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Introducing the all-new Axor Arms Folding
Magazine-fed Pump Shotgun (FMP). The FMPis
available with 5 and 10 round box magazines and
20 and 30 round drum magazines. It features a
unique folding receiver design that allows the
shotgun to be easily reduced in size to just 24"
for compact and convenient transportation and
storage.

The front sight is fiber optic while the rear is
u-notch, aiding in fast target acquisition. In front
of the rear sight is a top mounted picatinny rail,
machined into receiver for ultimate durability. The
stock is telescoping, with integrated shell carrier
and extra-thick buttpad for shooting comfort.

The textured pump handle is spring assisted and
ergonomically designed for grip in wet conditions
or when wearing gloves. Includes integral front
and rear hand-stops.

The FMP is of exceptional quality, with excellent
fit and finish. It is constructed from top materials,
including 7075 billet machined alloy for the
receiver, AISI 4140 drilled steel for the barrel, and
durable fiber reinforced polymer for the grip and
stock components.

Comes with one 10 round magazine,
interchangeable choke tube kit and instruction
manual. Non-restricted, on-sale now for just $499,
while supplies last. Magazines are proprietary and
not interchangeable with other shotguns.

¥ 755 TACTICALIMPORTS.CA SALES@TACTICALIMPORTS.CA 800.994.6223
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Serene, surreal, picturesque and
undeniably special — hunt-

ing is but one of many shoot-

ing sports enjoyed each year by
Canada’s firearm enthusiasts. On
this month’s cover, a breathtaking
sunrise breaks the eastern horizon
as Heather Wilson scans Alberta’s
wide open prairie grassland. Her
Thompson Center Icon in 243 WIN
at the ready, she’s waited over a
decade to draw a coveted prong-
horn antelope tag. Her cartridge of
choice? A 95-grain Winchester XP3.
Her rifle is topped with a Swarovski
75i 3.5-18x44 P. Little did Heather
know, shortly after her husband
took this photo, she would use all
three to connect on a spectacular
Alberta buck, which you can see
here. "7
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Like most people who contribute
to media content, whether it’s
in print or online, I occasionally get
some free gear, particularly hats...
lots of hats. Including those, most of
the gear I'm loaned is quality stuff
and works as intended.

But there are times when something
doesn’t work, with two items meeting
that criteria recently. When that hap-
pens, we writers face the possibility of
having to report a defective product.
There are a lot of different ways to
handle that, and it’s often a topic of
conversation when writers gather.
Here’s how I'm handling these recent
situations.

The first troublesome product was
some factory 30-06 ammunition sent
to me as part of the promotion of a
highly reputable company’s new line
of hunting ammunition. A range trip
with a Ruger M77 and the new am-
munition resulted in 10 rounds fired,
with three of them being misfires.
This from a well-used rifle that has
never had a misfire in its life.

I thought something might be
wrong with the rifle, so I stripped and
cleaned the bolt, checked headspace
and measured firing pin protrusion.
All was good. A second range trip
yielded another misfire from the last
10 rounds in the box. Clearly some-
thing’s wrong. I suspect the ammuni-
tion has overly hard primers; howev-
er, I'm not ready to say the rifle isn’t
contributing somehow, as well.

In this case, I only had 20 rounds,
and to reach a definitive answer I'd
need much more, as well as some oth-
er rifles to shoot it in. So, because of
the uncertainty I'll be reporting these
misfires with a lot of qualifiers.

The second issue arrived as a trio
of new maintenance products for

Defective?

cleaning, lubricating and preserv-
ing firearms. This, too, arrived from a
reputable manufacturer with a stellar
record of making great products, so I
immediately put it to use on the 30-06
mentioned above.

The can containing the cleaner
solution is marked “Military Grade,”
“Heavy Duty” and“Removes All
Firing Residue,”so I expected great
things. Since the bore collects more
firing residue than anywhere else,

I proceeded to swab out the Ru-
ger’s barrel with repeated patches
saturated with this strong-smelling
solution. My first thought was that
the new ammunition I'd been using
was exceptionally clean, as even the
first patch only showed light powder
fouling. Half a dozen patches later,
they were coming out almost clean,
so I ran a dry patch through the bore
and was ready to call it done.

Fortunately, I decided to repeat the
cleaning with another product of
known performance. My first patch
of this second cleaner came out black

“NFA
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When writers
receive gear
to review, it
can become
complicated
when that
product fails
or is otherwise
defective.

with powder residue, indicating the
first cleaner had done almost nothing
to remove firing residue. This was a
clear failure. So, how do I report it?

After giving it some thought, I'm
electing not to trash this company’s
cleaning product quite yet, but to re-
port my results to the company first
and get some feedback from them.
They are a reputable company and
it’s only fair to give them a chance to
respond.

For now, I'm just going to recom-
mend the second product I used to
clean the Ruger’s bore. That product
is 1st Choice bore cleaner. It's made
in Canada and is the cleaner used
by both Canadian and US teams
at recent World Benchrest Cham-
pionships. Produced by Plenty“O”
Patches in Alberta, (plentyopatches.
com) they are primarily a whole-
saler, so consider getting your local
dealer to order in a supply. Their
1st Choice cleaner is odourless and
highly effective at removing both
powder and copper fouling. %7
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nce again, the National Firearms

Association (NFA) proudly stood
as the lone voice for Canadian firearms
owners on the world stage. In late
June, we attended the United Nations’
Preparatory Meeting of States on the
Global Framework for Through-Life
Conventional Ammunition Manage-
ment, held in New York City from June
23 to 27.This was not only a significant
international meeting, it was also a
high-level attempt to shape the future
of global ammunition policy.

Now, you might ask: Why would
Canada’s leading firearms rights
organization be present at a gathering
hosted by what is arguably the larg-
est anti-firearms, anti-ammunition
institution in the world? The answer
is straightforward: if you’re not in the
room, you can’t provide input, chal-
lenge narratives or influence outcomes.
And if voices like ours are absent,
these forums become echo chambers
for policies that could severely impact
law-abiding gun owners worldwide,
including those here in Canada.

The official purpose of this UN
meeting was to initiate the develop-
ment of an international framework
for what is referred to as“through-life
conventional ammunition manage-
ment.” In plain language, this means
regulating how ammunition is manu-
factured, stored, transported and
ultimately disposed of — all with the
stated goal of reducing the illicit trade
and misuse of ammunition.

At first glance, this might sound
reasonable — after all, responsible
management of military-grade ammu-
nition in conflict zones could prevent
violence and instability. But dig a little
deeper and you’ll find something far
more concerning.

The agenda focused heavily on stock-
piling, especially in developing nations
where political instability and poor

infrastructure are viewed as breeding
grounds for illegal arms and ammuni-
tion trafficking. The meeting also delved
into technical aspects, such as marking
and tracing ammunition, which sounds
innocuous, but as you'll see, quickly
veers into ideological territory.

One proposal, branded under the
initiative iTrace 2025, seeks to mark not
only the cartridge case, but also every
component of a round — the primer,
propellant and projectile — effec-
tively allowing authorities to trace a
single round of ammunition back to its
original manufacturer. While marketed
as a transparency and accountability
measure, it’s clear that the implications
for legal civilian use, sport shooting
and ammunition availability could be
profound.

Though the event was billed as a
technical meeting, the rhetoric that
emerged from many state participants
was anything but neutral. Some of
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NFA On The Global Stage:
A Report From The United Nations

In late June, we attended the United
Nations' Preparatory Meeting of
States on the Global Framework for
Through-Life Conventional Ammunition
Management, held in New York City.

A la fin juin, nous avons assisté a la
Réunion préparatoire des Etats du
Cadre mondial pour la gestion des
munitions classiques tout au long de
leur cycle de vie des Nations Unies,
tenue a New York.

the language was outright alarming.
There were numerous statements
linking ammunition to social and
ideological issues in ways that defy
logic and common sense.

For instance, one delegate claimed
that“ammunition is the missing link
in gender violence.” Others suggested
that ammunition contributes to”cli-
mate-related risks,” and emphasized
the need for a“gender-responsive
framework” to manage it. These types
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of claims were not isolated — they
were echoed by multiple states, includ-
ing our own Canadian representative,
who went so far as to link ammunition
to spousal abuse.

Let me be absolutely clear: there is
no scientific or criminological basis to
link legally acquired, safely stored am-
munition to domestic violence, gender-
based violence or climate change.
These are political narratives being
imposed on a technical issue, and they
distract from serious policy discussions
that could make a difference.

Throughout the five-day session, the
UN formed various technical working
groups to begin building the frame-
work’s scaffolding. Among their goals
are to establish global standards for:

* Ammunition marking and tracing

¢ Definitions of “stockpiles”

* Recordkeeping and reporting
mechanisms

 Destruction and disposal methods

But even here, problems abound.
One of the most fundamental concepts
in the discussion — what constitutes
an ammunition“stockpile” — remains
completely undefined. Is a stockpile
50 rounds of 22 LR in a rural Cana-
dian home? Or is it a warehouse full
of military-grade rocket-propelled
grenades in a war-torn region? No one
could give a clear answer.

And this ambiguity isn’t just theoreti-

cal — it has real consequences. Vague
definitions open the door to arbitrary
regulation and enforcement. They
allow governments, under the ban-
ner of international co-operation, to
overstep their authority and impose
unnecessary burdens on lawful fire-
arms owners.

In Canada, ammunition is already
subject to rigorous safety and storage
regulations. Our system works, and
we have one of the safest communi-
ties of firearms users in the world. Ca-
nadian gun owners do not need to be
lectured on how to store or track their
ammunition. We’ve long demon-
strated our ability to handle firearms
responsibly, and that includes every
aspect of ammunition ownership.

We must be vigilant against efforts
to impose costly, unnecessary and
ideologically driven requirements on
Canadian sports shooters, hunters,
collectors and firearms enthusiasts.

Let’s not forget, resolutions and
frameworks established at the UN are
technically non-binding. However,
they do influence national policies,
especially when a government is ideo-
logically aligned with the UN’s more
activist positions. These policies can
quietly enter Canadian law through
regulation, without meaningful parlia-
mentary debate or public input.

The next major meeting in this

“NFA

global ammunition initiative is sched-
uled for 2027, again in New York. By
then, we hope Canada will have a
government in place that genuinely
reflects the values, rights, and inter-
ests of responsible firearms owners.

But regardless of which party is in
power, one thing is certain: the NFA
will be there. We will continue to show
up, speak up and stand up for Cana-
dian gun owners. We understand the
stakes, and we’re committed to holding
our ground on the global stage.

If you’d like to learn more about the
UN’s efforts to regulate global ammu-
nition, you can visit the United Nations
website and search for the“Prepara-
tory Meeting of States on the Global
Framework for Through-Life Conven-
tional Ammunition Management.”

This may sound like an abstract or
far-off issue, but make no mistake
— these discussions have the poten-
tial to directly impact the rights and
freedoms of Canadians. And they are
happening right now.

That’s why the NFA was in New York.
That’s why we’ll be there in 2027. And
that’s why we need your support — to
ensure Canada’s voice doesn’t just
echo the anti-firearms chorus but in-
stead defends the rights of its citizens.

Thank you and stay informed. %7

Message du

Par Rick Igercich

La NFA Sur La Scene Mondiale:
UnRapport Des Nations Unies

Une fois encore, I’Association ca-
nadienne des armes a feu (NFA)
s’est fierement présentée comme la
seule voix représentant les proprié-
taires d’armes a feu canadiens sur la
scéne mondiale. A la fin juin, nous
avons assisté a la Réunion prépara-
toire des Etats du Cadre mondial pour
la gestion des munitions classiques
tout au long de leur cycle de vie des
Nations Unies, tenue a New York du
23 au 27 juin. Ce n’était pas qu'une
une réunion internationale de premier
plan — mais une tentative de haut

niveau pour faconner I'avenir de la
politique mondiale sur les munitions.
Vous vous demandez peut-étre
pourquoi la principale organisation
canadienne de défense du droit aux
armes a feu assisterait a un rassemble-
ment organisé par ce qui est sans doute
la plus grande institution anti-armes
a feu et anti-munitions du monde. La
réponse est simple : si vous n’étes pas
présents, vous ne pouvez pas faire part
de votre avis, contester les discussions
ou influencer les conclusions. Et si des
voix comme la notre ne se font pas

entendre, ces forums deviendront des
caisses de résonance pour des poli-
tiques qui pourraient avoir de graves
répercussions sur les propriétaires
d’armes a feu respectueux des lois dans
le monde entier, dont ici au Canada.

Le but officiel de cette réunion était
d’entreprendre 1’élaboration d’un cad-
re international pour ce qu’on appelle
la « gestion des munitions classiques
tout au long de leur cycle de vie ». En
termes simples, ¢a signifie réglementer
la fabrication, le stockage, le transport
et, au final, I’élimination des muni-
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tions — tout cela dans le but déclaré
de réduire le commerce illicite et la
mauvaise utilisation des munitions.

A premiére vue, cela peut sembler
raisonnable — apres tout, la ges-
tion responsable des munitions de
calibre militaire dans les zones de
conflit pourrait prévenir la violence et
I'instabilité. Mais sil’on creuse un peu
plus, on découvre quelque chose de
bien plus inquiétant.

L’ordre du jour était largement axé
sur le stockage, en particulier dans les
pays en développement, ou1 'instabilité
politique et la mauvaise infrastructure
sont considérées comme des terrains
propices au trafic illégal d’armes et
de munitions. La réunion a également
abordé des aspects techniques comme
le marquage et le tragage des muni-
tions. Cela peut sembler anodin mais,
comme vous le verrez, cela dévie rap-
idement vers le domaine idéologique.

Une proposition, appelée I'initiative
iTrace 2025, vise a marquer non seule-
ment la douille, mais toutes les com-
posantes d’une cartouche — amorce,
propulseur et projectile —, ce qui
permettrait aux autorités de remonter
jusqu’au fabricant d’origine d’une
munition donnée. Bien que présentée
comme une mesure visant a assurer
la transparence et la responsabilité,

il est clair que les implications pour
I"utilisation civile 1égale, le tir sportif et
la disponibilité des munitions pour-
raient étre considérables.

Bien que I’événement ait été présenté
comme une « réunion technique », les
propos tenus par de nombreux Etats
participants étaient tout sauf neutres.
Certains étaient carrément alarmants.
De nombreuses déclarations ont établi
un lien entre les munitions et des
questions sociales et idéologiques de
facons défiant toute logique et tout
bon sens.

Par exemple, un délégué a dit que
« les munitions sont le chainon man-
quant de la violence sexiste ». D’autres
ont laissé entendre que les muni-
tions contribuent aux « risques liés au
climat » et ont souligné la nécessité
d’un « cadre tenant compte du genre »
pour les gérer. Ces types d’allégations
n’étaient pas isolés — ils ont été repris
par de nombreux Etats, ce qui com-
prend la personne représentant le
Canada, qui n’a pas hésité a établir un
lien entre les munitions et la violence
conjugale.

Je tiens a étre tres clair : il n’existe
aucune preuve scientifique ou crimi-
nologique permettant d’établir un lien
entre les munitions acquises 1égale-
ment et stockées en toute sécurité et la
violence conjugale, la violence fondée
sur le genre ou le changement clima-
tique. Ce sont des discours politiques
imposés a une question technique,
qui nous détournent des discussions
politiques sérieuses pouvant faire une
différence.

