successful firearm 
industry in this country.

Firearm historians will find Ron 
Craig’s story covering the last 
commercial version of the UZI 
submachine gun and its Canadian 
connection a fascinating read. And 
for the technically minded, check 
out T.J. Schwanky’s look at ballistic 
compensation systems and Brecon 
Satchwell’s review of the Garmin 
radar-based chronograph.

Enjoy the read, and remember, if 
you’re an NFA member, it’s your 
magazine. 

This issue of the CFJ will be 
arriving in your mailboxes as 

Canada’s two traditional months of 
summer holidays start. The kids are 
out of school, the weather is warm 
and it’s a great time to be outside 
and forget about life’s stresses. Obvi-
ously, for gun owners that part about 
forgetting stresses is more difficult 
considering the outcome of the fed-
eral election.

You’ll find lots of post-election 
commentary in these pages, so I 
won’t dive into that topic myself, 
other than to suggest this is a good 
time to take a deep breath, calm 
down and make an effort to look 
after yourself. And since it’s summer, 
one of the best ways to do that is to 
spend time in nature. I believe satu-
rating oneself in nature has a healing 
effect on our spirits and emotions, 
making this a good time to go for 
a walk and linger in places where 
there is no concrete or asphalt.

Nature deprivation is a common 
malady in today’s world, and gun 
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As this column is being written, 
summer is just around the corner. 

The longer days and warmer weather 
are calling Canadians outdoors – to 
the campgrounds, to the cottage and, 
for many of us, to the ranges. Whether 
you’re a competitive shooter fine tuning 
your marksmanship, a parent introduc-
ing your children to safe and respon-
sible gun handling or simply someone 
who enjoys an afternoon plinking 
targets with friends, summer is our sea-
son. The joy of the shooting sports is a 
deep-rooted Canadian tradition, and it 
continues to thrive despite the obstacles 
we face.

Our recent National Firearms As-
sociation annual general meeting was 
a clear demonstration of that resilience, 
strength and unity. Held in Red Deer, 
Alta., the event brought together mem-
bers and allies from across the country. 
It was an honour to meet so many of 
you in person, shake your hands and 
have meaningful conversations. The 
NFA is, and always will be, a grassroots 
organization. We are not above our 
members – we are our members. When 
you speak, we listen. And we act.

The AGM featured an impressive line-
up of speakers who represent the very 
best of our firearms community and 
our broader coalition of freedom-loving 
Canadians. Alberta Chief Firearms Of-
ficer Teri Bryant gave an inspiring talk 
about her work to ensure fair treatment 
of gun owners in the province. Sheila 
Gunn Reid, Alberta bureau chief at 
Rebel News, delivered a powerful mes-
sage on media bias and standing firm in 
the face of political spin. We also heard 
from Mitch Sylvestre and Scott Payne of 
the Alberta Black Hats, whose leader-
ship in the community continues to be 
invaluable, and MLA Shane Getson, a 
staunch defender of our rights in the 
Alberta legislature.

In addition to our in-person speakers, 

we were fortunate to receive special 
video messages from several key voices 
in the firearms world. Rob Furlong, 
from Rob Furlong’s Marksmanship 
Academy, offered his perspective as a 
world-class sniper and instructor. Ian 
Runkle, known widely for his legal 
insight as Runkle of the Bailey, helped 
unpack the current legal climate. Travis 
Bader of Silvercore provided insights 
into training and community build-
ing, while Daniel Fritter from Calibre 
Magazine emphasized the importance 
of media presence and unity within our 
firearms culture.

These voices represent a wide 
spectrum of experience – from legal to 
tactical to journalistic – but they are all 
united by one core principle: the de-
fence of Canadian firearms ownership.

As everyone is now aware, the Liberal 
Party has once again formed a minority 
government. Though it may seem like 
more of the same on the surface, many 
of us in the firearms community see 
this for what it is: a precarious balanc-
ing act with ominous undertones.

The buzz in Ottawa is already point-
ing to Mark Carney as the next iteration 
of Trudeau-style leadership – Trudeau 
2.0, if you will. For many Canadians, this 
signals nothing more than a rebrand-
ing of the same destructive policies. 
We have already seen what backroom 
deals and virtue-signalling governance 
can accomplish: widespread division, 
arbitrary bans and policies written with 
no consultation or regard for the people 
most affected by them.

Yes, a few of the most openly anti-
firearms ministers are no longer in 
cabinet, but we are not celebrating just 
yet. Their replacements are not show-
ing any indication of a more rational or 
evidence-based approach. The threat 
remains and, if anything, it is evolving.

So, where is our Canada going? From 
where we stand, freedom in this coun-

try is under siege. It’s not always blatant 
or loud. Sometimes it comes in the form 
of regulation dressed up as “public 
safety.” Other times, it’s the quiet ero-
sion of rights through orders in council 
or UN-influenced policy shifts. The 
danger is real – and growing.

But while there may be instability in 
the government, there is no wavering 
within the NFA. We are more focused, 
more determined and more strategic 
than ever. We will not stand by and 
watch as personal property is seized 
without compensation or justification. 
We will not accept being labeled as 
extremists for choosing to responsibly 
own and use firearms.

We are doubling down on our lob-
bying efforts – not just with friendly 
conservative allies, but also with those 
in the Liberal camp who represent rural 
ridings. We know that many Liberal 
MPs in rural areas are feeling the heat, 
and we intend to turn up that pressure. 
If they want to continue holding their 
seats, they need to start listening to 
their constituents – gun owners, hunt-
ers, sport shooters and farmers among 
them.

Our mission doesn’t end at Canada’s 
borders. The NFA will be active on the 
world stage throughout the summer 
and fall. We are attending several 
international events, including those 
hosted by the United Nations and the 
World Forum on Shooting Activities. 
These global organizations often oper-
ate under the radar, but their decisions 
and recommendations carry weight and 
influence Canadian policy.

There is a concerted international 
effort underway to demonize private 
firearms ownership. The goal is total 
civilian disarmament, cloaked in the 
language of safety, peace and co-oper-
ation. But we know better. These efforts 
are driven by politics and money, not 
facts or effectiveness. They ignore the 

  

Standing Firm For Firearms Freedom

PPresident’sresident’s
MMessage essage   
Rick Igercich
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MMessage du essage du PPrésidentrésident
Par Rick Igercich  
Défendre Fermement Le Droit Aux Armes À Feu  

Au moment d’écrire ces lignes, l’été 
est à nos portes. Les journées plus 

longues et le temps plus chaud invitent 
les Canadiens à profiter du plein air – 
sur les terrains de camping, au chalet et, 
pour nombre d’entre nous, aux champs 
de tir. Que vous soyez un tireur de com-
pétition qui perfectionne son adresse 
au tir, un parent qui initie ses enfants 
au maniement sûr et responsable des 
armes à feu ou simplement quelqu’un 
qui aime passer un après-midi à tirer 
sur des cibles avec des amis, l’été est 
votre saison. La joie du tir sportif est 
une tradition canadienne profondé-
ment enracinée, et elle se maintient 
malgré les obstacles auxquels nous 

sommes confrontés.
La récente Assemblée générale an-

nuelle de l’Association canadienne 
des armes à feu a clairement démon-
tré cette résilience, cette force et cette 
unité. Tenu à Red Deer, en Alberta, cet 
événement a rassemblé des membres 
et des alliés de partout au pays. Ce fut 
un honneur de rencontrer un si grand 
nombre d’entre vous en personne, 
de vous serrer la main et d’avoir des 
discussions constructives. La NFA 
est, et sera toujours, une organisation 
populiste. Nous ne sommes pas au-
dessus de nos membres – nous sommes 
nos membres. Quand vous parlez, nous 
écoutons. Et nous agissons.

L’AGA a accueilli un nombre impres-
sionnant d’orateurs représentant le 
meilleur de notre communauté des 
armes à feu et de notre coalition plus 
vaste de Canadiens épris de liberté. 

La contrôleuse des armes à feu de 
l’Alberta, Teri Bryant, a prononcé une 
allocution inspirante sur son travail 
visant à assurer le traitement équitable 
des propriétaires d’armes à feu de la 
province. Sheila Gunn Reid, chef de 
bureau de Rebel News en Alberta, 
a transmis un message puissant sur 
la partisanerie des médias et sur la 
nécessité de rester fermes face à la 
désinformation politique. Nous avons 
également entendu Mitch Sylvestre 

realities of rural life, personal safety 
and historical precedent. And worst of 
all, they target the wrong people – law-
abiding citizens – while doing nothing 
to address the real sources of violence.

We won’t stand for it. We will chal-
lenge these ideas, expose the flaws 
in their logic and make it clear that 
Canadians will not be coerced into sur-
rendering their rights under the guise 
of global consensus.

The political landscape may change. 
The names and faces in parliament may 
shift. The rhetoric may become louder 
or quieter. But the NFA’s commitment 
does not change.

We are ready. We are watching. We 
are prepared.

We never rely on just one strategy. 
Every campaign, every initiative, every 
legal challenge – we back it with con-
tingency planning. If one door closes, 
we kick open another. That is how we 
survive in this turbulent environment. 
That is how we win.

To our members: thank you for your 
support. It means everything. We exist 
because of you, and we fight for you. 
Your trust gives us strength. Your pas-
sion fuels our work. Your determination 

is our foundation.
So, let’s keep pushing forward. Let’s 

show Canada – and the world – that 
we will not be silenced, sidelined or 
legislated out of existence.

Keep fighting the good fight.
You have our backs – and we have 

yours.  

Keep fighting the good fight. 
You have our backs – and we 
have yours.

Continuons notre combat. 
Vous nous soutenez – et 
nous vous soutenons.

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y

 IS
TO

C
K



8   w w w . n f a . c a  J u l y/A u g u s t  2 0 2 5

restons prudents. Leurs remplaçants 
ne montrent aucun signe d’une ap-
proche plus rationnelle ou fondée sur 
des preuves. La menace demeure et, 
même, elle augmente.

Alors, où va notre Canada ? D’après 
nous, la liberté dans ce pays est at-
taquée. Ce n’est pas toujours flagrant 
ou ostensible. Cela prend parfois la 
forme d’une réglementation déguisée 
en « sécurité publique ». À d’autres 
moments, c’est une érosion discrète 
des droits par des décrets ou des 
changements politiques influencés 
par l’ONU. Le danger est réel – et 
grandissant.

Mais s’il y a une instabilité au 
gouvernement, la NFA, elle, ne faiblit 
pas. Nous sommes plus concentrés, 
plus déterminés et plus stratégiques 
que jamais. Nous ne resterons pas 
les bras croisés face à la saisie de 
biens personnels sans indemnisation 
ni justification. Nous n’accepterons 
pas d’être traités d’extrémistes parce 
que nous choisissons de posséder et 
d’utiliser des armes à feu de façon 
responsable.

Nous intensifions nos activités de 
lobbying – non seulement auprès de 
nos alliés conservateurs, mais auprès 
de ceux qui, dans le camp libéral, 
représentent des circonscriptions 
rurales. Nous savons que de nom-
breux députés libéraux des régions 
rurales ressentent la pression, et nous 
avons l’intention de l’augmenter. 
S’ils veulent garder leur siège, ils 
doivent commencer à écouter leurs 
électeurs – notamment les proprié-
taires d’armes à feu, les chasseurs, les 
tireurs sportifs et les agriculteurs.

Notre mission ne s’arrête pas aux 
frontières du Canada. La NFA sera 
active sur la scène mondiale tout l’été 
et l’automne. Nous assistons à divers 
événements internationaux, notam-
ment ceux qui sont organisés par les 
Nations Unies et le Forum mondial 
des activités de tir (World Forum 
on Shooting Activities, WFSA). Ces 
organisations mondiales agissent 
souvent discrètement, mais leurs dé-
cisions et leurs recommandations ont 
du poids et influencent la politique 
canadienne.

et Scott Payne, des Alberta Black 
Hats, dont le leadership au sein de la 
communauté demeure inestimable, 
ainsi que le député provincial Shane 
Getson, ardent défenseur de nos droits 
à l’Assemblée législative de l’Alberta.

En plus des orateurs présents, nous 
avons eu la chance de recevoir des 
messages vidéo spéciaux de diverses 
personnalités du monde des armes à 
feu. Rob Furlong, de la Rob Furlong’s 
Marksmanship Academy, a donné 
son point de vue de tireur d’élite et 
d’instructeur de calibre mondial. Ian 
Runkle, très connu pour ses connais-
sances juridiques à titre de Runkle 
of the Bailey, a expliqué le climat 
juridique qui prévaut actuellement. 
Travis Bader, de Silvercore, a donné 
un aperçu de la formation et de la 
création de la communauté, alors que 
Daniel Fritter, du Calibre Magazine, a 
souligné l’importance de la présence 
dans les médias et de l’unité au sein 
de notre culture des armes à feu.

Ces voix représentent un vaste 
éventail d’expériences – juridiques, 
tactiques ou journalistiques – mais 
elles sont toutes unies par un principe 
fondamental : la défense de la posses-
sion d’armes à feu au Canada.

Comme tout le monde le sait, le parti 
libéral forme de nouveau un gouver-
nement minoritaire. Bien que cela 
semble être la même chose en surface, 
nombre d’entre nous, au sein de la 
communauté des armes à feu, voient 
les choses telles qu’elles sont : un 
équilibre précaire avec des connota-
tions inquiétantes.

À Ottawa, on décrit déjà Mark 
Carney comme la nouvelle version du 
leadership à la Trudeau – Trudeau 2.0, 
si l’on peut dire. Pour de nombreux 
Canadiens, ce n’est qu’une redéfini-
tion des mêmes politiques destructri-
ces. Nous avons déjà vu ce que les en-
tentes en coulisses et la gouvernance 
vertueuse peuvent entraîner : une 
division généralisée, des interdictions 
arbitraires et des politiques élaborées 
sans consultation ni considération 
des personnes les plus touchées.

Oui, certains des ministres les 
plus ouvertement anti-armes à feu 
ne font plus partie du cabinet, mais 

Il existe un effort international 
concerté pour diaboliser la posses-
sion privée d’armes à feu. L’objectif 
est un désarmement civil total, sous le 
couvert de la sécurité, de la paix et de 
la coopération. Mais nous ne sommes 
pas dupes. Ces efforts sont motivés 
par la politique et l’argent, et non par 
les faits ou l’efficacité. Ils ignorent les 
réalités de la vie rurale, la sécurité 
personnelle et les précédents histo-
riques. Et le pire, c’est qu’ils ciblent 
les mauvaises personnes – les citoy-
ens respectueux des lois – sans rien 
faire pour s’attaquer aux véritables 
sources de violence.

Nous n’allons pas les laisser faire. 
Nous allons contester ces idées, 
exposer les failles de leur logique et 
bien faire comprendre que les Cana-
diens ne seront pas obligés de renon-
cer à leurs droits sous le prétexte d’un 
consensus mondial.

Le paysage politique peut changer. 
Les noms et les visages au Parlement 
peuvent changer. La rhétorique peut 
devenir plus ou moins forte. Mais 
la détermination de la NFA reste 
inébranlable.

Nous sommes prêts. Nous obser-
vons. Nous sommes préparés.

Nous ne nous reposons jamais sur 
une seule stratégie. Chaque cam-
pagne, chaque initiative, chaque 
contestation juridique est accompag-
née d’un plan d’urgence. Si une porte 
se ferme, nous en ouvrons une autre. 
C’est comme ça que nous survivons 
dans cet environnement turbulent. 
C’est comme ça que nous gagnons.

À nos membres : merci pour votre 
soutien. Il représente tout. Nous 
existons grâce à vous et nous nous 
battons pour vous. Votre confiance 
nous donne de la force. Votre passion 
nourrit notre travail. Votre détermina-
tion est notre fondation.

Continuons à aller de l’avant. 
Montrons au Canada – et au monde 
entier – que nous ne nous laisserons 
pas réduire au silence, que nous ne 
serons pas mis à l’écart et que nous 
ne serons pas éliminés par la loi.

Continuons notre combat.
Vous nous soutenez – et nous vous 

soutenons. 
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The election 
didn’t go 
the way we 
wanted. But 
we haven’t 
lost yet.

Well, that didn’t go as planned. But 
politics seldom does.

The 2025 election was a comedy of 
desperation on the part of the Liberal 
Party. The collapse of the NDP after 
their made-in-hell marriage with the 
Liberals, Jettisoning Justin Trudeau, a 
trade war with the US and the casting of 
Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre as a 
Trump-like populist by the mainstream 
media bought them a reprieve from part 
of the electorate. It was a small part of 
the electorate, as the Liberals were once 
again unceremoniously handed another 
minority government.

The fact is, this is a minority govern-
ment with no mandate, living on bor-
rowed time.

