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TAC-12

“M3 SUPER 90"

Introducing the TAC-12 “M3 Super 90”. By using the
receiver of an existing non-restricted shotgun we have
been able to add M3 style components to achieve the
same look, feel and function of the legendary M3 Super
90, but without the prohibited classification.

The TAG-12 “M3 Super 90" is a dual-mode semi-automatic
and pump action 12GA shotgun. It can be quickly
converted from autoloading to pump by simply turning
aspring loaded ring located on the end of the forearm.
The M3 was developed in the 1980°s for special operation
and elite law enforcement units who required a shotgun
that could adapt to various tactical roles. It's dual-mode
system allows for effective operation of both standard
and special purpose ammunition, (i.e. rubber, tear, flare,
etc.) on the fly. The M3 was designed to operate under
the most adverse conditions and boasts easy handling,
accuracy and a high rate of fire. Notable adopters include
the Canadian JTF2, Czech 601st Special Forces Group and
French GIGN.

The TAG-12 “M3 Super 90" features a 20” barrel threaded
for interchangeable chokes. It has a 3" chamber and is
fed by a 5-shot tubular magazine (6 shots, 2.75"). The
extended magazine tube features a barrel clamp for
additional durability. Sighting is through 3-dot ghost-ring
sights for fast target acquisition, with tapped holes for
the addition of an optional top picatinny rail. The stock is
fixed polymer with non-slip grip checkering, with a rubber
buttpad and a sling loop located on both sides. The pump
handle is ergonomically shaped with non-slip channels
for use with gloves or in wet environments. As the original,
it is operated by the proven inertia system, delivering
unmatched reliability, cleaner operation, and lightning-
fast cycling in a lightweight, ultra-durable design.

Like all firearms imported by Tl, the TAC-12 “M3 Super 90"
is backed with a LIFETIME WARRANTY. Priced at just $899.
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On The
cCovenr

hooting vintage military rifles in

shoulder-to-shoulder com-
petition is becoming a popular
sport in Canada. The shooter on
this month’s cover is wielding an
original Lee-Enfield No 4 MK1 in
as-issued condition, which is a great
candidate for these competitions.
It’s marked F(FTR)48, indicating
it underwent a factory thorough
repair in 1948. A lace-on comb riser
has been added to make it a little
more shootable, but it’s otherwise
unaltered. Ammunition is hand-
loads consisting of Federal cases,
Federal 210 primers, IMR 4451
powder and Hornady 174-grain
FM] bullets. Stripper clips hold-
ing five rounds are used to reload,
as they are quicker than changing
magazines. Recoil is noticeable, so
a shoulder pad is typically placed
under the jacket to keep the shooter
from developing a flinch. 7
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“NFA

y the time you read this issue of

the Canadian Firearms Journal,
the deadline for the government’s
forced confiscation of modern
sporting rifles and shotguns will
have been extended. Of course, it
shouldn’t be extended, but rather
scrapped entirely, which is some-
thing we won’t ever see the Liberals
doing. I have no doubt they will keep
flogging this dead horse of a policy,
trying their best to make it at least
sound like a success while it turns
into another multi-billion-dollar
waste of taxpayer’s money.

As I write this, the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police have just announced
they won’t be participating in the
program in any way, as it’s a waste
of scarce police resources. Even the
usually pro-Liberal Toronto Star is
calling the program into question,
quoting a Toronto Police Service
statement that says,“We remain
focused on apprehending criminals
who use illegal firearms, and we
continue to collaborate with our law
enforcement partners to address
the flow of illegal firearms coming
across the border.”

Of course, the Alberta and Sas-
katchewan governments have
already set up sizeable legislative
roadblocks to prevent the program’s
implementation in those provinces.
And although the RCMP has been
ordered to make large budget cuts,
which will no doubt affect frontline
policing, there is no indication that
organization’s leadership is waver-
ing in its support for confiscation.

And then there’s the lies Prime
Minister Carney was recently caught
in, telling a radio talk show host the
confiscations are voluntary, no fire-
arms suitable for hunting or sport

Confiscating Freedom

shooting are being seized, and own-
ers are just being asked to“return”
these guns. His statements were all
so wildly untrue, they are worthy of
an award for Most Outrageous Lies
by a Politician. And he said it all with
a straight face.

The conclusion I draw is that the
entire scheme isn’t far from collaps-
ing and desperation is setting in
throughout the Liberal camp. So far,
Carney has reversed several Liberal
policies, copying significantly from
the Conservative policy manual, but
I don’t see that coming soon with the
forced confiscation program. I'd love
to be wrong.

You'll be receiving this issue of the
magazine shortly before Remem-

~rom T The
Editors Desk

Al Voth

brance Day ceremonies, where these
same politicians will be giving grand
speeches about the Canadians who
sacrificed their lives for freedom. But
then they’ll go back to their offices
and plot how to take away some of
those freedoms brave Canadians
sacrificed everything for.

We can honour those Canadians
with words too, as well as with our
presence this Remembrance Day,
and by carrying on the work to pro-
tect basic democratic freedoms from
being confiscated by our govern-
ment. Because, if they take away our
lawfully acquired, stored and used
possessions, they aren’t just confis-
cating property, they are confiscating
an element of freedom, as well. 77
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As summer fades into fall, the
rhythm of our community
changes. The cooler weather draws
more shooters back to the range,
while hunters prepare for the season
ahead, taking their rifles out of stor-
age, checking their zeroes and getting
in some practice to ensure they are
ready. This seasonal shift reminds us
that the shooting sports are not only
about competition, but also about
heritage, responsibility and the skills
that connect us to the outdoors.

For the NFA, the past summer has
been one of the busiest and most
rewarding seasons in recent memory.
Across Canada, we were actively
present at major competitions, gun
shows and community events — al-
ways with the same goal in mind: to
support law-abiding firearm owners
and promote the sports we love.

In July, the NFA proudly sponsored
stages at the Ontario Provincial IPSC
Championships at the East Elgin
Sportsmen’s Association in Aylmer,
Ont. This event brought together
some of Canada’s best competitors
in dynamic handgun shooting, and
we were honoured to contribute
to its success. Shortly afterward,
we supported the IDPA Provincial
Championships at the Eagle Lake
Gun Club in Sundridge, Ont. That
event, too, was a tremendous success
and demonstrated the depth of talent
and enthusiasm for action shooting in
Canada.

Beyond these major championships,
NFA representatives attended gun
shows across the country throughout
the summer. These shows continue to
be vital touchpoints for our organi-
zation. They allow us to meet with
members face to face, answer ques-
tions and engage with new support-
ers.The feedback we received was
overwhelmingly positive, with many

Rick Igercich

Canadians expressing gratitude for
the advocacy work we do on their
behalf. It was clear that our pres-
ence is valued, and that our efforts in
parliament, in the courts and in the
community are making a difference.

Something that is not well known is
that a key part of our mission is sup-
porting the athletes who represent
the best of Canadian shooting sports.
Every year, the NFA sponsors a se-
lect group of competitors from across
the country. These athletes not only
strive for excellence in their disci-
plines but also serve as ambassadors
for responsible firearms ownership.
Their dedication, discipline and
sportsmanship reflect the values we
hold dear.

This year, we are proud to sponsor
five outstanding athletes who are
competing at the top of their game.

ROB ENGH - [PSC COMPETITOR

Over the past two years, Rob has built
an impressive record both at home
and abroad. In British Columbia, he
has been dominant, winning 17 of 19
matches, including a strong second-
place finish at the 2024 Provincials in
Production with an incredible 97.25
per cent of the match winner’s score.

On the international stage, Rob has
represented Canada with distinc-
tion. At the 2023 European Handgun
Championships, he competed against
the best in the world and achieved
69.30 per cent against the legend-
ary nine-time world champion, Eric
Grauffel. In 2024, he earned eighth
place at the Canadian Nationals, then
traveled to Argentina to compete in
the Latin American Handgun Cham-
pionship, finishing 24th overall.

Rob’s season also included victories
at the Black Beard Pirate Match in
Guadeloupe, where he took Over-
all Production, Top Senior and the

6 www.nfa.ca November/December 2025
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Supporting Shooters At Many Levels

Production Shoot-Off title. He later
travelled to Greece to compete in the
Canal Challenge, where he finished
eighth overall against another world
champion, Mason Lane of the US. His
results speak for themselves: Rob is a
competitor who consistently pushes
himself against the very best.

ANDREW TOMLINSON -

CLASSIC DIVISION GRANDMASTER

Andrew has been a steady presence
on the Canadian competition scene
over the past two years. Representing
the BC Classic Team, he has compet-
ed at the IPSC Handgun Nationals in
both Selkirk, Man., and Peterborough,
Ont,, as well as the PCC Nationals in
Kamloops.

Closer to home, Andrew has made
his mark in regular IPSC matches
across the province, including events
in Williams Lake, Fort St. John, Ka-
mloops, Prince George and Terrace.
With the support of the NFA, which
helped cover travel and ammunition
costs, Andrew achieved Grandmas-
ter Class in the Classic Division at
the 2024 IPSC BC Provincials — a
major milestone for any competitor.
His commitment to training and his
ability to balance local and national
competitions make him a role model
for aspiring shooters in western
Canada.

TRYSTEN ROUTLEDGE -

OLYMPIC SKEET AND STEEL CHALLENGE
Trysten is a remarkable example of
versatility in competitive shooting.
He has earned his place as a three-
time national champion in Olympic
skeet and continues to serve as a
proud member of Canada’s National
Team in that discipline. His achieve-
ments highlight not only his personal
dedication, but also the strength of
Canada’s presence on the interna-



tional clay target stage.

Trysten also thrives in action shoot-
ing sports. He is a regular competitor
in USPSA’s Steel Challenge and, most
recently, represented Canada at the
2025 World Speed Shooting Cham-
pionships. There, he placed third in
Iron-Sighted PCC and sixth in both
Rimfire Irons and Rimfire Open, post-
ing impressive times in all divisions.
His willingness to push himself in
multiple disciplines demonstrates the
breadth of talent among Canadian
shooters.

JAMIE SPURGEON -

MULTI-DISCIPLINE COMPETITOR

Jamie has spent the past seven

years competing in IPSC, IDPA and
USPSA, proving himself to be one of
Ontario’s most versatile and con-
sistent shooters. He currently holds
Master Class in IPSC Open and PO
and is ranked as the number one
PCC competitor in Ontario.

Jamie was selected to represent
Canada at the World Shoot in the
Czech Republic, but like many com-
petitors, was sidelined by the gov-
ernment’s ban on the FX9 platform.
Nevertheless, he continues to excel
in domestic competition, holding
Master Class status in IDPA’s Carry
Optics and PCC divisions. His resil-
ience in the face of political obstacles
is an inspiring reminder that Cana-
dian athletes remain committed, no
matter the challenges.

JONATHAN MACHADO -

CROSS-BORDER COMPETITOR

Jonathan’s strength lies in his ability
to perform across multiple disciplines
on both sides of the border. He has
achieved top finishes in IPSC and
IDPA in both Canada and the United
States, competed in Steel Challenge
events in Canada and represented
Canadian skill at USPSA matches in
the US.

This wide-ranging experience has
honed his skills and broadened his
perspective, making him one of the
most well-rounded competitors on
the NFA team. Jonathan’s achieve-
ments show how Canadian athletes
can succeed internationally while
proudly representing their country.

WHY SPONSORSHIP MATTERS

For each of these athletes, NFA spon-
sorship is more than just financial
support — it is an investment in their
future and in the future of Cana-
dian shooting sports. Competitive
shooting is not inexpensive. Travel,
equipment, ammunition and train-
ing all come with significant costs
and, without support, many athletes
would find it difficult to compete at
the highest level.

By standing behind these shooters,
the NFA is ensuring that Canadian
talent continues to shine on the na-
tional and international stage. More
importantly, these athletes inspire
others to take up the sport, to train

“NFA

with discipline and to embrace the
values of responsibility and sports-
manship.

As we move into fall and winter,
the NFA will continue its work in
parliament, in the courts and in the
public square. We remain steadfast
in our advocacy for law-abiding
firearm owners, and we are commit-
ted to ensuring that our rights and
traditions are protected for future
generations.

At the same time, we will keep sup-
porting the athletes who embody the
best of our community. Their success
is our success, and their achievements
remind Canadians that responsible
firearm ownership is about far more
than politics — it is about excellence,
tradition and pride.

None of this would be possible
without you — our members. Your
support, your contributions and your
belief in the mission of the NFA allow
us to do this work. It is because of
your generosity that we can sponsor
athletes, attend competitions, support
hunters and stand firm against those
who would erode our rights.

On behalf of the NFA, thank you for
your commitment. Together, we will
continue to advocate for law-abiding
firearm owners, protect our rights,
and build opportunities for the next
generation of shooters and athletes.
With your support, the future of our
sport — and our freedoms — remains
bright. "7

Message du

Par Rick Igercich

Soutenir Les Tireurs A De Nombreux Egards

A}ors que l’été cede la place a

‘automne, le rythme de notre
communauté change. En raison du
temps plus frais, il y a plus de tireurs
aux champs de tir, les chasseurs se
préparent pour la saison a venir,
sortant leurs carabines, vérifiant leur
réglage et s’entrainant pour assurer
qu’ils sont préts. Ce changement
saisonnier nous rappelle que le tir

sportif n’est pas qu'une question de
compétition, mais de patrimoine, de
responsabilité et de compétences qui
nous relient au grand air.