Pendant cette séance de cing jours,
I’ONU a formé divers groupes de
travail techniques afin de commencer
a mettre en place les fondements
du cadre. Parmi les objectifs figure
I’établissement de normes mondiales
sur:

* Le marquage et le tracage des muni-
tions

e La définition des « stocks »

* Les mécanismes de tenue des regis-
tres et de déclaration

* Les méthodes de destruction et
d’élimination

Mais méme 13, les problemes abond-
ent. 'un des concepts les plus fon-
damentaux de la discussion — ce qui
constitue un « stock » de munitions
— reste totalement indéfini. Est-ce un
stock de 50 cartouches de calibre 22 LR
dans une maison rurale canadienne ?
Ou est-ce un entrep6t rempli de gre-
nades propulsées par fusée de calibre
militaire dans une région déchirée par
la guerre ? Personne n’a pu donner de
réponse claire.

Et cette ambiguité n’est pas que
théorique — elle a des conséquences
bien réelles. Des définitions vagues ou-
vrent la voie a une réglementation et
a une application de la loi arbitraires.
Elles permettent aux gouvernements,
au nom de la coopération internatio-
nale, d’outrepasser leur pouvoir et
d’imposer des contraintes inutiles aux
propriétaires d’armes a feu légales.

Au Canada, les munitions sont
déja soumises a des regles strictes
en matiére de sécurité et de stock-
age. Notre systeme fonctionne, et
nous avons l'une des communautés
d’utilisateurs d’armes a feu les plus
stires du monde. Les propriétaires
d’armes a feu canadiens n’ont pas
besoin qu’on leur fasse la lecon sur
la maniere de stocker ou de tracer
leurs munitions. Nous avons toujours
démontré notre capacité a utiliser les
armes a feu de maniere responsable,
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ce qui comprend tous les aspects liés
a la possession de munitions.

Nous devons rester vigilants face
aux tentatives d’imposer des exigenc-
es coliteuses, inutiles et idéologiques
aux tireurs sportifs, aux chasseurs,
aux collectionneurs et aux amateurs
d’armes a feu.

N’oublions pas que techniquement,
les résolutions et les cadres établis par
les Nations Unies ne sont pas exécu-
toires. Cependant, ils influencent les
politiques nationales, surtout quand
un gouvernement partage l'idéologie
des positions plus activistes de 'ONU.
Ces politiques peuvent étre discrete-
ment intégrées a la loi canadienne
par voie réglementaire, sans débat
parlementaire significatif ni consulta-
tion publique approfondie.

La prochaine réunion majeure dans
le cadre de cette initiative mondiale
sur les munitions est prévue en 2027,
toujours a New York. D’ici 14, nous
espérons que le Canada aura un
gouvernement qui respecte véritable-
ment les valeurs, les droits et les
intéréts des propriétaires d’armes a
feu responsables.

Mais quel que soit le parti au
pouvoir, une chose est siire : la NFA
sera la. Nous allons continuer a nous
manifester, a nous exprimer et a
défendre les propriétaires d’armes a
feu canadiens. Nous comprenons les
enjeux et nous sommes déterminés a
rester fermes sur la scéne mondiale.

Si vous souhaitez en savoir plus sur
les efforts déployés par ’'ONU pour
réglementer les munitions au palier
mondial, vous pouvez visiter son
site Web et rechercher la « Réunion
préparatoire des Etats du Cadre mon-
dial pour la gestion des munitions
classiques tout au long de leur cycle
de vie ».

Cela peut sembler abstrait ou
lointain, mais ne nous leurrons pas
— ces discussions peuvent avoir une
incidence directe sur les droits et les
libertés des Canadiens. Et elles ont
lieu en ce moment méme.

C’est pourquoi la NFA était a New
York. C’est pourquoi nous y serons
en 2027. Et c’est pourquoi nous avons
besoin de votre soutien — pour as-
surer que la voix du Canada ne se
fait pas seulement entendre dans le
cercle anti-armes a feu, mais défend
les droits de ses citoyens.

Merci et restez informés. 7



Pinnacle of optical
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ZEISS V8 NA riflescopes

Introducing the new V8 NA 2.8-20x56 and 4.8-35x60 riflescopes.

Designed for the North American long-range hunter, these scopes are available with two
illuminated reticle options, MOA settings and Ballistic Stop™. The premium optical system
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92% light transmission, exceptional color reproduction and excellent target resolution in
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In June, the Liberal polling firm EKOS
released a government-commissioned
report on how to create positive percep-
tions about its civil disarmament and
confiscation programs. For some reason,
Canadians are not supporting it. Who
knew?

This isn’t totally a surprise. EKOS is
well known for being a polling firm em-
ployed by the Liberal Party of Canada
to advance its social and economic
agendas. In 2022, EKOS released a poll
suggesting most Canadian firearms
owners supported the Liberal gun
confiscation effort, in order to bolster
support and acceptance for it. I wonder
what changed?

EKOS now reports that Canadians
have basically abandoned support for
the program because of a rejection of
its premise and a general contempt
for the Liberal Party of Canada. They
advised that the program has no hope of
effectively achieving its goals, unless ac-
ceptance or support can be gained from
within the firearms community.

So how could they do it? No existing
firearms advocacy organization is going
to sign on to it. Maybe they could create
their own gun privilege organization.
Something like Firearms Owners for
Reasonable Gun Bans or Good Hunters
Against Bad Guns or something stupid
like that. They could trot them out on
CBC/CTV/Global and give the impres-
sion somebody was actually on board
with this.

But Canadians who live in reality, and
we are still the majority, would know
better. We would all bust a gut at the
hilarity of it and the program would
continue to slide into oblivion.

The Liberals feel that compliance,
some kind of compliance — full, partial
or negligible — is necessary to shift the
attitudes of firearms owners and users
into acceptance of the program.

We’ve already seen the fallout of this

Confiscation

kind of participation from the fire-

arms business side of the confiscation
program. For several years, Canadian
firearms businesses have been encour-
aged to surrender their inventories to
the Liberals with the promise of com-
pensation, directly targeting Canadian
firearms businesses already desperately
hurting from the Liberal’s economic and
gun-grabbing policies.

They tapped the Canadian firearms
industry business organization, the
Canadian Sporting Arms and Ammuni-
tion Association (CSAAA), who signed
a contract to participate in advising the
Liberals on their confiscation pro-
gram. Prior to the contract, NFA and
CSAAA were in regular contact. We
knew CSAAA was in communication
with the Liberals, we didn’t think that
was prudent or in the best interests of
Canadians, but different organizations
have different mandates and that had to
be understood and respected. The break
came when it became apparent CSAAA
was being paid to advise and consult on
the Liberal confiscation effort — $716,000
in taxpayer’s dollars.

While this may have made sense in
some way to them from a business
standpoint, it was entirely wrong from a
political standpoint as it gave credibility
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The Liberals feel
that compliance,
some kind of
compliance -
full, partial or
negligible - is
necessary

to shift the
attitudes of
firearms owners
and users into
acceptance

of its civil
disarmament
and confiscation
programs.

to the Liberal effort, suggesting that
firearms businesses were accepting and
complying with the Liberal confiscation
scheme. It was certainly spun that way
by the legacy media, the civil disarma-
ment lobby and the Liberals. This is the
narrative many Canadians now have,
despite the protestations of CSAAA
officials.

If the Liberals told CSAAA that they
wouldn’t exploit them, they lied. If
CSAAA simply took it on faith, they
were foolish.

Liberals are strange people. They don’t
look at rights, freedoms and property
the way regular Canadians do.To them,
they’re kind of in the”so what?” depart-
ment.”So, what if we take your rights
and property? Take your pay out and
move on.”

More’s the pity.

The failure of the Liberals to achieve
a majority government or a mandate in
the just-held election has contributed
to firearms owners and users remain-
ing skeptical of the program. However,
there are still political solutions to this
unforgivable Liberal insult.

It was certainly the case in New
Zealand. There, the collapse of Jacinda
Arden’s communist government led to
replacement by a government that rec-
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ognized the failure and wrong headed-
ness of her civil disarmament program
and is now taking steps to cancel it.

Every firearm targeted by the May
2020, December 2024 and March 2025
OICs has a legitimate sporting purpose
and, more than that, is private property
legally acquired and lawfully owned by
Canadians who chose to do so in com-
pliance with the law.

So where does that leave us?

You may not know it, but we’ve had
OICs, firearms reclassification and gun
confiscations in the past. They were
limited in scope, targeting relatively low
numbers of firearms, and others were
mitigated by legislation that allowed
owners to comply and keep their prop-
erty. They all had absolutely no effect on
public safety and were done for ideo-
logical purposes by the PC and Liberal
governments that perpetrated them.

Speaking as someone who deals with
firearms on a daily basis in a whole-
sale, retail, import and export firearms
business, firearms targeted by previous
OICs and legislation, 20, 30, 40 years ago
by both PC and Liberal governments
regularly resurface and are still out
there in the hands of their owners.

How many? We’ll never know. RCMP
and The Firearms Centre have never

shared any statistics on that. Maybe they
don’t even have any. When I am asked
to advise individuals on these previ-
ously prohibited firearms and I tell them
there is no pathway to legality besides
confiscation, those firearms disappear
back into the woodwork. And so it is for
today’s OIC firearms owners.

The Liberals’ best effort for compli-
ance is punitive, aggressive and hostile
law enforcement action against firearms
owners. That, of course, will make an
already bad situation even worse when
it comes to the relationship between
firearms owners and the RCMP. A rela-
tionship that was murdered decades ago
by similar civil disarmament schemes.

If the Canadian experience with bad
gun laws is any indicator, fear of the law
is no great motivation for compliance.
The old Liberal long gun registry was
deliberately and widely flouted and
ignored.

The facts of the intent here are mani-
fold.

Destroy licensed firearms businesses,
thus limiting the availability of firearms.

Create firearms disabilities and
prohibitions for individuals, reducing
the number of Canadians authorized to
purchase or possess firearms.

Manufacture disincentives for Canadi-
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ans developing an interest in or becom-
ing firearms owners.

Reduce the number of firearms in the
possession of Canadians, thus eliminat-
ing the accepted cultural practice and
relegating it to a privileged few.

The confusion, frustration and misery
you and I are experiencing is calcu-
lated and intentional. It was devised by
university-educated ideologs in firearms
programs and the departments of jus-
tice and public safety, in collaboration
with the international civil disarmament
lobby.

The Liberal government holds the
rights, freedoms and property of Cana-
dians in contempt. When this latest civil
disarmament effort fails, and it will, we
will have to count the cost of its effects
on Canadians who demonstrated they
did nothing except attempt to be law
abiding and were cruelly punished for
doing so.

Pardon me for not sugar coating the
situation, but for the first time in Ca-
nadian history we are facing the mass
confiscations of firearms on a scale
never before seen.

Canadians hate lies and tyranny. We
defeat this now or else the rights and
freedoms of every Canadian are next. "/
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Iv=r-eser-ving Our
Firearms Hericage

By Gary Kangas

Hunting In Canada

I I unting is part of our unique
culture, going back to the begin-

ning of time. Our First Nations people
were and still are hunters. Many First
Nations people even now choose hunt-
ing in a traditional fashion, and have a
constitutionally protected right to hunt,
while other citizens do not.

Jacques Cartier arrived in Canada on
July 14, 1534, and the first of the French
pioneers followed during the late 1500s
and the early 1600s. The First Nations
gave them land for their communi-
ties and taught them how to hunt and
survive in an unforgiving environment.
The new arrivals also had a technology
that, in time, the First Nations adopted
— firearms. Hunting and firearms own-
ership is tightly woven into our Cana-
dian culture and history, yet there are
factions who wish to extinguish both
hunting and firearms ownership. Then,
they want to rewrite our past to reflect
their ideological beliefs and a vision of
a utopia in their imaginations.

I, personally, come from hunting
families, both maternal and paternal. I
began hunting in my early teens with
my dad. I continued renewing my
hunting license until my 60s. My mate
of 66 years is Scot/Cree/Metis, and her
family were hunters.

Until 1977, Canada was being molded
in the Nordic Model, as a prosperous,
safe, self-sufficient, democratic country
with a strong middle class, low crime
rates and the introduction of a social
safety net. This process was subverted in
1977 with the election of an administra-
tion that looked to a model of Canada
as an Asian-style, top-down autocracy,
with present history and culture to be
erased. That process has taken place
over the past 48 years, as our firearms
are being confiscated and anti-hunting
themes are being pursued.

You will probably ask what the
Nordic Model is. The Nordic Model
is the basis of governance in Norway,
Sweden, Denmark, Iceland and Fin-
land, although not Nordic Switzerland.

Jim Boyle is
pictured after a
successful elk hunt
in the 1940s.

These countries are prosperous, safe,
industrious, democratic countries with
strong hunting and firearms ownership
property rights, an elaborate social
safety net, private ownership of busi-
ness, free market capitalism, excellent
education, health care and low levels of
corruption and crime. These countries
are free traders with low levels of in-
equality and a robust middle class.The
foregoing countries and the model they
use are regularly listed as the happiest
countries in the world.

Finland and Iceland encourage fire-
arms ownership and hunting. Thirty
per cent of Iceland’s population owns
firearms; Finland is one of the coun-
tries that issues the most hunting li-
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censes per capita. Switzerland requires
everyone who is able bodied to per-
form National Service and then keep a
firearm and ammunition at home.

In my experience, hunting is not just
harvesting game or, as in my youth,
shooting gophers. When hunting, an
individual must be aware of their sur-
roundings and their connection to the
world of predator and prey. Within all
this, there is a sincere feeling of adven-
ture that heightens the senses.

In my youth, I and three friends were
in middle school and would go to the
local hardware store after school to buy
.22 calibre Whizz Bang ammunition
for 25 cents a box. We would then go
home, collect our rifles and walk a few
blocks to the southern border of Ed-
monton’s city limits. There, we would
go to the local farms and ask permis-
sion to hunt gophers. The farmers were
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LEFT: Jim Boyle
harvested this
beautiful deer with his
lever-action rifle.

BELOW: Jim Boyle is
pictured here in the
1940s after setting up
his hunting camp.

always welcoming and would say,“Get
as many as you can,” as the gophers
were pests causing damage to the

land and crops. Plus, as I've previously
mentioned, I would go upland game
hunting with my dad, who bought me a
Cooey single-shot 20-gauge shotgun.

After high school, my business career
began. Opening my own auto parts
store and moving to California left a
gap in my hunting endeavours. In 1966,
we moved to Victoria, BC, and I became
acquainted with an avid muzzleloader
builder and shooter, Chris Wilcox.

We formed a friendship, and Chris
would have me accompany him when
hunting grouse on Vancouver Island.
I was armed with a borrowed Ketland
14-gauge, half-stock, flintlock shotgun
manufactured in the 1840s and Chris
used a French double-barrel flintlock
28-gauge shotgun. The adventures we
had were grand.

As I prospered, I acquired an 1886
Winchester, manufactured in 1889 and
chambered for the 45-70 Gov’t. I also
acquired an 1875 Sharps No. 1 sport-
ing rifle in the same chambering. My
hope, at one point, was to hunt some
big game; however, business began
to take a great deal of my time and
my hunting days were limited. In this
era, I also acquired several excellent
muzzleloading black powder rifles and
shotguns, which at some point I hoped
to hunt some wild turkey or wild boar
with. These plans never materialized,
as life and injuries and horse wrecks
intervened.

Hunting in my home province of

British Columbia is growing, with the
largest growth being in women taking
the CORE course and pursuing hunt-
ing. If you look at magazines like BC
Outdoors, you will find many female
hunters featured. Many of my much
younger friends are avid hunters.

In British Columbia, data indicates
the number of licensed hunters has
increased by over 20 per cent since
2005, reaching 107,073 licenses issued
in 2020. Hunting in British Colum-

bia generates millions of dollars in
revenue through fees and species per-
mits. Hunting is not only a valuable
revenue source, but also a promoter of
physical fitness. After all, a long walk

in the woods with a pack and hunt-
ing rifle is a workout. The antis do not
realize the value of this type of outdoor
recreation.