The Liberals hate minority govern-
ments. With their allies in the political, 
media and cultural elite, they will do 
everything they can to create the political 
conditions where they may be able to 
form a majority. They will continue to tear 
down, as they did during the election, 
the Poilievre Conservatives in the hope 
that Canadians who believe in rights and 
freedoms simply give up, as some around 
the world already have.

The majority of Canadians expected 
change but were denied it through politi-
cal machinations and an entrenchment 
of the media, and cultural and political 
elites who have so much invested in the 
Liberal party, and this government, such 
as it is. In essence, nothing was really 
decided.

We live in a fractured and divided 
Canada, perhaps even more so than 
previously under Justin’s rule. At NFA’s 
just concluded annual general meeting 
in Red Deer, Alta., immediately after the 
election, separation and sovereigntist talk 
was hot and heavy. That disturbed me. 
Not because it was “anti-Canadian” or 
sour grapes because of the election, but 
how do you tell people in a province that 
has been under political, cultural and 

economic attack by Ottawa for the last 10 
years, and arguably for decades, that they 
should give it another chance?

Seriously, tell me how?
And the next parliament will be 

fractured and divided too. The Libs will 
desperately try and make deals with the 
Bloc Quebecois and the remains of the 
NDP to stay alive as a government. But 
to what end? That is the part that worries 
me the most.

When regular Canadians no longer 
respect government or observe laws out 
of contempt, disdain and disgust, we 
have truly arrived at a most disturbing 
moment. As someone who was raised 
to believe, as you were, that law was a 
moral, ethical and principled business 
and not a political tool to reach an ideo-
logical end, one has to ask to what end 
will unprincipled ideologs go to achieve 
their goals?

As someone who talks to Canadians 
from coast to coast to coast every day 
and is asked to advise and guide on their 
battles with the Firearms Act and to 
explain laws and regulations that don’t 
even make sense to me, I have to ask: 
how could a government and bureau-
cracy be so irresponsible, so deliberately 
and flagrantly cruel to Canadians who 
have demonstrated they wish nothing 

VVice-ice-PPresident’sresident’s
MMessageessage  
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more than to abide by reasonable and 
just laws?

What authority can demand that Cana-
dians simply ignore evil and turn a blind 
eye to the immoral perversion of law?

Now that I’ve got that off my chest, we 
can get down to cases.

The Liberals still face massive logisti-
cal and economic challenges to their 
property confiscation plans. Three orders 
in council since 2020 have left many 
hundreds of thousands of legally bought 
and owned firearms owned by licensed 
Canadians in limbo. How to convince 
Canadians to give up, comply and hand 
them in? Perhaps they’ll start threatening 
us? Is that what Canada has become?

I’ve summed it up this way: we didn’t 
win, but we also didn’t lose. The hard 
times will continue for a while yet, but 
change is inevitably coming if we all 
continue to believe and continue to work 
with the determined passion we have 
seen since the firearms issue became po-
liticized by the civil disarmament lobby 
50 years ago.

Make no mistake. They hold us, our 
rights, freedoms and cultural heritage in 
utter contempt. But I think you, like me, 
have no interest in surrendering them 
to the latest incarnation of failed Liberal 
insanity.  

Political Realities
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Self defence is a natural act in all 
cultures and has been so since the 

beginning of time. In England and the 
US, it was declared a right; in Canada, 
until not long ago, it was legal.

Since caveman times, individu-
als have carried self-defence items, 
including things like a leather sling 
with a rock in it or a sharp flint knife. 
In the Middle Ages, everyone carried a 
knife. It was used for eating, as a tool, 
or it could be used for self defence. In 
Japan, peasants carried a large, ser-
rated garden knife called a Hori-Hori. 
Old time Scots carried knives in their 
socks, as well as one called a dirk that 
hung on their belt. In the 1600s, men 
carried swords, while women carried 
knives. In the 1700s, when firearms be-
gan to be refined, the upper classes in 
Europe started to carry guns. In North 
America, including Canada, firearms 
were common; being a frontier culture, 
pistols were carried daily, and long 
guns were carried whenever people 
were out on the trail.

Men and women of the upper classes 
who rode in carriages used fur muffs to 
keep their hands warm. Built into these 
muffs were holsters for small pistols. 
One of the more popular muff pistol 
designs of the era was a small flintlock, 
large bore, single-shot, turn-barrel 
pistol. They were simple to load, in that 
an individual could unscrew the bar-
rel, pour in a powder charge to fill the 
chamber, place a ball on top and screw 
the barrel back in place. In the flintlock 
era, they would prime the pan, put the 
pistol on half cock and keep it in their 
pocket. When riding in a coach, they 
would put it in the muff holster.

During the percussion era, the pro-
cedure was the same, but with ignition 
via percussion cap. Women’s dresses 
of the late 1700s and early 1800s often 
had large pockets built into them 
on the owner’s strong side. In these 
dresses there was a slit so when ladies 
were walking around, they could carry 
their small pistols in this pocket. Men 

carried small pistols in their waist coat 
pockets and slightly larger pistols in 
their coat pockets. When travelling in 
stagecoaches, men in North America, 
including Canada, carried handguns 
called belt pistols. In the flintlock days, 
these pistols simply had a hook that 
slipped over the belt, allowing one or 
two to be carried with ease. By the mid 
1800s, handguns had evolved into what 
we now know as the revolver. They 
were still called belt pistols, although 
they were now regularly carried in 
holsters on the belt.

In the 1860s, self-contained cartridges 
were invented, initially in pinfire, 
then rimfire and then centrefire. The 
market for self-defence guns blos-
somed. Women could now carry small, 
flat pistols in their garters. Most garter 
guns were small, with the most popular 
being .22 calibre. Men in town carried 
pocket pistols – some were very small 
and could be carried in a waist coat 
pocket. A popular model of defence 
handgun was called the British Bulldog 
and they were manufactured in .32, .38, 
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.44 and .45 calibre models. They were 
so popular that by the 1880s, there were 
multiple manufacturers making clones 
of the Bulldog.

There were also a multitude of 
manufacturers producing small .22 and 
.32 calibre revolvers. Colt, Remington, 
Smith & Wesson and Hopkins & Allen, 
followed by many European makers, 
were in the forefront. Makers such as 
Cooper, Henry Derringer, Forehand & 
Wadsworth, Lefaucheux, Manhattan, 
Webley and many others sold these 
small pistols. One of these pistols is 
notable for its popularity – the Reming-
ton .41 calibre over/under Derringer. 
It was manufactured until the 1940s, a 
production run of nearly 70 years, and 
copied by a multitude of other makers 
in larger or smaller versions. British 
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ABOVE: This 1880s revolver 
advertisement offered a British 
Bull Dog revolver from Charles 

Stark & Co., of Toronto for $3 plus 
33 cents postage.



SOURCES:
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Bulldog revolvers were available in 
Canada during the 1880s and 1890s 
from Charles Stark & Co. of Toronto. 
Cost was $3 plus 33 cents postage.

The production of these small hand-
guns flourished in the early part of 
the 20th century, with manufacturers 
focusing on specific markets, including 
women, businessmen, storekeepers, 
pharmacies, bicyclists and bankers. 
They advertised the value of small 
handguns for personal protection. 
These guns were called bicycle pistols, 
ladysmiths, banker’s models and sher-
iff’s models, all in various calibres and 
barrel lengths.

Bicycle pistols, for instance, were gen-
erally short barreled .32 or .38 calibre 
versions called hammerless because 
of a shroud covering the hammer. This 
was billed as a safety feature, so that 
if a cyclist fell off their bike it would 
not accidentally discharge. Banker’s 
models were generally .38s with a four-
inch barrel that could be easily kept 
in a drawer, or if a banker had to carry 
money to another branch, they could 
simply put it in their coat pocket. The 
Colt sheriff’s model single action was 
a full-sized model in .44 or .45 calibre 
with a three-and-a-half-inch barrel 
that could be carried in a coat pocket. 
I have authentic information that the 
James Bay Pharmacy here in Victoria in 
the 1930s and ‘40s had the pharmacist 
equipped with an H&R .38 calibre four-
inch top-break revolver.

Since the late 1970s, self defence in 
Canada has been constantly down-
graded by various regimes, to the 
point some people are afraid to defend 

themselves in a dangerous situation. 
Women are left vulnerable, and crime 
rates are soaring. In the US, firearm 
manufacturers continue to produce 
excellent defensive pistols, with 
women a large part of their market. 
Smith & Wesson, for example, con-
tinues to produce the Lady Smith line 
of women’s revolvers, as well as the 
hammerless J frame revolver cham-
bered in 38 Special. Ruger produces a 
small 380 Auto, while Springfield Ar-
mory and Glock also produce smaller, 
short-barreled handguns. There are 
some novel ways to carry these small 
handguns, including a Lycra thigh 
holster for ladies, with a pocket that 
will accommodate a cell phone and a 
small pistol.

The handgun market is, of course, 
frozen in Canada, and small, short-
barreled handguns are classified 
as prohibited. The reality is that in 
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Canada, the authorities encourage vic-
tims not to fight back, but to submit to 
robbery, violence and sexual assault. In 
my opinion, this just allows the perpe-
trator to escape, then even if arrested, 
he gets paroled and is quickly out on 
the street to do it again. Our firearms 
heritage is being subverted by ideol-
ogy that allows gun crime to grow and 
miscreants to thrive.

ABOVE: Ladies pocket illustrated 
with various guns. Starting top 
left, Iver Johnson bicycle pistol, 
Lefaucheux pinfire pocket pistol, 
British 44 Bulldog, Remington 

Ryder garter gun, Safeguard .22 
vest pocket pistol, Forehand & 
Wadsworth .38 pocket pistol, 

British Bulldog .38 rimfire pocket 
pistol and in the pocket  

a Remington-style derringer.

TOP RIGHT: A garter gun  
tucked in place. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: A Savage pistol 
advertisement from the early 

1900s



With the election behind us (this 
was written in May), firearm 

owners can re-evaluate the general 
situation and our prospects. Carney, 
despite having spent considerable ef-
fort to muddy the water, is even more 
statist and globalist than Trudeau was. 
He is a major mover and shaker in the 
international sphere, with far more 
competence than drama queen Trudeau 
ever displayed.

In general terms, he supports extreme 
globalism, where all significant deci-
sions are taken at the international 
level, free from unwanted voter inter-
ference. For him, the fact that democra-
cy ends at a nation’s borders is a feature 
not a bug. For example, he formed the 
Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net 
Zero, a group of banks and financial 
institutions who agreed to use their 
financial power to deny funding to fos-
sil fuel projects and punish companies 
and nations that didn’t give enough 
support to Net Zero. This is an example 
of NGOs acting as shadow govern-
ments, free from public control.

This and his support for the “no more 
pipelines act,” Bill C-69 (already declared 
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court 
of Canada) and his determination 
to continue carbon taxes signals his 
government will continue to cripple our 
economy. A measure of how deep the 
Liberal’s Net Zero fantasy goes is the 
fact Canada only produces about one 
per cent of global emissions and our 
refusal to develop simply means that 
development takes place elsewhere with 
no net environmental benefit. The use of 
strategic materials to gain international 
influence and support allies remains off 
the table. Socially, he is a dedicated sup-
porter of DEI and the rejection of merit 
in hiring and promotion.

We can expect to see, and perhaps 
already are, conflicts with the US over 
Trump’s rejection of the technologically 
impossible Net Zero agenda and man-
aged industrial decline as a viable op-
tion. Many of Carney’s beliefs are little 

more than fantasies. For example, he 
is proposing we increase our military 
security by allying more closely with 
EU countries incapable of supporting 
their own militaries. One could go on, 
but Canada is heading towards con-
frontations with the US as the Liberals 
shift Canada away from a US alliance 
and sink us more deeply into global-
ism. Given the American’s concern 
over defense of their north and the 
deteriorating condition of NORAD and 
our armed forces, this is not likely to go 
away. Mass immigration and the result-
ing devastation of the housing market 
and healthcare is no longer a safe 
bet for Liberals. Miniscule economic 
growth due to increasing numbers is 
no longer hiding our plummeting GDP 
growth, which reveals our increasing 
poverty.

There has been some commentary 
that attributes the Conservative’s defeat 
to their policies, but a closer look at the 
election reveals a repeat of the “unite 
the left” strategy that defeated Stephen 
Harper. The Liberal victory can be at-
tributed to the complete collapse of the 
NDP and their voters shifting to the 
now openly socialist Liberal Party. How 
stable their current minority govern-
ment will be is now determined by 
whether the NDP will continue their 
disastrous alliance and what money 
and power the Liberals are willing 
to give to ensure the anti-Canadian 
separatist Bloc Quebecoise support. 
Bloc support is not impossible given the 
Liberal Party’s determination to erase 
and demonize Canadian history, tradi-
tions and identity to make way for their 
post-national state. The Liberal’s victory 
is on shifting and unstable ground.

The Liberal victory due to gaining 
NDP seats is a one-time thing since 
the NDP is broke, discredited and has 
few seats left to lose. The seats the Bloc 
lost all went to the Liberals, which 
could easily change, especially if the 
Bloc receives big concessions of power 
and cash for temporarily supporting 

the Liberals. The Trump factor and the 
strange spectacle of Canadians voting 
for the party that spent a decade bad 
mouthing Canada and is hell bent to 
continue our reliance on the American 
market by prohibiting new pipelines, 
LNG ports and mines is at best unreli-
able. They also had the advantage of the 
shortest possible election campaign, 
preventing many Canadians from figur-
ing out who Carney really is and what 
his agenda would mean.

WHAT TO EXPECT
Carney’s steadfast commitment to far 
left fantasies make any rational or fact-
based review of Liberal crime and fire-
arms policies unlikely. A government 
that willingly cripples its own economy, 
making itself weaker, poorer and more 
vulnerable for no gain, is driven by ide-
ology and not facts. Carney has made it 
very clear that he will not only continue 
but also accelerate the Liberal Party’s 
attack on legal gun owners.

Judging from experience and cur-
rent pronouncements, we can expect 
that further attacks will be justified by 
several talking points.

The first is promoting their policies 
as anti-American (or anti-Trump.) This 
utilizes a well-entrenched attitude that 
began with the successful defense of 
“Canada” against the American rebels 
in 1776 (a united defense by both Brit-
ish and French) and continued with our 
successful defense of Canada in 1812. It 
is seldom spoken of now, but Confeder-
ation, which had been stalled for years, 
was finally agreed upon due to fear the 
US would send its victorious Northern 
army to conquer Canada. This will be 
energized by the globalist Carney’s de-
sire to isolate and defeat Trump on the 
international stage. Accordingly, attacks 
on legal gun owners will be framed as 
a rejection of American gun violence 
(the US homicide rate is half the world 
average.)

Their anti-gun measures will also be 
presented as a demonstration of our 

Reflections On The Election
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superior morality. As in “why would 
anyone need a gun” or “guns have no 
place here” (“here” defined to suit the 
occasion.) This will be tied into anti-
Americanism as a shining example of 
our moral superiority. 

Misnaming to conceal and confuse 
will also be pursued with intent. The 
misnaming of common semi-automatic 
hunting and sporting arms as military 
“sort of” assault rifles, whose only 
purpose is homicide, is an example of 
this. No new legislation is necessary to 
eliminate legal ownership of any or all 
firearms. They can be prohibited and 
seized by OIC after a simple declara-
tion of “unsuitability.” The existence of 
the undefined term “variant” can be 
stretched to fit. For example, if one bolt-
action rifle is banned, all bolt-action 
rifles can be banned as “variants.”

Emotion, in preference of facts, the 
strategy of the last election, will be a 
baseline tactic. The Montreal Massacre, 
now imbedded in Canadian politics, 
will be referred to. The fact that the 

Montreal coroner’s report clearly stated 
that the police remaining outside, with 
no attempt at intervention, was respon-
sible for the high body count and the 
type of firearm used was irrelevant will 
not be allowed in debate. To support 
this, the Liberals will endeavour to 
erase any distinction between heavily 
regulated legal owners not involved in 
crime and criminals barred from legal 
ownership. In short, the fewer guns, the 
less criminal violence spin.

There will also be a determined attack 
on independent journalists, whose 
existence and public reach caused the 
Liberals so many embarrassments 
during the election. The government-
financed mainstream media has openly 
declared that independent journalists 
and their websites are disreputable ru-
mor mongers in need of silencing. This 
move to censorship is a pattern across 
the western world as the left’s policies 
fail to deliver as promised or only do 
so at staggering cost with disastrous 
side effects. We can expect this attack to 

include lawfare, deplatforming, shadow 
banning, open censorship (for our own 
good) and financial attacks to bankrupt 
the government’s critics. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Despite the disappointing election 
results, there are a few positive notes. 
The Conservatives, the only party to 
support gun rights, increased their 
share of seats by 24 and are only behind 
the Liberals by 2.2 per cent of the vote. 
The Liberals also lost some of their big 
city seats, which traditionally supported 
anti-gun policies. This opens the pos-
sibility a unified firearms community, 
especially the hunting community, can 
have a significant and possible cru-
cial impact on the next election. Our 
support for the alternative media is 
also critical to contradict mainstream 
media’s official truth.