Pour la NFA, cet été a été I'un des
plus occupés et des plus gratifiants
de ces derniéres années. Partout au
Canada, nous avons participé active-
ment a des compétitions de premier
plan, a des salons sur les armes a

feu et a des événements commu-
nautaires—toujours avec le méme
objectif : soutenir les propriétaires
d’armes a feu respectueux des lois
et promouvoir les activités que nous
aimons.

En juillet, la NFA a fierement com-
mandité des épreuves aux Cham-
pionnats provinciaux de 'IPSC a
I’East Elgin Sportsmen’s Association

November/December 2025 www.nfa.ca
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a Aylmer, en Ontario. Cet événe-
ment a réuni certains des meil-
leurs compétiteurs canadiens en tir
d’entrainement, et nous avons été
honorés de contribuer a son suc-
cés. Peu apres, nous avons apporté
notre soutien aux Championnats
provinciaux de 'IDPA a I’Eagle
Lake Gun Club a Sundridge, en
Ontario. Cet événement a égale-
ment remporté un franc succes et
a démontré la richesse des tal-
ents et I’enthousiasme pour le tir
d’entrainement au Canada.

En plus de ces grands champion-
nats, les représentants de la NFA ont
participé a des salons sur les armes
a feu, partout au pays, au cours de
I'été. Ces salons restent des points
de contact essentiels pour notre
organisation. Ils nous permettent de
rencontrer nos membres en per-
sonne, de répondre a leurs questions
et de nous engager aupres de nou-
veaux partisans. Les commentaires
regus ont été extrémement positifs,
de nombreux Canadiens nous faisant
part de leur gratitude pour le travail
de représentation que nous faisons
en leur nom. Il est clair que notre
présence est appréciée et que les
efforts que nous déployons au Par-
lement, devant les tribunaux et dans
la communauté font une différence.

Ce que peu de gens savent, c’est
qu’une part importante de notre
mission consiste a soutenir les
athletes qui représentent 1’élite du
tir sportif canadien. Chaque an-
née, la NFA commandite un groupe
sélectionné de compétiteurs venant
de partout au pays. Ces athletes non
seulement visent I’excellence dans
leur discipline, mais sont les ambas-
sadeurs de la possession responsable
d’armes a feu. Leur dévouement,
leur discipline et leur esprit sportif
refletent les valeurs qui nous sont
cheres.

Cette année, nous sommes fiers de
commanditer cinq athlétes excep-
tionnels qui concourent au plus haut
niveau.

ROB ENGH - COMPETITEUR DE L'IPSC

Depuis deux ans, Rob affiche un
bilan impressionnant, au Canada et a
I’étranger. En Colombie-Britannique,
il a dominé, remportant 17 des

19 matchs, dont une solide deuxieéme

place aux championnats provinciaux
de 2024, avec un incroyable résultat
de 97,25 %.

Sur la scéne internationale, Rob a
représenté le Canada avec distinc-
tion. Au Championnat d’Europe des
armes de poing de 2023, il a affronté
les meilleurs tireurs du monde et a
obtenu un résultat de 69,30 % face
au légendaire Eric Grauffel, neuf fois
champion du monde. En 2024, il a
remporté la 8e place aux Champion-
nats nationaux du Canada, puis s’est
rendu en Argentine pour participer
au Championnat d’Amérique latine
des armes de poing, ou il a terminé
24e au classement général.

Pendant cette saison, Rob a aussi
gagné le Match du Pirate Black Beard
en Guadeloupe, ot il a remporté les
titres de Production générale, de
Meilleur senior et de Tir éliminatoire.
I1 s’est ensuite rendu en Gréce pour
participer au Canal Challenge, ot il
a terminé 8e au classement général,
derriére un autre champion du
monde, ’Américain Mason Lane. Ses
résultats parlent d’eux-mémes : Rob
est un compétiteur qui se mesure
constamment aux meilleurs.

ANDREW TOMLINSON - GRAND MAJTRE

DE LA DIVISION CLASSIQUE

Depuis deux ans, Andrew est tou-
jours présent sur la scéne de la com-
pétition canadienne. Représentant
I'équipe BC Classic, il a participé aux
Championnats nationaux d’armes
de poing a Selkirk, au Manitoba, et
a Peterborough, en Ontario, ainsi
qu’aux Championnats nationaux
PCC a Kamloops.

Plus pres de chez nous, Andrew
s’est illustré dans des compétitions
réguliéres dans toute la province,
notamment & Williams Lake, Fort
St. John, Kamloops, Prince George
et Terrace. Avec le soutien de la
NFA, qui a aidé a couvrir les frais
de déplacement et de munitions,
Andrew a obtenu le titre de Grand
maitre dans la Division classique aux
Championnats provinciaux de I'IPSC
BC de 2024—un jalon majeur pour
tout compétiteur. Son engagement
envers ’entrainement et sa capacité
a établir un équilibre entre les com-
pétitions locales et nationales font
de lui un modele pour les aspirants
tireurs de I’Ouest canadien.
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TRYSTEN ROUTLEDGE -
DEFI OLYMPIQUE SKEET AND STEEL
Trysten est un exemple remarquable
de la polyvalence dans le tir de com-
pétition. Il mérite sa place de triple
champion national du tir au pigeon
d’argile olympique et demeure un
fier membre de I'Equipe nationale
canadienne dans cette discipline.
Ses réalisations soulignent non
seulement son dévouement person-
nel, mais la force de la présence du
Canada sur la scéne internationale
du tir au pigeon d’argile.

Trysten excelle également dans
le tir d’entrainement. Il participe
régulierement au Steel Challenge
de I'USPSA et, plus récemment, il
a représenté le Canada aux Cham-
pionnats mondiaux de tir rapide de
2025. 11 s’est classé 3e dans la catégo-
rie Iron-Sighted PCC et 6e dans les
catégories Rimfire Irons et Rimfire
Open, réalisant des temps impres-
sionnants dans toutes les divisions.
Sa volonté de se dépasser dans de
nombreuses disciplines illustre le
talent des tireurs canadiens.

JAMIE SPURGEON - COMPETITEUR
MULTIDISCIPLINAIRE

Jamie a passé les sept derniéres an-
nées a participer a des compétitions
de I'IPSC, de I'IDPA et de 'USPSA,
démontrant qu’il est I’un des tireurs
les plus polyvalents et les plus assi-
dus de I’Ontario. Il est titulaire d’un
Master Class de I'IPSC Open et PO
et est le meilleur compétiteur PCC
de I’Ontario.

Jamie a été sélectionné pour
représenter le Canada au World
Shoot en République tchéque, mais
comme beaucoup d’autres compé-
titeurs, il a été écarté en raison de
I'interdiction du FX9 par le gouver-
nement. Il continue néanmoins a
exceller aux compétitions nationales,
ou il détient un Master Class dans
les divisions Carry Optics et PCC
de I'IDPA. Sa résilience face aux ob-
stacles politiques démontre que les
athletes canadiens restent détermi-
nés, peu importe les défis.

JONATHAN MACHADO -

COMPETITEUR TRANSFRONTALIER

La force de Jonathan est sa capacité

a exercer ses talents dans de nom-
breuses disciplines, des deux c6tés de



la frontiere. Il a obtenu d’excellents
résultats aux compétitions de 'IPSC
et de I'IDPA au Canada et aux Etats-
Unis, a participé a des épreuves Steel
Challenge au Canada et a représenté
le Canada a des compétitions de
'USPSA aux Etats-Unis.

Cette vaste expérience lui a permis
d’affiner ses compétences et d’élargir
ses horizons, faisant de lui I'un des
compétiteurs les plus complets de
I’équipe de la NFA. Les réalisations
de Jonathan démontrent comment les
athletes canadiens peuvent réussir
sur la scéne internationale, tout en
représentant fierement leur pays.

POURQUOI LA COMMANDITE EST IMPORTANTE
Pour chacun de ces athlétes, la
commandite de la NFA est plus
qu’un simple soutien financier—
c’est un investissement dans leur
avenir et dans l’avenir du tir sportif
au Canada. Le tir de compétition
est un sport cotiteux. Les déplace-
ments, I’équipement, les munitions
et 'entrainement représentent des

dépenses considérables et, sans
soutien, de nombreux athletes au-
raient de la difficulté a concourir au
plus haut niveau.

En soutenant ces tireurs, la NFA
assure que les talents canadiens
continuent de briller sur la scéne na-
tionale et internationale. Point encore
plus important, ces athletes poussent
d’autres personnes a pratiquer ce
sport, a s’entrainer avec discipline
et a adopter les valeurs que sont la
responsabilité et ’esprit sportif.

A Tapproche de 'automne et
de I’hiver, la NFA va poursuivre
son travail au Parlement, devant
les tribunaux et aupres du public.
Nous restons déterminés a défen-
dre les propriétaires d’armes a feu
respectueux des lois et nous nous
engageons a assurer la protection de
nos droits et de nos traditions pour
les futures générations.

Parallélement, nous allons con-
tinuer a soutenir les athletes qui
incarnent le meilleur de notre com-
munauté. Leur succés est notre suc-

“NFA

ces, et leurs réalisations rappellent
aux Canadiens que la possession
responsable d’armes a feu va bien
au-dela de la politique—c’est une
question d’excellence, de tradition et
de fierté.

Rien de tout cela ne serait pos-
sible sans vous—nos membres. Votre
soutien, vos contributions et votre
croyance en la mission de la NFA
nous permettent d’accomplir ce
travail. C’est grace a votre générosité
que nous pouvons commanditer des
athletes, assister a des compétitions,
soutenir les chasseurs et nous op-
poser fermement a ceux qui veulent
miner nos droits.

Au nom de la NFA, merci pour
votre engagement. Ensemble, nous
allons continuer a défendre les
propriétaires d’armes a feu re-
spectueux des lois, a protéger nos
droits et a créer des possibilités pour
la prochaine génération de tireurs
et d’athletes. Avec votre soutien,
I’avenir de notre sport—et de nos
libertés—reste prometteur. 7
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S oft on crime, hard on victims.

This past August saw the re-
emergence of the self-defence issue
in Canada as related to an increase in
violent home invasions and other crime
across the country. Sixty years ago, in
a self-defence situation, you did what
you had to do in full confidence that
the Crown and law enforcement would
stand behind you. Today, you cannot.

The agenda of government and the
legal industry is that criminal and victim
deserve equal justice. Canadian laws
now seek to create a level playing field
between criminal and victim.

They embolden criminals, confuse and
frustrate the public and leave us with
the very real impression that law en-
forcement and the courts will not have
our backs if we are forced to defend
ourselves and our families.

With the establishment of“social
justice,”it has become overwhelmingly
complicated as to what is considered
legitimate self-defence and what is
not. Perpetrator and victim are put on
the same level, to be treated by Crown
prosecutors on an even plane; the only
consideration being what is deemed
legitimate according to social justice.

Self-defence incidents are never black
and white. Nobody knows what an at-
tacker is capable of or what he is going
to do. But that is exactly what Canadian
law demands of us when we find our-
selves in a situation that might require a
forceful defence. Why?

However, from time to time there ap-
pears a violent home invasion incident
that so drastically demonstrates the
failed ideologies of Canadian legal and
political industries that there is an inevi-
table public outcry. Of course, this is met
by disdain and dismissal by govern-
ment, academics and the political police.

Many Canadians are now getting
mugged by reality. Especially in large
urban centres. While violent home inva-

Blair Hagen

Mugged By Reality

sions were once reserved for drug houses
or locations holding large amounts of
cash or jewelry, now low-level criminals
perpetrate them for smaller thefts. Also,
in rural areas where police response may
be measured in hours instead of minutes.

The problem is we have an entire
industry and culture supporting this.
Legal and social services strive to divert
and mitigate any real penalties for
violent offenders. Their vision of social
justice is more important than any harm,
mental or physical, economic or cultural,
that is done to Canadians.

So how does this relate to firearms?
Well, armed self-defence, especially
with firearms, is viewed by authorities
and others as one of the worst offenses
someone can commit.Yet, we have had
successful defensive firearms cases in
recent years that have set good prec-
edent. Cases where the moons aligned,
the right pieces fell into place and the
obligatory charges brought by Crowns
were dismissed by judges. Sometimes
common-sense rules the day. Not every
day in the courts of Canada, but some-
times. The fact remains that in nearly
every one of those cases, the victim was
targeted and punished by Crown pros-
ecutors with criminal charges.

To woke politicians and law enforce-
ment administrations, criminals are a
super race capable of feats of strength
and violence far beyond those of mere
mortals. Regular Canadians should not
be emboldened to think they could pos-
sibly resist a violent attacker. Certainly,
some of us are not capable of that kind
of physical force, and that is why fire-
arms are the great equalizer.

The issue is complex, but it doesn’t
cancel the fact that sometimes, when
faced with a life-or-death self-defence
situation, you might need a gun. That, in
some situations, a gun is the most ap-
propriate tool to preserve life and pre-
vent injury to oneself and one’s family.
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I say this in full confidence as someone
who has found himself in those situa-
tions and was denied and disarmed by
official edict. It is a miracle I survived
unscathed, and one cannot count on
miracles.

Self-defence is anathema to liberals
and progressives. They’ve taken great
pains to build the image of a Canada
where violent force in defence of oneself
and the tools that aid it are neither
appropriate nor needed. They see a
Canada that is the antithesis of the ter-
rible, evil, awful, violent United States
- a peaceful dominion. How ironic that
the Liberal’s own policies have created
the same economic, social and cultural
issues in Canada that have challenged
Americans for so long.

Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre
has spoken out against targeting victims
for defending themselves, going so far
as to introduce his“Stand on Guard”
proposals to enhance rights to self-
defence in amendments to the Criminal
Code. This is a rather remarkable step,
as this is an issue most politicians shy
away from except to support the status
quo and echo the bromides of political
police administrations. It’s easy to do
this in opposition, the real test will be
when he forms government.

In this column, I must also observe
the assassination of Turning Point USA
leader Charlie Kirk, noted for debating
his conservative political message on
college campuses and social media in
the United States. We have the same
debates here in Canada and thankfully
have been spared most of this kind of
violence, but the conditions that contrib-
uted to Kirk’s murder exist here too.

All of us have a choice to make regard-
ing civility, humanity and who we are
as individuals and as a people.Yes, that
is sorely tested in these bizarre and
strained times, so I pray for sanity to
return to this world. 7/
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By Gary Kangas
Remembrance

Remembrance of our warrior past is
important, especially since it seems
our military history is being degraded
by elements in Canada’s population
and via government ideology.

Canada’s warrior culture reaches back
in time to our First Nations, with much
of their warrior history shrouded in the
mist of the past. It includes a history
of First Nations defenders protect-
ing Canada from threats to the south,
Huron versus Iroquois and plains tribes
defending aggression.

The first historically documented role
played by First Nations was the French
and Indian War of 1754 to 1763. This
was a confrontation between Britain
and France for the control of North
America. First Nations as allies played
a pivotal role in assisting Britain in win-
ning control of North America.

The next historically significant part
played by our First Nations was during
the American Revolutionary War (April
19, 1775, to Sept. 3, 1783.) As Canada’s
history unfolds, it is revealed that the
French newcomers assisted the Huron
in resisting tribes from the south, while
Hudson’s Bay men backed up Quantlen
River People of south-central BC in
warding off American First Nations.

Canadian First Nations and militia
men performed admirably during the
War of 1812.The US Civil War had
65,000 Canadian volunteers repre-
sented in both Federal and Confederate
Armies. A total of 29 Canadians won
the US Congressional Medal of Honor.
After the Civil War, during the Fenian
invasions, Canadian Militia Men bested
the Fenian raiders on the Quebec/US
border, on the Ontario/US border and
the Manitoba/US border.

The Riel rebellion and resistance of
1885 is noted for the bravery and cour-
age of volunteers and First Nations dur-
ing the conflict. First Nations and Metis
were split, some served on the federal
government side while others were
followers of Louis Riel. Supporting the

federal government were the North
West Mounted Police, the loyal local
residents, Boultons Scouts, Winnipeg
Rifles, Queen’s Own Rifles, Governor
General’s Foot Guard, Alberta Mounted
Rifles and Steele’s Scouts. The Rebel
forces involved were Metis and First
Nations people, including Cree and
Assiniboine led by Chief Big Bear and
Chief Poundmaker.

In semi-modern times, a war that is
often overlooked is the 2nd Anglo Boer
Conlflict. Canadian troopers in various
mounted units were well represented
in this South African struggle. The
Boers call it the South African War. A
Boer in Afrikaans means farmer, and
they were tough, resilient country
people who could ride and shoot with
the best. There is no official documenta-
tion of the female Boer mounted com-
mandos who participated, but many
women disguised themselves as men to
join the fighting. They are remembered
in illustrations and folklore.

Canadian mounted units were well
represented in South Africa, including
Strathcona’s Horse, the Royal Canadian
Dragoons and 1st Battalion Canadian

Dragoons in
action during
the Boer War.

Mounted Rifles, whose membership
was comprised of North West Mounted
Police members and assorted cowboys.
The 2nd Regiment Canadian Mounted
Rifles privately raised mounted rifle
units. The Canadian Scouts were a
guerilla-style unit that was well known
for its hard riding and bravery.

A Canadian of note is Trooper Herbert
Loosemore, who was a volunteer in
the 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles,
Squadron A, and whose rifle now
resides in a private collection. Trooper
Loosemore was wounded during the
Battle of Leliefontein (also known as
the Battle of Witkloof), which was an
engagement between British/Canadian
and Boer forces on Nov. 7, 1900, at the
Komati River. Loosemore was awarded
a plaque by the Ladies of Toronto as
a tribute for his valiant service in the
South African campaign. Also, four
Canadians were awarded the Victoria
Cross during the Boer War: Hampden
Cockburn, Edward Holland, Arthur
Richardson and Richard Turner.

Another interesting artifact is a rifle
that changed hands several times, from
possession by the British to the Boers,
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and then back to the British. This rifle
wears its history in relief carvings on
its stock and also resides in a private
collection. After hostilities were con-
cluded, the South African Constabulary
was formed. This para-military force
included Canadians and was created
to police the conquered Boer Republic.
It is estimated that 7,000 Canadians
served in this South African action,
with about 270 to 280 Canadians killed
during the Boer War, 1899 to 1902.

The Boer War was a prelude to the
First World War and was the swan song
of the concept of empire. They were
not based on ideology but rather on
acquisition. Yet, Canadian warriors that
were willing to serve was the founda-
tion of preserving the empire for king
and country.

When I was young, I had the good
fortune to interview World War One
veterans, who shared with me the

details of just how horrific that war was.

It was slow-moving trench warfare car-
ried out in the worst possible circum-
stances, including incessant rain, mud,
rats and body parts from the barrages.

The use of 19th century tactics, in-
cluding mass charges into the face of
machine gun fire, created enormous
causalities. A total of 66,000 Canadian
and Newfoundland soldiers died in
the First World War. There were also 58
Canadian combat nurses killed, with
Canada being the first nation to field
combat nurses.

The population of Canada in 1914 was
approximately eight million, so about
eight per cent of the population, or
619,636 Canadians, served in the First
World War. This includes 4,000 First
Nations, plus 12,000 Newfoundlanders.
A First Nations member of note was
Francis Pegahmagabow of the First Ca-
nadian Infantry Battalion, who became
the top sniper in the First World War.

In current times, we focus on the
Second World War, as we have veter-
ans still living who tell those stories. I
have attended events where these men
have appeared as speakers, and they
all confirm they were inspired to go to

war to fight genuinely evil forces. I have

read the diary of a Canadian soldier
who survived the fall of Hong Kong,

Two rifles from

the Boer War. Stock
carvings on the top one
indicate it changed sides
in the conflict several
times. The lower rifle
belonged to Canadian
Trooper Herbert
Loosemore.
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Dec. 8 to 25,1941, and was imprisoned
and tortured by the Japanese for three
years and eight months. I had the hon-
our of knowing this soldier and sharing
his horrid adventure. He was proud to

serve.
War is a tense, terrifying and grisly
business for those who take on the role
of soldier. We must remember them for
their valour and courage to serve. They
preserve our firearms heritage. "7

Herbert

Loosemore was
awarded this plague by
the Ladies of Toronto as
a tribute for his valiant
service in the South
African campaign.

SOURCES:

Wikipedia, Canadian Encyclopedia,
John Pullen (now deceased),

Small Arms of the Boer War, The
Canadian War Museum, The Royal
Canadian Dragoon Boer War
Archive
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Folitics

Bruce Gold

Governance By Survey

In 2017, the new Trudeau government
commissioned a survey from EKOS
to see if Canadians supported stricter
gun control in urban areas. One of the
reasons for this survey was the conflict
between the Liberal Party’s desire to
eliminate all civilian gun ownership
and the fear that rural ridings’ resis-
tance to this policy would cost them
seats. If they could get buy in from
Canadians on a rural/urban distinc-
tion in firearms law, they could adopt
firearms policies that would allow the
continuation of civilian disarmament
without losing seats, which has always
been their priority. Whether there
would be any improvements in public
safety was incidental.

How the study was set up is instruc-
tive. There were 5,560 responses of Ca-
nadians over the age of 18 from which
they calculated a statistical margin of
error. They did not report the number
of people who refused to take part in
the survey, an important indicator of
whether the sample was representa-
tive or only from a self-selected group
that was not representative of the
public. They then broke down their
responses by region, gender, age,
education, social class, settlement size
and political party. However, they did
not state how many of the respondents
were gun owners or connected to the
$9 billion hunting and sports shoot-
ing industry. Since this was not stated
or any indication given that it was
addressed, we can reasonably assume
that only 20 per cent of the sample
had any personal stake in the policy
or, more importantly, any significant
knowledge about current gun control
laws. These low-information respon-
dents would have no idea whether
the survey questions were a radical
departure from existing policies or any
knowledge of the criminological stud-
ies regarding the positive and negative
effects of gun control policies. The pro-
portion of respondents with little or
no knowledge of the issues indicates

that this is an exploration of political
options, not public safety.

No information was provided to
respondents regarding the costs of the
proposed policies, a critical omission
known to affect responses. Nor did
it inform respondents that making
criminal law dependent on location
was a radical departure for criminal
law in Canada. The survey asked
respondents if they supported a“strict
ban” on guns in urban areas. No men-
tion was made of the strict firearms
regulations already in place, robbing
the“strict ban” proposal of context.

The following EKOS report,“Here’s a
Simple Idea: Most Canadians Want a
Strict Ban on Guns in our Cities” (pub-
lished Ottawa — Dec. 4, 2017) summa-
rized the findings. Overall, the survey
found that 69 per cent of Canadians
agree there should be a strict ban on
guns in urban areas. Further, this ma-
jority support was consistent across all
age groups, male and female, settle-
ment size, party affiliation, regions,
education levels and economic class.

The Liberals followed up the 2017
EKOS survey with the 2018 survey,
“Reducing Violent Crime — a Dialogue
on Handguns and Assault Style Fire-
arms,” with over 135,000 respondents.
If the Liberals thought this would sup-
port the EKOS study and further gun
control, they were sadly mistaken.

This dialogue survey found that 81
per cent of Canadians did not want
more limits on handguns and 71 per
cent did not want more restrictions on
“assault weapons” (semi-automatic
sporting rifles.) Only 21 per cent
thought“more should be done” (not
a full ban) to limit access to“assault
weapons.”The 2020 OIC banning“as-
sault weapons” explicitly referred to
this 21 per cent as“Many participants
expressed their views that a ban on
assault-style firearms was needed.”
Worse yet, the survey revealed that
78 per cent believed the government
should focus on*“illicit firearms.” It also
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found that 66 per cent thought target-
ing criminals or stricter prosecution
of criminals, not law-abiding owners,
would be the most effective way of
reducing crime.

FROM SURVEY T0 SPIN

The EKOS report augmented their
survey findings with assumptions and
conclusions completely unsupported
by the survey’s questions. The report
began with a reference to press report-
ing”Canadians are never far removed
from a horrific story of gun violence.”
This observation subtly shifts the
ground from the issue of gun violence
to the issue of how the press chooses
to report violent crime — two very dif-
ferent issues. The fact that only three
per cent of violent crime in Canada
involves guns would suggest that the
amount of press coverage is not a good
basis for anti-crime policies. Whether
it is a good basis for political exploi-
tation is another matter. The report
then references the“ever-escalating
carnage in the United States.” Also
referred to is the“nightmarish carnage
seizing the United States.”This is
attributed as the”gun crisis in the
United States is an incomprehensible
stew of ideology and the profound
influence of the NRA.”In short, a gun
problem that remains unsolved due

to ideology like the Second Amend-
ment right to bear arms and a political
advocacy group effectively represent-
ing lawful gun ownership and use.The
author almost rejoices that these awful
restrictions are“largely absent from
Canada.”

One gets the impression they are
trying to say we Canucks are clearly
above such folly and virtuously eager
for anti-gun political solutions to our
violence problem, or at least three per
cent of it.

This little bit of American bashing
reveals an unquestioned, indeed un-
stated, presumption that violent crime,
or at least violent crime’s root cause, is



civilian firearms ownership. Unfortu-
nately, when the report goes on to say
the US is around the top of the list for
other advanced western societies suf-
fering from gun violence, they give the
game away. For starters, international
comparisons of violent crime are
almost always about homicide because
the definition and recording of crimes
other than homicides is so varied, it is
extremely difficult to do accurately.
The second problem is the signifi-
cance of method. Is a person stabbed
or beaten less dead or their death
less significant? Focusing on only gun
homicides is a political decision tied
to political agendas, not public safety.
As to the“nightmarish carnage,” the
US has about half the world average
homicide rate and some 90 coun-
tries have higher homicide rates and
much, much lower civilian firearms
ownerships. As to the cherry-picked
“advanced western societies,” Swit-
zerland had a much higher civilian
firearms ownership than Germany,
but Germany has a higher homicide
rate. These facts contradict the more-
guns-more-homicide theory and are
carefully avoided. International stud-

ies have long established that violent
crime is a cultural issue, not a private
property issue.

Being a Canadian study, the massa-
cre of women at Ecole Polytechnique
36 years ago must be mentioned in
support of ever more extreme gun
control. The fact that the Montreal
coroner’s report clearly established
the high body count was caused by
the Montreal Police remaining outside
and not lifting a finger to stop the
shooter remains outside acceptable
political discourse in Canada.To my
knowledge, the Coalition for Gun
Control, the political group founded
after the murders, or PolySeSouvi-
ent, have never addressed the issue
of the police response and its deadly
consequences, preferring to remain
focused on firearms. The coroner’s
report stated that the type of firearm
used had no bearing on the deadly
outcome.