Our firearms heritage and firearms
ownership are in grave danger of be-
ing extinguished based on an ideol-
ogy. We must counter these negative
forces with an intense public relations
campaign. %7

SOURCES:

Boyle family archive, Wikipedia,
BC Wildlife Federation, author's
reminiscences
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Folitics

Bruce Gold

Supreme Court Appeals

he Federal Court of Appeal has
rejected the court challenges to the

May 1, 2020, Order in Council (OIC)
gun ban and decided all issues in the
government’s favour. However, there
are now appeals being made asking
the Supreme Court of Canada to re-
view the Court of Appeal’s decisions.
The Supreme Court will now decide
whether it will hear the cases based on
whether the cases are of public impor-
tance or involve unsettled areas of law.

If the Supreme Court agrees to hear
a case, it can reverse or change the
judge’s decision, order a new trial or
agree with the Court of Appeal’s deci-
sion. If it does not agree to hear a case,
the decision of the lower court stands.
Since the cases involved have overlap-
ping arguments, I will limit myself to
examining three major issues: nullifi-
cation, the governor in council’s (GIC)
freedom of choice and the cultural
standing of the”gun culture.”

The cases being brought forward are:
¢ Generoux et al. (full disclosure, I

have submitted an affidavit as an

expert witness for her case.)
* Doherty et al.
* CCFR atal.
¢ Eichenburg et al.
¢ Jan Runkle (Runkle of the Bailey)

BACKGROUND

The GIC (in practice, the prime min-
ister and cabinet) issued an OIC that
reclassified 1,500 models of “assault-
style” firearms to prohibited status.
This reclassification was later expand-
ed to include several hundred more
firearms and will continue indefinitely
as more variants are identified. Since
no prohibited firearms registration
certificates are available, the firearms
registration certificates for these fire-
arms were revoked, effectively a gun
ban, requiring their confiscation and
destruction. Since the term“variants”
has no legal definition and many of
the guns did not previously require
registration certificates, no one knows

how many firearms and owners are
impacted. The OIC could affect half
a million firearms and tens of thou-
sands of owners. The GIC justified
the ban with the declaration that, in
its opinion, the banned firearms were
not“reasonable for use in Canada
for hunting or sporting purposes.”
The government then declared that
the registration certificates had been
nullified.

NULLIFICATION

The Firearms Act (section 74) clearly
states that a firearm’s owner had the
legal right to challenge the reclassifi-
cation of their firearm and revocation
of a firearm’s certificate in a provincial
court. There, the judge is legally bound
to hear all evidence presented by the
chief firearms officer, registrar and
owner. In short, the owner has a legal
right to challenge the reclassification, a
right of property and a right of access
to the court.

To prevent this from happening, the
Liberal government invented a new
term,“nullification,” which is nowhere
to be found in the Firearms Act or the
May 1, 2020, OIC. They then declared
that substituting the invented term
“nullification” for the legal term“revo-
cation” (both had the same effect, re-
moving the legally required registra-
tion certificate) meant section 74 of the
law no longer applied, the owner had
no right to appeal and the provincial
courts no longer had standing to hear
such cases. The King’s Bench of Al-
berta (Smykot) made an extensive ex-
amination of this argument and ruled
that the use of the term“nullified” had
no basis in law and section 74 of the
Firearms Act still applied. The Ontario
Superior Court of Justice ruled that
“nullification” was just another name
for“revocation” and the applicants had
section 74 rights.

However, the Federal Court of Ap-
peal agreed with the government’s
arguments supporting the use of
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“nullification” and stated that the
regulation nullified the registration
certificates. However, the regulation
(May 1, 2020, OIC) makes no mention
of nullification, nor does it make any
mention of revocation of certificates,
so it is unclear how a regulation that
makes no mention of nullification
establishes it in law.

Further, while the GIC may change
a firearm’s classification to prohib-
ited (under 84(1) and 117.15(1) of
the Criminal Code), the GIC has no
legal authority to introduce new legal
instruments, such as nullification, nor
does it have the legal authority to in-
troduce new terminology unsupported
by legislation.

Allowing government or regulators
to change the law by inventing new
names is an affront to fundamental
justice.The rule of law depends, both
legally and practically, on clarity. It
requires language that is exact and
specific, using words of known and
acknowledged meaning. Indeed, many
court cases succeed or fail around
arguments of specific meaning. Sub-
verting legal text by the introduction
of substitute language is a perversion
of the law, which, if left standing, must
inevitably and necessarily corrupt the
rule of law itself. To allow either gov-
ernment, courts or regulators to do so
opens the door wide to arbitrary rule.
This practice would systematically
destroy all certainty in the law and re-
duce both governance and the courts
to a playground of arbitrary and capri-
cious futility, which must ultimately
imperil responsible governance itself.

SCOPE OF THE GIC'S AUTHORITY

The court cases disputed the OIC on
the grounds that it exceeded the GIC’s
legal authority, which only permits it
to prohibit firearms that, in its opinion,
were not“reasonable for use in Canada
for hunting or sporting purpose.”The
first problem with the OIC was the
inclusion of“any variants or modified



versions.”This wording was challenged
on the grounds of Charter Rights due
to the vague and open-ended manner
that changed a ban on certain specific
firearms to a ban of unknown scope
and duration. This placed the GIC in
the position of having an opinion on
something in the future.

A second problem with the inclusion
of “variants” was its delegation of ef-
fective legal authority to the RCMP to
form an opinion about the prohibited
classification of a firearm — something
the GIC had no legal authority to
delegate. (This mess is a consequence
of the government interchangeably
asserting that the RCMP’s role is
either subordinate or independent.)
The open question of who is in charge
makes the RCMP vulnerable to criti-
cism, rightly or wrongly, of acting as
a police state. This situation would
clearly be a matter of public impor-
tance since it affects the RCMP’s
ability to perform its duties and the
public’s perception of the force. This
situation also creates unsettled areas
of the law, as each new variant was
open to challenge.

A third difficulty was the limitation
placed on the GIC’s opinion, which
establishes that only certain guns can
be prohibited and was clearly estab-
lished to protect the legitimate rights
of licensed owners.

In the event, the Appeal Court ruled
that the GIC had no constraint on its
opinion, which was entirely subjective

and required no evidence. Arguably,
two provinces disputed this inter-
pretation, making this area of law
unsettled.

GUN CULTURE
Generoux in her challenge to the
OIC, affirmed that“gun culture”was a
culture protected under the Canadian
Multiculturalism Act. This Act is based
on our Constitution, which recognizes
the importance of preserving and en-
hancing the multicultural heritage of
Canadians. The Charter of Rights and
Freedoms also recognizes Canada’s
multicultural heritage and asserts
that this heritage must be protected.
Generoux asserted that, in practice,
the“gun culture” was recognized by
such statutes as:
¢ National Hunting, Trapping and
Fishing Heritage Day Act
eCultural Property Export and Import
Act
* Generoux noted that the”gun
culture” has been an integral part
of Canada for four centuries. It has
been a lived reality participated in
by Canada’s founding peoples, Brit-

ish, French and Indigenous. Whether
seen in terms of hunting (a specifi-
cally designated Indigenous right),
maintaining the public peace or
defense, one cannot find a period in
Canadian history where this culture
did not have a presence and impact
on all three of our founding peoples.
The Court of Appeal responded by
finding that“gun culture” was not a
specifically listed culture and was not
a distinctive culture, nor was it based
on an immutable characteristic like
race. The Court also found that”“gun
culture”was not“constructively im-
mutable,”like religion. The Court did
not comment on how religion could be
“constructively immutable” when oth-
er religions, like other firearms, were
available. In short, since“gun culture”
was not specifically and formally rec-
ognized, it would not be recognized by
the Court. The Court did not address
the Constitutional intent of enhancing
our multicultural heritage.
We now await the Supreme Court
decision on whether the issues raised
above are of public interest and in-
volve unsettled areas of law. 7

Nathaniel Milljour
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A DIY brass catcher
BY LOWELL STRAUSS

In an uncertain world, precious met-
als provide stability and diversity
in a portfolio. Many people buy gold,
silver and platinum as investments;
however, for shooters, brass, while
technically not a precious metal, is a
valuable one.

The price of quality new rifle brass,
for example, is $2 to $5 (or more) each.
Add fire forming, brass cleaning and
prep time and it equals a large invest-
ment per cartridge case. But if we can
reuse that brass repeatedly, the cost
savings are huge. Building a brass
catcher is one way to ensure recovery
of those valuable cartridge cases.

A brass catcher works for rifle, shot-

gun and pistol shooters, though it may
be necessary to modify the design to
accommodate shooting styles. There
are two options for catching spent cas-
es: one is a small bag that mounts di-
rectly to the firearm, and the second is
a large, free-standing net that catches
ejected empties. The latter is the design
I chose for this DIY project. It’s best for
use in a static shooting position.

This design is super simple to make
and assemble, using just a few tools.
As for parts, I used stuff I had lying
around the house. Like all DIY proj-
ects, the design can be modified to
suit individual needs and the materi-
als available.»
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MATERIALS
* Five feet of ¥2-inch PVC pipe
* Four %2 inch, 90-degree elbows
* Four %2-inch T-connectors
* Four Y2-inch end caps (optional)
* Mesh laundry bag (one with a
drawstring simplifies the process)
* %-20 UNC hex or wingnut
(for the tripod mount)
* Epoxy
* Electrical tape or PVC glue
* Sandpaper (80 or 120 grit)

T00LS

* Hacksaw

* Drill

* Knife

* Sandpaper

INSTRUCTIONS

Cut the PVC pipe to
build the frame. Sand
the rough edges. My
catcher is square — 12

inches per side. The The author epoxied a '/a-

sides use full-length inch wingnut into the base,
R & allowing the brass catcher
pieces. For the top

to mount on a tripod.

and bottom, I used
three 2.5-inch pieces
held together with
T-connectors. I added
2.5-inch extensions from the T-connec-
tors to hold the top of the mesh bag
open. Create the bottom side similarly.
Add two five-inch pieces to form a
kickstand, which supports the catcher
on a shooting bench and holds the bag
open when mounted on the tripod.

Standard tripod mounts have a 1/4-20
UNC bolt, so by drilling the PVC and
fastening a hex nut into the pipe with
epoxy, the brass catcher can be mount-
ed on a tripod. This is handy as it allows
flexibility in positioning the catcher for
shooting from the standing, kneeling
and sitting positions. It also provides
mobility.

For a permanent mounting solution,
glue the PVC connections together.
I used electrical tape to finalize the
design; it also works for a permanent -
solution. I left the T-connectors loose on A A mesh |

one side, which allows the pipe to pivot tayndry
. bag with a
and lie flat for transport. At the range, : dréwstribg
slip the mesh bag over the PVC frame e i
and you’re in business. mounts
If you like saving money on brass g ; 3 nicely-over
and have 30 minutes to spare, I highly : the frame
recommend making yourself a brass : T ; ei =]
catcher. It will pay for itself on the first [ B e o v S ! e, 7
trip to the range and is a golden invest- b . . —

ment for savvy shooters. ¥/
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I’ve sometimes wondered,“Are
single shot firearms still relevant?”
After all, a lot of single-shot firearms
were originally designed before
smokeless powder existed, so is the
technology outdated, or has it stood
the test of time? In recent years, I've
had the opportunity to handle and
shoot a variety of single shots, mostly
in relaxed, non-competition settings,
but it has allowed me to gain a deeper
understanding of their function and
usefulness.

There are three main action types
of single shots: bolt-actions, break-
actions and falling blocks. While other
variations exist, I believe these three
are the most common, and I suggest
bolt-actions and break-actions are the
two most frequently encountered. Sin-
gle shots can be found in pretty much
any chambering, either factory or
custom, from 22 Long Rifle all the way
up to 50 Browning (12.7x99 NATO).
This includes shotshells, centerfire
cartridges and most rimfire cartridges,
making them extremely versatile.

BREAK-ACTIONS

I would venture to say that break-
action firearms are the most common
single shots. They can be found across
all price ranges, from $150 up to thou-
sands, depending on a shooter’s needs
and budget. They can be used for

hunting, trap, target shooting and good
old-fashion plinking. These firearms
hinge/break open at the breech face
and utilize either extractors or ejectors
for unloading.

They tend to be affordable and are
an easy option for someone getting
into the world of firearms. I tend to see
single-shot break-action firearms the
most in trap competitions, especially
on the singles field as only one shot at
a time is required there, making them
the perfect choice.

A common break-action is the
Charles Daly 101 single barrel shotgun.
It retails for $169.99 regularly but can
be found on sale from time to time. It
is offered in .410 Bore, 20 gauge and 12
gauge. Light in weight and great for
hunting, it can be folded up and put
in a backpack to be pulled out when
needed.

A great centerfire option is the CVA
Scout. It’s available in a variety of
chamberings and has produced some
extremely tight groups for me. I have
shot one in 243 Winchester and 45-70
Government, with both grouping
within one MOA. Model and cartridge
dependent, these go for $449.99 to
$689.99.

A neat rimfire option is the Chiappa
Little Badger. It’s light, compact and
easy to toss into a backpack when big
game hunting in case you cross paths

with some small game on the way. It
can be had in 22 LR, 22 WMR, 17 HMR
and a few others. Canadian availability
may vary, with prices ranging from
$219.99 to $269.99.

BOLT-ACTIONS

Bolt-actions are likely a close second
when it comes to the number of single-
shot firearms sold. They can be found
chambered for centerfire and rimfire
cartridges and are great for teaching
someone how to handle a firearm, as
they teach a user to cycle the firearm,
but with no magazine there is less
opportunity for mishaps. The rimfire
options tend to be very affordable,
while centerfire single shots are pricier
as they are mainly used for varmint
hunting or competition, where accu-
racy is critical. Often, custom chambers
and handloads are used to get the best
results from a cartridge, especially
when a longer-than-standard overall
cartridge length is used.

There are plenty of options for F-
Class and benchrest shooters, where
single-shot actions rule. Companies
like Tri-May Precision out of New
Zealand makes several with various
bolt face sizes, as well as left-hand or
right-hand bolts, with optional ejection
ports on the same side or both sides to
accommodate a shooter’s preference in
how they load their rifle.
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This action type is likely the quickest
to reload while maintaining position
behind the rifle, as well as sight pic-
ture. This is simply because the head
can stay on the stock and the butt on
the shoulder as the reloading sequence
is completed. Watch an F-Class or ben-
chrest competition and you’ll see this
done often. And let’s not forget that
many, perhaps most, of the group size
world records have been shot using
single-shot platforms.

FALLING BLOCKS

Falling block actions often base their
design on some early variations of
these firearms that were designed for
black powder use. Modern guns have,
of course, been updated with better
steel and improved designs to handle
modern cartridges. They are often
considered classic and tend to be more
expensive, with availability in both
centerfire and rimfire chamberings.
Probably the most familiar rifle in this
category is Ruger’s single shot, simply
called the No.1. It is a stout action
design that has been chambered for a
wide variety of cartridges, including
some big African bruisers.

Similar to bolt-actions, the major
benefit to this style of firearm is the
ability to eject the fired cartridge case
and reload quickly. They are also well
suited for rimmed cartridges, which

can sometimes cause feeding issues in
a magazine-fed bolt-action. These tend
to be older cartridge designs and pair-
ing them with an older design like the
falling block seems to strike a chord
with consumers. This is no doubt part
of the reason old west reproductions
from the likes of Chiappa Firearms and
Sharps are so popular.