Maintaining a unified front that sup-
ports all gun owners and not just “our 
bit” will be crucial to the survival of 
hunting and the shooting sports. 
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BALLISTIC 
COMPENSATION

Adjusting for gravity
BY T.J. SCHWANKY



Despite what you read on the inter-
net, there are no cartridges so flat 

shooting their bullets have no drop out 
to 500 metres. The truth is that a bullet 
starts dropping below the muzzle as 
soon as it leaves the barrel. That’s how 
gravity works. Certainly, faster cartridges 
shooting bullets with a high ballistic 
coefficient will experience less drop over 
a specified distance than a slower one, 
but make no mistake, both will drop due 
to gravity.

Gravity has the same effect on all 
bullets, regardless of weight or ballistic 
coefficient. They all drop at a rate of 9.8 
metres per second. When I was a kid, 
someone told me that if you dropped a 
bullet from barrel height and fired a bul-
let at the same moment, that both bullets 
would hit the ground at the same time. 
That is basically true. Both objects fall at 
a rate of 9.8 metres per second despite 
one also having linear motion.

So how is it that some cartridges and 
bullets experience less drop than others 
when shot at a target 500 metres away? 
Quite simply because they get there 
faster, and gravity has less time to act 
upon them. They aren’t defying gravity; 
they are simply exposed to its effect for a 
shorter period of time.

Another common misconception is 
that a bullet rises as it leaves the barrel. 
This can be attributed to the fact that 
when sighting in for longer ranges, the 
bullet is typically striking two or three 
inches high at 100 yards. The bullet 
isn’t rising, rather the barrel is angled 
slightly upward to compensate for the 
effect of gravity.

Once we have a basic understanding 
of gravity’s effect and the flight path of 
bullets, it becomes easier to understand 
how we compensate to make longer-
range shots accurately. When I was a 
kid, 300 yards was an extremely long 
shot, and we would simply sight in high 
enough at 100 yards that it hit zero at a 
longer range, usually 250 to 300 yards. 
Most of my rifles chambered in faster 
cartridges were set about three inches 
high at 100 yards. I never really verified 
them at longer ranges, but for deer it 
was accurate enough.

As I learned more about ballistics, I 
switched to the maximum point-blank 
range method. Simply put, this is the 
distance where a bullet never rises or 
drops out of the vitals on a deer-sized 
animal, or about an eight-inch circle. 
Imagine shooting down a pipe with an 
eight-inch interior diametre. The bullet 
would never rise high enough to strike 
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situations at low magnification, as can 
often happen when hunting. Con-
versely, I find the reticle can be too 
coarse at the high magnifications used 
for shooting at extended ranges. First 
focal plane scopes are ideal for com-
petitions like precision rifle series, but 
for hunting I’d stick with a second focal 
plane scope and just use the secondary 
hashmarks at maximum magnification.

To get the most out of a ballistic 
reticle, the first step is to settle on the 
load being used in the rifle and then 
establish the muzzle velocity with a 
chronograph. Using the published 
velocity for a particular load or am-
munition isn’t going to give satisfac-
tory results. If the scope manufacturer 
has an app, then it’s a simple matter of 
plugging in the variables like muzzle 
velocity, bullet ballistic coefficient and 
a few others and it will provide the dis-
tance values for the secondary hash-
marks. There are also aftermarket apps 

the top of the pipe and would only 
strike the bottom once your maximum 
range is reached. There are numerous 
online calculators to help determine 
a rifle’s maximum point-blank range. 
With my 6.5 PRC, for example, my 
maximum point plank range is 329 
yards with a sight-in zero of 279 yards, 
or 3.28 inches high at 100 yards.

This is an effective method for hunt-
ing if there’s no desire to shoot beyond 
300 yards. But what happens when we 
want to push ranges further? That’s 
when a scope with some sort of bal-
listic compensation is required, and 
the two most common methods are 
ballistic reticles and exposed elevation 
turrets. Both are equally effective. I’ve 
flip-flopped between methods over the 
years and even run both on a couple of 
my rifles. 

BALLISTIC RETICLES
There are dozens of styles of ballistic 
reticles on the market, but the most 
common is the Christmas tree style. 
It’s called this because the secondary 
hashmarks increase in width toward 
the bottom of the reticle, creating a 
Christmas tree shape. The increas-
ing width is because manufacturers 
typically add hold points for windage, 
as well. The primary crosshair at the 
top of the reticle is the one used to 
sight in, typically for 200 yards, and the 
hashmarks directly below are used for 
longer ranges. Many scope manu-
facturers offer an online app to help 
establish the distance values of these 
lower hashmarks. The one downside 
is that the shooter must remember the 
distance values for each of the second-
ary hashmarks. Shooters will often 
print out a chart and tape it on their 
stock for easy reference.

With all ballistic reticles, the values 
for secondary hashmarks change as 
magnification is adjusted on second fo-
cal plane scopes. I prefer second focal 
plane scopes for hunting for a variety 
of reasons, and these changing dis-
tance values aren’t a big issue as I’m 
typically at maximum magnification 
when shooting longer ranges. There-
fore, it’s only necessary to remember 
those values at maximum magnifica-
tion. First focal plane scopes have 
the advantage of being able to use 
the reticle at any magnification and 
the distance values of those second-
ary hashmarks remain the same. The 
downside is that the reticle changes 
size as magnification is adjusted, and 
I find it can be too fine in low-light 

TOP: Adjusting a rifle scope’s elevation 
turret is one way to adjust point of 

impact for a long-range shot. 

ABOVE: Using the reticle points of a 
Christmas tree type reticle, like this 

one from Zeiss, is another aiming 
option for long-range shooting. 

BELOW: Several phone apps are 
available to aid in using turrets  

and ballistic reticles. 
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like the Chairgun Elite Ballistic Tool 
that provides the distance values for 
2,600 different reticles. Then, once the 
distance values are calculated, it’s best 
to verify them at those ranges. Most 
ballistic reticles will get a shooter out 
to around 800 yards with a cartridge 
like the 300 Win Mag.

EXPOSED TURRETS
Virtually all rifle scopes have an 
elevation adjustment that sits atop the 
scope. It is used to change the vertical 
point of impact. On many scopes, the 
elevation turret is capped, and the cap 
must be removed to change elevation. 
But on scopes designed for longer-
range shooting, the turrets are exposed 
and can easily be adjusted without 
having to remove a cap. This allows 
the shooter to dial the correct eleva-
tion quickly for extended ranges. Most 
hunting scopes are calibrated in MOA 
(minute of angle), so each click of the 
elevation turret is roughly .25 inches at 
100 yards. At 400 yards, one click would 
equal one inch.

As with ballistic reticles, there are 
numerous apps available to calculate 
the number of clicks required for a 
specific yardage. Again, it’s important 
to know the muzzle velocity, bullet 
ballistic coefficient and other variables 
for the turret to be accurate. As with 
the reticle, most shooters print out a 
chart and tape it to their stock. It’s a 
fairly simple system, unaffected by 
magnification changes in second focal 
plane scopes. With the turret, a shooter 
is using only the primary crosshair and 
adjusting the elevation to alter point 

of impact. There are custom yardage 
turrets available, as well, which re-
ally simplify the process. With them, 
there’s no need to count clicks, just dial 
the turret to the indicated yardage. The 
one limiting factor is that the turret is 
engraved for one specific load, so if the 
ammunition is changed, a new turret 
is needed.

How far one can shoot with a turret 
scope depends on how much adjust-
ability the scope has. While higher 
end, dedicated long-range scopes may 
have 80 to 100 MOA of adjustment, 
some of the lower-priced scopes may 
be limited to 40 to 50 MOA of adjust-
ment, often limiting them to 500 yards 
or less. Anyone looking at a scope with 
turrets for long-range shooting should 
ensure it has sufficient vertical adjust-
ment for their needs. The addition of 
a picatinny rail that is slightly canted 
downward can help increase usable 
adjustment as well but make certain 
it’s still possible to zero the scope at 
200 yards. Rails in the 20 MOA range 

are the most common and will help 
gain additional distance if a scope does 
not have sufficient adjustment.

These days, I’m primarily using 
scopes with custom yardage tur-
rets from Ballistix Custom Targeting 
Systems and find they are accurate 
enough for the temperature and 
elevation variations I encounter here 
in Alberta. On most scopes, I’m using 
a simple duplex reticle zeroed at 200 
yards; then for longer shots, it’s a sim-
ple matter of ranging the target and di-
aling the turret to the marked yardage. 
Is it accurate enough for precision rifle 
competitions? Likely not, but it’s the 
ideal set up for hunting, in my opinion. 
For those who prefer a ballistic reticle, 
I’d stick to a second focal plane scope 
for hunting.

The quality of long-range optics has 
never been better or more afford-
able, so pick the system best suited to 
your shooting disciplines and become 
intimately familiar with it. There’s no 
replacement for range time.     

LEFT: Knowing 
muzzle velocity 

and ballistic 
coefficient are 

critical for using 
either turrets or 

reticles. 
reticles. 

BELOW: The 
author is 

pictured with 
an Alberta elk 
taken using a 

custom yardage 
turret. 



2 0   w w w . n f a . c a   J u l y/A u g u s t  2 0 2 5

A few years ago, Garmin introduced 
the Xero C1 Pro, a compact, easy-

to-use Doppler radar chronograph. 
This wasn’t Garmin’s first product in 
the shooting market, but it was the first 
applicable to all shooters, not just those 
focused on a single discipline like ELR, 
trap or archery.

The Xero C1 Pro quickly became a 
game changer. Not only does it use 
Doppler radar technology, it fits in a 
pocket and takes less than a minute 
to set up. It requires no extra tools, 
cables or trigger attachments to func-
tion across a wide range of shooting 
sports. Prior to the Xero C1, we had the 
LabRadar V1, about the size of a ream 
of paper. MagnetoSpeed units are also 
available, but they are about a foot long, 
slender and required direct mounting 
to the barrel or chassis with additional 
attachments. And, of course, we’ve long 
had chronographs using light sensors 
to track projectile speed. Most of these 
units take time to set up or require 
a lot of space. So when the Xero C1 
launched, it stood out and took the 
shooting world by storm.

I purchased a Garmin Xero C1 Pro a 
little over a year ago from Reliable Gun. 
Of all the chronographs I’ve owned, this 
has been, by far, the easiest to set up 
and use. It takes me less than a minute 
to install the supplied tripod, turn on 
the unit, select my shooting mode and 
method, input the projectile weight 
in grains, place the unit within the 
specified muzzle range as per on-screen 
instructions and start shooting.

I’ve probably put more than 10,000 
rounds downrange with this unit. I can 
confidently say I’ve had minimal issues 

A field review of the Xero C1 Pro 
BY BRECON SATCHWELL

  
GARMIN’S 

CHRONOGRAPH
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(outside of update 3.27, which caused 
some temporary havoc but was fixed 
quickly.) I take it every time I go to the 
range, even for plinking with a .22 LR 
rifle. In that time, I’ve used it with a 
variety of firearms, including handguns, 
rifles and archery equipment.

THE UNIT
The Xero C1 Pro measures 3 inches by 
13/8 inches by 23/8 inches and weighs 3.7 
ounces without the tripod and 5.6 ounc-
es with it. The box it comes in is fine for 
transport, but you may want to invest in 
a case or screen protector. Garmin sells 
a protective cover separately, and there 
are some aftermarket options too.

The chronograph features four 
buttons on top: an up arrow, down 
arrow, OK, and a power/previous-page 
button. When powering up, the home 
screen offers three main options: New 
Session, History and Settings. Under 
New Session, there are five shooting 
modes to choose from. History allows 
you to browse past sessions, and Set-
tings is where you customize how  
the chronograph functions and dis-
plays data.

The five shooting modes are rifle, pis-
tol, bow, air rifle and other. The rifle and 
pistol modes let you choose between 
180 to 520 metres per second (600 to 
1,700 feet per second) and 520 to 1,520 
metres per second (1,700 to 5,000 feet 
per second.) Bow and air rifle modes 
don’t include a feet per second selec-
tion and are fixed at 100 to 600 feet per 
second. The other mode lets you choose 
from any of the three ranges: 30 to 180 
metres per second (100 to 600 feet per 
second), 180 to 520 metres per second 

(600 to 1,700 feet per second) or 520 to 
1,520 metres per second (1,700 to 5,000 
feet per second.) Once the mode and 
velocity window are selected, the unit 
prompts you to enter projectile weight, 
allowing the display of data like kinetic 
energy and power factor.

The history section stores about 50 
sessions depending on the number of 
shots. Selecting a session shows shot 
count, average feet per second and 
standard deviation. Personally, I prefer 
using the app to view data so I can see 
more information at once.

In settings, you can adjust measure-
ment units, display colour, backlight 
brightness and timeout, data fields, 
pro settings, language and connectiv-
ity. You can also reset the unit or access 
the about section. Pro settings include 
projectile weight input, alignment dia-
grams and downrange mode.

To charge the internal battery, there’s 
a USB-C port on the side. Battery life is 
approximately six hours or 2,000 shots. 
The unit operates in temperatures 
from -10 degrees Celsius to 55 degrees 
Celsius and has an IPX7 water resis-
tance rating.

THE APP 
The ShotView app is intuitive and easy 
to use. The home tab shows the 10 most 
recent sessions, including group name, 
average velocity, shot count and stan-
dard deviation. Clicking on a session 
opens detailed data.

The Sessions tab displays all stored 
sessions with session name, date, time 
and shot count. The detailed session 
view includes shot number, kinetic 
energy, average velocity, extreme 

spread, standard deviation and max/
min velocities. Kinetic energy and power 
factor only appear if projectile weight is 
entered. These features can be especially 
helpful for competitive shooters.

Software updates can be delivered 
wirelessly through the ShotView app. 
If you’d rather use a computer, you can 
connect the Xero C1 via USB-C and up-
date through Garmin Express, available 
for Windows and Mac.

FINAL THOUGHTS 
As a dedicated shooter, writer and 
handloader who has used this chro-
nograph for more than a year, I don’t 
think I could go to the range without 
it. It’s been a valuable addition to my 
gear and has consistently delivered 
helpful data, all while being incredibly 
simple to operate. I’ve used it to record 
velocities from cartridges pushing 
4,000 feet per second down to subsonic 
rounds. It has tracked everything, 
aside from the occasional missed 
reading with some semi-automatic 
firearms. I’ve learned it’s important 
to wait for the unit to finish analyzing 
one shot before taking another.

If I had one criticism, it’s that Garmin 
missed an opportunity to include a 
cloth bag, case or cover with the unit. 
Buying one separately feels unneces-
sary for a premium product – I just use 
a clean sock.

The unit currently retails for $869.99 
CAD plus tax. If you’re looking for a 
chronograph that’s easy to use, quick 
to set up and syncs seamlessly with 
devices, the Garmin Xero C1 Pro is an 
excellent solution for all your velocity 
tracking needs. 

 The Garmin 
Xero C1 Pro is 
quick to set up 
and easy to use.
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Bergara’s Premier HMR Pro 
BY JEFF HELSDON
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A 

 CROSSOVER 
RIFLE

“They are an excellent partner to us,” 
said Phil O’Dell. “We work with them 
closely on design evolution and new 
models including pre-release field 
testing and feedback. They are hunters 
first and foremost and they look to 
that level of performance for every-
thing they do. They demand durability, 
accuracy and reliability from all their 
products and they absolutely stand 
behind them in the relatively rare 
instance of a problem.”

He has seen the company evolve 
from offering target-only rifles to 
lighter models designed for hunting.

DETAILS 
It’s obvious this Bergara is based on a 
Remington Model 700 action and its 
two-lug bolt. It’s nicely finished with 
spiral fluting and has been modified 
so the bolt release is on the left side of 
the receiver instead of in the trigger 
guard. This makes it much easier to 
remove and insert the bolt. The entire 
bolt is stainless steel and nitride for 
durability and self-lubrication.

“The other obvious change is the 
extractor, which is a Sako-style slid-
ing unit providing a more positive 

A rifle that aims to do it all, from 
hunting to competition, is a 

tough void to fill. However, Bergara is 
making a serious try at it with its bolt-
action Premier HMR Pro.

That HMR designation stands for 
Hunting Match Rifle, and the HMR 
Pro looks to combine features that 
make it at home both on the shooting 
range and in the field for long-range 
shots. I didn’t have the chance to use 
the gun for hunting, but gave my 
test model, in 6.5 mm Creedmoor, a 
workout on the bench. My test gun 
came fitted with an Athlon Midas TAC 
6-24x50 scope.