THE EKOS SOLUTION

The report’s“elegant” solution, since
rural Canadians (and rural caucuses)
have concerns about gun control, is
to simply have different laws for rural
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and urban areas. The report proclaims
that“hunters will object but checking
guns out from a secure depository
should not be an undue hardship.”
Here, like many Liberal policies, the
logistical and legal difficulties simply
evaporate into“elegance.”The billions
of dollars (all borrowed at interest) to
actually do this are not given even an
afterthought. We can also note that
the report focuses on hunters, and
their important rural vote, with no
mention whatsoever of the $5 billion
sports shooting industry, presumably
because its lower voting numbers
make it beneath any serious political
consideration.

The EKOS survey and its Liberal spon-
sors reveal a political party singularly
focused on vote harvesting and happy
to use biased studies with unsup-
ported assumptions. Concealing any
realization that some Canadians want
fewer restrictions by censoring that
option from the survey is just part of
the agenda. One can see how such
practices, politically useful in the short
term, would lead to a party so discon-
nected that it now believes its own
spin and press releases. 7
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Canada’s only S&W option
BY BOB CAMPBELL
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In 1854, Smith & Wesson introduced
the .41 Magazine Pistol, The Volca-
nic. It was the first repeating American
firearm capable of successfully using a
fully self-contained cartridge. And in
an apparent nod to this milestone in fire-
arm design, Smith & Wesson designated
their first lever-action rifle as the Model
1854. No doubt, the company noticed
the surge of interest in lever-actions for
hunting and old west-themed shooting
competitions. However, I suspect a great
number are also purchased simply for
the sheer joy of firing and operating a le-
ver gun. And now with all the bans and
prohibitions in effect in Canada, it’s the
only S&W firearm available for purchase
in this country.

The Smith & Wesson Model 1854
bears some resemblance to the Marlin
lever-action and is therefore a strong
action. However, Marlin uses a different
design for their pistol-calibre rifles and
the S&W is more like the Marlin 336,
which uses rifle cartridges. The result
is a strong rifle that allows easy optics
mounting. By adding the XS Sights rail
to this rifle, we have a modern rifle ready
to take on whatever adventure one’s
finances and physical conditioning allow.

The rifle is available in 357 Magnum,
44 Magnum, 45 Colt and, as I recently
learned, the .45 70 Gov’t. I probably
would prefer the 357 Magnum for just
shooting, but it was the last of the three
generally available. I chose the 45 Colt
over the 44 Magnum for nostalgic and
practical reasons, including that I had a
ton of 45 Colt brass and cast bullets on

hand.I have since fired the 44 Magnum
and find it slightly more accurate with
most loads than my 45 Colt rifle. But the
45 Colt hits hard and seems right to me.
Smith & Wesson now lists 12 versions
of the rifle as being available, but the 44
Magnum version in stainless steel with
synthetic furniture is the most fre-
quently seen for sale in Canada. My rifle
is blued steel, nicely finished in a dull
matte with very nice wood furniture. The
rifle is priced fairly at about $1,800 CAD
in comparison with the modern Ruger/
Marlin or Henry competitors, which are
all good rifles. However, I do like the
Smith & Wesson best. A rifle I might
like better is the bespoke version with
beautiful high-grade wood and a deep
blue finish. It’s priced at almost $4,000
USD, but my tap is screwed too tight for
such expenditures. There is also a more
recently introduced Stealth Hunter with
synthetic furniture. I am certain it is a
great rifle and equally certain I like my
blue steel and walnut rifle better.
Overall, I find the rifle’s build to be
rock solid. Fit and finish cannot be
faulted, and the action is smooth. Re-
member to push the lever forward, not
down, and to bring it back sharply and
you won’t have feed issues. The sights
are ideal for a lever-action rifle, featuring
an XS Sights rail on which is mounted a
ghost ring rear sight, while the front post
features a brass bead insert. I like this set
up very much. The rifle can be unloaded
via a push/twist motion on the end of
the magazine tube. This removes an
internal tube and allows any remaining
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rounds to be dumped out, thus negat-
ing the need to cycle loaded rounds
through the action. This is a nice option
to have.

The Model 1854 uses an external
hammer and a crossbolt safety. The
safety can be engaged or disen-
gaged when the hammer is either in
the cocked or half-cock position. If
the trigger is pulled with the safety
engaged, the hammer will fall but
will stop short of engaging the firing
pin. Pressing and releasing the trigger
while securely holding the hammer
with the thumb allows it to be moved
to half-cock. Smith & Wesson recom-
mends the safety be engaged before
the hammer is manually lowered to
the half-cock position. There is also a
safety mechanism that blocks the trig-
ger from moving unless the operating
lever is fully closed.

The trigger breaks at under five
pounds, is quite straight in configura-
tion and feels clean. I think the design
is a good one, with smooth operation
and excellent reliability. The lever isn’t
a large loop type but rather enlarged
just enough for the shooter to enjoy
rapid, smooth operation.

The barrel is threaded with the
popular 11/16x24 thread. When firing
the rifle, the modern shooter must
become used to breaking the fir-
ing grip with every shot. No getting
around that. Don’t act like the shooter
in a bad cowboy movie and place your
hand outside the loop or lower the
rifle each time you fire. Keep the rifle
shouldered. You may be surprised at
how quickly you are able to keep the
rifle firing accurately. The loading gate
is a standard lever-action type and,
like most of the type, it will pick up
scratches from normal use.

If your hunting pursuits run to
medium game inside of 100 yards, the

SPECIFICATIONS:
Barrel length: 19 inches
Magazine capacity: Nine rounds
Calibre: 45 Colt

Action: Lever

Weight: Six pounds, 13 ounces

44 Magnum and 45 Colt cartridges

will do what they have done repeat-
edly and efficiently. You may find meat
destruction is modest and be able to
eat right up to the bullet hole, as the
saying goes. The 45 Colt features mod-
est recoil even with heavy loads. The 44
Magnum kicks more, but it’s also pos-
sible to use 44 Specials in that rifle. My
rifle will not bruise your shoulder even
with heavy hunting loads. The report
is nice and throaty, not a high-pitched
crack. I like that.

In general, the accuracy of the rifle
was constant. With a scope and proper
support, some loads will do three
minutes-of-angle (MOA.) Cowboy
action loads at just under 1,000 feet

LEFT: The stainless/
synthetic version
of this rifle,
chambered for
the 44 Remington
Magnum, is the
most commonly
seen Model 1854
in Canada.

BELOW: An
oversized loop, a
rail embodying a
ghost ring peep
sight and a push-
button cross-bolt

safety (just below

the hammer) are
SELGEG RG]

the Model 1854.

per second are in the four MOA class.
However, the Buffalo Bore Plus P load
is an excellent choice for hunting. This
325-grain load blasts out of the 1854’s
barrel at 1,350 feet per second. This is
as good as it gets for short-range hunt-
ing. The 260-grain load is also a potent
loading.You don’t need these loads
for most chores and will not enjoy
firing them off the bench, but they are
certainly an option.

I'like the 1854 rifle. It isn’t for every-
one, but it is a fine lever-action rifle
offering several choices, ranging from
traditional to modern. If you want to
own a Smith & Wesson, this is current-
ly your only option, and fortunately it’s
a good one."?
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Pinnacle of optical
performance.

ZEISS V8 NA riflescopes

Introducing the new V8 NA 2.8-20x56 and 4.8-35x60 riflescopes.

Designed for the North American long-range hunter, these scopes are available with two
illuminated reticle options, MOA settings and Ballistic Stop™. The premium optical system
incorporates SCHOTT and FL glass along with ZEISS T* and LotuTec lens coatings to deliver
92% light transmission, exceptional color reproduction and excellent target resolution in
all weather conditions. The ZEISS V8 NA has an extra-large eye box for quick target
acquisition, a compact 30/34 mm main tube, and an ultra-fine illuminated center-dot that
delivers daylight visible illumination for precision at any distance.

ZEISS V8 NA - the pinnacle of optical performance.

Distributed in Canada exclusively by Gentec International ¢ gentec-intl.com gentec-intI.com/brands/zeiss
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WINCHESTER

1907 RIFLE

The victim of being a one-calibre gun
BY JEFF HELSDON

hen the Winchester Model 1907

was introduced more than 100
years ago, it was leading-edge tech-
nology in auto-loading rifles. Today,
the gun is a mostly forgotten piece of
firearms history, partially due to the
fact it was only ever available in one
chambering.

The story of the Model 1907 started
a few years earlier with the Model
1903 rifle chambered for the 22 Win-
chester Automatic rimfire cartridge.
This unique rifle used a blowback
action to cycle the cartridges and laid
the groundwork for the Model 1907,
which also uses a blowback system.

The blowback action is what’s com-
monly used today in rifles chambered
for the 22 Long Rifle cartridge. It dif-
fers from other semi-autos in that the
breech is not locked. Instead, it uses
a combination of a perfectly weight-
balanced breech block, a recoil spring
of sufficient strength and a cartridge
loaded to perform within narrow
pressure parameters to make the gun
function. All this engineering is de-
signed so that the breechblock doesn’t
move backwards until the bullet has
left the barrel.

Upon firing a blowback action, the
spring compresses with the rearward
motion of the bolt. The extractor en-
gages with the spent cartridge and, as
the bolt moves back, the ejector tosses
it clear. After the bolt reaches the back

of its cycle, it has compressed the
spring, which propels the bolt forward
again, picking up a fresh cartridge on
the way. The original patent for the
blowback action was filed in 1901 by
Winchester’s Thomas Crossley John-
son, who also designed the Model 12
shotgun.

The Model 1903 became the first
commercially available semi-auto-
matic .22 rimfire, but it came with a
caveat. Because 22 Long Rifle am-
munition of the day was loaded with
black powder and the residue from its
combustion would quickly gum up a
semi-auto, Winchester introduced the
22 Winchester Automatic cartridge,
loaded exclusively with smokeless
powder, for this rifle. However, the
22 LR was soon generally loaded
with smokeless powder and became
increasingly popular. As a result, Win-
chester relented, dropping the 22 WA
chambering in favour of the 22 LR.

Around the same time, Winchester
became aware that Remington was
planning on releasing a big game-
suitable semi-auto rifle. Company of-
ficials were determined on being the
first to market with such a gun. They
accomplished that with the Model
1905, chambered in 32 Winchester Self
Loading and 35 Winchester Self Load-
ing.The gun used a blowback action
based on the Model 1903. However,
both cartridges didn’t have enough
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power for big game, with 708 foot-
pounds of energy for the .32 calibre
and 772 foot-pounds for the .35 calibre.

Later, in 1905, Remington released
the Model 8, a long recoil-operated
semi-automatic designed by John
Browning. It was released in four cali-
bres: 25 Remington, 30 Remington, 32
Remington and 35 Remington. As we
know, the 35 Remington still survives
today and is available in a variety of
different actions.

It’s hard to know what was going on
in Winchester boardrooms of the day,
but it’s likely executives were directing
their design team to scramble to come
up with a semi-automatic, big game-
capable rifle.

The result was the Model 1907,
chambered for the 351 Winchester
Self Loading cartridge. It was loaded
with the same 180-grain bullet as the
35 WSL, but, with a much longer case,
was capable of significantly more ve-
locity. Loaded to achieve 1,850 feet per
second, it produced 1,368 foot-pounds
of energy. This was over the 1,000 foot-
pound threshold of muzzle energy
considered to be an effective deer
cartridge, and the Model 1907 caught

on, but not to the extent of the Model 8.

THE1307 IN DETAIL

A noticeable difference between

a modern semi-automatic and the
Model 1907 is the action of the latter is
opened by pushing rearward on a rod
that extends from the forend under-
neath the barrel. The knurled knob on
the end of this rod can then be rotated
to lock the action open.

The 1907 weighs 8.25 pounds, putting
it on the heavy side. It was available
with five or 10-shot magazines. The
gun has a push-button safety in front
of the trigger guard and a button on
the side of the magazine releases the
box magazine. Swivels were standard
on the gun so the customer could add
a sling. The rifle was manufactured in
plain, fancy and police models and was
available with plain iron sights or peep
sights. Both straight and pistol grips
were available.

The rifle is designed to be a take-
down gun. By pushing a release button
on the top of the receiver, it allows a
knurled screw to be turned. Undoing
the screw allows the stock, trigger as-
sembly and magazine to be separated
from the forend and barrel.

One of the drawbacks of the Model

1907 was the forend was prone to
crack. Winchester solved this in the
late 1930s, releasing a heavier forend
that wouldn’t crack. At the same time,
a police model was released with a 20-
shot magazine.

Although the 1907 was targeted at
hunters, it had uptake as both a mili-
tary and police gun. It was used by the
French, English, Russians, Italians and
Americans during the First World War,
and it saw limited use in the Second
World War. Law enforcement, both
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The 1907 has a
ratcheting small knob that
holds the takedown gun
together. The small button
to the right of it is a lock.

The 351 WSL
was common enough that
other companies, including

Dominion, manufactured
ammunition for it.
It was only available in
a180-grain loading, but
jacketed and soft point
bullets were available.

DOMINION
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police and prison guards, also used the
Model 1907.

The Model 1907 even had a couple
of brushes with fame. An altered 1907
with a vertical grip on the forend and a
Cutt’s compensator was used by John
Dillinger and his gang members. It was
also used by law enforcement pursuing
him. More recently, Pierce Brosnan’s
character in the 2017 AMC series The
Son uses a Model 1907.