ADVANTAGES & DISADVANTAGES
Something that’s important to me
and should be to all firearm users is
safety, especially when teaching a new
shooter. And I think single shots intro-
duce an added level of safety, simply
because of the extra steps required
to load a subsequent shot. I also find
they can be cheaper to shoot, as I'm
not prone to shooting as rapidly and
there’s no urge to empty a magazine
before putting the rifle away.

Cartridge availability for single shots
is good, with some exotic chamberings
only available in single shots. Cleaning
is usually simpler than with magazine-
fed rifles, simply because of fewer
parts. It can be as simple as cleaning
the barrel and wiping down the breech
or bolt face.

Using single shots in the hunt-
ing space can lead to better hunters
because of the lack of a fast follow-
up shot. This reinforces the idea that
marksmanship is important. Addition-

ally, two single-shot designs, the falling
block and the break-action, are often
designed to be completely ambidex-
trous, making them a great option for
lefties.

Single shots are, of course, slower to
reload and this can be critical, par-
ticularly in some hunting situations.
Additionally, getting repair or modifica-
tion work done on single shots can be
harder depending on the model. I know
some gunsmiths who refuse to work on
Ruger No.1s because it’s not something
they work on regularly, making issues
more difficult to sort out.

FINAL THOUGHTS
So, in answer to my own question
about whether single shot firearms are
still relevant, I say absolutely! While
they may not be for everyone and there
may be other options that are better in
certain circumstances, I think everyone
should own one or two single-shot
firearms.

Having spent time behind all these
firearm types over the years, I have
no doubt they are here to stay. And
with all the history behind some of
their designs, it makes them that much
more special to pull out of the safe
and go shooting. Writing about them
has taught me one thing and it’s that
I need another single-shot firearm in
my life. %7
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A Canadian connection to the world’s first SWAT team
BY RON CRAIG
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‘ ‘ /hen was the world’s first SWAT
team created? If you answered

1967 in Los Angeles, Calif., you are
wrong. In 1925, William Fairbairn, as-
sistant commissioner of the Shanghai
Municipal Police Department (SMP),
created the world’s first SWAT team.
His influence extended to North Ameri-
ca and contributed to the development
of special forces techniques in Canada.

Fairbairn’s concept of a Special Weap-
ons and Tactics (SWAT) team developed
from the situation in Shanghai, China.
At the time, Shanghai was one of the
most dangerous cities in the world, with
murders, contract killings, kidnappings,
political assassinations, armed robber-
ies and hostage takings an almost daily
occurrence.

FIREARMS TRAINING BEFORE FAIRBAIRN
When Fairbairn became musketry and
drill instructor with the SMP in 1910,
handgun training was based on the
British Army model. A written descrip-
tion provides insight into the training
that Shanghai police officers received.
“Face left — right foot forward — left
hand on hip - steady aim —squeeze the
trigger.”This classic target-shooting
stance did not fit the reality of armed
encounters in Shanghai.

After he was appointed musket
and drill instructor, Fairbairn began
researching police-involved deadly
shootouts. Fairbairn also participated in
over 200 police shootouts with violent
criminals. Here is what he discovered:

Armed confrontations frequently
occurred at close distances, with many
taking place within three feet in the
crowded urban environment of Shang-
hai, many at night, against moving
targets.

Violent gang members used shoulder-
stocked Mauser C96, 7.63x25mm pistols
against police, including full-automatic
versions. Gunfights between police and
armed criminals occurred in the crowd-
ed alleyways and hallways of cramped
houses, often filled with debris or
obstacles. A better training system was
required. As Fairbairn testified before a
committee in 1919,“There was no time
to take up a correct stance and gently
squeeze the trigger.”

This experience became the basis for
his new school of pistolcraft, which he
called”“Shooting to Live,” and, much

later, the development of the Reserve
Unit — the first SWAT team. But the pro-
cess started by upgrading the firearms
used by the SMP and adding training
innovations that were radical for the
time.

FIREARMS & TRAINING OF THE SMP
In 1919, Fairbairn requested permis-
sion to arm members of the SMP with
the Colt 1911 45 Auto pistol, replacing
the 455 Webley revolver, and the 32
Auto Model 1910 FN. Chinese mem-
bers of the SMP later received the Colt
380 Auto pistol to accommodate their
smaller hands. And, from nearly 10
years of research, he changed the way
members of the SMP used their hand-
guns in armed confrontations. His new
system of pistolcraft included:
* Keeping both eyes open and focusing
on the centre of the target.
¢ Carrying the pistol at a 45-degree
angle, holding it with a convulsive
grip, then raising it from a 45-degree
angle to just below eye level to deliver

a shot.
¢ Stressing the importance of speed.

Speed, he concluded from his studies,

determines the outcome of a shooting

confrontation.

¢ Firing two shots when the muzzle
lines up with the target without using
sights.

e Shooting from an aggressive crouch,
instinctively.

¢ Pinning the mechanical safeties so
they were inoperable.

Police carried their pistol with a
loaded magazine, an empty chamber,
with the hammer down, referred to as
a Condition Three carry. When intend-
ing to fire a shot, the officer grasped
the slide with his left hand while
simultaneously pushing his right hand
forward, pulling the slide to the rear.
Releasing the slide chambered a round
of ammunition.

However, realistic training required
a different shooting range, so Fairbairn
created the first Close Quarter Battle
(CQB) range in 1921. He built the range
in a bomb-proof shelter so students
could shoot at targets that simulated
an actual armed encounter. A picture
emerges of the actual course of fire from
a police officer’s description.

The session began with a student
loading his pistol and entering a dark-

ened hallway. The floor was littered
with various items — chairs, empty
boxes and refuse that made move-
ment difficult. The hall led to a poorly
lit room. But as the trainee entered

the hall, firecrackers were set off and
objects were thrown at him. There were
screams and pistol shots behind him,
designed to disorient the trainee. A
pop-out target appeared for a couple of
seconds, which he engaged.

Entering the darkened room, a target
crossed his path, and multiple targets
suddenly appeared, which required
instinctive, unaimed shots. The trainee
had to overcome surprise and shock
while demonstrating sound judgment,
as some targets could be innocent
people. Did this training work? A report
concluded that Fairbairn’s point shoot-
ing method was“much more effective
than the old style of deliberate aiming.”
But Fairbairn’s innovation did not stop
with shooting.

He issued bulletproof vests to police,
trained officers to use ballistic shields
and introduced practical martial arts
training to members of the SMP. He
was also the first to issue Thompson
submachineguns to police. However,
an incident in 1925 was about to change
how police in Shanghai dealt with vio-
lent incidents.

A factory foreman killed a worker, re-
sulting in a large protest. The protesters
moved to a police statio, and the em-
battled police, fearing they would carry
out their threat to burn down the police
station, opened fire, killing six individu-
als. In the aftermath, Fairbairn received
orders to create a unit that could con-
trol rioters without using deadly force.
The result was the world’s first police
tactical team — the Reserve Unit.

THE RESERVE UNIT
Fairbairn formed a 70-man unit of
specially trained officers, divided into
squads of 14 men. When deployed, 46
had primary riot control duties, with the
remainder held in reserve. Each officer
was armed with a concealed pistol and
a baton. Sikh officers carried 303 British
rifles. But Fairbairn’s innovations contin-
ued with the creation of the first tactical
vehicle for police, the Red Maria.
Custom-built to police specifications
and painted bright red, the vehicle
contained tactical equipment, including
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handcuffs, riot shields, tear gas canisters
(CN and DM), smoke grenades, a tear
gas launcher, a 12-gauge riot shotgun
and gas masks. The van also carried
breaching and scaling equipment —
ladders, bolt cutters and ropes.

A turret on top of the vehicle provided
the commander with a view of the tacti-
cal situation. Mounted on the roof was
a 45 Auto Thompson submachine gun.
A siren, lights and other warning or sig-
naling equipment, including a fire bell,
created an impressive presence when
dispatched to a riot.

In 1927, a sniper unit was formed
within the Reserve Unit. Anthony
Sykes, an experienced target shooter
and sniper in the First World War,
headed this unit, which consisted of
volunteers. These volunteers received
reserve commissions and Sykes was
designated as a sergeant. Sykes’ choice
of rifles was the P-14 Enfield. The unit
provided overwatch and counter-sniper
duties as required.

So, how successful was Fairbairn’s
Reserve Unit? For the next 14 years,
the Reserve Unit did not shoot a single
rioter! But this success led to a larger
role for the Reserve Unit. In fact, the
Reserve Unit morphed into what can
be considered the world’s first SWAT
team.

As described by Leory Thompson in
his book, The World’s First SWAT Team,
published by Pen and Sword Books,
the role of the Reserve Unit expanded
to include police activity that required
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LEFT: William E.
Fairbairn prepares a
trainee to enter the
House of Horrors,
the CQB range
constructed in
England.

BELOW: The Red
Maria, the world's
first SWAT tactical
vehicle. Note

the Thompson
submachine gun
mounted on top of
the vehicle.

The pistols of the
SMP, from left to
right, are the 455
Webley, the Colt
1911 45 Auto, the
Colt 1908 and 380

Auto, carried by the

Chinese members
of the SMP.
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specialized skills, including:
¢ Drug raids
* Bodyguard protection
¢ Court security
* Armed siege against armed
gang members or criminals
e Search parties
* Hostage rescue
¢ Armed police raids
A report in a Shanghai news-
paper described the effective-
ness of the Reserve Unit in this
expanded role. During one
incident, armed gang members
kidnapped and held several
victims hostage. The Reserve
Unit entry team rescued the
hostages within seconds of as-
saulting the location.
According to Thompson,“In
20 such operations carried
out during its existence, the
unit had a 100 per cent suc-

ABOVE: A P-14
Enfield, like those
issued to the snipers
of the SMP Reserve
Unit. The personal
rifle of Sykes, the
lead sniper, was
equipped with

wa Parker Hale
target sight.

RIGHT: An SMP
officer holds a
bulletproof shield
used during building
entries. The vest
beside him is one of
the heavier models
used by search
parties. A total

of 80 bulletproof
shields were
available for use by
the SMP. Some were
modified to stop the
speedy 7.63x25mm
Mauser cartridge.

cess record, with all of those
kidnapped being recovered.”
However, Fairbairn was about to take
on another role, one that would lead
to Canada.

FAIRBAIRN & THE SECOND WORLD WAR
In 1940, as the war between China and
Japan raged, Fairbairn returned, along
with Sykes, to England. But the mis-
sion was not over. Fairbairn and Sykes
brought the developments pioneered
in Shanghai to the British Comman-
dos, teaching them unarmed combat,
firearms skills and violent combat
techniques. Then, Fairbairn received
an assignment to train members of the
English Special Operations Executive,
who carried out covert operations be-
hind enemy lines in Europe. It was this
assignment that led Fairbairn to Canada.
In March 1942, Fairbairn arrived at
Special Training School 103 in Whitby,
Ont., commonly referred to as Camp X.

Depending on their mission, trainees
learned guerilla warfare skills, com-
mando tactics, sabotage and demoli-
tions. Every recruit learned Fairbairn’s
Shooting to Live techniques, including
point shooting, with pistols and subma-
chine guns. When Fairbairn arrived at
Camp X, he assumed responsibility for
this training.

Although he could not duplicate the
CQB range developed in Shanghai or
the House of Horrors (the CQB facility
in the UK), Fairbairn brought innova-
tion to the training at Camp X.

During advanced training sessions,
trainees learned how to stalk, carry
out room assaults and defend against
room attacks. Fairbairn’s methods of
room clearing and engaging targets in
close quarters provided trainees with
a proven way to survive urban combat.
His unarmed combat techniques were

revolutionary for the time, and when
combined with advanced weapons
training, laid the groundwork for the
birth of special forces techniques in
Canada.

William E. Fairbairn was a true pio-
neer who introduced tactical innova-
tions that made a difference between
survival and becoming a casualty.
After a brief stay at Camp X, Fairbairn
went to the United States and trained
recruits for the Office of Strategic Ser-
vices, who would go behind enemy
lines in Nazi-controlled Europe.

By any measure, Fairbairn was an
original. He developed his ideas from
surviving hundreds of armed shoot-
outs in one of the most violent cities
on Earth. However, his legacy is the
lives he saved, thanks to the lessons
he learned on the mean streets of
Shanghai. 7
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BANGING
STEEL

A rifle built for shooting metal

BY ALVOTH

66 T just came to shoot some steel,” said
another gun club member on our

club’s Range #1, after I asked him if
he needed a ceasefire to hang targets.
It’s a commonly heard phrase on that
shooting bay. This is because we have
34 pieces of hanging steel spread
across 800 metres of distance on that
range. Sizes range from eight-inch
squares all the way up to a pair of life-
size metal big game animals.

Steel targets are increasingly com-
mon on ranges, as clubs have learned
how to set them up properly for com-
plete safety, and CFO range inspectors
are allowing them. Even ranges limited
to much shorter distances will often be
found with some type of steel targets.
This is all great, because steel targets,
especially distant steel targets, are a lot
of fun to shoot.

The phrase,“I just came to shoot some
steel,”is one I've uttered myself, and the
last time I said it, the thought occurred
to me that I could put together a rifle
dedicated to the task.I've used much
poorer excuses to build or buy a rifle,
so it didn’t take long to convince myself
acquiring a dedicated steel-shooting
rifle was an absolute necessity.

THE PARAMETERS

That decision started me thinking
about the characteristics such a rifle
should have. I quickly came up with a
list, but just as quickly realized it was
personal and that it wouldn’t suit ev-

eryone or the places they shoot. These
parameters would work for me on my
range, with the targets laid out there.
So, with that caveat in mind, here’s the
list I came up with:

Cheap to shoot. I wanted an efficient
cartridge that takes miserly amounts of
powder, uses commonly available bul-
lets and has a long barrel life.

Mild recoil. I don’t like getting beat
up or developing a flinch, and since
all I needed was to get bullets to the
800-metre mark, it’s not necessary to
shoot a big magnum.

Spot my own misses. The rifle had to
be tame enough, and the scope good
enough, that I could spot my own
misses, thus allowing me to make the
necessary corrections without the need
for a spotter.

Get feedback from a hit. Since it’s
the feedback from hitting a steel target
that makes shooting them so much
fun, it’s imperative the bullet deliver
an audible smack when it hits steel.
And it must also have enough energy
to cause some movement to at least the
smaller targets used on my range.

Sub-MOA accuracy. A realistic goal
with a factory barrel, but significantly
better for a custom tube.

THE CARTRIDGE

Working through the above param-
eters and spending some time looking
at ballistic tables quickly led me to a
cartridge I suspected would meet all

my criteria, the 6mm ARC (Advanced
Rifle Cartridge).

The 6mm ARC has an interesting
history in that it was developed by
Hornady at the request of some US
military units to increase the reach and
lethality of the standard issue AR plat-
form and 5.56mm NATO ammunition.
Here in Canada, we’re pretty much
limited to bolt-action rifles for this car-
tridge, so its usefulness is often a topic
of debate, simply because there are so
many other options for bolt guns in the
6mm/.243 bore size; however, for me it
could be the perfect steel cartridge.

Because ammunition manufacturers
have no control over which rifles their
ammunition is used in, it all must be
loaded to a minimum safe level. And
for the 6mm ARC, that is about 52,000
psi, the maximum safe pressure for
semi-auto rifles chambered for this
cartridge. Bolt guns, however, can
easily handle 62,000 psi, meaning the
only way to get maximum performance
from the 6mm ARC is to handload.
Available literature suggested the extra
10,000 psi should yield an additional
100 to 150 feet per second in barrels of
equal length.

I found handloading data was widely
available, and it looked like compo-
nents were too. Bullet weights in the
108 to 110-grain range were common,
giving it a pass in getting feedback
from a hit. This is because I've found
that on the range I frequent and with
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the targets we have there, a bullet
weight of at least 100 grains is needed
to give good audible and visual feed-
back from a hit.