Known for its barrels, Bergara 
started manufacturing target barrels 
and black powder guns in 2004. The 
B-14 pattern, which the Premier HMR 
Pro is based on, was launched in 2015. 
All barrels are made in Spain, along 
with some guns. The HMR Pro is as-
sembled in the United States using 
Spanish and American components, 
while the receiver is made in the U.S. 
O’Dell Engineering began import-
ing the Bergara line in 2016, and this 
Ontario company provides warranty 
service in Canada.

engagement of the cartridge rim. This 
is especially important when hunting 
dangerous game,” O’Dell said. “There 
are a number of other improvements 
in the bolt shroud and cocking piece, 
materials and especially in the con-
sistency of machining, so the overall 
quality and predictability of the re-
ceivers is far higher than the original.”

He said the basic 700 footprint was 
chosen for interchangeability of bar-
rels, triggers, stocks and scope bases.

The 24-inch barrel is free floated, 
made of stainless steel and finished 
with Cerakote in what Bergara calls 
Tactical Grey. The barrel undergoes 
extra honing and quality procedures. 
The threaded muzzle is capped with a 
thread protector that can be removed 
for screw-on accessories.

The stock includes an integral mini 
chassis with an adjustable cheekpiece 
that locks in place with a toolless screw. 
Removable length-of-pull spacers are 
inserted between the stock and recoil 
pad, and there are both sling swivel 
studs and QD flush cup sling mounts.

The TriggerTech trigger features an 
easily adjustable screw in front of the 
trigger. My trigger scale measured the 



release at two pounds. Magazines are 
AICS compatible and are inserted and 
removed by activating a lever in front 
of the trigger guard. In 6.5 Creedmoor, 
the polymer magazine holds five 
rounds.

In 6.5 Creedmoor, Bergara says the 
HMR Pro weighs 9.3 pounds. With a 
scope added, my fishing scale put it 
slightly over 12 pounds.

AT THE RANGE 
I immediately found I liked the adjust-
able stock. With the scope zoomed to 
24x, it’s essential to have the eye in 
the proper place to see the full view 
through the optic. Holding my cheek 
tightly with the comb down, it was a 
little low, so I raised it about a quarter 
inch and it fit perfectly, not moving 
throughout my testing.

The first standout while firing the gun 
was its trigger. With no creep and a 
smooth release, the trigger performed 
just as we’ve come to expect from Trig-
gerTech products. I found the vertical 
pistol grip comfortable to shoot and 
good for trigger control. My shots were 
fired using a Lead Sled for support. Of 
course, there was no felt recoil using 
this rest, but the 6.5 Creedmoor is light 
in that category anyway and the gun’s 
weight helped too.

Since this is a target gun, I tested with 
five-shot groups, firing three for each 
ammunition type. With the heavier 
barrel, some wind and temperatures in 
the low teens, the barrel cooled quickly 
so I only needed about five minutes 
between groups and 15 minutes when 
changing ammunition brands.

After a few sighting-in shots, my 
first test was with Sako TRG Precision 
136-grain ammunition, the company’s 
brand aimed at target and competition 
shooters. This was another positive, 
with the first group well below Ber-
gara’s MOA guarantee. It proved to be 
the most accurate ammunition, with 
the best group measuring 0.451 inches 
and an average of 0.667 inches.

Federal Terminal Ascent with 
130-grain bullets didn’t fare as well 
but still met the sub-MOA guarantee. 
The best group was 0.885 inches and 
the average was 0.932 inches. Next was 
Federal’s Gold Medal 140-grain, also a 
target round, producing a best group 
just over half an inch at 0.593. The 
average was 0.836 inches.

My reloads, which used 143-grain 
Hornady ELD-X bullets, had the tight-
est group at 0.538 inches. Unfortunate-
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TOP: The Bergara 
B-14 series is based 
on the Remington 
700 action, but it has 
some improvements 
such as the oversized 
bolt handle, and AICS 
magazine. 

MIDDLE: The bolt is 
fluted, adding a modern 
touch, and uses a 
floating bolt head.

RIGHT: Trigger pull 
weight is adjusted 
using a screw in front 
of the trigger.

BOTTOM RIGHT: The 
adjustable comb is 
easily locked in place 
with a thumb screw.

 



ly, I had only enough bullets for two 
five-shot groups. The other measured 
0.991 inches.

Although it’s hard to tell for sure 
with only one lighter bullet, it seemed 
the Premier HMR preferred heavier 
6.5 Creedmoor bullets over the lighter 
130-grain ones. Overall, I was impressed 
with its range performance, with each 
type of ammunition beating the com-
pany’s MOA guarantee for five shots – 
and that guarantee is only for three.

OVERALL IMPRESSIONS
Although this gun is based on a 700 
platform, it shot better than my own 
Model 700, which doesn’t shoot as well 
with this many varieties of factory am-
munition.

As a hunting rifle, the HMR would 
shine at long ranges, but with a weight 
of more than 12 pounds with the scope, 
it’s heavy to haul through the woods 
or up a mountain. It would work well 
as a hunting gun if it didn’t have to be 
carried far, such as when hunting from 
a blind. The finish on the gun adds 
weather resistance for both the field 
and range.

At a cost of $2,599, the HMR is a mid- 
to high-priced rifle that packs a lot of 
features into one package. 

RIGHT:  
The author 
checks out 
the groups 
produced by 
the Bergara 
Premier HMR 
Pro at 100 
yards..
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WEATHERBY’S 
SORIX 

SHOTGUN
An evolution of the waterfowl shotgun

BY LOWELL STRAUSS

Weatherby is no stranger to 
scattergun technology, having 

offered quality shotguns to consum-
ers since 1970. Their new Sorix gun 
builds on the field-proven 18i platform, 
adding user-requested upgrades, plus 

a few of their own, that reflect current 
trends in the shotgun market. This set 
of refinements has significantly in-
creased the gun’s versatility and could 
be enough to put the Sorix on a lot of 
hunters’ short lists.
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INNOVATION
Necessity is the mother of inven-
tion. And today’s waterfowlers want 
a shotgun that hunts as hard as they 
do, one that’s easy to load – especially 
while wearing gloves – and instinctive 
to shoot. Reliability also tops the list of 
must-haves.

Weatherby started with the Italian-
made 18i platform, an inertia-operated 
semi-auto known for dependability. 
Their product development team 
critically assessed what they liked and 
what needed improvement. These 
upgrades didn’t come from the office, 
I’m told, but from hard lessons learned 
in duck blinds, turkey woods and deer 
stands. Apparently, test and tweak, 
test and tweak was the mantra of the 
Sorix development process. After 
many iterations, thousands of rounds 
and countless hours at the range, plus 
demanding field tests across the con-
tinent, Weatherby believed they had a 
product their customers would love.

The Weatherby Sorix is available in 
12 gauge with a 3- or 3.5-inch chamber, 
and in 20 gauge with a 3-inch chamber. 
During testing, each model was fine-
tuned for optimum performance over 
the widest range of loads. For example, 
the 3.5-inch model has beefy springs to 
handle the increased recoil of magnum 
loads, while the 3-inch models handle 
a wide variety of shotshells, from tar-
get to heavy field loads.

FEATURES & SPECIFICATIONS
The Sorix has a 28-inch ventilated rib 
barrel across all models – a common 
and familiar length in field shotguns. 
It includes a red LPA fibre-optic front 
sight. The stock features a 3/4-inch re-
coil pad fitted to the polymer frame. A 
padded cheekpiece adds comfort dur-
ing recoil, because bruised cheeks are 
no fun. I like the built-in sling swivel 
stud in the buttstock and another in 
the magazine cap, since I favour a sling 
for carrying my shotgun to the blind.

The 20-gauge model weighs 6.5 
pounds, while the 12-gauge guns tip 
the scales at 7.1 pounds – a nice balance 
between light weight and recoil absorp-
tion. Designed for hunting, the maga-
zine holds two rounds plus one in the 
chamber. The trigger pull is 5.4 pounds, 
which feels heavy, but I suspect that’s 
by design. The Sorix was built to thrive 
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in cold weather, and a heavy trigger is 
better when using gloves.

BUILT FOR THE COLD
Some of my best waterfowl hunts have 
been on the coldest, nastiest days. The 
Sorix design accounts for this with 
enlarged controls and a trigger guard 
that accommodates gloved hands. 
The redesign includes an oversized 
bolt release, conveniently located on 
the right side of the receiver. Whether 
feeding shotshells directly into the 
chamber or pulling from the magazine, 
this paddle-like control drops the bolt 
with authority.

Fumbling for the safety wastes pre-
cious seconds when birds are over 

The Sorix with the bolt 
handle installed on the left 

side of the receiver.

Field stripping the Sorix 
is quick and easy



the decoys, making the Sorix’s larger 
safety button a welcome update. Ad-
ditionally, the new competition cut 
loading port is a slick, cold-weather 
feature. The lifter and loading port on 
most autoloading shotguns are a pain – 
literally. They pinch fingers and gloved 
hands and restrict the loading process. 
Weatherby took note and enlarged 
and angled the loading port. As the 
name implies, the competition cutout 
was first used in 3-Gun competition 
for speed loading. While most hunters 
don’t speed-load their field guns, the 
advantages include improved handling 
and ergonomics. This is one of the up-
grades I like most on this shotgun.

The Sorix also includes a shim kit for 
customizing the length of pull (LOP.) 
This measurement dictates how the 
shotgun fits and points – ultimately, 
how well you can shoot it. In cold 
weather, bulky jackets mean you 
should shorten the LOP to maintain 
the same point of impact. Weatherby 
made this user-adjustable change 
straightforward. Take off the stock and 
add or remove shims to achieve the 
desired length. With this system, it 
doesn’t have to be a set-it-and-forget-it 
LOP. Overall, I found the shotgun fit 
me well and pointed naturally.

EASY CLEAN
Dirt, debris and mud are the bane of 
semi-auto shotguns, so Weatherby 
uses the inertia operating system 
in the Sorix for its low maintenance 
and reliability. This semi-auto system 
cycles using recoil impulse rather than 
bleeding off gases, as is common in 
other types of autoloaders. This design 
also has fewer parts that wear or break. 
If the action gets sluggish, the Sorix 
can be field stripped in seconds by 
removing one pin. A quick wipe-down 
of the moving parts gets the hunter 
back in the game. That makes this gun 
as “hunter-proof” as possible – if you 
don’t lose the pin or bolt handle in the 
field. (Don’t ask me how I know.)

Back at the bench, the Sorix bolt can 
be disassembled further for a deep 
clean. The internal parts, including the 
action, bolt, chamber, forcing cone and 
bore, are mirror polished. I found that 
smooth finish makes fouling easy to 
just wipe off.

OPTICS READY
There is a growing trend of mounting 
optics on shotguns. Turkey hunters 
love using red dots, and deer hunters 
use scopes when shooting slugs. Even 
wing shooters are getting in on the 

tion by removing the trigger assembly 
and a retaining pin. Weatherby has a 
clear instructional video online detail-
ing the process.

Finally, the stock can be cast for a... 
installed to work in the opposite direc-

The new Weatherby Sorix (top) 
compared to the Weatherby 18i 
(bottom.) Note the enlarged bolt 
release and safety as well as the 
loading port cutout of the Sorix.
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action, using red dots to aid in point-
of-aim visualization. The Sorix is drilled 
and tapped to mount an aftermarket 
optic – a good move by Weatherby, since 
it adds flexibility and convenience. In a 
CFJ article later this year, I’ll do a deep 
dive into shotgun optics, so watch for the 
Sorix to be included there too.

LEFTIES REJOICE
Coined the Shift System, the factory Sorix 
can be modified to accommodate left-
handed shooters. The most obvious nod 
to southpaws is the cutout on the left side 
of the receiver for the bolt handle. This 
allows the user to remove the bolt handle 
(without tools) and swap sides in less 
time than it takes to read this sentence. 
This is a game changer for the left-hand 
shooter, as it removes the charging han-
dle from their peripheral view, allowing 
better target focus. However, fired hulls 
still eject from the right side.

The second modification is reversing 
the safety direction. This is relatively 
easy, as the safety can be removed and 
installed to work in the opposite direc-



tion by removing the trigger assembly 
and a retaining pin. Weatherby has a 
clear instructional video online detail-
ing the process.

Finally, the stock can be cast for a 
left-handed shooter. Using the same 
procedure as adding shims for length 
of pull, the cast spacer is reversible – 
one way for right, the other for left. A 
gun always performs better when it fits 
the shooter.

FIT & FINISH
I found the fit and finish of the Sorix 
to be impeccable. Internal parts are 
polished, and the stock and forend 
fit the action and barrel perfectly. 
While the shotguns are made and 
assembled in Italy, each receives an 
in-house sponge-paint camo finish 
at the Weatherby factory in Sheridan, 
Wyo. Current production models 
come in three patterns: Midnight 
Marsh, Slough and Storm (tungsten) 
with matching Cerakote on the metal 
surfaces – a coating known throughout 
the industry for its durability and cor-
rosion resistance.

CHOKES
A set of five Cryo Plus flush-mount 
choke tubes improve pattern perfor-
mance by matching the right choke to 
the ammo and target distance. Three 
chokes (cylinder, improved cylinder 
and modified) are designed for steel 

shot, and two (improved modified and 
full) are for lead. The chokes come in a 
field box with a wrench.

All aftermarket choke companies 
make Cryo Plus chokes in various 
constrictions. So if the factory tubes 
don’t deliver the desired performance, 
there are plenty of options. Shooters 
considering an upgrade should look at 
extended choke tubes.

TESTING
Testing a shotgun like the Sorix is 
difficult, but I tried my best to find 
its limits. As for reliability, it never 
hiccupped. Not once. My shoulder 
gave up before the shotgun did. The 
12-gauge 3-inch Sorix I was running 
cycled everything from light target 
loads to heavy waterfowl loads.

As a comparison, I own an 18i, the 
parent shotgun to the Sorix, and I’ve 
run it hard through several hunting 
seasons. It runs like an Italian sports 
car – smooth and fast – and since the 
Sorix action is based on the 18i with 
further tuning, I have little doubt it will 
be a rock-solid performer too.

I patterned the gun on paper to 
assess point of aim versus point of im-
pact. It shot a 55/45 pattern at 40 yards, 
meaning the centre of the pattern was 
slightly higher than the aim point. 
Perfect for hunting. The Sorix looks to 
be an excellent hunting shotgun with 
smart upgrades and a lot of flexibility 
for left-hand shooters. At a retail price 
of about $2,000 CAD, it should be a 
contender for anyone needing a new 
shotgun this season. 
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The 
competition  
cut loading 
port makes 
loading 
shotshells  
a breeze,  
even with 
gloved hands.

Removing 
one pin allows 

the trigger 
assembly to  
be removed.



MODERN 
MUZZLELOADING
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TheThe new NitroBolt from Traditions Firearms 
BY BRAD FENSON
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tent accuracy and minimal cleaning. 
Combined with the NitroBolt’s solid 
three-lug bolt and free-floating, 24-inch 
chromoly steel barrel (with a 1:24 VAPR 
twist), the design maximizes accuracy, 
consistency and reliability – traits muz-
zleloader hunters have long craved.

It’s important to note that Triple 8 
propellant doesn’t offer greater veloc-
ity or energy than other black powder 
substitutes like Pyrodex or Triple 7. It is 

simply more consistent with less foul-
ing and notably less cleaning.

Adjustability is also built into the Ni-
troBolt, with a customizable cheekpiece 
and length of pull, allowing hunters to 
achieve a perfect fit. The rifle’s thread-
ed barrel accommodates a muzzle 
brake or suppressor, and features like 
a 60-degree bolt lift and three-position 
safety make operation safe and effort-
less, even with a large scope mounted.

It had been a long journey to deer 
camp, complete with airline delays 

that kept me from personally verifying 
my rifle’s zero. Thankfully, my hunting 
companions had sighted it in, assur-
ing me it was ready. Still, as the first 
morning hunt passed without a shot 
opportunity, I was relieved I could pull 
the trigger at the camp range myself in 
preparation for the next day’s hunt.

Back at camp, I quickly set up a target 
to check the firearm’s zero. The first 
shot proved the trigger broke cleanly, 
with the bullet hitting the top edge of 
the bullseye. After a few more shots, 
the target showed tight, consistent 
groups and I felt fully prepared to 
chase whitetails with a revolutionary 
new tool.