THE AMMUNITION

A semi-rimmed, straight-walled case,
the 351 WSL uses .351-inch diametre
bullets, not the .358-inch more com-
mon to .35 calibre cartridges today.
Also, the Model 1907 design was used
in its bigger brother, the Model 1910, in
401 WSL that came out in a larger bore
three years later.

Despite 58,733 Model 1907s being
produced, Winchester only manufac-
tured the ammunition for a few years
after the rifle was discontinued in 1957.
A production run of 50 years and more
than 50,000 guns is impressive, but
with the calibre only being used in one
gun, Winchester discontinued the am-
munition. It is still produced by small
manufacturers that target obscure and
antique markets. It is possible to pur-
chase reloading dies for the 351 WSL
and alter 357 Remington Magnum
cases to fire out of the 351 WSL.

MY MODEL 1307

My Model 1907 was inherited from
my grandfather. Unfortunately, when
I was young, I didn’t know about

the existence of the rifle to ask any
questions about its history. I was only
12 when my grandfather died, but I

did find out from my uncle that my
grandfather gave up taking the Model
1907 deer hunting in favour of shooting
slugs from a Winchester Model 12 in
16 gauge. There are some early hunting
photos with him and the gun, includ-
ing one with a bear he shot.

The serial number shows the gun was
manufactured in 1907. My grandfather
would have been 15 at that time, so I
don’t imagine he would have pur-
chased a gun that was more expensive
than a Model 94. In a letter he wrote
home to his parents while lying in a
hospital bed after being wounded in
the shoulder, my grandfather wrote,
“Dad, say we go deer hunting next fall.
Get the old gun in good trim.”

Was the Model 1907 my great-grand-
father’s gun? Or did my grandfather
purchase the semi-automatic in used
condition because of a difficulty in
using a lever-action due to his injury? I
will never know.

The bluing on the receiver is faded
but the barrel still has good colour.
Like many Model 1907s, the stock is
cracked. It has a Lyman sight on the
receiver, but there is a mark with no
bluing on the barrel where it looks like
there was a rear sight.

When I inherited the gun, it came
with a mostly full box of ammunition,
then a friend gave me a few more
rounds. I didn’t know how long it
had been since the gun was last fired,
but it was at least 50 years and could
have been 60 or more. I therefore had
gunsmith Mike Marques inspect the
gun and check the functionality before
heading to the range.

The gun fired the first shot, but it
was a little low. I made an adjustment

TOP LEFT:

TOP RIGHT:

and it was on target. The next cartridge
didn’t fire. After waiting two minutes,
I ejected it and saw the primer was
struck, so it appears the cartridge
was simply the victim of old age. The
1907 trigger had a lot of creep, but
broke consistently and crisply at eight
pounds, or maybe more as that is the
maximum on my trigger weight scale.
Through my testing, I found the
gun operated flawlessly when the
cartridges fired, throwing the empty
cases clear by several feet. My hopes of
reloading were dashed when I saw that
old brass was cracked at the mouth,
likely because the metal appears much
thinner than on modern cartridges.

THE FOLLY OF ONE-GUN CALIBRES

The 351 WSL was only chambered for
one gun. Although more than 50,000
guns were made, its ammunition is
scarce, only being manufactured by

a handful of specialty manufactur-

ers now. Knowing the problem with
one-gun calibres, I pay attention when
new cartridges are launched, but it
seems most cartridge developers have
learned from the lessons of the past
and don’t restrict their new chamber-
ings to just one firearm. 7

November/December 2025 www.nfa.ca 25



e R
" i rp, ok 2y Bt B

; i.%..fiuwhwwxvr ¥
i T i .ﬂnw....!ﬂ...:..p.woﬂ.“_.:...-.—.

n
N
o
N
.
)
a
1S
o
o
o
o
~
=
o
a
S
o
>
o
=z
-]
3]
o
N~
c
H
H
H
O
(o]




GRAY BOE
RIFLE

STOCKS

‘ N /hen a firearm enthusiast starts to
modify existing firearms or build
a custom one, an important choice is
the chassis/stock system. Shooters have
plenty of options these days, with price,
design, features and available inlets
some key things to consider. A few years
back, I came across Grayboe rifle stocks
(grayboe.com) while in the process of
building a semi-custom hunting rifle. I
wanted something with a more tradi-
tional feel to it, but I needed a modern
twist too, and that’s where Grayboe
came in. I purchased one of their Eagle
Pro models for this build and eventually
purchased another called the Phoenix 2.
Both stocks have seen plenty of trigger
time since purchase.

HISTORY

Ryan McMillan started Grayboe in June
of 2016 after spending years serving

in the military. If that surname sounds
familiar, it’s because McMillan Fire-
arms (originally McBros Rifles) was

a company his grandfather founded.
McMillan Firearms supplied firearms
and stocks to the military at the time of
McMillan’s deployments, giving him an
immense sense of pride.

The combination of experience, family
history, education and training allowed
McMillan to understand what goes into
manufacturing a quality rifle stock. He
also realized the industry was still pro-
ducing rifle stocks the same way it did
back in the ‘60s and ‘70s. McMillan knew

The people’s rifle stock
BY BRECON SATCHWELL

that he could improve the process and

felt he had to start Grayboe to provide

shooters with three things:

1. Rifle stocks widely available through
volume production.

2. Affordable rifle stocks.

3. Rifle stocks that are easy to buy.

As a result of his hard work, stocks
can now be purchased directly from
the Grayboe website and shipped to 83
different countries.Yes, some customs
paperwork is necessary, but they make
the process simple. Compared to other
stocks of similar construction and fea-
ture sets, the Grayboe stocks are more
affordable. Additionally, it’s a good idea
to keep an eye on their clearance page
or social media because they are con-
stantly putting items on sale/clearance,
making these a fantastic deal (it’s how I
got my Eagle Pro.)

RIFLE STOCK OFFERINGS

Grayboe currently lists seven different
rifle stocks on their webpage, with five
available for purchase at the time of
writing. The two others are under de-
velopment and may be available by the
time you read this. The models currently
available are Phoenix 2, Trekker, Eagle,
Eagle Pro and Flagstaff, with the Core
and Renegade 2 to be available soon. All
stocks are set up with different features
designed for different shooting/hunting
situations. Some are lightweight, mini-
malist stocks geared towards mountain
hunting, while others are designed for

long-range shooting in both hunt-
ing and competition situations. The
newest product from Grayboe uses a
Universal Mini Chassis (UMC.) This is
a newer style of stock design, combin-
ing traditional manufacturing methods
with an interchangeable mini chassis.
Pricing starts at $192 for the Flag-
staff, plus $315 for the required UMC.
The Trekker and Eagle cost $725, it’s
$823 for the Eagle Pro and $960 for the
Phoenix 2. These are Canadian dollar
prices but don’t include custom paint
schemes or bottom metals. Currently
they offer about 50 different inletting
options, depending on stock model,
including some left-handed options.
If you don’t see your required inlet,
reach out and ask them. Grayboe will
likely have something that fits.
Currently they offer about a dozen
different camo pattern/finish options,
again depending on the stock model
chosen. They also do runs of limited-
edition camouflage patterns. The best
way to get one is to watch the website
and social media accounts. A great
example is my Phoenix 2, which has a
Fiberwood finish. Most of the stocks
are inletted for an M5 bottom metal.
However, it’s possible to get some
models inletted for factory bottom
metals. Grayboe also offers three dif-
ferent M5 bottom metal options, so
the user can pick what’s best for their
needs and have it shipped with the
stock.
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EAGLE PRO
The Eagle Pro is an excellent combina-
tion of price, features and functional-
ity. It’s my current favourite hunting
stock and is inletted for an LH Rem
700 SA. It has a 60-degree M40-style
grip. The stock comes with five flush
cups for sling attachment, two on the
left side, two on the right and one on
the bottom of the buttstock, allowing
the user to carry the rifle in multiple
configurations and orientations. Two
sling studs on the forend can also be
used for a sling, for attaching a bipod
or when putting on an attachment rail
like the Salmon River Solutions Arca/
Pic Rail shown. The stocks come with a
one-inch Grayboe recoil pad that can
be purchased in different colours, and
the length of pull adjusts from 12.75
inches up to 14 inches with the use of
quarter-inch spacers. An adjustable
cheek piece is provided and comes
with a quick adjustment knob and
flush-mounted bolt. The barrel channel
fits up to a Proof Carbon Sendero, and
the stock weighs in at 38 ounces, vary-
ing slightly depending on the inlet.
Currently, my Eagle Pro is set up as
follows:
* ACTION: Pristine 6-Lug SA
* BARREL: Heller Arms EV-5
chambered in 308 Winchester
* TRIGGER: TriggerTech Special LH
* STOCK: Grayboe Eagle Pro - GAP
Splash finish.
* BOTTOM METAL: Grayboe DBM Hunt-
ing
* MAGAZINE: MDT three-round
polymer
* orTIC: CENTURI 3-12x44i
Super Compact

* RINGS: Adure PSR scope rings

In this configuration, it weighs
nine pounds, eight ounces, and
shoots fantastic.

PHOENIX 2

The Phoenix 2 is a true hybrid rifle
stock offered by Grayboe. It was
designed to be used at the range, as
well as in long-range hunting situa-
tions, and is a do-it-all rifle stock. I use
it predominantly at the range where,
combined with a Tikka action, a 6.5x55
stainless varmint barrel and quality
ammunition, this rifle consistently
shoots five-shot groups in three-quar-
ter-inch holes. This rifle excels with
Lapua 139-grain OTM factory ammu-
nition, and I use it for testing scopes,
bipods/rests and other gear.

Like the Eagle Pro, the Phoenix 2
includes the following features: five
flush cup sling mounts, length of pull
adjustment with quarter-inch spacers,
adjustable cheek piece and Grayboe
recoil pad. Where the Phoenix 2 differs
is that it has a more vertical grip for
bench and prone shooting. A built-
in M-LOK rail runs the length of the
forend and includes two additional
QD sling cups. I run an SRS Hunter
rail to allow for the attachment of Arca
and Picatinny rests. Fitting barrels up

RIGHT: Using spacers, the length

of pull on Grayboe stocks can be
adjusted to fit the user, while the butt
pad is effective at reducing recoil.

BOTTOM: Grayboe's adjustable
cheekpiece remains solid when

locked in place. Note the QD sling
attachment point, which is one of five.
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to and including a 1.250-inch straight
profile, this rifle stock comes in at 39 to
40 ounces, depending on the inlet.

Currently, the Phoenix 2 you see in

the photos is set up as follows:

* ACTION: Tikka T3X CTR

*BARREL: Tikka Stainless Varmint
chambered in 6.5X55 Swede

*TRIGGER: Tikka factory with Yo Dave

Spring

*STOCK: Grayboe Pheonix 2 - Fibre-
wood Finish

*BOTTOM METAL: Tikka factory

*MAGAZINE: NDr Shooting Supplies

Long Action five-round
*OPTIC: GPO 4.5-27x56 Spectra 6x
*RINGS: Adure PSR scope rings
This configuration weighs 11 pounds,

nine ounces.

I have spent a lot of time at the range
with this rifle and have tested various
rails, bipods, tripods and M-LOK at-
tachment points without any issue. The
stock is extremely comfortable and a
dream to shoot at the bench or prone.
If I were running a carbon barrel, I
would hunt with it.

_




FINALTHOUGHTS
When it comes down to it, I really like
the Grayboe product, both the tradi-
tional and non-traditional offerings.
While the left-hand inlets are great,
they seem to be just a right-hand stock
set up for a left-hand bolt. This means
I am unable to use the quick adjust-
ment knobs for the adjustable cheek
risers and must use a flush bolt. This
requires an Allen key any time I want
to adjust the riser’s height. I also wish I
could remove the bolt from the action
without having to adjust the cheek
riser. With both stocks, I am unable
to do so. It’s not a deal breaker, but it
does get annoying, especially since I
like to travel with bolts removed and
must adjust the cheek riser to do so.1

TOP: The Phoenix 2 is more
suited to range use, especially

in the rifle configuration the
author uses.

RIGHT: At 38 ounces, the
Eagle Pro stock is light
enough for extended carrying.

am also not a fan of the spacer system
used for length of pull and would love
to see something like the cheek riser,
but I know that would add cost and
weight to the rifle stocks and is more of
a personal preference than a negative.
The fit and finish of both stocks have
been great. The spacer system is easy
to install and fits the stock well. The
60-degree M40-style grip on the Eagle
Pro 2 is comfortable for both hunting
and bench work, being a good compro-
mise between a vertical and traditional
grip. The vertical grip on the Phoenix 2
is very comfortable and isn’t too large,
like other vertical grips on the market.
They offer left-hand inlets on some of
the stocks, which automatically gives

them a plus from me.

I think they are great value and
quality for the features provided, and
if you can pick one up off the clear-
ance rack or during one of their sales,
you’ll get an awesome deal. If you
don’t want the hassle of bringing a
stock in from the US, you can find
some at Hirsch Precision (hirsch-
precision.com) and I am sure if you
reached out with a specific request,
they would be able to order one on
your behalf. So, if you're looking for a
rifle stock to enhance your factory rifle
or build a custom hunting or competi-
tion rifle, look at Grayboe rifle stocks
and what they have to offer. 7
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SHOTGUN
OPTICS

Should a shotgun wear glass?
BY LOWELL STRAUSS




K8 VORTEX

A shotgun-
specific optic
like the Vortex
Viper Shotgun
Enclosed Micro
Red Dot with
a multi-reticle

option is an

excellent choice
on a tactical
or competition
shotqun.

he mallards cup their wings as
they make a final pass over the
decoys. I shoulder my shotgun and a
glowing red dot confirms the point of
aim. Boom - a duck folds. A second
shot — another bird. Ten years ago, a
front bead, solid cheek weld and gut
instinct provided the only frame of
reference for downing birds. Today,
optics are changing the shotgunning
game.