And since a full power load for the
6mm ARC only uses about 30 grains of
powder, it got a pass in the cheap-to-
shoot department.

THE RIFLE
There aren’t a lot of factory bolt-action
rifles chambered in the 6mm ARC,
with Savage and Howa represent-
ing most of what’s easily available in
Canada. Of course, going the custom
route is always an option, but this
project was on a budget, so I turned
thumbs down on having a gun built.
In the end, a fortunate encounter at a
trade show put a Howa 1500 Mini bolt-
action rifle into my hands at a very
reasonable price.

Chambered for the 6mm ARC,
mine is the basic model with a black
synthetic stock, 20-inch barrel and five-

round detachable magazine. For those
unfamiliar with the Howa Mini, it’s a
push-feed, flat bottom action, with an
integral recoil lug. The action is about
three-quarters-of-an-inch shorter than
a Remington 700 short action, while
the bolt is 0.080-inches smaller in di-
ametre, making for a significantly trim-
mer rifle. That bolt is a two-lug design,
with a sturdy extractor and a typical
plunger-type ejector. It can be disas-
sembled without tools, giving access to
the firing pin and other bolt internals
for cleaning and maintenance. The rifle
is about 39.5 inches in overall length.

The barrel is reported to be hammer
forged and a borescope inspection
showed a smooth bore, free of tool-
marks, promising good accuracy and
easy cleaning. As is common these
days, the muzzle is threaded, making
installation of a brake an easy DIY proj-
ect. The barrel measures 0.730 inches at
the muzzle, giving it some heft.

As it came out of the box, the rifle

30 www.nfa.ca September/October 2025

would need some modification to make
it into a legitimate steel-shooting gun,
but before investing any more money I
wanted to see if it would be worth the
trouble. Howa claims sub-MOA accuracy
for three shots with quality ammunition,
so I tried some Hornady Black factory
ammunition, launching 105-grain BTHP
bullets at 2,565 feet per second. I fired
five consecutive three-shot groups to
test that claim. Every group met that
standard, with the average being 0.61
MOA. That’s stellar performance and set
a high standard for trying to equal with
handloads, also giving me the go-ahead
to do some mods.

MODIFICATIONS

Fortunately, I could get most of the
upgrades I wanted from one source,
Canada’s MDT. The big-ticket item was
a new stock in the form of MDT’s ORYX
chassis system. At $530, it adds solid
bedding, some needed weight, an ad-
justable cheekpiece, lots of M-LOK slots,

TOP: The

Howa rifle in

its original
configuration

is a light, handy
field rifle.

BOTTOM:
Reconfigured

it becomes an
excellent steel-
shooting rifle.



a buttstock adjustable for length and
an AR-style grip.

A Pic rail for solid scope mounting
came next. MDT’s rail for the Howa
Mini has 20 MOA of incline built in,
is Mil-Spec and has plenty of length.
And it’s only $80, a reasonable price for
a quality rail.

The last item was a muzzle brake
in the form of MDT’s COMP Brake.
Priced at $300, this is one of the more
expensive brakes on the market, but
it’s the only one I know of with adjust-
able top ports, allowing the shooter to
fine tune muzzle rise. So, it earned a
spot on the Howa’s barrel.

The trigger on the Howa Mini is a
two-stage type with some adjustment
capability, and while many users have
reported excellent results with it, I
couldn’t get some creep out of the final
stage. This prompted me to order a
Timney replacement and swap it for
the factory trigger. Installation took
only one minute and the removal/
replacement of a single screw. As I've
come to expect from Timney, this trig-
ger performed flawlessly.

In my initial testing, I had dropped
aVortex Light Hunter scope on the
rifle, and while it was a great match
for the rifle in its factory configura-
tion, its maximum 10X magnification
isn’t enough for a steel-shooting rifle.
I'had an older Leupold VX-3 8.5-25x50
sitting unused, so I mounted it on the
rifle. With target knobs, a fine reticle

A Timney
trigger
replaced the
factory unit,
providing a
nicer trigger
pull and more
adjustment.

with a good assortment of MOA-based
hashmarks for elevation and wind-
age, as well as side-mounted parallax
adjustment, it’s been working great.

RESULTS

I've been banging steel with the rifle
in its modified form during four range
trips so far. Ammunition has been
handloads using Hornady’s 108-grain
ELD-M bullets, LEVERevolution pow-
der, Hornady cases and Federal 205M
primers. Muzzle velocity is 2,645 feet
per second.

I'm finding it’s possible to spot my
own misses in the rifle scope, recoil is
mild, it’s cheap to shoot for a centre-
fire and I'm getting good audible and
visual feedback when I make a hit.

So, I'm calling the project a success.
Of course, I can’t leave well enough
alone and some further tinkering
with this rifle is in order, as I'd love to
replace the 20-inch factory barrel with
a heavier match grade tube at 22 or
24 inches. However, that’s not in the
budget right now.

If you're looking for an excuse to
build or buy a new rifle, consider one
dedicated to ringing steel —just be
sure to consider the five parameters
I established for this project, modify-
ing them to suit.Your finished product
likely won’t look like mine because your
distances, targets and budget will all be
different. However, when you say,“I just
came to shoot some steel,” you’ll have a
purpose-built rifle to do it with. 7

This pair of
five-shot,
100-metre
groups
indicates the
rifle likes
Hornady
108-grain
ELD-M bullets
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S ome 30 yards ahead, I watched as
Ruby, my friend’s Lab, picked up
the pace. She was hot on the trail of a
pheasant! If I didn’t keep up, I would
surely miss my opportunity. Moments
later, I heard an explosive flush. Shoul-
dering, I instinctively pointed and fired.
The pheasant folded in mid-flight and
Ruby was rewarded with a handsome
bird to retrieve.

Wing shooters develop a knack for
knocking down flyers. Driven hunts
demand a very particular skill for
running animals like wild boar and
deer, and defensive shooting is a whole
different ball game. All told though,
shooting at moving targets requires an
understanding of how to estimate and
execute leads, based on circumstance
and the gun being used.

UNDERSTANDING LEADS
Reaction time and ballistics play an im-
portant role in hitting moving targets.
By the time a shooter’s brain transmits
the message to pull or squeeze a trig-
ger, a moving target is past the straight-
on aiming point. For this reason, it’s
necessary to lead a moving target. The
idea is to focus on where your target
will be, not where it is. Even still, for
most of us, leading alone isn’t enough.
We also need to continue aiming, or
following through, while on target.
Arguably, the biggest mistakes shoot-
ers make, whether shooting at fowl or
four-legged game, are misjudging the
lead required and failing to follow-
through on the shot. Evaluating the
speed of the target and the distance to it
determines lead and comes with experi-
ence. Follow-through is sustaining that
lead until the shot connects with the
intended target. Most of us immediately
want to see if we hit our intended target,
so we quickly lower the firearm or raise
our head to take a look. We must train

ourselves not to peek.

Only by practicing at a suitable
range and repeatedly shooting at
these targets in the field do we begin
to develop a natural feel. Eventually
it becomes second-nature, or kinaes-
thetic, if you will.

SHOTGUN-SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS

Even though hundreds of pellets may
be launched from a shotgun, it can be
remarkably difficult to hit a moving tar-
get. From quail to partridge, pheasant
and every manner of duck and goose

— they all fly a bit differently. Some are
fast and some fly slower. Gunners are
presented with rising shots, flying away
shots or overhead shot opportunities,
at every speed imaginable.

For bird hunters, it’s tough to beat
practicing on clay pigeons. Do-it-
yourself clay target throwers are an
economical option, and many gun
ranges offer trap and skeet stations
for shooters to practice on a variety of
moving targets. For the best all-around
practice, I think sporting clay courses
are the best venues to hone your shot-
gun skills. Why? Because each sport-
ing clay station is different, emulating
everything from running rabbits to
upland flushes, incoming crossover
waterfowl and a lot more.

Employing proper form, and repeat-
edly going through the motions of
shouldering, pointing, pulling and
following through with the shot, inevi-
tably helps shooters develop a kines-
thetic awareness, or more precisely, an
instinctive ability to set-up, acquire the
target and shoot consistently.

Duck hunters know that different
subspecies fly differently. For instance,
a teal visiting a water spread is usually
fast and flighty, requiring the gunner to
be quick to shoulder and equally fast
on the trigger. A mallard finishing in a

September/October 2025 www.nfa.ca 33

h £

field spread, while still a relatively fast
flyer, may present with wings spread
wide, giving the gunner a slower head-
on or crossover shot opportunity. A big
Canada goose finishing in the decoys
is commonly moving much slower and
may require a lesser lead.

At the other end of the spectrum is
what I consider an extreme alternate
shotgun hunt, and this involves hunt-
ing snowshoe hares or rabbits with
beagles. Not that many years ago, if
you told me it was a fast-paced game
that tests even the most proficient
shotgunner’s skills, I probably would
have laughed at you. Well, the first time
I tried it, I realized just how sporting
this hunt can be.

The last rabbit I shot was with a
20-gauge semi-auto. It broke from
cover only 10 yards away, but on a
dead run. I led that bunny by at least
four feet and rolled it. One of the first
ones I ever shot being chased by a
beagle, raced across a small trail at 20
yards. Shouldering my late father’s
single-shot .410 Bore, I did the same
and the rabbit piled up. Why? Because
over the years, I've developed an
instinctive lead and an understanding
of the necessity to follow-through with
my swing.

Equally important is the need to
understand shotshell size and perfor-
mance. Shotgun shells are designed
for short-range shooting, and different
loads can drive their payloads at sig-
nificantly different speeds. While all of
these will slow down quickly, there may
be enough variation to require a lead
adjustment. However, whatever the shot
speed is, understanding your shotgun
and developing a feel for it is half the
battle. Other than familiarity, a properly
fitted shotgun makes a big difference
and will inevitably help in developing
consistency in hitting moving targets.

b



RIFLE SHOTS

With rifles, we’re dealing with a single
projectile, and that means there’s even
less margin for error. While the idea

is to develop a similar instinctive feel
for the rifle, for most of us, bringing
one’s shooting ability into the realm of
kinesthetic shooting takes a great deal
of practice. So much so that relatively
few recreational shooters will ever get
to that point.

Thinking back to an outing with my
oldest daughter, I remember being
pleasantly surprised by her ability to
hit gophers on the run. We were sit-
ting in a farmer’s pasture doing some
varmint control when one popped
out of a hole and began scamper-
ing across the ground. She promptly
shouldered, aimed, followed and
squeezed. Much to my surprise, the
gopher rolled and lay motionless.
Indeed, she had a knack for it. While
most don’t, some do.

Most big game hunters grew up
hunting deer and, while I hear much
less about driven deer hunts these
days, decades ago this was one of the
most popular methods for forcing ex-
posure and getting a shot opportunity.
Even still, it’s likely one of the most
familiar scenarios for most Canadian
big game hunters.

Like many of us, I've done my share
of experimenting over the years — par-
ticularly on coyotes — with big leads,
small leads and just about everything
in between. I've learned that, with
most running situations, a deer mov-
ing full out, at less than 200 yards,
rarely requires more than a two-foot
lead, and that lead lessens consider-
ably the slower that animal is moving.
Remember though, that’s considering
a sustained lead with a consistent shot
follow-through.

STABILITY & SAFE SHOOTING
With moving targets, shooters com-
monly feel a sense of urgency. And
along with urgency comes a sense of
anxiety or panic; we feel we need to
shoot quickly. In turn, we are tempted
to rush the shot and sometimes
dismiss the more important consider-
ations related to accuracy and safety.
While many moving target scenarios
force us to shoot off-hand, using some
type of shooting rest, such as a bipod,
backpack, tree, or rock, helps minimize
some of the variables that contribute to
inaccuracy.

Let’s also remember that every time

Rabbits
chased by
beagles are
a challenging
moving
target.

-
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we line up to send a projectile down-
range, whether its during practice or
hunting, knowing where that round will
end up if we miss still has to be our first
and most important consideration.

DEFENSIVE SHOTS
Then there are those situations in
which we need to shoot in self-defence.
Given the highly restrictive condition
of Canada’s human self-defence laws,
we’ll keep our discussion to defence
against predatory wildlife encounters.
The most common would be a bear
or cougar attack. As a wildlife conflict
mitigation consultant, I generally carry
a firearm on remote worksites, and my
staff do as well. One of the main dis-
cussions we have each year addresses
how to maintain composure if we’re
faced with an imminent wildlife threat.
The second part of that conversation
focuses on aiming points. The primary
difference in a defensive situation is
that the animal is coming at you and
not running away. In most attack situ-

ations, as a shooter defending human
life, you’re probably presented with a
head-on moving target at close range.
A bear’s head, for instance, might be
moving up and down, and it could be
tricky to get a bead on it. With that in
mind, the goal should be to deliver a
shot to the vitals, either higher in the
front of the chest or directly to the
face. A skull shot might be an option
in limited situations, but for the most
part you’ll be aiming generally at the
nose, eyes, mouth and directly below
the chin. In a defensive, close-range
shooting situation, the shot will be
more about keeping our composure
and shooting accurately, as leading the
target probably won’t come into the
equation.

I friend of mine recently returned
home from Africa. During his hunt,
he and his PH were confronted with
a charging lion. Intense doesn’t even
begin to explain how serious the
situation was. Thanks to a cool head,
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accuracy and a powerful cartridge, the
charging lion that was running at full
speed, dropped only 10 yards from
them, after a single round to the head.

FINALWORD
While most of us work hard to ensure
pinpoint accuracy with our recreation-
al and competitive shooting, and with
our hunting as well, there are certainly
situations, and events, where moving
targets come into the picture. Prac-
ticing the biomechanics of shooting
dynamic targets is key, and that often
includes a focus on leading and follow-
ing through with the shot. Even still,
remember that safety should always
come first - both before and when we
pull or squeeze that trigger. 7

TOP: Consistent
i\~ Wingshooters
learn to shoulder
the same way,
lead each bird and
swing through
each shot.

RIGHT: Shooting
clays is a great
way to get familiar
with shooting
aerial targets.

BOTTOM: The
author's wife,
Heather, shooting
a charging
elephant target
at the FTW Ranch

in Texas. w—
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GROUP
SIZE

Are you shooting enough”?
BY T.J. SCHWANKY

or decades, the industry standard

for how well a rifle shoots has
been a three-shot group. It has also
been the range standard for zeroing
arifle. This is, of course, fired from a
bench, with solid front and rear sup-
port to eliminate as much human error
f as possible. The point here is to see
how accurate the rifle is, not the shoot-
er, and to get an accurate zero. Many
manufacturers offer a one minute-of-
angle (MOA) guarantee with the rifles,
and it too is typically based on a three-
shot group. Sako bucks the trend and
bases their guarantee on a five-shot
group, but that’s the largest I've seen.
Even most high-end rifle manufactur-
ers and builders, who include a target
with each rifle, only do a three-shot
group. But is this enough to determine
how the rifle actually shoots, or should
we be sending more bullets down-
range? Will more shots give us better
data, and will it give us a better zero?

HOW MANY SHOTS?

How well a rifle shoots is typically

more important for bragging rights on

the Internet than it is in the real world.

Unless you are a top-rated competi-
tion shooter, a rifle that

::;sf:;:qet is capable of one MOA
three-shot precision likely shoots
groups and better than the average
one 20-shot shooter. Most gun owners
group, allfired 4,1t shoot enough to be
from the same 1
rifle. Which able to shoot to a rifle’s
one is the full potential, especially
best indicator ~ away from the support a
of this rifle’s  shooting bench provides.
potential? Sure, it’s fun to know how
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well a rifle shoots, and for experienced
long-range shooters, for example, it is
important; but for the average shooter/
hunter, it really isn’t that critical. But
that doesn’t stop shooters from over-
analyzing things. In fact, it seems to

be one of their favourite pastimes and,
lately, that includes shooting much
larger groups.