A NEW ERA FOR MUZZLELOADERS
My rifle on that hunt was the Traditions 
NitroBolt, a muzzleloader I believe 
represents a major leap forward for en-
thusiasts. It’s the first-ever bolt-action 
muzzleloader designed around the 
innovative Federal Premium FireStick 
ignition system. Unlike traditional 
muzzleloaders that require careful 
powder measurement and delicate 
handling, the NitroBolt simplifies the 
process: load your bullet down the 
barrel to where it sits on a shelf directly 
above the propellant. Next, insert a 
209 primer into the ignition port of the 
polymer FireStick charge. Place the 
FireStick into the chamber, close the 
bolt and you’re ready to shoot. The bolt 
has tight tolerances and provides a 
solid backend for the ignition and pro-
pellant, virtually eliminating blowback 
and action fouling.

The FireStick system uses Triple 8 
powder, providing clean, consistent 
ignition with minimal fouling. Triple 
8 is used only in FireSticks for consis-

TOP & BOTTOM: The 
Traditions NitroBolt 

uses Federal Premium 
FireSticks for 

propellant and ignition.



BACK IN THE FIELD 
Before dawn the next morning, my 
guide pointed out a field of winter 
wheat about a kilometre away, predict-
ing deer would funnel from it through 
the draw I would be watching. He 
was right. Even before legal shooting 
light, I spotted deer moving across the 
ridge through my Burris binoculars. 
As the first rays of the sun painted the 
landscape, more deer emerged, travel-
ling in small groups along well-worn 
trails, seeking refuge in the dense 
cover. The steady parade of bucks and 
does was welcome and likely a sign 
they were headed for shelter, knowing 
that weather conditions were about to 
change.

Among them was a mature buck, 
unmistakable even in the low light. 
My heart pounded as I confirmed 
the distance at 140 yards. Carefully, I 
cracked the blind window and settled 
my NitroBolt onto the shooting sticks. 
A rest is always beneficial and I rarely 
hunt without one.

Mounted atop the NitroBolt was the 
Burris Veracity PH riflescope, which 
I had calibrated the day before at 
the range. Using the scope’s built-in 
heads-up display and intuitive dial 
system, I quickly set the range for a 
dead-on hold without taking my eyes 
off the deer. I waited for a clean shot, 
and the biggest challenge was watch-
ing the does scurry around the buck. 
When the other deer cleared, I took a 
deep breath and got ready.

When the moment came, I clicked off 
the safety, steadied my breathing and 
slowly squeezed the trigger. The Ni-
troBolt barked and the buck collapsed 
instantly. The other deer stood and 
stared at the downed buck that never 
knew what hit it. The shot felt effort-
less, but the combined technologies 
behind the NitroBolt and Veracity PH 
made it extremely lethal.

In seconds, I reloaded by pushing a 
bullet down the barrel and inserting a 
new FireStick before closing the bolt. 
I was ready for a follow-up, but none 
was needed.

PERFORMANCE 
The entire experience, from the ac-
curacy at the range to performance 
in the field, confirmed the NitroBolt’s 
potential as a game-changer. Even dur-
ing 80-kilometre-an-hour winds that 
made later hunts almost impossible, I 
spent time testing the muzzleloader’s 
capabilities at the range. Group sizes 

remained tight and clean-up was im-
pressively simple.

The bolt is intuitive to disassemble 
and needed virtually no cleaning after 
several days of shooting – a far cry 
from the labour-intensive scrubbing 
often required with traditional muzzle-
loaders. The barrel was swabbed clean 
with a few solvent patches, followed by 
dry ones. The whole process took only 
minutes.

Preloaded with Hodgdon Triple 
8 powder, the FireStick produces 
significantly less unburnt powder and 
residue. Importantly, the powder is 
contained within the FireStick capsule, 
meaning it never directly contacts the 
barrel. Combined with the bullet seat-
ing on a shelf instead of loose powder, 
this design drastically reduces the for-
mation of the powder ring commonly 
seen in traditional muzzleloaders – one 

of the main culprits behind barrel  
corrosion when left unchecked.

Hodgdon Triple 8 is not designed 
for water-based clean-up, so using a 
solvent-based cleaner is important to 
keep the NitroBolt in peak condition. 
In my experience, it’s one of the easiest 
muzzleloaders to maintain in the field 
or at home.

BULLET & PRIMER
For optimal performance, especially 
when using a muzzle brake, Traditions 
recommends pairing the NitroBolt 
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TOP: The rifle’s adjustable cheekpiece 
and length of pull provide the shooter 

with a custom fit. 

BOTTOM: Cleaning is a breeze with the 
new NitroBolt using Federal Premium 

FireSticks but requires a solvent-
based cleaner.



with their skirted or full-bore Smack-
down bullet series, such as the Smack-
down ELD-X (made by Hornady) or 
the Smackdown MZX. When used with 
a muzzle brake, these bullets ensure 
a solid gas seal and top accuracy. If 
you’re not using a brake, other excel-
lent options include the Smackdown 
Carnivore, XR or Bleed models. Thanks 
to correct sizing for Traditions’ bore 
diametres and the Ridgeback sabot’s 
four-petal, ribbed design, you get su-
perior gas sealing and excellent consis-
tency. The NitroBolt is also compatible 
with other leading muzzleloader bullet 
brands, giving shooters complete  
flexibility.

For ignition, while various muzzle-
loader-specific or 209-type primers can 
work with the FireStick system, Tradi-
tions strongly recommends the Federal 
Premium 209 Muzzleloading Primer 
for the most consistent and reliable 
performance.

UNLOADING SIMPLIFIED 
One of the NitroBolt’s standout features 
is how easy it is to unload. Opening 
the action extracts the FireStick from 
the chamber. Then, with the supplied 
bullet unloading jag threaded onto 
the ramrod, simply push the bullet out 
toward the muzzle. This user-friendly 
design ensures safe and straightforward 
unloading without the mess traditional 
muzzleloaders often create.

Key features of the NitroBolt include:
• .50-calibre, fluted and tapered barrel
• 1:24 VAPR twist for bullet stabilization
• Adjustable cheekpiece and length  

of pull

• Threaded barrel for muzzle brake  
or suppressor

• 60-degree bolt with three locking lugs
• Free-floating barrel and pillar-bed-

ded stock
• Three-position safety and cocking 

indicator
• Integrated FireStick extractor

We don’t yet have Canadian pricing, 
as the rifle isn’t set for release until 
summer 2025. It may be available by 
the time you read this. The MSRP in the 
US is currently listed at $995, offering a 

ballpark idea of Canadian pricing.
Is it time to upgrade your muzzle-

loader? The NitroBolt/FireStick 
combination isn’t just a convenience 
– it’s a breakthrough in consistency 
and safety. The FireStick is available in 
100- and 120-grain charges and sold in 
10-count packs. They take the guess-
work and mess out of muzzleloading, 
giving hunters peace of mind and bet-
ter field performance. Visit FederalPre-
mium.com or TraditionsFirearms.com 
for more information. 
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BURRIS VERACITY PH: 
PRECISION MEETS  
SIMPLICITY

Paired with the NitroBolt, the Burris 
Veracity PH riflescope makes dialing 
for longer ranges fast and effortless. 
With its Programmable Elevation 
Knob (PEK) and integration with the 
BurrisConnect app, shooters can input 
custom ballistics and environmental 
data, instantly adjusting for range, 
angle and wind without complex 
calculations.

The heads-up display shows vital shot 
info including range, cant, inclination, 
wind holdover and battery status, 
keeping critical data in view without 
losing sight of the target. While not 
made specifically for muzzleloaders, it 
offers a huge advantage for accurate 
long-range shooting. For hunters 
seeking ethical precision at extended 
distances, the Veracity PH is a valuable 
tool. Learn more at BurrisOptics.com.

TOP: The NitroBolt barrel is threaded 
for a muzzle brake.

BELOW: Zeroing the NitroBolt proved 
easy and demonstrated the rifle’s 

accuracy and precision.
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How do you improve one of the 
most successful firearms ever 

designed? That was the challenge Uzi 
Gal faced when creating a new subma-
chine gun to replace the original UZI.

Remarkably, the prototype for his 
new UZI, the Model 201, was manufac-
tured not in Israel or the United States, 
but in Kitchener, Ont. In a strange twist 
of fate, I became part of this extraordi-
nary yet unknown chapter in Canadian 
firearms history. And it began with a 
question.

“Interested in working with Uzi Gal 
on his new submachine gun proj-
ect?” The call was from a colleague I 
had worked with on several firearms 
projects.

Of course, I said yes. “Where will this 
take place?” I asked.

“Kitchener,” he replied. “At Diemaco. 
I’ve arranged for you to meet with Uzi 
to discuss his requirements. He needs 
someone to write promotional mate-
rial, including a brochure for his new 
submachine gun. I recommended you 
and he wants to meet. By the way, Uzi 
wants you to test-fire his new UZI.”

As a result, in 1985, I arrived in 
Kitchener to meet Gal, shoot his new 
submachine gun and become part of 
Canadian firearms history.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
After meeting Gal, he led me to the 

The unique history of the last UZI
BY RON CRAIG

THE 
CANADIAN 

UZI

The right side 
view of the 
UZI Model 

201 showing 
the various 
buttstock 
positions.



range at Diemaco. The prototype 
Model 201 was on a table surrounded 
by boxes of 9mm ammunition. My first 
impression? It shared some familiar 
characteristics with the original UZI, 
including a pistol grip attached to 
the receiver at a 90-degree angle. The 
magazine was inserted directly into 
the pistol grip, a design feature that 
facilitated quick reloads under stress 
or in low light. Other similarities 
included a stamped square receiver, 
a cocking knob on top, a fire control 
switch on the left side of the grip and 
the magazine release at the bottom 
rear of the grip.

However, there were a few new 
features. Gal had replaced the familiar 
metal folding stock with a new con-
figuration – an L-shaped bracket was 
attached to the pistol grip and the rear 
of the receiver. As I made these visual 
comparisons with the original UZI, he 
picked up the Model 201 to demon-
strate his patented stock design.

A tubular telescoping stock was 
attached to the L-bracket. The stock 
folded away against the integral 
bracket. He pulled the stock away 
from the bracket and rotated it into a 
traditional shoulder-mount position. 
Then he rotated it upward until it was 
vertical. He explained the stock could 
now fit under the shooter’s armpit and 
provide a stable hip-shooting platform 
when pressure from the shooting arm 
pressed the stock into the torso.

Next, Gal stripped the 201. Instead of 
using a removable top cover like the 
original UZI, the top of the receiver 
separated from the bottom by re-
moving a pin, similar to the MAC-10 
Ingram. The Model 201 also fired from 
a closed bolt and used a hammer to 
strike a firing pin, unlike the open-bolt 
original. This new design required 
two sears – one for semi and one for 
full-auto fire. The closed-bolt design 
improved first-shot accuracy and 
aligned the 201 with the H&K MP5, a 
favourite among SWAT and counter-
terrorist teams.

There were other design changes as 
well. To begin with, Gal decided to use 
modified Walther MPL magazines. He 
also removed the familiar grip safety 
found on the original UZI, no longer 
necessary with the closed-bolt design. 
He added a small, serrated finger rest 
on the front of the trigger guard to pro-
vide a positive hold during firing. But 
one question remained – how would 
it shoot?

FIRING THE MODEL 201
Several modified Walther MPL 
magazines were on the table, so I 
began loading them with 9mm ball 
ammunition. My first shots were in 
semi-auto using the stock in the shoul-
der position to get a feel for the gun. 
Then I moved the selector switch to 
full-auto and fired short bursts. I was 
immediately impressed. Accuracy was 
excellent in both modes. I folded the 
stock into the L-shaped bracket and 
fired using a two-hand hold. Again, I 
was impressed. While not as accurate 
as a pistol, it came close. My scores at 
various distances from all firing posi-
tions – standing, kneeling and from the 
hip – were excellent.

The 201 was controllable in full-auto 
due to its cyclic rate of 550 rounds per 
minute – half that of a MAC-10 or Mini 
UZI. Because of the trigger configura-
tion and weight of pull, I could fire 
single or three-round bursts easily and 
with complete control. Using a two-
hand hold, I pressed the L-brace with 
my left hand into my right forearm. 
My thumb naturally settled into the 

vertical groove on the brace, resulting 
in a solid hold that let me quickly and 
accurately bring the 201 on target.

The 201 weighed 2.6 kilograms (5.7 
pounds.), whereas the original UZI 
weighed 3.5 kilograms (nearly eight 
pounds.) Despite this weight differ-
ence, I thought the 201 provided better 
full-auto performance. I concluded the 
Model 201 was a winner, and others 
who had a chance to fire it agreed. 
David Gaboury, author of The Uzi Sub-
machine Gun Examined, the best book 
on the UZI, shared that view.

In a recent interview, he told me, “In 
my experience of firing the weapon, 
when I compare it to the full-size 
UZI, Mini-UZI and MP5, I found the 
weapon to be well balanced. I also 
found the size very convenient, smaller 
than the full-sized UZI. I liked the 
weapon a lot.”

So with all these technical and per-
formance advantages, what happened 
to Gal’s Model 201?

THE 201 MOVES TO RUGER
In 1985, Jay Jarvis and Steve Sanetti 
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RIGHT: The left 
side view of the 
UZI Model 

201.

BELOW: An original 
UZI submachine 
gun rests against 
a wooden crate, 

with the author’s 
brochure for the 
Model 201 in the 

foreground.



angle into the tooling. This introduced 
reliability problems. In addition, Ruger 
replaced the Walther magazines with 
Steyr MPi-69/81 magazines. These 
changes, along with the reliability is-
sues, delayed the MP9’s release.

Eventually, unable to resolve the 
problems, Ruger asked firearms 
designer James Sullivan – who had 
designed the Ruger M77 and Mini-14 
– to intervene. In 1989, Sullivan began 
work on the MP9. Finally, years after 
that first test-fire at Diemaco, Ruger 
ordered the manufacture of 1,500 
MP9s. The submachine gun officially 
launched in 1993 at the Contingency & 
Operational Procurement Exhibition.

However, the MP9 failed to generate 
expected interest from military or law 
enforcement agencies. By 2006, Ruger 
dropped the MP9.

“Unfortunately, that was the end of 
the MP9,” Sanetti told me. In the end, 
Ruger sold only half of the 1,500 guns.

THE END OF SUBMACHINE  
GUN DEVELOPMENT IN CANADA
Despite its commercial failure, the 
Model 201 marked an important mile-
stone in Canadian firearms history. The 
last submachine gun manufactured 
with Canadian design participation 
was the C1 in the 1950s – a variation 
of the British Sterling. The Model 201 
showed that when called upon, Cana-
dian engineers could still contribute to 
small arms development.

My main contribution was creating 
a brochure and promotional material 
highlighting the 201’s tactical advan-
tages. But I also played a small role in 
its design. After my first range session, 
Gal asked, “What can be improved?” I 
had just completed six weeks of SWAT 
training, so I boldly suggested, “Enlarg-
ing the rear sight aperture would pro-
vide better target acquisition.” The next 
time I fired the gun, Gal had integrated 
my suggestion.

My participation lasted only a few 
months. But regular meetings with Uzi 
Gal and firing thousands of rounds 
from the Model 201 at the Diemaco 
range was a career highlight. After all, 
it doesn’t get much better than work-
ing with a world-famous small arms 
designer, being part of a development 
team and contributing to Canadian 
small arms history. 

were unexpectedly summoned to Bill 
Ruger’s office. Jarvis was head of engi-
neering at the New Hampshire plant 
and Sanetti was Ruger’s legal counsel 
and personal advisor. Ruger told them 
he was considering buying the rights 
to a submachine gun from Canada. 
He sent them to Kitchener to meet Gal 
and test-fire the gun.

“We fired it semi-auto and in full-
auto mode, with the stock extended 
and folded. It had a relatively low 
cyclic rate, fired from a closed bolt, was 
quite controllable and it seemed to 
me a perfectly viable design,” Sanetti 
recalled. They returned to the US and 
told Ruger Gal’s new submachine gun 
was “very desirable.” In 1987, Ruger 
secured the rights to the Model 201 
and Ruger became the lead engineer 
on the project.

Sanetti knew Ruger would want 
changes. “It seemed to me,” he said, 
“that nothing major needed to be 
changed. But knowing Ruger, we knew 
he would have some design changes 
in mind.” One of those changes would 
directly impact the project and delay 
the release of Uzi’s submachine gun 
for years.

Ruger renamed it the MP9 and 
replaced the metal lower receiver with 
a nylon resin-reinforced synthetic ver-
sion. “Ruger was also insistent that the 
cartridges feed directly from the maga-
zine into the chamber without hitting 
a hood or ramp,” Sanetti said. “He 
wanted the extractor to pick up the 
cartridge before it left the magazine.” 
So Ruger changed the magazine angle 
five degrees from the original 90-de-
gree design – a change Gal strongly 
disagreed with.