Shotgun optics are trending and for
good reason. Faster shots, real-time
corrections and low-light visibility
make them a clear choice. After using
an optic for wingshooting over the last
few seasons, I'm sold on its utility.

WHY OPTICS ON A SHOTGUN?
Shotgun optics excel in hunting tur-
key, deer, small game, waterfowl and
upland birds. Some shotgun action
sports permit the use of optics, so
it is not uncommon to see shotguns
equipped with red dot sights, holo-
graphic optics and even low-power
magnified scopes, depending on the
discipline and division. An optic also
makes sense for tactical use and wil-
derness protection.

Optics offer superior low-light vis-

ibility compared to a bead or fibre
optic front sight. For aging eyes, it
helps shooters see the illuminated dot
while still focusing on the target. This
also serves as a visual reminder when
the shotgun is mounted correctly. See
the dot, take the shot. No dot, no shot.
It’s simple.

Point a shotgun, aim a rifle. It’s the
mantra we teach new shooters. But
what if we could have a device allow-
ing us to do both? The shotgun, after
all, is a versatile firearm capable of
firing both shot and slugs.

Red dot and holographic sights are
not magnified, allowing both eyes to
remain open for range estimation and
target tracking. It makes them ideal
for dynamic shotgunning. And unlike
traditional shotgun bead sights, an
optical sight can be zeroed for precise
hits. Red dot sights are also parallax-
free, meaning the point of aim (the dot
or reticle) remains accurate regardless
of eye position behind the optic.

Together, a shotgun and optic are a
deadly combination, and gun makers
are taking notice. Some models now
come drilled and tapped for a scope
base or Picatinny rail; others go a step
further with optic-ready models that
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support specific red dot footprints
(the shape and hole pattern on the op-
tic’s base.) Upgrading to an optic on
these modern guns is a breeze.

It’s worth considering a few nega-
tives of running an optic. Most require
batteries, and a dead battery renders
ared dot or holographic sight useless.
However, the advanced technology
built into the units allows them to
operate for a long time; some boast
50,000 hours (5.7 years) of battery life.
It does this by shutting down when
not in use and quickly waking up
when it senses movement. Optics add
weight. For red dots mounted on the
rib, they change the balance slightly.

Sometimes, the point of aim and
point of impact differ due to stock fit
and shooter anatomy. From a bench,
centering the pattern is easy and
solves this problem. However, when
the optic sits too high above the bore
axis, and the factory stock is too low,
it causes an inconsistent or floating
cheek weld. There are ways to correct
this, too, which we’ll discuss shortly.

TYPES OF SHOTGUN OPTICS

There are three main types of optical
sights used for shotguns, and which
one to use depends on the game you
hunt or the course of fire.

Red dot sights are the most popular
option. The non-magnified and paral-
lax-free design is ideal for instinctive
shooting. Red dots are a cost-effective
way to equip a shotgun with an optic
for all-purpose use. Unlimited eye re-
lief means that with the right mounts,
the optic can be positioned anywhere
from the stock/receiver interface to
the muzzle end of a ventilated rib.

Holographic sights, while similar
in function, offer a distinct reticle,
enhanced performance and rock-solid
durability. Holographic sights are well
suited for tactical shotguns but are
more commonly found on rifles. They
withstand the rigors of hard profes-
sional use on either platform.

Low-power variable optics (LPVOs)
in the 1x-6x zoom range are a desir-
able choice for dedicated slug guns
where precision at distance is needed,
like deer hunting. LPVOs have limited
eye relief compared to red dot sights,
which reduces peripheral vision and
makes them a poor choice for wing-
shooting.

Choosing the right optic is about
matching your gear to the target and
shooting style.

Mounting a
red dot on the
shotqun rib is a
quick and easy
way to add an
optic. Shown
here is the
Warne 6108M
shotgun rib
mount and a red
dot sight.

MOUNTING OPTIONS

Adding an optic to a shotgun starts
with a mount. Weaver, Picatinny rails
and proprietary mounts attach to the
receiver using screws. Some shot-
guns come drilled and tapped from
the factory, while others, especially
older shotguns, need this step or an
alternative system to accommodate
the mounts.

Cantilever mounts attach directly
to the barrel — not the receiver — and
extend rearward like an arm, provid-
ing a mounting platform. They main-
tain the optics’ zero even after barrel
removal and work well for rifled
shotgun barrels used for slugs. With
this system, there is no need to drill
and tap the receiver. Cantilevers are
best used as an optics-only system.

A saddle mount attaches over the
receiver, wrapping around the top
like a“saddle,” and does not require a
permanent modification or changing
barrels. Aftermarket saddle mounts
are a suitable option for popular
pump-action shotguns, such as the
Mossberg 500 or Remington 870. They
are installed by replacing the factory
trigger group pins with longer pins
that secure the saddle to the receiver.

The Burris SpeedBead (burrisoptics.
com) is a unique mount that posi-
tions the optic between the stock and
receiver. It’s designed for the Burris
FastFire or similar red dot sights with
the Docter/Noblex optic footprint. It’s
a low mounting system that keeps the

line of sight just above the rib, allowing
for accurate and instinctive aiming.

Aimpoint’s Acro (aimpoint.com) red
dot is a popular option for shotguns,
and the shotgun-specific model, the
Acro S-2, features an integrated,
ventilated rib mount. It comes with
adapters that accommodate vari-
ous rib widths. The advantage of this
system is that it allows the optic to be
mounted far forward on the rib for an
unobstructed sight picture.

Warne (warnescopemounts.com)
makes a red dot shotgun rib reflex
mount (6108M.) It accommodates vari-
ous reflex-style red dot optics and fits
most vented rib shotgun barrels. As
an alternative to drilling and tapping
the receiver, this mount is an excellent
choice.

When adding an optic to a traditional
shotgun not designed for a higher optic,
you may encounter a problem where
the optic sits too high above the bore
axis and the factory stock is too low. This
causes an inconsistent or floating cheek
weld, and you end up chasing the dot
with your head. It affects consistency
and recoil management. The good news
is that there are solutions.You could
add an aftermarket cheek riser to raise
your head to the optimal height for
the optic or swap stocks to one with an
adjustable comb height. Some turkey
or tactical shotguns, for example, come
with an adjustable comb.

Another option is to use the lowest

@ KORT NIELSON/WARNE
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possible mount in combination with
micro red dots. Optics with integrated
mounts sit lower than two-piece
systems.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT OPTIC
There are several questions to ask your-
self before selecting a shotgun optic.

First, what is its intended use? Is it for
hunting, competition or tactical use?
Next, determine a budget. The quality,
durability features and ease of use vary
between entry-level and premium-
priced models. Choose between the
non-negotiables versus the nice-to-
have features. For example, do you
need an optic with an auto-on feature
or is a manual on/off switch sufficient?
Is your shotgun optics ready or does it
need to be drilled and tapped? Is there
an alternative way of mounting?

Is the optic durable? Enclosed red
dots, for example, protect the LED
emitter from the dirt that may dim or
block the dot. Fair-weather shooters
may opt for a less expensive open-
style red dot sight, while duck hunters
may need a waterproof optic. Will it
withstand heavy recoil? Does it come
with a warranty if something goes
wrong? What is the dot size? Can
you change the colour of the dot or
reticle? Does it have multiple select-
able reticles?

Research the brands and models
to narrow your search, then go to a
retailer and check each in person. Bet-
ter yet, try them at the range or in the

field if you know someone who has
one.There are plenty of options for
every budget.

FINAL SHOT

Shotgun optics aren’t just a trend;
they’re a practical upgrade. Whether
you're busting clays, decoying ducks,
hammering steel or hunting deer, the
speed, confidence and sheer enjoyment
that come with running a red dot are
hard to ignore. Bead sights still have
their place, but the growing number

of factory shotguns shipping drilled,

LEFT: Testing
the Aimpoint
Acro S-2 on
the range. Note
the adjustable
cheek rest raises
the shooter’s
head to see the
red dot while
maintaining a
good cheek weld.

BELOW: Turkey
hunters adopted
shotgun sights
early because
they help deliver
precise shots on
small targets.

tapped and optics-ready tells a clear
story: the future of shotgun shooting,
like rifles before it, is wearing glass.
But remember, technology is a tool,
not a shortcut. An optic won’t fix poor
fundamentals or a bad mount. Pattern
the gun. Practice your swing. Deter-
mine your lead. And remember the
follow-through. A red dot can enhance
your skills, but it can’t replace them.
So, mount up, hit the range and see
for yourself.You might find that add-
ing an optic is a spot-on choice. Don’t
worry, your bead will understand. 7
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MAINTAINING
OPTICS

Seeing clearly & protecting an investment
BY KEVIN WILSON

Optics are essential for most
shooters. From rifle scopes to
spotters, binoculars and rangefind-
ers, they all play an important role

in enhancing our experiences at the
range and in the field. Problem is,
most of us are hard on equipment.
Despite best efforts to preserve them,
our optics take a beating. They get
dropped, they bump rocks, they slide
off the dashboard of our vehicles and
we often fail to clean them properly.
Every year, my optics are put through
the proverbial wringer in the moun-
tains, the boreal forest and just about
every environment in between. So,
what can we do to protect them, clean
them and generally extend their life?
Before I offer suggestions, allow me to
share a few real-world circumstances
you may relate to.

FIELD ABUSE
If you hunt prairie mule deer, an-
telope or elk, you’ll know what I'm
talking about. The parched prairie en-
vironment of western Canada is hard
on equipment. After hours of wander-
ing around the grasslands or coulees,
it’s inevitable to end up with layers
of prairie dust in, on and around just
about everything, including optics.
My wife’s recent pronghorn hunt
was no exception. We’ve done many
hunts where we’ve spent days crawl-
ing through countless miles of sage
and stubble. Executing stalk after

stalk, our trusty binoculars repeatedly
ground into the dirt, dragged against
rocks and generally abused. Yes, bino
harnesses offer some protection, but
only to a certain extent. Often hang-
ing outside their harness for instant
access, and carrying a rifle, our focus
has been more on staying low and
undetected than keeping optics out of
harm’s way. By the time we return to
the truck, they’re a mess.

DAMAGE PREVENTION
On one of my last sheep hunts, I
remember inching along a narrow
outcropping, the entire time bumping
and grinding my binocular against
the cliff. It wasn’t intentional, but the
ledge was so narrow, I had no choice.
Cringing every time I heard it scrape
against rock, I had no option, it was
either me or my optics; the meager
ledge was just too thin to heed both.
Indeed, caring for optics is a priority,
but if you hunt hard, they will get wet,
dirty and abused. Our optics are tools,
and despite best efforts to protect
them, they are put to the test; just one
of the reasons why I’'m a firm believer
in investing in the highest quality
optics I can afford. Certainly, we can
take measures to protect them, but in
the end, what really matters is how we
clean, store and carry them.

If you take anything from this ar-
ticle, remember, dust is your enemy.
Two of the most important things to
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remember are that glass (regardless
of quality) hates it and not all glass is
created equal.

The quality of glass available in
today’s optics varies greatly, but so
do the lens coatings. Some are a lot
more scratch resistant than others.

In general terms, we get what we pay
for. Most of today’s optics manufac-
turers market their products, at least
in part, by boasting some manner of
protective lens coating. As far as this
is concerned, its buyer beware; in
other words, take the time to research
precisely what goes into the lens coat-
ing and gain some understanding of
how long it will last and how to take
care of it. How lenses are coated and
with what will have varying degrees
of value when it comes to protecting
the glass. As you research, dig into
how and where the glass is made.

For many decades, European glass
has gained and maintained a repu-
tation for its superior quality, and
this is still true today. Companies

like Swarovski Optik, Leica, Schmidt
Bender, Rodenstock — among others —
are world-renowned for their quality,
and their resistance to lens damage is
significantly better. Even still, without
proper prevention, damage can and
does occur.

Regardless of what glass you use,
it’s always a good idea to cover lenses
with lens caps when not using them.
Using neoprene or other protective
cases can help protect not just the
glass, but the bodies, as well. When
they were first introduced, bino har-
nesses caught on fast. Why? Because
they protect the binocular and keep
them reasonably accessible. I use a
durable Cordura cover for my back-
packing spotting scope and it does a
great job protecting it. Similarly, hip,
harness and backpack strap cases can
be lifesavers for protecting portable
rangefinders.

ACETONE?

A good rule of thumb when cleaning
any optics is to exercise caution. A
little can go a long way. Use proper
lens cleaning cloths and minimize
contact with each lens. Always avoid
any type of abrasion.

Several years ago, I had the privilege
of touring Swarovski Optik’s assem-
bly plant in Absam, Austria. While I
was there, [ had several interesting
conversations with employees, asking
them about their recommendations

TOP: Chest pouches,
commonly known as bino
harnesses, help protect
binoculars from the elements.