The trend began a couple years ago
when Hornady did some extensive
testing on the number of shots fired
and its correlation to group size. The
results were interesting and did poke
holes in a lot of our thoughts about
three-shot groups. Basically, what the
folks at Hornady found was that as the
number of shots fired increased, so too
did the size of the group, quite dra-
matically in some cases. Just by going
from a three-shot group to a 10-shot
group, for example, an increased group
size of around 45 per cent was noticed.
Basically, a rifle that printed a one
MOA group with three shots increased
to 1.5 MOA with 10 shots. A 20-shot
group increased in size to 1.79 MOA
and a 30-shot group to 1.97 MOA. The
largest group size shot was 50 rounds,
and it measured 2.11 MOA.

What they noted was a basic bell
curve, with the biggest increase in the
rate of group size growth occurring
at smaller sample sizes and a steady
decrease in the rate of group size
growth as more shots were fired. Their

conclusion was that it took a minimum
of 20 rounds to understand how well
arifle really shoots and that 30 to 35
rounds is ideal. While shooting one

big group at one aiming point demon-
strates their results, what is more eye
opening for most shooters is shooting
several five-shot groups and noting the
group size difference. Hornady found
that shooters could expect a 40 to 50
per cent variation in group sizes when
firing 10 five-shot groups. So, obviously
one five-shot group is a poor indicator
of how well a rifle actually shoots. In
some cases, it may shoot far better and,
in others, worse, but it isn’t an accurate
average of what a rifle’s true capabili-
ties are.

DOES IT MATTER?

So, other than impressing your friends
on social media, does group size re-
ally matter? If you are just a casual
hunter who never shoots beyond 200
to 300 yards, it’s likely not worth the
extra ammunition to find out, other
than to help eliminate human error.
Let’s face it, few of us are competi-
tive bench shooters and human error
must be factored into group size as
well. A flinch or improper pull of the
trigger can send a shot several inches
off target. Most shooters call them a
flyer. But by shooting more rounds to
establish group size, you can eliminate
those flyers from the average and still
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LEFT:
Regardless
of how
many shots
are fired, a
solid rest is
necessary
to evaluate
arifle's
precision
and for
zeroing.

have a good representative
number of shots to deter-
mine group size. Say you
shoot 20 rounds and there
are two that are obviously
well outside of the others. It’s easy to
write those off to human error and use
the remaining 18 shots to get a group
size average. With a three-shot group,
removing one shot from the average
basically negates its usefulness.

Group size is also important if you
plan on shooting at long ranges. Group
size typically increases proportional to
distance, so if you want a rifle that is
capable of taking a deer at 1,000 yards,
it needs to be capable of minimum one
MOA accuracy to keep the bulletin a
10-inch kill zone. If your rifle isn’t ca-
pable of this with a 30-shot group, then
there’s no sense spending the time
and money on it to become a long-
range hunting rig. Also, if you want to
compete in long-range competition,
you may need .5 MOA or greater ac-
curacy and the only way to determine
that is with a larger number of shots to
establish group size.

But how else can shooting a greater
number of rounds assist you? It can
help you dial in your zero more pre-
cisely. When you shoot a one-MOA
group with three rounds, it means that
two of the rounds struck roughly one
inch apart. The question is, which one
represents your true zero? Again, for



@ ILLUSTRATION BY HORNADY

the average hunter not shooting past a
couple hundred yards, it likely doesn’t
matter at all, but at 1,000 yards, those
two shots will be 10 inches apart. This
could mean a wounded animal. The
more shots you fire, the easier it be-
comes to determine where your actual
zero should be. The area of the greatest
density of holes is the true indicator of
where your rifle is zeroed.

Expected Group Size

Increase

3-Shot vs. 5-Shot Group ......... 15%

In the past, I'd just shoot a few
rounds until one was where I wanted
it at 100 yards and then I'd shoot my
rifle at 500 yards, and it wasn’t uncom-
mon for it to be several inches out
at that range. This was all the proof I
required to understand that I needed
to fire more shots on my initial sight-
in to get a true zero. Had I never shot

at that range, I'd have likely never

LEFT: Chart
showing the
increase in group
size that can

be expected

as more shots

5-Shot vs, 10-5hot Group ......30% are fired.

10-5hot vs, 20-5hot Group....20% BELOW: Most
manufacturers

20-5Shot vs, 30-Shot Group... 10% offer a one MOA

30-5hot vs. 50-Shot Group...... 7%

3-Sma Groups 030 | 1 | 170
5-5hot Groups 058 | us | 173
150 | 209

224

guarantee with
three shots. Sako
guarantees it
with five shots.

known. I've always
been a big proponent
of truthing your rifle

at longer ranges just
for this reason. How-
ever, by shooting more
rounds to establish a
zero, you'll be far closer
when you go to truth it
at longer ranges.

Even for those that
never shoot over 200
yards, I'd highly suggest
a minimum five-round
group while sighting
in, and 10 is even bet-

ter. Just between three- and five-shot
groups, you'll see a 15 per cent in-
crease in size, and between three and
10 it’s a staggering 45 per cent increase,
according to testing by Hornady. And
let’s face it, not only will you get a
better zero, but we can also all benefit
from a bit more trigger time with our
favourite rifles.

When doing this larger number of
shots, make certain your rifle doesn’t
heat up excessively as this can severely
change your point of impact. I rarely
shoot more than five rounds in a row
without letting the barrel cool before
shooting another five. It’s important to
start with a clean barrel as well, and I
often discount the first shot if it seems
way out of place from the others as
some rifles need what'’s called a foul-
ing shot before they are consistent.
With the price and scarcity of ammuni-
tion these days, many shooters won't
be doing 50- or even 30-shot groups to
zero a rifle, but 10 to 20 seems a small
price to pay for the ultimate gain. ¥/
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UPLAND
SHOTSHELL
TRIFECTA

Balancing gun, ammunition and choke for maximum success

followed closely behind my buddy’s

retriever, Ruby, as she eagerly
worked the tall grass. Suddenly picking
up the pace, she became“birdy.” Doing
my best to keep up, she was widening
the gap by the second. Disappear-
ing behind a clump of scrub brush 40
yards out, she suddenly flushed two
roosters. I was shooting Winchester’s
Super Pheasant specialty ammunition,
in #6 shot, from my 12-gauge over/
under. With a muzzle velocity of 1,450
feet per second, this shotshell is fast,
and designed specifically for pheas-
ant hunting. Instinctively shouldering,
I swung, pointed and pulled. My first
shot was a touch behind, so I picked
up my lead by half a body length and
connected perfectly with the second.
The gorgeous ringneck fell, and Ruby
promptly gathered her reward. Thanks
to refinements in design, the Super
Pheasant shotshell did precisely what it
was designed to do.

While many of us often grab a box
of the least expensive or most readily
available ammunition from our local
retailer, it’s important to know that
some ammunition simply outper-
forms others. Even still, we can’t talk
about shotshells alone without also
discussing the shotgun and choke, as
the three are undeniably intercon-
nected. Here are a few considerations
when marrying shotgun, shotshell and
choke tube to ensure upland hunting
success.

BY KEVIN WILSON

POPULAR SHOTGUNS

Before jumping straight to shotshell
options, we need to first consider

the shotgun we’ll be using, and that
includes both the action and the size
(or gauge) of choice. Ask 10 different
upland bird hunters what action they
prefer, and you'll surely be greeted
with an assortment of answers. Some
will say they like a pump-action, others
will offer a semi-auto, less will say a
single-shot and the majority will prob-

ably prefer to shoot a double; either an
over/under or side-by-side gun.

As far as popular upland gauges go,
they’ll all work, but some are more
practical than others. The venerable
12-gauge is widely used by upland
hunters across North America, but
probably more because of availability.
However, many are of the opinion tat
it’s a bit big for upland bird hunting.
Many prefer shooting a 20-gauge,
with some specialists opting for less
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common options like a 16 or the even
more sporting 28-gauge. Even still, a
relatively smaller handful will fancy a
.410 Bore — although most of them will
admit to shooting grounded birds.
The question of which gun to use
comes down to personal choice and
local circumstances. Upland hunters
across North America target a variety
of species, from woodcock to quail,
ptarmigan, a variety of grouse, pheas-
ant and even a few more. Habitats
range from wooded cover to Arctic
tundra, mountain ranges and open
grasslands. If I'm walking several
kilometres each day, the physical size,
overall length and weight of my gun
plays a definite role in my decision
about what to carry. For versatil-
ity, comfort and knockdown power,
Iwould offer that the all-around
favourite upland gun is probably a
20-gauge in either an over/under,
side-by-side or semi-auto.

CHODSING A SHOTSHELL

Decision number two involves choos-
ing the right ammunition. This can
play a critical role in the success on
any upland hunt.

When we talk about selecting the
right shotshell, we’re referring to both
the size of upland bird being hunted
and the shot distance of flushed birds.
While we can talk about exceptions,
such as educated versus uneducated
birds, shot distances usually average
between 20 and 30 yards. With this in
mind, almost any lead shot can knock
down upland birds, from a smaller
quail or Hungarian partridge on up to
pheasant-sized birds. Yes, even a
23/s-inch 12-gauge target load with 1/s
ounces of #7%2 shot will do the trick,
in most instances, out to 30 yards. Be-
yond that, however, is where shotshell
performance becomes noticeable.
Only when we get into larger up-
land birds like sage grouse, or when
shooting longer distances, does this
change significantly. Even still, there
are a number of variables we should
acknowledge to better refine our shot-
shell choice in an effort to maximize
wing-shooting efficiency.

First off, consider local upland hunt-
ing regulations. Some allow lead shot,
while others may require the use of
non-toxic shot like steel, tungsten or
bismuth. Lead shot is less expensive
and more forgiving to shoot, but with
environmental concerns and ongoing
regulatory requirements, non-lead

alternatives are becoming more popu-
lar, but be prepared for the sticker
shock, as they aren’t cheap.

Shoot steel and you'll quickly learn
that it’s harder on the shoulder. It’s
also a lot harder on shotguns. Manu-
facturers and gunsmiths alike suggest
that steel shouldn’t be used in most
older shotguns for fear it will cause
damage to the barrel and even the

]
ok

action. Being lighter, the knockdown
power of steel shot is measurably less
at longer ranges.

By comparison, non-toxic shot op-
tions like bismuth or tungsten carry
more mass and therefore deliver
much better knockdown power at
longer distances. They are also usu-
ally okay to use in older shotguns. If
you have questions about a shotgun

L
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in this regard, be sure to consult a
reputable gunsmith.

When we talk about ideal shot sizes,
there is often discussion around

whether we’re hunting the early
season, when birds are less skittish
versus late season, when they often
flush further out presenting longer
range shot opportunities. In my
experience,perience, most upland
hunters favour #6 shot. Again though,
the discussion always returns to the
size of shotgun we’re shooting. I
once heard someone say he likes to
shoot 1% ounces of #6 shot from his
12-gauge for early-season pheasants.
But I've also heard that same person
say he prefers 1 ounce of #4 shot in his
20-gauge for early pheasants. When
asked what he uses for late-season
birds, he said #4 or #5 shot, and he
bumps up to a magnum load so he
can connect on those further shots.

Similarly, many seasoned upland
hunters will shoot 23/4-inch ammuni-
tion at the beginning of the season
when birds are less educated and
closer shots are anticipated. Then, as
the season progresses and birds get
more skittish, causing them to flush
at greater distances, they’ll switch up
to a 3-inch shotshell, and sometimes
even a magnum load.

SPECIALIZED UPLAND LDADS
In recent years, specialized shotshells
have become more common, both for
upland bird game and for waterfowl.
Most ammunition manufacturers
make a category or species-specific
load for upland bird game.

I'm a huge fan of Winchester’s Super
Pheasant Diamond Grade and Super

Pheasant shotshells, available in both
12 and 20 gauge. New this year is
Super Pheasant in a 3-inch 28-gauge
shotshell, as well. Containing copper-
plated shot, both are high-velocity
shotshells. Delivering variable
velocities ranging from 1,300 to 1,450
feet per second, these shotshells are
packed with 13/s-ounce pellets (1
ounce for 20-gauge) and available in
a range of shot sizes from #4 to #6.

Another option is Federal’s Prairie
Storm ammunition, available in both
lead and steel across the full spec-
trum of payload from 12, to 16, 20
and 28-gauge. Priced higher than a
standard load, these are engineered
for performance, with a rear-opening
flexible wad and a mix of standard
shot and a uniquely shaped pel-
let they call Flightstopper. The idea
behind this advanced technology is
that it delivers a consistent pattern
regardless of what choke is used.
Compare this with Federal’s copper-
plated lead shot in their other spe-
cialized Upland shotshell and hunt-
ers can go with a still-specialized but
more affordable option.

In comparison, Fiocchi sells their
Golden Pheasant 3-inch shotshell,
which contains nickel-plated lead
shot. With a big 13/2-ounce payload,
their #6 shot has a muzzle velocity of
1,300 feet per second.

I've shot specialty upland loads a
lot, and I can tell you the difference
in performance is noticeable. Overall,
I'm a fan of faster loads. While theo-
retically marginal, for experienced
wing shooters faster loads require less
downrange lead, in turn resulting in
tighter shooting and more consistent

hits. As a rule, consider those 1,300 to
1,400-feet-per-second loads to be most
ideal. Anything faster will ultimately
sacrifice the payload or number of
pellets contained within the shotshell.

CHOKE TUBES

I would be remiss if I didn’t discuss
the role of choke tubes in upland
hunting.

Most new shotguns come with an as-
sortment of chokes, usually marked as
cylinder, improved cylinder, modified,
improved modified and full. Different
tubes are, of course, better suited for
different situations, with the choice of
choke tube determined by the con-
ditions anticipated in the field. For
example, if birds are holding tighter,
many upland hunters will opt to use
an improved cylinder and/or modi-
fied choke. Alternatively, if birds are
skittish and fast flyers, in other words,
longer shots are anticipated, switching
to an improved modified and/or full
choke may be more suitable for these
longer distances. Then there are shoot-
ers using a double barrel, who aren’t
limited to just one choke, but have the
option of an instant choice between
two different chokes.

Naturally, it’s important to confirm
the performance of the choke and
ammunition selected, and this is best
done on a patterning board. So, to
ensure what’s happening downrange
is the same as what you think is hap-
pening, take the extra step of pattern-
ing your gun, ammunition and choke
combination.

In the end, the hunter must factor in
all these circumstances to make the
right selection. 7
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A COMPACT

COMBO

CVA Cascade SB & EOTECH Vudu 1-10x28 FFP

A;ﬁrst glance, the CVA Cascade

B’s compact silhouette surprised
me. While hunters around the globe
have been trimming barrels to accom-
modate suppressors, here in Canada
—where the sound-dampening devices
remain prohibited — this compact bolt-
action isn’t following this trend. As I ran
rounds through this rifle, I pondered
this question: Why would a Canadian
hunter choose a compact rifle that sacri-
fices performance? The answer, it turns
out, goes deeper than just size.

OVERVIEW

With its 18-inch barrel, the Cascade SB
(Short Barrel) is the shortest mem-
ber of CVA’s bolt-action rifle family.
All Cascade models outfit budget-
conscious hunters with an accurate,
feature-rich rifle, and different models
cater to individual shooting styles.
The SB model inherits the Cascade
features, yet it’s more maneuverable,
easier to stow and a natural fit for
smaller-framed shooters, thanks to a
removable stock spacer.