Nonetheless, the company selected 
to create the mould for the new Zytel 
lower receiver built the five-degree 
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TOP: Uzi Gal 
demonstrating 
the Model 201 

to individuals in 
Washington, DC. 
The man in the 

lighter suit cannot 
be positively 

identified as J. 
Edgar Hoover, but 
there is a striking 

resemblance to 
Hoover, head of 

the FBI.

LEFT: The interior 
of the author’s 

Model 201 
brochure, signed 

by Uzi Gal in 
1985.
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RECOIL 
HEADACHES

What are they and how to prevent them
BY JEFF SMITH
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A RECOGNIZED EFFECT 
A few years ago, because of an injury 
that halted my shooting activities for 
a while, I delved into the effects of 
shooting on the body. What I discov-
ered is quite interesting. The term 
“recoil headache” is a recognized 
phenomenon that can refer to several 
conditions. These headaches are com-
mon enough that I was able to locate 
several formal studies into the issue, 
including one commissioned by the 
Canadian Armed Forces. There is also 
plenty of anecdotal information on 
various online discussion boards. I 
spoke with a few hunters and target 
shooters I know personally who were 
willing to discuss their experiences. 
All of them admitted to experiencing 
occasional unexplained headaches 
after shooting.

SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE 
The studies I found detailed condi-
tions that can range from relatively 
minor to quite serious. The causes 

It had been a long afternoon of 
shooting some new brands of 

ammunition and my rifle simply re-
fused to hold zero with any of them. 
To make matters worse, I had devel-
oped a massive headache. The rifle 
in question was an older Ruger M77 
chambered in 35 Whelen, which had 
never given me any grief before. I 
eventually figured out it was a scope 
issue and not the rifle; however, that 
didn’t take the headache away.

How many of you have spent time 
at the rifle range or shooting clays 
with a shotgun and ended the ses-
sion with an unexplained headache? 
I’m not referring to the “headache” 
of an unresolved problem like a 
malfunctioning gun, but an actual 
physical ailment. I’m willing to bet a 
good number of shooters have expe-
rienced this but didn’t give it much 
thought. In reality, it is something 
worth paying attention to because 
shooting can potentially affect the 
brain.

Shooting on 
an unenclosed 

range can reduce 
the noise level 
experienced by 

shooters



of the minor issues are simple to 
deal with, as most are related to 
positioning – for example, whether 
a firearm fits a shooter correctly and 
how they hold it. The result can be 
what amounts to a tension headache 
caused by muscle spasm; for example, 
attempting to make a poorly fitting 
gun work by creeping up on a stock 
that’s too long, or the way the head is 
held when shooting in odd positions. 
Another source of discomfort can 
come from long shooting sessions 
without taking a break to stretch, 
again causing muscle spasm. These 
issues are easy to resolve, as adjust-
ing shooting positions and ensuring 
proper firearm fit can prevent them. 
A good stretch and a hot shower can 
often resolve them too.

In other studies, more insidious 
issues were identified. Both rifle and 
shotgun shooters were studied, albeit 

using different methodology. The 
shooters involved used firearms and 
shooting positions normally associ-
ated with correct gun fit and proper 
body positioning. Recoil was defined 
as the rearward movement of the 
gun due to the momentum of the 
firearm upon firing. Taking it further, 
recoil transfer is the energy, force or 
momentum absorbed by the shooter 
from the firearm’s impact while being 
fired – also known as felt recoil. Re-
petitive recoil refers to the continuous 
backward movement of the firearm 
when shooting in sequences. This ex-
poses the shooter to chronic accelera-
tion and momentum transfer.

Of the studies I looked at, two stood 
out. One was a 2024 study by Marshall 
University of a group of trap shooters. 
They followed them through a typical 
round of trap where the shooters 
experienced recoil from 12-gauge 
shotguns. The goal was to identify 
whether repeated recoil is sufficient 
to cause mild traumatic brain injury. 
This study relied on bloodwork re-
sults to identify markers associated 
with brain trauma.

The other study was commissioned 
by the Canadian Armed Forces and 
involved military snipers. It examined 
how recoil from their long-range .50 
BMG rifles impacted their brains. It 
relied on a high-tech mouthpiece that 
measured head movement during 
recoil. While I recognize that Cana-
dian shooters are currently limited to 
using firearms generating less than 
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ABOVE: 
A quality 
recoil pad 
such as this 
Limbsaver 
pad helps 
reduce felt 
recoil.

LEFT:  
All things 
being equal, 
a short-
barreled gun 
will produce 
more noise 
and muzzle 
blast than a 
long-barreled 
one. 



10,000 joules under the Trudeau-era 
ban, there are still popular hunting 
and target rifles used in Canada that 
generate significant recoil.

Interestingly, both studies found a 
correlation between recoil and as-
sociated headaches. This is due to the 
transfer of energy from the gun to the 
brain through the shooter’s shoulder, 
upper body and neck. This transfer 
causes a rapid increase in the back-
and-forth motion of the shooter’s 
head. That motion causes the brain 
to similarly move within the skull 
– a movement found to cause mild 
concussions. While not as violent as 
a concussion from a contact sport, it 
is still a potential head injury. Studies 
on hockey and football players have 
shown that even minor head injuries 
can have cumulative effects.

ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE 
My other research, involving discus-
sion boards and interviews, turned 
up other possible causes for the 
headache phenomenon. These in-
cluded not hydrating enough during 
extended shooting sessions, and the 
concussive effect of shooting under a 
covered firing line, inside a room or 
at an indoor range. The use of muzzle 
brakes has become increasingly 
common and one of their effects is 
redirecting muzzle blast, which can 
increase both concussion and noise 
experienced by the shooter. I once – 
and only once – made the mistake of 
firing my braked .22-250 Rem without 
ear protection. The headache and 
deafness lasted a couple of days.

An interesting idea raised on one 
discussion board was the similarity 
between inhaling the nitrite fumes 
from burning smokeless gunpowder 
and nitroglycerine tablets used to 
treat heart conditions. These nitrites 
cause vasodilation, which is lifesav-
ing when medically required. Trust 
me – if someone without a heart 
condition takes a medical dosage 
of nitro, the resultant headache is 
10 out of 10 on the pain scale. Can 
concentrated fumes in a confined 
area have a similar effect? Maybe. 
Other anecdotal stories include com-
plaints of headaches when shooting 
or standing near short-barrelled 
firearms, due to increased muzzle 
blast and concussion. I could go on, 
but I think you get the idea – recoil 
headache is a reality many shooters 
experience at some point.

SOLUTIONS
So, what can shooters do about this 
potential concern? The first step is 
awareness. Also, always wear hearing 
protection no matter your shooting 
discipline. If you’re a clay shooter, 
use the lowest recoiling shotshells 
suitable for your sport. If possible, 
reduce your round count to what your 
body can handle, and allow yourself 
enough rest between sessions. Con-
sider adding recoil-reducing acces-
sories to your shotgun. A good recoil 
pad or padded clothing can help 
reduce and redistribute felt recoil. 
Of course, ensuring correct gun fit is 
critical. Waterfowlers might be most 
at risk for recoil headaches due to the 
high rate of fire during hunts and the 
use of heavy loads like 3- or 3.5-inch 
magnums. They’re also often disad-
vantaged when it comes to assuming 
a correct shooting position in layout 
blinds. Going from lying down to 
rapidly sitting up while shouldering 
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RIGHT: 
Muzzle 

brakes help 
reduce 

recoil but 
increase 

the noise 
and blast 

experienced 
by the 

shooter. 

LEFT: The coat 
pictured here 
has a built-in 
gel recoil pad, 
while the vest 
has simple 
padding. 
Both can help 
mitigate the 
effects of 
recoil, while 
muffs reduce 
noise. 

a gun and tracking a fast-moving bird 
isn’t ideal for perfect gun mounting.

Rifle shooters have a few options 
too. They can ensure proper gun 
fit, use a good recoil pad and wear 
padded clothing. The availability of 
low-recoil ammunition helps, as does 
taking more breaks. They may also 
want to reconsider using a muzzle 
brake, especially in enclosed or semi-
enclosed areas.

While they don’t experience shoul-
der recoil, handgun shooters aren’t 
immune to muzzle blast and noise. A 
compensated pistol, for example, may 
create muzzle blast similar to that 
of a rifle. And they tend to fire more 
rounds overall.

I wrote this article not to scare any-
one away from shooting, but to raise 
awareness about the potential causes 
of post-shooting headaches and how 
to avoid them. If you’re unsure about 
the cause of a headache, consult your 
doctor. 
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CANADIAN 
BULLETS

Putting CamPro bullets to the test
BY AL VOTH
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There’s no escaping the fact gun 
owners need bullets. Like pro-

pellant powder and primers, bullets 
are an essential ingredient to modern 
ammunition. Historically, the Cana-
dian production of bullets has always 
existed, but it’s been on a limited 
basis. For example, I’m old enough to 
have used CIL (Canadian Industries 
Limited) bullets in my early hand-
loading years. Additionally, there 
have always been small, boutique-
type bullet makers in Canada, 
producing specialized projectiles for 
niche markets. But this country has 
always depended on US-based sup-
pliers for the majority of bullets used 
in handloading. There are signs this 
is changing.

One of those signs is the growth of 
Quebec-based bullet maker CamPro. 
This family-owned company started 
in 1995 by making handgun bullets 
for IPSC shooters, and they have 
been on a steady growth trajectory 
since. Handgun bullets are still the 
biggest part of their line, but a check 
of their website as I write this shows 
61 different offerings. These range 
from 55-grain .22 calibre bullets suit-
able for 223 REM class cartridges to 
550-grain, .458 calibre behemoths for 
use in really big rifles. Their newest 
offering is a saboted .50 calibre bullet 
for modern in-line muzzleloaders. 

TECHNOLOGY 
If CamPro has something resembling 
a signature technology, it must be 
their copper plating process. While 
they produce some conventionally 
jacketed bullets, they are best known 
for their fully copper plated bullets. 
You can identify these on their web-
site (campro.ca) by the initials FCP. 
This indicates a bullet with a lead 
core, but which is completely covered 
with a copper plating usually 0.008 
inches thick.

This complete plating eliminates 
airborne lead contamination from the 
bullet, making it much safer for use, 
particularly in indoor ranges. This 
feature has made CamPro bullets 
popular with law enforcement agen-
cies, which do a lot of their training 
indoors.

CamPro isn’t the only company to 
use this technology, but they have 
refined it to the point where they are 
a world leader. It’s part of the reason 
they have a large presence outside of 
Canada in places like Europe, where 
their products are widely used by 
action pistol competitors. It’s also 
why they produce large quantities 
of bullets for various manufacturers, 
who use them in their factory-loaded 
ammunition.

A bullet gets lasered as 
part of CamPro’s quality 

inspection process.

These lead ingots from 
CamPro’s own foundry  
will eventually become 

lead wire and then  
plated bullets.
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A foundry, owned by CamPro, al-
lows them to control metal composi-
tion and specifications themselves, 
rather than having to rely on an 
outside vendor. They then extrude 
their own wire, turning this into 
swaged cores sized for the bullets 
being produced. Immersion in a 
series of chemical and electroplating 
solutions follows, during which the 
copper plating is applied. After this, 
the bullets are swaged again to their 
final dimension to ensure concen-
tricity and parallelism. And lastly, 
the bullet base is checked to ensure 
proper shape and no irregularities. 
The bullets are then ready for a final 
polish and packaging.

It’s in CamPro’s bulk packaging 
that much of the cost savings can be 
found. They offer most of their bullets 
packaged in large quantities, includ-
ing 500 and 1,000 count containers. 
And while you can’t order direct 
from them, they have dealers all over 
Canada.

I collected a few different bullet 
types for testing to give readers a 
sense of what’s available and how 
they perform. 

HANDGUN TESTING 
The most popular centrefire handgun 
chambering in Canada is doubtless 
the 9mm Luger. So, testing some 
124-grain flat point FCP bullets 
loaded in this cartridge was an easy 
choice. I set up my Dillon 550 to 

dispense some Titegroup powder 
into once-fired Winchester nickel 
cases and used Federal 100 prim-
ers as the ignition source. From my 
hybrid Randall/Springfield 1911 and 
it’s five-inch barrel, the bullets left at 
1,128 feet per second, with a standard 
deviation of seven, for 10 shots.

The loaded ammunition functioned 
perfectly, and accuracy was what 
I’ve come to expect from this pistol, 
printing 10 shots into a two-inch 
group at 20 metres when shooting 
handheld from a braced rest. That’s 
exactly what this gun does with both 
Winchester 147-grain and Federal 
124-grain factory ammunition.

Since these are plated bullets, I was 
concerned the rifling in a pistol’s 

bore might be cutting through the 
plating and exposing the lead core. 
This results in far more lead exposure 
for the shooter and negates all the 
advantages of a fully encapsulated 
bullet. To test if this could be happen-
ing, I scrounged together five pistols 
of various makes, all chambered for 
the 9mm Luger, and fired into bullet 
recovery media. A trip to the micro-
scope with the bullets showed the 
plating was thick enough that none 
of the pistols cut through it to expose 
the lead core. That gave these bullets 
a pass in reliability, accuracy and 
lead-free cleanliness. And the price is 
great because, purchased in boxes of 
1,000, cost is about 13 cents each. 

RIFLE TESTING  
Next up were CamPro’s full metal 
jacket rifle bullets, specifically the 
55-grain .224 slugs and the 147-grain 
.308 projectiles. Unlike their pistol 
bullets, these have conventional 
gilding metal jackets, with a cann-
elure and a base of exposed lead. The 
design indicates these aren’t hunting 
or target bullets, but rather fodder 
for high round count work, as often 
found in the action shooting sports. 
Both these .224 and .308 calibre 
bullets look to be most at home in 
semi-auto rifles, and while I’d like to 
test them in those rifles, mine are, 
of course, all locked up in “gun jail” 

 

CamPro’s latest bullet is 
a .50 calibre 260-grain 
muzzleloader projectile, 

complete with sabot. 

Well known for handgun 
bullets, CamPro also has a 
limited line of rifle bullets
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awaiting forced confiscation.
So, to test these bullets, I recruited 

a couple of custom bolt-action rifles, 
with a 223 Remington up first. With a 
Proof barrel, KS Arms action and an 
MDT HNT26 chassis, this is a highly 
capable rifle. Using load recipes that 
included StaBALL Match powder, 
Varget, BLC(2), Federal 205 prim-
ers and Hornady cases, I fired five 
five-shot groups. Velocity averaged 
3,100 feet per second, with a standard 
deviation of 16, and a group aver-
age of 1.97 MOA. While this rifle will 
shoot close to 0.5 MOA with match 
bullets, its average with comparable 
Remington 55-grain FMJ factory am-
munition is 2.30 MOA. So, CamPro 
can beat one of the big boys in good 
handloads.

Next, I called on a custom 308 
Winchester built around a Savage 110 
action, using an IBI barrel and settled 
into an MDT LSS chassis. For these 
loads, I used three different powders 
again, CCI BR-2 primers and Federal 
cases. I quickly saw a preference 
for StaBALL Match, so I fired three 
five-shot groups for the record using 
it. Velocity averaged 2,941 feet per 
second, with a standard deviation of 
11. Groups size averaged 1.44 MOA. 
Again, this rifle will beat that handily 
when using match bullets, but some 
factory-loaded similar ammunition 
– Federal American Eagle 150-grain 
FMJ BT – will only yield 1.89 MOA 
groups, so my handloads with 
CamPro bullets again outperformed 
another one of the big names.

With prices for the CamPro .224 
bullets hovering around 13 cents 
a piece and .308 bullets at 27 cents 
each, they are about one-third the 
price of most other jacketed rifle 
bullets. So, my assessment is these 
bullets are best suited to high-
volume shooting where cost is a 
factor, but the ultimate in precision 

isn’t required. This includes many 
of the action shooting sports, as well 
as plinking or short-range practice 
sessions.

MUZZLELOADER TESTING
CamPro’s new muzzleloader bullet is 
interesting in that it is a plated bullet, 
but with the addition of a hollow 
point, into which a polymer tip is 
inserted. And of course it’s housed 
in a four-petal black plastic sabot. 
Intended for .50 calibre rifles, bullet 
weight is 260 grains.

My Traditions Vortek in-line 
muzzleloader hasn’t been out of the 
safe in a while, so this was a great op-
portunity to give it a workout at the 
range. I brought along some Win-
chester Triple Se7en 50-grain pellets, 
along with that firm’s Triple Se7en 
primers.

I stayed with two pellets (100 grains) 
as the propellant for all my test-
ing and this turned in 1,600 feet per 
second as an average velocity. A trip 
downrange to look for fired sabots 
revealed they were peeling back uni-
formly and showing perfect engage-
ment in the rifling, with no stripping 
or melting.  