RIGHT: If possible, remove the
eye cups used to adjust eye
relief, thus getting full access
to the lenses for cleaning.

for cleaning lenses. Their
answer surprised me, and I'm
guessing it will surprise you
as well. We’ve all heard about
lens cleaning kits and, really,
this is a requisite accessory for
every optics owner, but what I
found interesting is that the universal
recommendation was to use acetone

as a cleaning agent. As I observed

the cleaning process done by those
best described as the professionals, I
noticed they would first gently blow off
each lens using compressed air, then
carefully fold and dip a small clean
swatch in a very small amount of ace-
tone. The key I think is moderation; use
only a very small amount. The qualifier
here is to never use acetone on what

I'would describe as lower price point
optics. In my experience, some simply
can’t handle it — not so much because
of the glass itself, but rather what the
manufacturers may use as a lens coat-
ing. I have heard stories about lower-
end optics coatings being damaged by
using acetone. So, my recommendation
would be to check with whoever makes
your optics first, before doing the
same. They may indeed have their own
recommended cleaning process.

.
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CLEANING PROCESS
As far as manual cleaning goes, use a
lens cloth with either a dab of acetone
or other approved lens cleaning
solution, work in a circular motion
from the center of the lens outward,
then gently spiral out to the outer
edges. As was demonstrated to me
by the Swarovski Optik technicians,
they would then follow this up with
a gentle blast of compressed air to
remove any residual dust.

Never drag visible dust particles
across any glass. With a binocular,
if you can, always remove those eye
cups used to adjust eye relief by
unscrewing them to fully expose the

lens. This is something that can also
be done in the field with some optics
products.

THE WATER OPTION

I'was also intrigued by their answer
to another simple question. I asked,
“Assuming most airlines probably
don’t take kindly to having acetone
on board, what is the best option if
you're travelling and must transport
your riflescope or binocular on a
plane?” Oddly enough, the answer is
water. I'll qualify this by saying that
many optics companies do not make
waterproof binoculars, so it’s best to
determine if yours are waterproof or

ABOVE: To ensure
maximum performance,
riflescopes need reqular
cleaning too.

LEFT: Form-fitting
cases can be a real
lifesaver for protecting
spotting scopes and
riflescopes.

water resistant before adopting the
rinsing technique.

A good friend of mine, who also uses
Swarovski binoculars, says he actually
takes them into the shower and gives
them a good rinsing. To reiterate, I
want to stress this should be done
with care, and only with waterproof
optics. Air drying can be best, but us-
ing a non-abrasive microfiber clean-
ing cloth can be ideal for wiping down
the lenses and even the body.

COMMERCIAL LENS CLEANING KITS

When acetone or water cleaning are
not an option, the next best and most
universally recommended method

for cleaning lenses is to use a com-
mercial cleaning kit. Compact bottles
of compressed air can be purchased at
most office supply retailers. Portable
lens cleaning kits are usually available
from individual manufacturers and
through camera stores and hunt-

ing supply retailers, as well. And, of
course, Amazon is an option if you
live in rural areas.

These kits typically include moist
cleaning cloths, a fine brush, cleaning
fluid and an ultra-soft microfibre cloth.
Remember, dust and dirt particles are
highly abrasive. Extreme care should
be taken to meticulously remove vis-
ible particles with a gentle whisking
motion with the fine brush and then an
equally careful wiping with the moist
cloths and, finally, drying the lenses
with the microfibre cloth.

STORAGE CONSIDERATIONS

Storing optics may not seem like a
big deal, but it is. Owner’s manuals
often point out that exposing optics to
extreme temperatures is not recom-
mended and, most importantly, optics
should not be left in direct sunlight.
To simplify, prolonged UV exposure
to direct sunlight can discolour the
finish and deteriorate protective lens
coatings. I highly recommend storing
optics in cases, the boxes they came in
or in cupboards. Leaving them out in
the open isn’t a great idea. Over time,
a layer of dust settles on them and
then even the outside requires proper
cleaning.

In the end, maintaining optics is
about taking those extra steps to
protect, clean and carry or store them
properly. Take care of them, and
you’ll extend the life of your optics
and protect the investment you've
made in them. ¥/
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FAKING
THE SHO'T

The exotic world of movie firearms

A selection
of movie
blanks on
an HK MP7,
including a
fired blank.

hen audiences watch the latest

John Wick, Reacher or Terminal
List flick, it is the action that anchors
them to their seats. Firearms are an
integral part of these action sequences
and an essential element in the story-
telling process.

So how are real firearms adapted to
fire blanks, cycle and create muzzle
flashes that simulate real gunfire?
And what safety protocols are used
on sets when untrained actors use
firearms? I reached out to Movie
Armaments Group (MAG), Canada’s
industry-leading supplier of movie
firearms, to learn about the special-

BY RON CRAIG

ized trade of movie armourer.

When I arrived for a tour of the
MAG facility, located in the studio dis-
trict of Toronto, I met up with Charles
Taylor. Taylor is the managing direc-
tor of MAG and a master armourer.
Nothing prepared me for what I was
about to see.

INSIDE THE MAG FACILITY

Entering the building, I passed by a
well-equipped machine shop, where
technicians were either working at
benches or testing firearms for an up-
coming production. Then we arrived
at a large vault, with a heavy, eight-

inch-thick armoured door. When
Taylor opened the door, it revealed
hundreds of fully automatic firearms:
AK-47s, M4s, Uzis and MP5s stacked
in neat rows. In fact, name a full-auto
firearm and there were multiple ex-
amples neatly organized into groups.
Along a wall, hundreds of handguns
were on display, from Glocks to
Berettas, with multiple examples of
each. MAG’s total firearms inventory
is an astounding 6,000 firearms!

We walked into another vault,
but this contained period firearms,
including Thompson submachine
guns, Lee-Enfields and a variety of
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Second World War vintage firearms.
As the tour continued, we walked
into another secure area. Here, neatly
organized, were hundreds of replica
firearms, including rubber guns.
MAG has a licence to manufacture
replica firearms, which in Canada are
prohibited.

“Anything that copies with near
precision a firearm that is not a fire-
arm,”Taylor told me,“is a replica and
therefore prohibited.”

CONVERTING FIREARMS TO FIRE BLANKS
Following our brief tour, I sat down
with Taylor and asked him how he
converted a firearm to fire blank
cartridges.

“Every firearm is different,” he
explained.“Let’s start with a Beretta
92.There are some minor modifica-
tions to make, including threading the
barrel to accept a blank firing adaptor.
Depending on the power of the blank,
we change the hole size of the blank
adaptor to adjust the pressure, as we
have now converted a Beretta 92 to
a blowback firearm.” Some firearms,
he explained, require more extensive
modifications.

For example, the Glock 17 requires
modification to the barrel, including
threading the barrel for a blank adap-
tor, plus alterations to the frame, slide
and ejector.

“What about full-auto firearms?”1
asked him.

“An Uzi can be as simple as thread-
ing the interior of the barrel and put-
ting in a proper-sized blank adaptor
to create enough pressure to cycle.”
Other full-auto firearms, he went
on to say, may require more work
depending on whether it fires from a
closed bolt, open bolt or if it is gas op-
erated. He told me an M-16 requires a
bit of work, because they operate via a
gas impingement system.

No question, converting firearms to
operate with blanks requires special-
ist knowledge that is specific to the
movie firearms trade.

BLANKS FOR MOTION PICTURES

But Taylor’s comment about blanks
raised an interesting question: what
kind of blanks does he use on movie
sets?

“They are very specific loads made
for us,” he said,”Some with flash
powder, some without. I order them
to my specifications, whether they are
quarter loads, half loads, full loads or

extra full loads.” He explained that the
terms half, quarter and full refer to
the size of the flash generated when
the blank is fired. He also described
the safety procedures involved when
firing blanks on set.

“The minimum safe distance when
firing a blank towards someone is
20 feet (six metres).”This rule, he
explained, is there to prevent injury
from unburnt powder or fragments
of brass as the blank is fired.“If we
encroach on that 20-foot distance, we
need to use a lower load blank.”

I asked Taylor how he ensures the
actors and crew are safe during ac-
tion sequences involving gunfire on
set. Taylor explained there are many
safety protocols in place to avoid an
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accident. To begin with, there is a
mandatory safety meeting. But other
safe handling procedures are used,
as well.

GUN HANDLING SAFETY ON SET

Before a firearm is handed to an actor,
the armourer will say,“This firearm is
unloaded and safe,” and will physi-
cally show that it is in an unloaded
condition. If it is dark, the armourer
will shine a flashlight into the cham-
ber, and any crew member who wants
to look can do so.

As soon as the actor no longer needs
to have control of the firearm, the ar-
mourer takes the gun from the actor.
This ensures the armourer is always in
control of the gun, or within eyesight

A selection of full-
auto firearms from
the inventory of
Movie Armaments
GROUP: top, an
HK MP5;
bottom right,
a Ruger MP9;
bottom left,
an S&W Model
76; far left,

an HK MP7.
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of the firearm while it is in use.

In some scenes, it is necessary to see
the actor load cartridges into a fire-
arm, so I asked Taylor what dummy
cartridges he uses. He told me his
company uses specially constructed
dummy cartridges that appear realis-
tic. During manufacture, a solid brass
“primer”is inserted in the primer
pocket and a BB is placed into the
empty case before seating the bullet.
As aresult, a dummy round can be
confirmed by shaking the case and
listening for the BB rattling inside.

The armourer removes these
dummy cartridges from the fire-
arm after each take and repeats this
procedure of checking each round by
shaking it as the gun is reloaded for
the next take.The actor handling the
firearm watches the armourer repeat
this process.

USING FIREARMS CLOSE TO ACTORS

But the most controversial aspect of
the movie armourers trade involves
violating gun safety rules by point-
ing a firearm at a person.Yet, in film,
guns are routinely pointed at actors
to create dramatic scenes. I had two
questions for Taylor: How does he feel
about pointing firearms at actors, and
how can blanks be fired close to peo-
ple without causing serious injury?

“If you don’t need to point a firearm
at someone, you don’t,” he replied.
“Sometimes the scene can be cho-
reographed so the camera angle can
be cheated and although it looks like
the firearm is pointing at a person, it
isn’t”

“What about John Wick movies,
where in many scenes the firearm is
fired at a person from a very close
distance?”I asked.

“When this is required, we use a
solid plug, where the barrel is fully
blocked. The gun is loaded with a
special blank, and will fire and the
case will eject, but the flash will be put
in digitally. In the John Wick movies,
90 per cent of the gunfire used solid
plug firearms, and the flash was put in
digitally.”

However, Taylor and Richard Corn-
blum, the president of MAG and a
firearms subject matter expert, have
developed a system that utilizes an
LED to emit a burst of light. This elim-
inates the need to fire a blank. Their
patented system uses a gas-operated
airsoft gun as a platform. During
editing, the momentary burst of light

As seen in The
Suicide Squad,

a Chiappa Rhino
60DS revolver
used by the
Harley Quinn
character and
The Joker's 1911.

is enhanced, creating a convincing
muzzle flash.

Cornblum explained that their pat-
ented LED system is capable of Blue-
tooth interconnectivity. This provides
an additional benefit to special effects
technicians.

“This technology provides the abil-
ity to Bluetooth the LED gun to their
firing box,” he said.“When the actor
pulls the trigger, the squib [a small ex-
plosive charge] mounted in a wall, on
a window or on a person detonates.”
This saves production time by ensur-
ing perfect synchronization between
the trigger pull and the effect.

MAG has supplied firearms to major
productions, including Suicide Squad,
Robo Cop, the Resident Evil franchise,
Reacher and has just finished work-
ing on season three of The Terminal
List. When I visited their facility, they
were providing firearms services to 14
productions.

And, as Cornblum pointed out,“If
we did not have these carve-outs,
these special permits, to provide
firearms to the film industry, Canada
would be shooting romance and com-
edies. The big-money, big-co-produc-
tion, big-action shows use guns.”

SPECIAL FIREARMS BUILDS &

CHANGING LEGAL LANDSCAPE

For Suicide Squad, Taylor and Corn-
blum collaborated with other lead-
ing companies to create the stylized
firearms used in the film. Contribu-
tors included Walter Klaussen, Special
Effects, Colpitts Design, Zev Custom

and painters from IATSE 873. This
ability to create custom firearms

is only possible because MAG can
import prohibited firearms (including
full auto), possess prohibited items or
manufacture prohibited firearms.

However, recently, the Liberal
government’s Order in Councils and
Bill C-21 have directly affected MAG’s
ability to provide services in certain
countries. Export of prohibited fire-
arms and items is controlled by the
Automatic Firearms Country Con-
trol List. The new Orders in Council
and Bill C-21 make guns that were
previously non-restricted prohib-
ited. As a result, MAG can no longer
provide prohibited items or firearms
to productions filming in Morocco or
Jordan.

Cornblum estimated that this
change will result in a $500,000 loss of
revenue for their company. Despite
this setback and an uncertain tariff
environment, MAG remains the major
supplier of firearms to the movie
industry. By combining their uniform
rental service, firearms inventory,
special props building and custom
firearms design, MAG offers one-stop
shopping for large productions com-
ing to Canada.