I discovered the rifle is exceptionally
well balanced, as it points and swings
almost like a shotgun and will make a
fine deer rifle in the woods. The recoil
pad is comfortable and more than ad-
equate for any of the cartridges in the
Cascade SB line; mine was chambered
in 6.5 Creedmoor. Additionally, the
bare rifle weighs 6.8 pounds, which
helps absorb some of the recoil; at-
taching a brake to the threaded barrel
would soak up more.

BY LOWELL STRAUSS

The Cascade’s reinforced polymer
stock feels different than most at this
price point. The barrel is freefloated
and lies perfectly centered in the
barrel channel, as it should. Coined
SoftTouch, CVA’s rubberized coating
covers the stock entirely, adding grip
without feeling tacky and provid-
ing cushioning for shooting comfort.
Adorned with Veil Tac Black camo, the
pattern adds a subtle accent without
being too much. In the field, the stock’s
finish is quiet when brushed against
branches, an essential consideration
for stalking game.

By coating the Cascade’s barrel and
action with Cerakote, a durable, thin
ceramic coating, it should be impervi-
ous to the elements and tough as nails.
I've found guns featuring Cerakote
hold up exceptionally well to field use.

NUTS & BOLTS

The Cascade features a large-bodied,
three-lug bolt with a 70-degree throw
for fast cycling and more scope clear-
ance. My initial impression, after
checking the feel of the bolt operating
and the quality of the trigger, is that
the rifle runs smoothly right out of the
box. Most rifles improve after a break-
in period, so this bodes well for the
Cascade.

The CVA Cascade SB series features
a medium-profile barrel that provides
a good balance between weight and
rigidity. It’s threaded 5/8x24 — ready
for brakes - and includes a protective
knurled cap. I tested an aftermarket

brake, and it mounted with no prob-
lems. The action is drilled and tapped
for optics, compatible with Savage
Model 110 pattern aftermarket bases.
However, the Cascade SB includes a
factory-installed two-piece Picatinny
base, which should suffice for most
hunting optic setups.

I liked the fully adjustable (between
two and four pounds) single-stage
trigger, which came factory set at
just under three pounds. It’s crisp,
predictable and has no overtravel. The
detachable four-round polymer box
magazine loads smoothly. Pressing
the magazine release at the front of
the magwell drops the magazine, per-
haps a little too easily. Use caution in
the field to avoid losing the magazine,
or better yet, pack a spare.

Additional features include dual
swivel studs on the forend for mount-
ing a sling and bipod, a conveniently
positioned two-position safety and a
bolt-removal lever that eliminates the
need to squeeze the trigger to remove
the bolt. The honey-dipper-style bolt
knob allowed me to run the bolt like
a champ, adding to the pleasure of
shooting it.

The SB is currently available in five
common chamberings that cover
varmints to big-game hunting. These
cartridges achieve acceptable perfor-
mance from the shorter barrel. Not
surprisingly, the magnum cartridges
are missing from the SB line, where the
drop in ballistic performance negates
the advantages of the shorter barrel.




SHORT BARRELS BY THE NUMBERS

Obviously, this reduction in barrel length
comes at the cost of external ballistic per-
formance. But how much? And is it worth
worrying about?

So, before I passed judgment on the
short barrel’s capabilities, I decided to
run a theoretical calculation between two
similar Cascade models using the same
6.5 Creedmoor cartridge — one with a
22-inch barrel, the other with an 18-inch
barrel - to see how they compare.

It’s a given that velocity decreases as
barrel length gets shorter. Efficient car-
tridges like the 308 WIN and 6.5 Creed-
moor experience less drop than magnum
cartridges, which use slower-burning
propellants. According to others, the
6.5 Creedmoor gains (or loses) 20 to 25
feet per second per inch of barrel. Going
from a 22-inch barrel to an 18-inch bar-
rel, shooters can expect to observe 80 to
120 feet per second less muzzle velocity.
A typical 140-grain 6.5 Creedmoor load,
fired in a 22-inch barrel, has a muzzle
velocity of 2,700 feet per second com-
pared to 2,580 to 2,620 feet per second
from the 18-inch barrel. Plugging those
numbers into a ballistic calculator for the
bullet with a ballistic coefficient of 0.646,
we find that at approximately 100 yards,
the 2,700-feet-per-second bullet slows
to 2,620 feet per second, the same as the
18-inch barrel at the muzzle.

I suggest the calculations show the
difference in ballistics out to 200 yards
is negligible. Beyond that and out to 500
yards, the bullet from the 18-inch barrel
drops between three to 10 inches more
than the 22-inch barrel, which is within
an easy scope or hold-over adjustment.
With modern optics and ballistic range-
finders, that is within range. It’s not far
behind in the energy department either.

It’s easy to get caught up in the num-
bers and want the absolute best per-




formance from a firearm;
however, for hunting at
reasonable distances, the
difference may be less than
most people realize. For
the cartridges available for
the Cascade SB, the 18-inch
barrel retains enough en-
ergy to kill cleanly, and the
animal will never know the
difference. If you decide to
waive maneuverability for
improved ballistic perfor-
mance, a Cascade with a
22-inch barrel offers better
long-range consistency,
flatter trajectory and less
wind drift.

RETHINKING HUNTING OPTICS

For this review, I mounted
an EOTECH Vudu 1-10x28
FFP riflescope on the Cas-
cade SB. A low-power vari-
able optic (LVPO) like this is
a unique choice for a hunt-
ing rifle, but after spending
time behind this glass, I be-
lieve it’s a smart option for
up-close to medium-range
shots on big game. For years,
3-9x riflescopes were the
most common magnifica-
tion range found on hunting
scopes, and they were not
considered underpowered.
This Vudu scope does all of
that and more.

The Vudu 1-10x28 FFP is a first focal
plane scope, which means the reticle
is placed in front of the magnification
lenses. As the shooter zooms in and
out, the reticle scales proportionally
with the target image, allowing for
range-to-target estimations at any of
the higher magnifications. My scope
had the illuminated SR-4 reticle, which
is intuitive and easy to use.

The SR-4 reticle features EOTECH’s
speed ring, an illuminated red circle.
At low power, it was surreal looking
through the optic and seeing the large
speed ring for the first time. At low
magnification, I held the circle over
the target and my eye instinctively
centered the reticle. Increasing the
magnification for longer-range shots,
the speed ring expands until it is out of
view (at approximately 5.5X), bring-
ing a circle dot into view, along with
horizontal and vertical stadia lines
for holdovers, wind calls and range

——

estimation. It’s the best of both worlds,
a reflex sight and a medium-power
riflescope in one.

The Vudu also features an eleva-
tion dial push/pull locking system to

compensate for bullet drop in the field.

This is handy for dead-on holds at
measured (laser rangefinder) distanc-
es. It has a zero reset for convenience.
The EOTECH Vudu 1-10x28 FFP
weighs 21.3 ounces (603 grams), which
is lighter than some higher-magnifi-
cation scopes. It is manufactured in
Japan, featuring premium glass lenses
mounted within a one-piece alumi-
num tube and a single-piece eyepiece.
It includes a removable throw lever
for quick magnification changes. The
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power ring turns smoothly. The illu-
minated, glass-etched reticle and first
focal plane enable fast aiming in low-
light conditions. It is a well-designed
optic and would do well on top of
many rifle systems.

The 1-10x power range is a versatile
choice for most big game hunting. At
10x magnification and the ability to
estimate ranges, it hit a sweet spot as
a hunting optic. From 5 yards to 500
yards, the Vudu 1-10x28 FFP and the
versatile SR-4 reticle is a new way to
think about a hunting riflescope. I'm
ready for the upgrade.

ACCURACY

A good reason to choose 6.5 Creed-
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moor is for the variety of factory am-
munition. I shot four different loads,
including Barnes Precision Match, two
Federal Premium loads and Win-
chester. I shot five three-shot groups
with each load, allowing the barrel to
cool between strings.

Not surprisingly, the Cascade SB’s
velocities were lower than the listed
muzzle velocities, ranging from 148 feet
per second for the Winchester Deer
Season XP 125-grain load to 197 feet per
second for the Federal Premium Target
load. CVA offers a sub-MOA guarantee
with this rifle, and it shot all ammuni-
tion well, with most loads averaging
less than one MOA. Federal Premium
(130 grains) produced an average of 0.90
inches, followed closely by Barnes Pre-
cision Match (140 grains) at 0.92 inches,
Federal (95 grains) at 0.98 inches and
Winchester (125 grains) at 1.17 inches.

PARTING SHOTS

Canadian pricing for this rifle is right
around $1,000, while the Vudu scope is
double that. The combination made me
rethink my approach to hunting rifles.
Like many hunters, my typical shots at

game are under 300 yards.
(Hey, I prefer stalking
close.) After some time
behind this rifle, I found
that the fun and function

of the smaller hunting
rifle outweighs the small
losses in performance.
No more banging the
barrel on the truck door
frame and fewer snags
in the bush. Topped with
a 1-10x optic ensures I
will find the animal in
the optic every time, no
matter how close. And
the illuminated reticle
establishes a point of
aim fast!

Canadians may not
have the privilege of using
a suppressor, but that
doesn’t mean we can’t
have fun with an 18-inch
barrel. And if the day
comes when common
sense prevails, we’ll have
a rifle ready for a quieter,
safer shooting experi-
ence. Until then, don your
ear-pro and enjoy the
pleasure of hunting with
a compact rifle. 7
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THE NOVA

Reviewing the pump-action Nova 3 shotgun
BY JEFF HELSDON

‘ ‘ /hen it was introduced in 1999,
the original Nova was the newest
pump-action shotgun on the market.
The pump-action market was then
dominated by proven stalwarts such as
the Remington 870, Mossberg 500 and
Browning BPS. Winchester’s Model 12
had already been replaced by the 1300
and had a portion of the market as well.
Having an original version of the
Nova, I have come to appreciate it as a
well-built shotgun that operates with
a smoothness I haven’t seen in my

other shotguns. Not bad considering it
was priced less than a Remington 870
Wingmaster. Many even considered it
the best pump-action.

However, the Nova had its detractors.
Some didn’t like the polymer receiver
reinforced with metal. Others weren’t
fond of the modern look - after all, this
was not a gun like the Winchester Model
12s that sat on the porch or in the boat of
many Terry Redlin waterfowl paintings.

When I first heard of the Nova 3,
which was released this year, I thought

I had missed something with a Nova 2.

I was wrong, the ‘3’ refers to the gun’s
3-inch chambers, which differ from
the 3.5-inch chambers of its predeces-
sor and its cousin, the Super Nova. As
a result of the change to the shorter
chamber, the pump stroke is shorter.
The first thing that struck me after I
assembled the Nova 3 was how light
itis.I recalled the original as being
heavier than my other pumps. This
made enough of an impression for me
to get out the first gun and check this.

K88 KAREN HELSDON
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Gun-in-hand, the new Nova feels light-
er, and a scale confirms it weighs about
6.7 pounds, while the original comes in
around the eight-pound mark.

THE UPDATES

With its metal-reinforced polymer
receiver, the original Nova was ground-
breaking. With the Nova 3, advances in
polymer have allowed removal of the
reinforcements in what the company
calls Poly-Mod construction.

“Although it was an extraordinary
shotgun in terms of performance, reli-
ability and identity, innovation is part of
Benelli’s DNA,” said Roberto Massarot-
to, marketing director with Benelli, Italy.
“After an extensive study on materials,
the new Nova 3 was developed with a
polymer receiver, allowing us to reduce
the weight by approximately 800 to 900
grams, while maintaining the same level
of durability and resistance.”

With the metal eliminated, a slim-
mer receiver and the shorter chamber,
Benelli is claiming the Nova 3 is the
lightest pump-action shotgun on the
planet. Also new is an upgrade that
places the Benelli M4 bolt head in the
Nova 3.

“The M4 is the only patented military-
grade shotgun in the world, and using
a rotating head similar to that of the M4
ensures the Nova 3 offers absolute reli-
ability and safety,” Massarotto said.

The loading port on the Nova 3 was
enlarged to make for easier loading, as
is the trigger guard to make it easier to
use with gloves. The recoil pad is thicker
to help absorb recoil and is effective at
doing just that.

The Nova 3 also gains drilled and
tapped holes in the top of the receiver
to add optics. Although I didn’t perform
the task on my test model, removing the
plugs in the holes requires removing
the trigger assembly and pushing them

out from the inside.

The Nova 3 retains the same looks
as its parent, as well as the magazine
cut-off button on the bottom of the
pump. This is a feature unique to the
Nova, as most pump shotguns don’t
have the ability to change the shell in
the chamber while leaving the ones in
the magazine in place. It also retains
the safety in front of the trigger guard,
where I believe it belongs.

Other than the pistol grip, the stock is
essentially unchanged. It incorporates
a sling ring moulded into the stock, and
there’s also one on the magazine ring
on the barrel.

MODEL VARIATIONS

The Nova 3 comes in three different
models: hunting, home defense and
tactical.

My test gun is the black hunting
model and is available in camouflage,
as well. All hunting models come with
a vent rib with a fibre optic front bead.
Barrel lengths available are 24, 26 and 28
inches and are supplied with improved
cylinder, modified and full choke tubes.

Benelli made a change to the hand
contact surface on both the pistol grip
and pump to increase adhesion to the
hand. It’s a raised dimpling that Benelli
describes as a diamond grip, and it re-
ally does work.

Assembly of the gun is simple: Remove
the magazine cap, open the action and
the barrel slides on easily. The trigger as-
sembly is removed by knocking out two
pins and then the bolt can slide out.

The home defense model is black and
comes with a plain barrel and a ghost
aperture rear sight and front adjustable
ramp sight. The tactical model comes in
black and MultiCam Black camo. There
is also the ability to add accessories via
M-Lok slots on the tactical version.

Note, however, that not all models

There is no metal in the
Nova 3's receiver, except
at the top where the
mounting screws for an
optics base are located.

are currently available in Canada. At
present, only the hunting models with
26 and 28-inch barrels and the tacti-
cal model are listed by online retailers.
For those wanting 3.5-inch-chambered
guns, I understand the Super Nova se-
ries with its ComfortTech recoil-reduc-
tion stock will continue to be available.

BUSTING CLAYS

I would have loved to test this gun on
sporting clays or 5-Stand, but my sched-
ule, the short time from when I received
the gun to my deadline and the weather
all played against that. I did test it at the
trap range. While many would balk at a
pump gun on the trap line, that is how I
started shooting, with my first trap gun
being a Model 12. My concern, though,
was the recoil.

Using 1-ounce trap loads, the recoil
was surprisingly mild. When I say mild,
I mean to the point it was not a lot
different than the recoil from heavier
competition guns and semi-autos. Look-
ing closer at the gun later, I attributed
the light recoil to the hefty recoil pad,
which is thicker than on most guns. Be-
sides its thickness, the recoil pad is also
constructed of soft material, not hard
rubber like on grandpa’s pump gun.

The lighter gun was a little whippy on
the trap range, but I did learn to control
that after a few shots. The pump operat-
ed smoothly, and the action performed
flawlessly. I did walk away thinking this
would be a perfect upland, waterfowl or
turkey gun.These are all things I hunted
with the original Nova, but there were
times I kept its weight in mind - like on
long upland hunts. With the new, lighter
version, that is no longer a concern.

CONCLUSION

In a time when semi-automatics
dominate the market, and Browning
has stopped production of the BPS,

it’s great to see an update to a proven
pump. And at about $700, it’s one of the
more reasonably priced pumps on the
market.