After trying three shots between 
bore cleanings and being dissatis-
fied with the results, I moved to 
performing a quick barrel swabbing 

after each shot, after which groups 
tightened up significantly. A total 
of four three-shot groups produced 
an average group size of 2.52 MOA, 
which is deer-level precision to as far 
as I would shoot this muzzleloader.

As most shooters of these front-
stuffing rifles know, they can be 
extremely picky as to which powder 
and primer combination shoots best 
with a given bullet. So, I’m sure some 
experimenting with different loads 
could tighten up precision even 
more. With many muzzleloader bul-
lets costing $3 per bullet, these Cam-
Pro bullets are inexpensive enough 
at less than $1 per shot that a person 
can actually afford to experiment. 
You’ll find them packaged in blister 
packs of 12 bullets. 

THE FUTURE
At the 2025 SHOT Show, CamPro 
was showing off a line of mono-metal 
hunting bullets for centrefire rifles; 
however, those are still in develop-
ment as I write this. You’ll find a 
report on them in these pages once 
they become available. And I’m sure 
that won’t be the last new product 
we’ll see from this company. A Cana-
dian firm producing a full line of bul-
lets for handloaders is long overdue, 
and a welcome addition to Canada’s 
firearm industry.  

 

Most CamPro bullets 
are bulk packaged with 

package quantities 
ranging from 100 to 
several thousand. 



CDX-30 x-lite
SERIES

Dimensions: 48.28” x 3.66” x 7.94” 

Folded: 38.48” x 4.31” x 7.94”  

Weight: ± 13.23 lb

Based on a 24” barrel with 
an empty magazine. Without 
riflescope, scope mount and 
bipod. 

The new CDX-30 X-LITE was meticulously designed with a singular mission 
in mind: to be the most visually stunning rifle Cadex has crafted in the last 
decade. As you know, Cadex has built its reputation on creating firearms 
with distinctive aesthetics and an unmatched appearance and this model 
continues that legacy. 

Calibers

6.5 creedmoor
308 win

MX4 muzzle brake top view

*Riflescope, scope mount, bipod, tripod adaptor and AES rail are sold separately.

FOLDING 
STOCK

MX4 3 LUG 
60° BOLT  
THROW

custom shop model

SKUs available: CDX30-XL-308-24  /  CDX30-XL-6.5-24

755 ave. Montrichard, Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, QC, Canada  J2X 5K8 
Tel: 450-348-6774  •  Toll free: 1-888-348-6774  •  www.cadexdefence.com

FEATURES AND SPECIFICATIONS:

• Our CDX-30 features an “ultra-smooth” 
DLC coated action, enhanced with 
thoughtfully placed relief cuts throughout 
the receiver, effectively reducing weight 
while maintaining exceptional rigidity. 
Additionally, we’ve incorporated a newly 
lightened round bolt knob, enhancing 
both functionality and style.  

• A massive Bartlein 1.300” diameter straight 
Carbon fiber barrel, coupled with our 
stunning new MX4 muzzle brake, ensuring 
superior performance and a striking design.

• A super light variant of our new Strike 
XS chassis, which boasts a skeletonized 
mainframe, fore-end tube and a night 
vision bridge, all designed to minimize 
weight while offering an aesthetically 
pleasing look.

• Cerakote FX SERIES coating, featuring 
color-shifting metallics as well as a 
captivating pearlescent finish that takes 
the visual appeal to the next level.

Here’s what  
makes the  

CDX-30 X-LITE  
stand out:  

CHASSIS
• New skeletonized Strike XS chassis platform built 

from a rock solid single piece aircraft grade 
aluminum billet.

• Reverse folding stock mechanism with free-play 
adjustable hinge system to remove loosening  
that may develop over time.

• PRO tool-free fully adjustable buttstock and 
neoprene cheek pad.  

• M-LOK fore-end tube capable to adapt various 
Picatinny rails  
and accessories.

• Compatible with an infinite selection of M-LOK 
and aftermarket competition accessories.

ACTION
• New skeletonized CDX-30 heavy duty 1.550” 

custom grade bolt action repeater, made from 
416 stainless steel.

• DLC coated 3 lug fluted bolt with ultra-smooth  
60° short bolt throw.

• Custom honey stick style bolt knob.
• ¼ turn tool-free bolt disassembly for an easy 

access to the firing pin.
• Ambidextrous safety lever on shroud.

• Custom Black DX2 Evo single/double stage 
convertible trigger (not compatible with 
Remington safety/bolt release).

• Equipped with a straight trigger shoe.

BARREL
• Bartlein 1.300” straight Carbon fiber match grade 

barrel with single point cut rifling technology.
• 24” long barrel with 5R single point cut rifling 

technology.
• New MX4 muzzle brake ensuring impressive 

performance and a striking design.

ACCESSORIES
• Shown with our Falcon Lite bipod, AES rail, tripod 

adaptor and scope mount (available separately). 
• Riflescope not included.

CUSTOM SHOP COLORS
• Currently available in Cerakote FX Series  

Hunter Orange.
• Contact Cadex customer service team or visit our 

website for the latest available colors.



NFA – ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING

Red Deer, Alta., May 2 & 3, 2025 
BY AL VOTH
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publicly posted figures reveal he has 
logged 29 in the last six months, while 
all other firearm rights organizations 
have logged a combined total of one 
lobbying effort.

Naturally, door prizes and silent 
auction items were a popular part of 
the meeting, with support coming for 
this portion of the event from Cadex 
Defence, Lever Arms, Tillsonburg Gun 
Shop, Lanz Shooting Supplies, Le-
upold, Vortex, 911 Supply and others.

As has become standard for these 
meetings, there was a distinguished 
lineup of guest speakers, including: 

Dr. Teri Bryant, Alberta’s chief fire-
arms officer and collector of Japanese 
and historical firearms.

Sheila Gunn Reid, Alberta bureau 
chief of Rebel News and champion for 
civil liberties.

Mitch Sylvestre and Scott Payne, 
public relations leaders of the Alberta 
Black Hats and architects behind the 
Alberta Bill of Rights campaign. 

MLA Shane Getson, a steadfast advo-
cate for firearms rights in Alberta.

With the federal election wrapping 
up only days before this meeting, the 
meaning and consequences of the 
results were addressed by all these 
speakers. Members heard this new 
administration has expressed a desire 
to revamp the classification system for 
firearms, but considering the history of 
Liberal governments, more restrictions 
are likely. The anti-gun prejudice of the 
legacy media was also highlighted, as 
was a recent study that found only 42 
per cent of people trust the media most 
of the time. If gun owners can get their 
message out, this is a figure that sug-
gests the truth is ours to tell.

Members heard about the support 
the Alberta provincial government 
is giving to property rights and the 
law-abiding citizens who are having 
their property confiscated. And all 
were encouraged to take our message 
of firearms rights and traditions to 
fellow citizens who are willing to listen 
and who understand that rights which 
matter to them could be the next ones 
eliminated. 

It was the west’s turn to host the 
NFA’s 2025 annual general meeting, 

with the Red Deer Casino and Conven-
tion Centre hosting this year’s event. 
Registrants all received a 30-page 
handbook that compiled the meeting’s 
agenda, minutes of last year’s meet-
ing, various executive communications 
and audited financial statements. Of 
course, all the legally required ele-
ments of a not-for-profit AGM were 
incorporated into the event and were 
duly carried out.

Verbal reports from the president, 
vice-president and the board of direc-
tors were all received, with everyone en-
couraging members to keep up the fight 
considering the just-received election 
results. Tom Mavin, the NFA’s registered 
lobbyist, reported as well on his efforts 
to meet individually with parliamentar-
ians. He thus builds relationships and 
leverages those to educate MPs who are 
woefully uninformed on firearm issues 
and encourages others who understand 
the issues at stake, and who we count as 
friends in parliament. Reporting these 
meetings is required by law and the 



LegalLegal  CornerCorner
Guy Lavergne, Attorney at Law

The Pernicious Effects Of Certain Court Orders

THE SPECIAL SITUATION  
OF FIREARMS LICENCE HOLDERS
As I have often mentioned in 
previous columns, a firearms licence 
is not a certificate of competency, 
but a discretionary and essentially 
temporary immunity, allowing its 
holder to do something (possess 
a firearm) that would otherwise 
constitute a criminal offence. A licence 
is temporary and can be revoked 
at any time at the discretion of the 
chief firearms officer of the province 
concerned. The latter may revoke a 
licence for any good and sufficient 
reason. Some court orders may result 
in the revocation of the licence. 

RECENT AMENDMENTS  
TO SECTION 5 OF THE FIREARMS ACT
Among the criteria considered by 
the chief firearms officer are those 
set out in Section 5 of the Firearms 
Act, namely the eligibility criteria 

for the licence. However, since 2021, 
new licence eligibility criteria has 
been added to Section 5, specifically 
concerning orders issued under 
Section 810. I reproduce below the 
relevant excerpts from the text of 
Section 5, as amended and now  
in force:
5 (1) A person is not eligible to 
hold a licence if it is desirable, in 
the interests of the safety of that or 
any other person, that the person 
not possess a firearm, a crossbow, 
a prohibited weapon, a restricted 
weapon, a prohibited device, 
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As a firearms licence holder, it is 
important to understand there 

are seemingly innocuous situations 
that may result in the refusal, 
revocation or non-renewal of a 
firearms licence. 

One of the most common is the 
acceptance or issuance of a peace 
bond order, commonly referred to  
as an “810” in reference to the section 
of the Criminal Code that governs 
this type of order. Another relates 
to firearms prohibition orders. 
Finally, and this is a relative novelty, 
protection orders issued by the civil 
courts can also have pernicious 
effects. 

WHAT IS AN 810?
Such an order is based on an 
undertaking by an accused, for a 
period not exceeding 12 months, 
not to commit certain acts. It occurs 
when a third party fears for their life, 
that of their child or intimate partner, 
for their safety or property, or they 
fear that someone might publish 
intimate images of themselves or 
their child or intimate partner.

Most of the time, a recognizance 
under Section 810 of the Criminal 
Code specifically prohibits the 
person from possessing a weapon, 
which automatically includes any 
type of firearm. Such an undertaking 
is commonly issued in the context of 
litigation between intimate partners 
or former intimate partners. Often, it 
is presented by the prosecutor as an 
alternative to a criminal prosecution 
for assault, harassment, threats or 
intimidation. Entering into such an 
undertaking may have the advantage 
of avoiding the risk of a criminal 
conviction, or simply avoiding the 
hassle, inconvenience and expense 
associated with defending a criminal 
prosecution. To some defendants, this 
may seem like an attractive proposal, 
with no apparent significant risk and 
may not lead to future consequences, 
if it is respected. This is not always  
the case.

A prohibition order prevents all 
forms of firearm possession, even 
those not requiring a licence.

Une ordonnance d’interdiction 
fait obstacle à toute forme de 
possession d’arme à feu; même 
celles pour lesquelles aucun 
permis n’est requis.



who must now proceed with the 
renewal of their licence. The existence 
of the order, which has otherwise 
expired and been complied with, 
could therefore lead to a refusal to 
renew the licence or to a subsequent 
revocation.

FIREARMS PROHIBITION ORDERS
I have already devoted an entire 
column to this type of court order. I 
therefore do not intend to elaborate 
beyond what is fundamental.

There are basically four categories 
of prohibition orders. The first (Article 
109 of the Criminal Code) must be 
imposed ex officio by a court when an 
individual is found guilty of certain 
offences. The second (Article 110 of 
the Criminal Code) are discretionary 
and accessory to a sentence, following 
a conviction. The third (Article 111 
of the Criminal Code) is intended to 
be preventive but is often used as an 
alternative to a revocation of a licence 
by a prosecutor and is almost always 
aimed at persons who hold a firearms 
licence. The fourth category covers 
persons who share a dwelling with a 
person who is subject to an order of 
the first three categories.

It is not unusual for the police or 
the prosecutor seeking to have such 
an order issued to emphasize its 
supposedly temporary nature. Several 
licence holders take the bait, hoping 
to get their firearms back upon the 
expiry of the order. However, while 
the order itself does have a limited 
duration, some of its effects are 
immediate and others last in the  
long term.

The first effect of a prohibition 
order is to result in the automatic and 
immediate revocation of a firearms 
licence. It also entails the forfeiture, 
without compensation, of firearms 
owned by the person concerned at the 
time of the application for the order, 
unless the judge decides otherwise, 
which is a discretionary power.

While it is in force, the order 
prevents all forms of firearm 
possession, even those that do not 
require a licence. A person subject 
to an order cannot hunt or shoot 
accompanied and supervised by a 
licence holder, nor can they avail 
themselves of an exemption, such as 
those enjoyed by police officers.

Finally, the mere fact that an order 
has been made at a particular time 
leads to the prospective application of 

paragraph 5(2)(e) of the Firearms Act 
on any subsequent application for a 
licence or renewal. 

FORWARD-LOOKING CHANGES
Some legislative amendments passed 
as part of Bill C-21 are not yet in 
force. These amendments and the 
proposed regulations, which will 
likely be promulgated, since the LPC 
was returned to power on April 28, 
2025, make the effects of protection 
orders issued by the civil courts even 
more drastic. Such orders will now 
automatically result in the revocation, 
non-renewal or denial of firearms 
licences. New Section 6.1 of the 
Firearms Act reads as follows:

6.1 Subject to Section 70.‍3 and 
the regulations, an individual is not 
eligible to hold a licence if they are 
subject to a protection order or have 
been convicted of an offence in the 
commission of which violence was 
used, threatened or attempted against 
their intimate partner or any member 
of their family.

At first glance, it is only existing 
protection orders that have these 
effects, but even before these 
amendments come into force, some 
chief firearms officers seemed 
inclined to apply them to expired 
orders. It should be noted that in 
cases where section 6.1 applies, it 
removes any discretion from the 
chief firearms officer (and therefore 
the courts) with respect to the 
withdrawal of the licence. This is 
automatic whether or not the person 
concerned represents a danger to 
public safety. 

CONCLUSION
In short, for a firearms licence holder, 
or anyone aspiring to become one, the 
long-term effects and consequences 
of these orders are very real and 
often drastic. What may seem like 
an attractive proposal to avoid 
prosecution or legal fees can prove 
to be a long-term nightmare for an 
individual who wants to continue to 
have legal access to firearms. There 
is no universal rule. Each situation 
deserves to be evaluated with full 
knowledge of the facts and with an 
awareness of the potential pernicious 
effects of the orders that are sought or 
proposed. This will avoid unpleasant 
surprises. 
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ammunition, prohibited ammunition 
or a cartridge magazine.

(2) In determining whether a person 
is eligible to hold a licence under 
subsection (1), a chief firearms officer 
or, on a reference under Section 74, 
a provincial court judge shall have 
regard to whether the person
(d) is or was previously prohibited by 

an order — made in the interests 
of the safety and security of any 
person — from communicating 
with an identified person or from 
being at a specified place or within 
a specified distance of that place, 
and poses or could pose a threat or 
risk to the safety and security of 
any person;

(e) in respect of an offence in the 
commission of which violence 
was used, threatened or attempted 
against the person’s intimate 
partner or former intimate partner, 
was previously prohibited by a 
prohibition order from possessing 
any firearm, crossbow, prohibited 
weapon, restricted weapon, 
prohibited device or prohibited 
ammunition; 

Paragraphs (d) and (e) have been in 
effect since 2021. Paragraph (d) refers 
specifically to an order made under 
article 810 of the Criminal Code, but 
also to protection orders issued by the 
civil courts. Paragraph (e) refers to a 
prohibition order (from possession of 
firearms) incidental to a conviction in 
connection with an event of domestic 
violence. These provisions are likely 
to preclude one’s eligibility to hold a 
firearms licence even if the orders are 
no longer in force and have been fully 
complied with. Paragraph (e) requires 
the person concerned be a potential 
threat to public safety.

Section 5 provides that the chief 
firearms officer must consider these 
factors in making their decision. 
This does not imply an automatic 
refusal or revocation of the licence, 
but exceptions are rare, since chief 
firearms officer will most often err on 
the side of caution.

Obviously, the passage of time, 
assuming no new incidents occur, will 
favour the licensee or applicant, but 
will not guarantee a given outcome.

As these provisions apply to all 
licence holders, they could affect 
an individual who was the subject 
of such an order prior to 2021, but 



Rubrique Juridique 
Par Guy Lavergne, Avocat

Les Effets Pernicieux De Certaines  
Ordonnances Des Cours De Justice

et frais associés à la défense d’une 
poursuite criminelle. Pour certains 
défendeurs, cela peut sembler une 
proposition attrayante, sans risque 
significatif et susceptible de ne pas 
entraîner de conséquences futures, 
dans la mesure où elle est respectée. 
Ce n’est pas toujours le cas.