“The original Nova became a totem
in our industry. It’s still early, but the
Nova 3 is already showing signs of
following the same successful path,”
Massarotto said. 7
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Legal corner

Guy Lavergne, Attorney at Law

Firearms, Shooting Sports & Keyboard VWarriors

eorges St-Pierre, also known by

his initials GSP, is a legendary
mixed martial arts (MMA) fighter.
Over the span of his career, he
became the undisputed UFC world
champion in two separate weight
categories. He is unanimously
considered to be one of the greatest
MMA fighters, if not the greatest
MMA fighter, of all time. He was
only defeated twice over the span
of his career, and he avenged both
defeats in convincing fashion.

A few years ago, he retired
from MMA as the reigning UFC
middleweight champion. Following
his retirement, he remained active
and found new hobbies. Such
new hobbies include hunting and
shooting. As a matter of fact, about
ayear ago, I ran into him at my gun
club, where he was receiving skeet
shooting instruction. Let’s say that
his talent level was well above that of
your average beginner.

A few weeks ago, he published
pictures of his first bear hunt on
social media. To say the least, there
was a wide range of reactions from
the public, a lot of it being negative,
including from his so-called“fan”
base. Many were critical of his new
hobby and started denigrating him or
insulting him on X (formerly known
as Twitter) and other social media.

He was called a murderer, an animal
abuser, etc. Many conveyed to him
that what he had done was immoral.
In essence, St-Pierre has been
“canceled,” at least in part, merely
because he engaged in a legal activity
that many now view as reprehensible.
I'would not be surprised if he were to
lose sponsors as a result.

Of course, in real life, very few
people would be foolish enough
to do that to his face, but people
believe that they can act differently
on social media.

POLARIZATION IN SOCIETY & CANCEL CULTURE
St-Pierre’s situation is not unique. In
2015, an American dentist, who had

legally shot a lion in Zimbabwe over
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the course of a trophy hunt, became
the target of much unwanted media
and public attention and criticism;
not because he had done something
illegal or immoral, but merely because
his actions were not in tune with
modern liberal values.

These are numerous incidences of
“cancel culture,”a phenomenon where
a group of liberal-minded people feel
compelled and free to attack or ruin
the reputation of people who do not
share the same liberal values.

Many of us will experience the
same challenges, albeit to a much
lesser degree, because we engage
in activities such as hunting and
shooting that are not in tune with
the values of other people. Of course,
what makes St-Pierre’s situation
different is that he is a celebrity
and he has a lot of fans/admirers/
followers who may or may not share
his newfound passion for shooting
and hunting. He also has sponsors
who might care that his interests for
shooting and hunting might reflect
negatively upon their products.

2025

THE SOCIAL MEDIA EFFECT

In this age of divisive politics and
social polarization, people may tend to
demean others who do not share their
values. It is not exclusive to liberals,
but it certainly seems to be common
amongst the progressive crowd.
Somehow, individuals with modern
liberal values often view themselves
as morally superior to those who
do not share those same values.
After all, they label themselves
as“progressives,” and label
conservatives as“reactionary.” Loosely
translated, they are morally superior,
whereas conservatives are morally
inferior. Hunting is seen by them
as cruel, even though few of them
are vegetarian and most have never
visited a slaughterhouse. They do not
view shooting as a legitimate sport,



even though there have been shooting
events in the Olympics since the very
beginning in 1896.

People will often not hesitate to
criticize, demean, intimidate, shame,
bully or harass those who do not
share their core values, especially
when it comes to hunting and
shooting sports. Often, they will use
social media to do so. When people
stand behind a computer screen,
many are prone to become keyboard
warriors, even more so when they
can do it somewhat anonymously by
hiding behind an alias or avatar.

A common misconception is that
legal rules do not apply on social
media, that people are free to say
or write whatever they want. That
is entirely incorrect. From a legal
standpoint, a social media publication
is governed by the same rules as any
other publication. If anything, even
greater care should be exercised
when publishing something on
social media because of the sharing

feature that is present on most social
media platforms and the ever-growing
degree of integration between various
platforms and the potential for global
dissemination.

Freedom of expression is a

fundamental right, but it has limitations.

Freedom of opinion is about having the
ability to express and share opinions,
and to criticize other points of view. It is
not a license to shame, bully, intimidate,
harass or demean.

Thus, words that constitute libel,
slander, threats, intimidation, bullying
or harassment do not take on a different
nature merely because they have been
published on social media as opposed
to being published in print media or
broadcast on television.

WHATTO DO

Some publications, if they reach

the level of defamation, threats,
intimidation or harassment, may lead
to criminal prosecution. They may
also constitute civil causes of action

“NFA

before a civil court. Often, the main
challenge will be one of proving the
identity of the perpetrator. Thankfully,
social media is not totally opaque and
offensive publications can be traced
to their source, although doing so is
not easy.

If you become the target of those
keyboard warriors, you may have
remedies. However, the last thing
to do is to reciprocate. Two wrongs
do not make a right. The last thing
we need, as hunters and shooters,
is to antagonize more people or
further antagonize the same people.
If anything, we need to take the high
road and educate others. Few will
listen, but some will.

A wise person once said there is
no point arguing with idiots. They
will usually bring you down to their
own level and then beat you with
experience. That, to me, seems to be
very sound advice. 7
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RUbrique Juridique

Par Guy Lavergne, Avocat

Les Ames A Feu, Les Sports

De Tir Bt Les Guerriers De Linternet

Georges St-Pierre, également
connu sous ses initiales GSP, est
un célebre combattant d’arts mar-
tiaux mixtes (MMA). Au cours de sa
carriére, il est devenu le champion
du monde incontesté de I’'UFC dans
deux catégories de poids distinctes. I
est unanimement considéré comme
I'un des plus grands combattants de
MMA, si ce n’est le plus grand com-
battant de MMA de tous les temps. 11
n’a été battu que deux fois au cours
de sa carriere et il a vengé les deux
défaites de maniére convaincante.
Il'y a quelques années, il a pris sa
retraite en tant que champion en titre
des poids moyens de I'UFC. Apres
sa retraite, il est resté actif et s’est
découvert de nouveaux passe-temps.
Ces nouveaux passe-temps inclu-
ent la chasse et le tir. En fait, il y a
environ un an, je I’ai rencontré a mon
propre club de tir, ot il s’initiait tir
au skeet. Disons simplement que son
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niveau de talent était bien supérieur
a celui d’'un débutant moyen.

Il y a quelques semaines, il a publié
des photos de sa premieére chasse
al’ours sur les réseaux sociaux. Le
moins que l'on puisse dire, c’est qu’il
y a eu un large éventail de réactions
de la part du public, dont beaucoup
étaient négatives, y compris de la
part de ses soi-disant « fans ». Beau-
coup ont critiqué son nouveau passe-
temps et ont commencé a le dénigrer
ou a l'insulter sur X (anciennement
connu sous le nom de Twitter) et sur
d’autres médias sociaux. On 1’a traité
de meurtrier, d’agresseur d’animaux,
etc. Beaucoup ont exprimé que ce
qu’il avait fait était immoral. Es-
sentiellement, Georges St-Pierre a
été « annulé », du moins en partie,
simplement parce qu’il s’est livré
a une activité, pourtant légale, que
beaucoup considérent maintenant
comme répréhensible. Je ne serais
pas surpris qu’il perde des sponsors
a cause de cela.

Bien sfir, dans la vraie vie, tres peu
de gens seraient assez stupides pour
agir ainsi en sa présence, mais les
gens croient qu’ils peuvent agir dif-
féremment sur les médias sociaux.

POLARISATION DE LA SOCIETE ET

CULTURE DE LANNULATION

La situation de Georges St-Pierre
n’est pas unique. En 2015, un dentiste
américain, qui avait 1également
abattu un lion au Zimbabwe lors
d’un safari, est devenu la cible
d’attention et critiques indésirables
de la part des médias et du public;
non pas parce qu’il avait fait quelque
chose d’illégal ou d’immoral, mais
simplement parce que ses actions
n’étaient pas en harmonie avec les «
valeurs libérales modernes ».

I1 s’agit d’exemples de la « culture
de I'annulation » : un phénomeéne
ol un groupe de personnes a
’esprit libéral se sent obligé et libre
d’attaquer ou de ruiner la réputation
de personnes qui ne partagent pas
les mémes valeurs.

Beaucoup d’entre nous rencon-
treront les mémes défis, bien qu’a un
degré beaucoup moindre, parce que
nous nous adonnons a des activités
telles que la chasse et le tir, qui ne
sont pas en accord avec les valeurs
des autres. Bien sfir, ce qui rend la
situation de Georges St-Pierre dif-
férente, c’est qu’il est une célébrité
et qu’il a beaucoup de fans/admi-

rateurs/adeptes qui peuvent ou non
partager sa nouvelle passion pour

le tir et 1a chasse. Il a également des
sponsors qui pourraient se soucier
que ses intéréts pour le tir et la chasse
puissent affecter négativement leur
image commerciale.

L'EFFET DES MEDIAS SOCIAUX

A T’ére de la politique de division et
de la polarisation sociale, les gens
peuvent avoir tendance a rabaisser
ceux qui ne partagent pas leurs
valeurs. Ce n’est pas exclusif aux soi-
disant progressistes, mais cela semble
certainement étre commun en leur
sein.

D’une maniére ou d’une autre, les
individus ayant des valeurs progres-
sistes se considerent souvent comme
moralement supérieurs a ceux qui
ne partagent pas ces mémes val-
eurs. Apres tout, ils se qualifient
eux-mémes de « progressistes » et
qualifient les conservateurs de «
réactionnaires ». Autrement dit, ils se
considerent moralement supérieurs,
tandis que les conservateurs seraient
moralement inférieurs. Ils considérent
la chasse comme cruelle, méme si peu
d’entre eux sont végétariens et que la
plupart n’ont jamais visité un abattoir.
Ils ne considerent pas le tir comme un
sport légitime, méme s’il y a eu des
épreuves de tir aux Jeux olympiques
depuis le tout début en 1896.

Souvent, les gens n’hésitent pas a
critiquer, rabaisser, intimider, humi-
lier, intimider ou harceler ceux qui ne
partagent pas leurs valeurs fondamen-
tales, surtout lorsqu’il s’agit de chasse
et de sports de tir. Le plus souvent, ils
utiliseront les médias sociaux pour
le faire. Lorsque les gens se tiennent
derriére un écran d’ordinateur, beau-
coup sont enclins a devenir des guer-
riers du clavier, encore plus lorsqu’ils
peuvent le faire de maniere quelque
peu anonyme en se cachant derriere
un pseudonyme ou un avatar.

Une idée fausse assez répandue
est que les regles juridiques ne
s’appliquent pas sur les médias
sociaux; que les gens sont libres de
dire ou d’écrire ce qu’ils veulent.
C’est tout a fait inexact. D’un point
de vue légal, une publication sur
les réseaux sociaux est régie par les
mémes regles que toute autre publica-
tion. Au contraire, il faut faire preuve
d’une prudence encore plus grande
lorsqu’on publie quelque chose sur les
meédias sociaux, en raison de la fonc-
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tion de « partage » qui est présente
sur la plupart des plateformes de
médias sociaux et du degré toujours
croissant d’intégration entre les di-
verses plateformes. Il faut aussi tenir
compte du potentiel de diffusion
mondiale.

La liberté d’expression est un droit
fondamental, mais elle n’est pas
illimitée. La liberté d’opinion, c’est
avoir la capacité d’exprimer et de
partager des opinions, et de critiquer
d’autres points de vue. Il ne s’agit
pas d’une autorisation d’humilier,
d’intimider, de harceler ou de
rabaisser.

Ainsi, les mots qui constituent de
la diffamation, de la calomnie, des
menaces, de l'intimidation, ou du
harcelement ne prennent pas une
nature différente simplement parce
qu’ils ont été publiés sur les médias
sociaux plutot que d’étre publiés
dans la presse écrite ou diffusés a la
télévision.

QuOI FAIRE

Certaines publications, si

elles atteignent le niveau de la
diffamation, des menaces, de
I'intimidation ou du harcelement,
peuvent entrainer des poursuites
pénales. Elles peuvent également
constituer des causes d’action

devant un tribunal civil. Souvent,

le principal défi consiste a prouver
I'identité de ’auteur de l'infraction.
Heureusement, les médias sociaux
ne sont pas totalement opaques et les
publications offensantes peuvent étre
retracées jusqu’a leur source, bien
que cela ne soit pas facile.

Si vous devenez la cible de ces
guerriers de I'Internet, vous avez
probablement des recours. Cepen-
dant, la derniére chose a faire est de
rendre la pareille. Deux torts ne font
pas un bien. La derniére chose dont
nous avons besoin, en tant que chas-
seurs et tireurs, est de contrarier plus
de gens ou de contrarier davantage
les mémes personnes. Au contraire,
nous devrions plutét nous comporter
de fagon civile et tenter d’éduquer les
autres. Peu de gens écouteront, mais
certains le feront.

Une personne sage a dit un jour
qu’il ne sert a rien de se disputer
avec des idiots. Ils vous raméneront
généralement a leur propre niveau,
puis vous battront grace a leur ex-
périence. Cela me semble étre un tres
bon conseil. 7
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ZEISS
TERRA ED
10X42

Quality glass, reasonably priced
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BY JEFF SMITH

reat optics are a requirement

for all hunting activities. It goes
without saying that this includes rifle-
scopes, rangefinders and binoculars,
as each of these tools plays a crucial
role in the success of a hunting trip.

It is often said that a scope should
cost the same price as the rifle it’s
mounted on, and I’ve heard that said
about binoculars as well. Following
this advice can lead to some hefty
prices, simply to enter the hunting
community. This has led many folks
who would like to hunt to feel they
are not going to be successful simply
because they are unable to lay out a
couple grand on binoculars. For-
tunately, companies, such as Zeiss,
have heard these concerns and have
responded positively by introducing
quality, entry-level binoculars.

For many years, the term“entry
level”was interpreted as being an
inferior product. In the case of the
big names, this accusation has been
put to rest, in my opinion. In an effort
to bring quality glass to more people,
Zeiss looked to China to manufacture
excellent, entry-level binoculars and,
in 2013, Zeiss introduced the Terra
ED series of binoculars. Designed
and engineered in Germany, Zeiss
used their excellent Schott Extra Low
Dispersion glass. They are made in
eight and 10 power with correspond-
ing 25, 32 and 42-millimetre objective
lenses. The body is a tough, ergo-
nomicg, fibreglass-reinforced housing
that protects the inner workings in all
kinds of conditions, including being
waterproof, an important feature
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when one considers the weather
hunters are out in. By utilizing the
Schmidt-Pechan roof prism design,
which uses a series of complicated
lenses to transmit the image, they
kept these binoculars narrow and
short enough to fit inside the after-
market carrying systems popular
with today’s hunters. As well, they
are nitrogen filled.

I have been working with the 10x42
model. In use, they are light enough
to be easy to hold for a decent
amount of glassing time before the
shakes hit. They focus smoothly for
viewing objects just a few metres
away, then zooming out to infinity,
providing a field of view of 110 me-
tres at 1,000 metres. This allows me
to optically pick apart the brush I am
hunting in, searching out the slight-
est detail hidden between branches
that will give away an animal. The
contrast is crisp, giving good colour
balance. Light gathering is bright,
sharp and even edge to edge. This is
crucial, especially during low-light
when animals are most active. These
binoculars have a manufacturer’s op-
timum temperature use rating from
-15 degrees Celsius to 60 degrees
Celsius; however, I have used them
successfully down to -25 degrees
Celsius. The lenses have a Hydro-
phobic Zeiss MC coating, and the
kit includes lens covers, rain guard,
strap and a clamshell case.

Overall, I have been impressed with
this binocular. More details can be
found at www.zeiss.com. MSRP in
Canada: $799.99. %7
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