LA SITUATION PARTICULIÈRE  
DES TITULAIRES DE PERMIS D’ARMES À FEU
Comme je l’ai souvent mentionné 
dans le cadre de chroniques précé-
dentes, un permis d’armes à feu n’est 
pas un certificat de compétence, mais 
une immunité discrétionnaire et 
essentiellement temporaire, per-
mettant à son titulaire de faire une 
chose (posséder une arme à feu) qui 
constituerait autrement une infraction 
criminelle. Un permis est temporaire 
et révocable en tout temps, au bon 
vouloir du Contrôleur des armes à 
feu (« Contrôleur ») de la province 
concernée. Ce dernier peut révoquer 
un permis pour tout motif juste et suf-
fisant. Certaines ordonnances de cour 
peuvent avoir comme conséquence la 
révocation du permis. 

LES AMENDEMENTS RÉCENTS À  
L’ARTICLE 5 DE LA LOI SUR LES ARMES À FEU
Parmi les critères considérés par 
le Contrôleur, il y a ceux énoncés à 
l’article 5 de la loi, soit les critères 
d’admissibilité au permis. Or, 
depuis 2021, de nouveaux critères 
d’admissibilité au permis ont été 
ajoutés à l’article 5, concernant 
précisément les ordonnances émises 
en vertu de l’article 810. Je reproduis 
ci-après les extraits pertinents du 
texte de l’article, tel qu’amendé et 
présentement en vigueur:

5 (1) Le permis ne peut être délivré 
lorsqu’il est souhaitable, pour sa sécu-
rité ou celle d’autrui, que le deman-
deur n’ait pas en sa possession une 
arme à feu, une arbalète, une arme 
prohibée, une arme à autorisation 
restreinte, un dispositif prohibé, des 
munitions, des munitions prohibées 
ou des chargeurs.

(2) Pour l’application du paragraphe 
(1), le contrôleur des armes à feu ou, 
dans le cas d’un renvoi prévu à l’article 
74, le juge de la cour provinciale tient 
compte des éléments suivants:

En tant que titulaire d’un permis 
d’armes à feu, il est important de 

comprendre que certaines situations, 
en apparence anodines, peuvent 
entraîner le refus, la révocation ou 
le non-renouvellement d’un permis 
d’armes à feu.

L’une des plus communes a trait à 
l’acceptation ou à l’émission d’une 
ordonnance de souscrire un engage-
ment de ne pas troubler l’ordre 
public, communément désignée 
sous l’appellation « 810 » par ré-
férence à l’article du Code criminel 
qui gouverne ce type d’ordonnance. 
Une autre a trait aux ordonnances 
d’interdiction de possession d’armes 
à feu. Enfin, et c’est là une rela-
tive nouveauté, les ordonnances de 
protection émises par les tribunaux 
civils peuvent aussi avoir des effets 
pernicieux. 

QU’EST-CE QU’UN 810 
Une telle ordonnance est fon-
dée sur un engagement de la part 
d’un prévenu, pour une période 
n’excédant pas 12 mois, de ne pas 
poser certains gestes. Elle survient 
lorsqu’une tierce personne craint 
pour sa vie, celle de son enfant ou 
partenaire intime, pour leur sécurité 
ou biens respectifs ou qu’elle ne pub-
lie des images intimes la concernant 
ou concernant son enfant ou parte-
naire intime.

La plupart du temps, un engage-
ment pris en vertu de l’article 810 C. 
Cr. interdit spécifiquement à la per-
sonne visée de posséder une arme, ce 
qui inclut tout type d’arme à feu. Un 
tel engagement est communément 
émis dans le cadre d’un litige entre 
partenaires intimes ou ex-partenaires 
intimes. Souvent, il est présenté par 
le poursuivant comme une alterna-
tive à une poursuite criminelle pour 
voies de fait, harcèlement, menaces 
ou intimidation. Souscrire un tel 
engagement peut avoir comme avan-
tage d’éviter le risque d’une condam-
nation criminelle, ou simplement 
d’éviter les tracas, inconvénients 
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armes à feu est 
généralement 
couverte par 
une ordonnance 
d’interdiction.  



d) il lui est ou lui a été interdit, au 
titre d’une ordonnance rendue pour 
la sécurité de toute personne, de 
communiquer avec une personne 
donnée ou de se trouver dans 
un lieu donné ou à une distance 
donnée de ce lieu, et il représente ou 
pourrait représenter une menace ou 
un risque pour la sécurité de toute 
personne;

e) au titre d’une ordonnance 
d’interdiction rendue relativement à 
une infraction commise avec usage, 
tentative ou menace de violence 
contre son partenaire intime ou 
un ancien partenaire intime, il lui 
a déjà été interdit la possession 
d’une arme à feu, d’une arbalète, 
d’une arme prohibée, d’une arme 
à autorisation restreinte, d’un 
dispositif prohibé ou de munitions 
prohibées;

Les alinéas d) et e) sont en vigueur 
depuis 2021. L’alinéa d) vise spéci-
fiquement une ordonnance rendue en 
vertu de l’article 810 C. Cr. mais égale-
ment les ordonnances de protection 
émises par les cours civiles. L’alinéa 
e) vise une ordonnance d’interdiction 
(de possession d’armes à feu) acces-
soire à une condamnation dans le 
cadre d’un évènement de violence 
conjugale. Ces dispositions sont 
susceptibles de s’appliquer même 
si les ordonnances ne sont plus en 
vigueur et qu’elles ont été intégrale-
ment respectées. L’alinéa a) exige que 
la menace posée par la personne visée 
pour la sécurité d’autrui subsiste.

L’article 5 édicte que le Contrôleur 
doit tenir compte de ces facteurs 
dans le cadre de sa décision. Cela 
n’implique pas un refus ou une révo-
cation automatique du permis, mais 
les exceptions seront rares, puisque 
les Contrôleurs opteront la plupart du 
temps pour la prudence.

Évidemment, le passage du temps, 
en supposant l’absence de nouvel 
incident, favorisera le titulaire ou 
demandeur de permis, sans toutefois 
garantir un résultat donné.

Comme ces dispositions 
s’appliquent à tous les détenteurs de 
permis, elles pourraient affecter un 
individu qui a fait l’objet d’une telle 
ordonnance avant 2021, mais qui doit 
maintenant procéder au renouvelle-
ment de son permis. L’existence de 
l’ordonnance, par ailleurs expirée et 
respectée, pourrait donc entraîner un 
refus de renouvellement du permis ou 
une révocation a posteriori.

LES ORDONNANCES D’INTERDICTION  
DE POSSESSION D’ARMES À FEU
J’ai déjà consacré une chronique 
entière à ce type d’ordonnance. Je 
n’entends donc pas élaborer outre 
mesure.

Il y en a essentiellement quatre 
types. Les premières (Article 109 C. 
Cr.) doivent être imposées d’office par 
la Cour lorsqu’un individu est déclaré 
coupable de certaines infractions. Les 
secondes (Article 110 C. Cr.) sont dis-
crétionnaires, par suite d’une déclara-
tion de culpabilité. Les troisièmes (Ar-
ticle 111 C. Cr.) se veulent préventives, 
mais sont souvent utilisées comme 
alternative à une révocation de permis 
par le poursuivant et visent presque 
toujours des personnes qui sont titu-
laires d’un permis d’arme à feu. Les 
quatrièmes visent des personnes qui 
partagent un lieu d’habitation avec 
une personne assujettie à une ordon-
nance des trois premières catégories.

Il n’est pas inhabituel que les pol-
iciers ou le poursuivant cherchant à 
faire imposer une telle ordonnance 
mettent l’emphase sur son caractère 
soi-disant temporaire. Plusieurs titu-
laires de permis mordent à l’hameçon, 
espérant récupérer leurs armes à 
feu au terme de l’ordonnance. Or, si 
l’ordonnance elle-même a effective-
ment une durée limitée, certains de 
ses effets sont immédiats et d’autres 
perdurent à long terme.

En effet, une ordonnance 
d’interdiction a comme premier effet 
d’entraîner la révocation automatique 
et immédiate du permis d’arme à feu. 
Elle entraîne également la confisca-
tion, sans indemnisation, des armes 
à feu possédées par la personne 
visée au moment de la demande 
d’ordonnance, sauf décision contraire 
du juge, laquelle est discrétionnaire.

Pendant qu’elle est en vigueur, elle 
empêche toute autre forme de pos-
session d’arme à feu, même celles 
qui ne requièrent pas de permis. Une 
personne visée par une ordonnance 
ne peut donc pas chasser ou tirer en 
étant accompagnée et supervisée par 
un titulaire de permis, ni se prévaloir 
d’une exemption telle que celles dont 
jouissent les agents de la paix.

Enfin, le simple fait qu’une ordon-
nance ait été rendue à un moment 
donné entraîne prospectivement 
l’application de l’alinéa 5(2) e) de la 
Loi sur les armes à feu, lors de toute 
nouvelle demande de permis ou 
renouvellement ultérieur. 

CHANGEMENTS PROSPECTIFS 
Certains amendements législatifs 
adoptés dans le cadre du projet de Loi 
C-21 ne sont pas encore en vigueur. 
Ces amendements et les règlements 
d’application projetés, qui seront 
vraisemblablement promulgués, 
puisque le PLC a été reporté au pou-
voir le 28 avril 2025, viennent rendre 
encore plus drastiques les effets des 
ordonnances de protection rendues 
par les tribunaux civils. En effet, de 
telles ordonnances entraîneront dé-
sormais automatiquement la révoca-
tion, le non-renouvellement ou le 
refus du permis d’armes à feu. Voici le 
texte du nouvel article 6.1 de la Loi sur 
les armes à feu:

6.1  Sous réserve de l’article 70.3 et 
des règlements, le permis ne peut être 
délivré au particulier qui est visé par 
une ordonnance de protection ou qui 
a été déclaré coupable d’une infrac-
tion commise avec usage, tentative 
ou menace de violence contre son 
partenaire intime ou tout membre de 
sa famille.

A première vue, ce ne sont que les 
ordonnances de protection en vigueur 
qui ont ces effets, mais même avant 
que ces amendements n’entrent en 
vigueur, certains contrôleurs des armes 
à feu semblent présentement enclins 
à vouloir les appliquer à des ordon-
nances expirées ou périmées. Il est à 
noter que dans les cas où l’article 6.1 
s’applique, il enlève toute discrétion au 
Contrôleur des armes à feu (et partant, 
aux tribunaux) quant au retrait du per-
mis. Celui-ci est automatique, que la 
personne visée représente ou non un 
danger pour la sécurité publique. 

CONCLUSION 
Bref, pour un titulaire de permis 
d’arme à feu, ou pour quiconque 
aspire à le devenir, les effets et 
conséquences à long terme de ces or-
donnances sont bien réels et souvent 
drastiques. Ce qui peut sembler une 
proposition attrayante pour éviter une 
poursuite ou des frais juridiques peut 
s’avérer un cauchemar à long terme 
pour un individu désirant continuer 
à avoir accès légalement aux armes 
à feu. Il n’existe pas de règle univer-
selle. Chaque situation mérite d’être 
évaluée en toute connaissance de 
cause et en ayant conscience des ef-
fets pernicieux potentiels des ordon-
nances qui pourraient être rendues. 
On évitera ainsi de bien mauvaises 
surprises. 
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During the past year I developed 
arthritis in my shoulder, a sign of 

age and a life spent shooting heavy-
recoiling firearms. I’ve taken steps to 
mitigate the effects of recoil, including 
wearing a padded vest and explor-
ing the benefits of thick recoil pads. 
None have been as beneficial as the 
FalconStrike Recoil Reduction System. 
I have used two different devices from 
FalconStrike on a couple of shotguns. 
One is a 12-gauge semi-automatic, the 
other a Mossberg 500 pump-action. 
Installation was simple enough and 
the device doesn’t affect handling. 
Shooting results have been good – 
very good. I also mounted a Falcon-
Strike device on a rifle.

FalconStrike is the brainchild of 
Martin Gaudet of Gaudet Compen-
sating Dampers of Bainsville, Ont. 
FalconStrike offers a wide range of 
devices for rifles and shotguns and 
enough sizes to accommodate most 
any firearm. It seems the FalconStrike 
benefits shotguns the most. But then 
recoil from a lightweight 30-06 is also 
bruising and this would seem to be 
another good application. Some deal-
ers handle this item, or they can be 
ordered via their website at falcon-
strike.ca. Study the website and order-
ing instructions carefully to order the 
correct model.

Installation is straightforward. 
Remove the original recoil pad or 
butt plate and install the FalconStrike 
base plate. There are some adjust-
ments available by means of slotted 
screw openings in the plate. If you 
measured and ordered correctly, the 
base plate is a good fit on the stock. 
The side of the base plate with the 
etched company markings goes to the 
outside. Note there are two position-
ing tabs in the plate body, one on each 
side of the base. These tabs on the 
base plate must be opened to accom-
modate the FalconStrike device. They 
butt into the device itself and stabilize 
the unit, locking it in place. Once the 
base plate is firmly set in place, roll 
the rubber covering pad back and 

Made in Canada
Bob Campbell

FalconStrike Recoil Reducer 

install the device in the opening in the 
base plate. Close the tabs to secure 
the FalconStrike device, then roll the 
rubber covering down. You are set for 
shooting at this point.

So, how does it work? First, the 
fluid in the pad allows the contact 
area to match the shooter’s shoulder 
shape so force is distributed over a 
larger surface, pushing equally all 
over. Then when the shot is fired, this 
bladder expands even more (about 
10 per cent) to provide even more 
contact area. And lastly, the patented 
high-performance shock absorber 
contained within the FalconStrike 
converts a substantial portion of the 
recoil energy to heat. This translates 
to reduced muzzle rise, less kick and 
less fatigue.

Does the device work as designed? 
An emphatic yes! With some loads, 
the difference was noticeable but 
could have been accomplished with 

a gel-filled recoil pad. With heavy 
loads, I found the FalconStrike was 
far more effective than any recoil pad. 
In long-term shooting, as in competi-
tion, I think the device is worth its 
weight in gold. The recoil difference 
is difficult to gauge but when Falcon-
Strike claims up to 50 per cent recoil 
reduction, I cannot argue the point. 
The price is about $220 CAD. 

5 4   w w w . n f a . c a     J u l y/A u g u s t  2 0 2 5



C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

NFA July 2025f.pdf   1   2025-06-10   9:48 AM



N o v e m b e r/ D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9    w w w . n f a . c a  


	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_01_COVER_01
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_02-03_CONTENTS_02
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_02-03_CONTENTS_03
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_04
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_05
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_06
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_07
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_08
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_09
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_10
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_04-11_EDITOR_PRESIDENTMESSAGES_11
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_12-15_POLITICS PRESERVING HERT_12
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_12-15_POLITICS PRESERVING HERT_13
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_12-15_POLITICS PRESERVING HERT_14
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_12-15_POLITICS PRESERVING HERT_15
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_16-19_BALLISTIC COMPENSATION REV_16
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_16-19_BALLISTIC COMPENSATION REV_17
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_16-19_BALLISTIC COMPENSATION REV_18
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_16-19_BALLISTIC COMPENSATION REV_19
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_20-21_GARMINsCHRONOGRAPH_20
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_20-21_GARMINsCHRONOGRAPH_21
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_22-25_A CROSSOVER RIFLE REV_22
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_22-25_A CROSSOVER RIFLE REV_23
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_22-25_A CROSSOVER RIFLE REV_24
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_22-25_A CROSSOVER RIFLE REV_25
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_26-29_WEATHERBYsSORIXSHOTGUN_26
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_26-29_WEATHERBYsSORIXSHOTGUN_27
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_26-29_WEATHERBYsSORIXSHOTGUN_28
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_26-29_WEATHERBYsSORIXSHOTGUN_29
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_30-33_MODERN MUZZLELOADER_30
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_30-33_MODERN MUZZLELOADER_31
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_30-33_MODERN MUZZLELOADER_32
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_30-33_MODERN MUZZLELOADER_33
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_34-37_THE CANADIAN UZI_34
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_34-37_THE CANADIAN UZI_35
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_34-37_THE CANADIAN UZI_36
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_34-37_THE CANADIAN UZI_37
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_38-41_RECOILHEADACHES_38
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_38-41_RECOILHEADACHES_39
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_38-41_RECOILHEADACHES_40
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_38-41_RECOILHEADACHES_41
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_42-47_CANADIAN BULLETS_42
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_42-47_CANADIAN BULLETS_43
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_42-47_CANADIAN BULLETS_44
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_42-47_CANADIAN BULLETS_45
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_42-47_CANADIAN BULLETS_46
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_42-47_CANADIAN BULLETS_47
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_48-49_NFA AGM_48
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_48-49_NFA AGM_49
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_50
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_51
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_52
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_53
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_54
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_55
	CFJ_JULYAUGUST25_50-55_LEGAL CORNER MADEINCANADA_56