As Taylor told me,”If you can dream
it up and draw it, we can build it.”The
result is a full-service movie firearms
provider that can bring a script to
life, enabling filmmakers to tell their
story, and provide audiences with the
action that keeps them on the edge of
their seats. 7
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GOOD
GEAR

Five great products for shooters
BY AL VOTH

BENCHMADE EDC FIXED BLADE
Every gun owner I know owns and uses
knives regularly. And when it comes
to quality blades, it doesn’t get much
better than those from the Benchmade
Knife Co. With more than 30 years of
experience in building quality knives,
it’s not surprising every knife comes
with a lifetime warranty and a standing
offer to resharpen it anytime for free.
While I've been carrying one of their
folders as an everyday blade for many
years, I've been carrying a fixed blade
for about seven months now. The knife
is Benchmade’s new Dacian model, a
3.5-inch blade with a canvas micarta
handle that’s been performing perfect-
ly. It’s a slim, lightweight design with a

Alot of shooters are gear
junkies, and I'll plead
guilty to that charge. So,
just in case you're like me
and always looking for the
next piece of gear to make
the gun-owning life easier,
cheaper and more fun, here’s
a short list of some gear I've
found to be useful over the
last year. And with Christ-
mas not too far away, maybe
this will even provide some
ideas for your Santa.

spear-point blade that is unobtrusive
to carry. That blade is constructed of
MagnaCut stainless steel (60-62 HRC)
and the knife weighs in at 3.37 ounces
(95.54 grams.)

It holds an edge well, the handle is
durable and the design is practical
enough to do everything I've ever asked
of it, and it generates positive com-
ments when clipped to my belt. This
kind of quality doesn’t come cheap, so
buying one will make $400 disappear
from your wallet. If you're ready to try
an everyday carry knife with a fixed
blade and appreciate quality, this is
your knife. There are more details on
the benchmade.com website.
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UMAREX AVERA PISTOL

With the market in“real” handguns
frozen in Canada, we can at least still
deal in sub-500-feet-per-second air
pistols. But even if the handgun mar-
ket were unfrozen, the Umarex Avera
air pistol would still be high on my
list of toys to acquire. This is an in-
expensive airgun that’s surprisingly
accurate, cheap to shoot and doesn’t
require any licenses or permits.

The Avera is a CO2-powered, .177
calibre, pellet-firing pistol with an
eight-shot rotary magazine, three of
which are supplied with the gun. As
is typical of CO2-powered pistols,
the 12-gram cylinder is housed in
the grip. It’s easy to replace and in
my use has provided 120 full-power
shots of 7.4-grain lead pellets. With
it’s 6.6-inch barrel, my gun launches
those pellets at around 335 feet per
second. Operation is double-action-
only, which means each trigger pull
cocks the hammer, rotates the cylin-
der and then releases said hammer to
fire the shot. All this work means the
trigger pull is heavy enough that it’s
likely too challenging for very young
shooters. Teens and older should
have no problem.

The supplied sights are okay, but
since there’s a Picatinny rail along

the top of the barrel, I clamped a
Vortex Venom red dot to it that used
to live on a rifle currently sentenced
to Order-in-Council gun jail. Groups
shrank dramatically, and even though
the sight is far more expensive than
the gun, this pistol is worth it.

The only issue I've encountered
in my time with the gun were some
burrs on each of the magazines.
These interfered with magazine
rotation and increased trigger pull

44 www.nfa.ca November/December 2025

significantly. A light rubbing of front
and rear magazine faces across a
sheet of 400-grit sandpaper removed
the burrs and solved the problem.
Priced as low as $70 CAD, this pistol
is more accurate than it has any right
to be and tons of fun to shoot. With
some careful shopping, it’ll only
cost about four cents a shot to feed,
making it a perfect option for indoor
shooting this winter. See umarexusa.
com for more info.

ORORD HEATED GLOVES

Cold weather is no excuse to not go
shooting or hunting, so I've turned
to electrically heated clothing to
help keep the cold at bay. With
modern batteries, this type of cloth-
ing is more practical than ever, as
well as getting cheaper and more
reliable.

Heated gloves made by Ororo were
my constant companion last winter
while on the range or while predator
hunting, and I can recommend them
to anyone wanting to keep their
hands warm. Shooters, of course,
need a lot of flexibility in their gloves
to maintain a feel for the trigger,
and that’s where I’'ve found Ororo’s
Glasgow gloves excel. Offered as
liner gloves to be used under bulkier
outer gloves, they can also be used
independently when dexterity is
essential, and that’s how I've used
them exclusively.

Battery life is long enough to last
all day on the lowest setting, and ex-



cept for the coldest days, that setting
is all the heat I've needed. The gloves
are soft, inside and out, and com-
pletely silent. Each glove is touch-
screen compatible on two fingers
and the thumb so there’s no need to
take off gloves to work a phone or
camera. They have anti-slip material
on the palms, and the cuffs are extra
long. Lighted power level and battery
life indicators make keeping track of
these essential indicators easy. How-
ever, those LEDs are bright enough
to be an issue when hunting and
stalking into position in the dark. I've
blacked out mine with a Sharpie and
roll the cuffs back to hide the lights
until the sun comes up, when it’s no
longer an issue.

After a full winter of use, I'm seeing
no wear on the fabric, so I'm looking
forward to another winter with them
as my regular cold-weather compan-
ion. Price is about $180 CAD, but if
you subscribe to their email bulletins
a sale is bound to pop up, especially
around Black Friday. The website has
more info at ororowear.com.

5.11 RANGE READY BACKPACK

Not many gun owners live on

a shooting range, so we have to
transport our gear to the range in

a vehicle, and then probably even
move all that gear around to differ-
ent shooting bays once we do get to a
range. Purpose-built bags have long
been a good solution, but we are now
seeing the arrival of purpose-built
shooting backpacks.

A great example is 5.11’s Range
Ready Backpack built in co-operation
with Sig Sauer. It’s a roomy 38-litre
pack, designed specifically for shoot-

MOT PEANUT SHOOTING BAG

A fascinating byproduct of the cur-
rent interest in shooting precision
rifles from various practical field po-
sitions is the discovery of how useful
small support bags can be for steady-
ing the rifle. These bags are available
in a wide variety of shapes and sizes,
with some featuring specific, pur-
pose-built designs. MDT, a company
best known for its chassis systems, is
offering one of these bags; however,
its design means it can be used for a
lot of different applications.

Called the MDT Peanut Shooting
Bag, it’s a great example of one prod-
uct that can fill a multitude of roles.
I've used mine as support under the
forend of a rifle, as well as for stabil-
ity under the buttstock. It’s a good,
padded spot to rest a binocular on for
a steady view, and I've even used it
for support when testing handguns.
When the wind picks up, either in the

field or on the range, it’s handy to use
as a weight to keep loose targets or
notebooks from blowing away. And

it might even work as a makeshift pil-
low, although I hope I never have to
test that theory.

Available in two sizes, chunky and
regular, and with a variety of fills
ranging from heavy to light, mine is
the regular size with the lightest fill.
It’s made of 10 ounces of waxed army
duck canvas with heavy stitching and
a zipper closure to facilitate adding
or removing fill. The smallest, light-
est bag weighs in under 1.5 pounds,
while the heaviest is a sturdy 11.5
pounds.

I've had mine over a year and it’s a
favourite piece of my kit. Prices vary
depending on options, with the one
I've been using costing $140.You can
find all the details at the MDT web-
site, mdttac.com/ca.

ing range use. As you'd expect, there
are compartments, pockets, Velcro and
MOLLE-compatible webbing every-
where, making it easy to set the pack
up to a user’s specific requirements.
Some of the more notable features
include a flap that folds down, offer-
ing the user a clean place to disas-
semble a gun or magazine or just load
those magazines without exposing
them to dirt. The lower compartment
is big enough to hold a sturdy, locked
pistol case, and the zippers are even
lockable for an extra layer of security.
And there’s even an external loop that
can be used to hold a gun belt and
holster rig, something that is often too
bulky to fit inside a shooting bag.

The empty bag weighs in at about
4.5 pounds and will hold a lot of
weight with comfort thanks to well-
padded shoulder straps and a pad-
ded, mesh-covered back.There’s a
hard panel on the pack’s bottom and
internal fiberglass stiffening rods in
the front panel side seams to ensure
the pack can handle whatever weight
gets loaded into it and help the pack
retain its shape.

A grey colour with black accents
is the only colour option, but it’s
a good one as it doesn’t show dirt
easily and I think it looks great.
Price hovers around $260, and you
can find more details and photos at
511tactical.com. 7
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Turnin'-:g a successful hunt into something timeless

BY ROBERT SCHIMPF

n a recent winter morning, a

friend asked me to join him on a
coyote hunt. I eagerly accepted and, as
the sun peaked over a frozen horizon,
I put a bullet from a 22-250 Remington
into a large coyote. My friend showed
me how to skin the coyote and said,“If
you have ever wanted to do something
with a coyote pelt, this is the one to do
it with!”I followed his advice and took
it to a tannery to have the gorgeous co-
lours, long guard hairs and wonderful
softness preserved. However, I didn’t
really enjoy just having it as an oddity
in a back room to bring out occasion-
ally, and so the idea of making a hat
from it was born.

I found a few videos online review-
ing the principles of making a fur hat.
The one I found most informative was
by aYouTube poster calling himself
Sask Hunting, who has a four-part
video series showing the detail you
need for a project like this. So, in Feb-
ruary, I decided I'd attempt to turn that
beautiful fur into a classic coyote fur
hat. I've worked on a few projects with
leather before, so I already had waxed
thread, awls, needles and a leather
hole punch. Also required was a
square, a straightedge and a compass.
You may also think about employing
the use of a thimble. I inflicted myself
with a single deep puncture on my
index finger with my awl and it ached
for a week.

During the project, I stopped by
Tandy Leather to pick up a tube of
Barge, an all-purpose cement for
seam sealing that will stay flexible and
works well on leather. I also picked up
a quality winter toque to serve as the
upper interior lining of the finished
hat. I reasoned that the toque would
provide some stretch and comfort for
the fit, as well as would absorb any
moisture.

Gather cereal box cardboard or
posterboard to make a pattern for
every piece you'll need. Cut out and
label these as you make them, to
keep all pattern and fur components
straight. Before making that initial cut
into a beautiful pelt, make sure you've
planned out every step to the end,
and checked all the math and mea-
surements twice. Work out how the
guard hair/colouring/hair direction
will flow from one piece to the next on
the constructed hat, as well as from
front to back. As you make your pat-
terns, think about the concept of seam
allowance, knowing your sewing of
pieces together will shorten them. The
interior fur for the earpieces and back
skull component can be from the thin-
ner belly area, and you can combine
smaller pieces on the interior as you
may need them.

Start by constructing a pillbox type
of hat. Measure around your head
above your eyebrow line and add »
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two inches. This addition allows for
the toque lining, as well as the seam
allowance to the sides of the hat. This
modified circumference value divided
by pi (3.14) gives you the diametre

of the circle you need to construct

to make your pattern. Cutting this
circle from the neck area directly
behind the ears provides pleasingly
tall guard hairs. For the uppersides

of the hat, construct three rectangles
that are 4 inches tall and a third of

the circumference length each, plus
seam allowance. For an example, my
rectangles were 4 inches by 8.5 inches.
This upper exterior portion of the hat
is the presentation area, so take care
in considering where each rectangle is
cut from, as you’ll want your best fur
portions here.

At this stage, you can sew the
rectangles to each other (noting the
direction of the fur) along the short
edges to make a cylinder and then sew
that to the top circle. Coyote leather is
tough, so use a sharp awl to make your
holes and tie reliable knots frequently.
All sewing is done fur side facing fur
side as you work on the skin side of
the pieces. If you maintain the stitches
approximately a quarter of an inch
or so from the edge, the joints will be
straight.

Flip your pillbox inside out at this
stage and check on your work. It
should already be quite impressive
and if your stitches are even and tight,
you’ll be amazed at how invisible the
seams will be. Fair warning — if you let
any female try the hat on at this stage,
you will be quite stunned at their
instant transformation into Scan-
dinavian royalty and consequently
may find yourself with an order for a
second hat.

To construct the ear flaps and rear
band portion, measure how much of
an opening you’d like to see out of and
subtract that from the circumference
total. I made my earflaps 8.5 inches
long and 4.5 inches wide, and then I
made a rear portion rectangle of 4.5
by 8 inches. Use the compass again
for a uniform bottom round shape to
the earflap pattern.You’ll want the
outer fur side back portion to be a bit
longer than the corresponding inner
component so it overhangs, as the
bottom will not be stitched together
in the final assembly. Using the Barge
cement, generously seal all the joints
and stitching and let dry completely.

Once you’ve completed the outside
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Once the
patterns are
made, carefully
plan out where
each fur portion
will originate
from.

The
outer hat
portions prior
to being sewn
together. Note
the downward
direction of
the fur and
the lining up of
darker markings.




of the hat, cut out (and, if necessary,
meld together) sections from the re-
maining lesser quality fur sections to
use as the interior of the earflaps and
back band portion. Remember that
the inside of the pillbox section will be
lined with the toque rather than any
fur, so attach the tops of the ear flaps
and back section to the toque accord-
ingly. On the interior back section of
my hat, I can point out the barely vis-
ible blemish where I sewed the bullet
hole shut, a bonus feature that I quite
enjoy.

At this step, you’ll want to securely
stitch your leather ties along the
centre of the interior earflaps. As with
all stitching in this project, work on
the skin side and never the fur side.
When the two ear flap sections are
mated together at the end, these straps
will run out the bottom and hide the
attachment points. Ensure they’ll be
long enough to tie the earflaps up over
the top of the hat. I initially started us-
ing leather lacing for my ties, but I was
having a hard time stitching such thin
material to the ear flap. I ended up
making half-inch double-layer suede
strips that I glued together and made
the stitching holes with the leather
punch. I decided to stamp the tips of
these leather ties with the year I made
it and my initials.

Up to this point, the stitching and
construction steps could be leisurely
worked on with the hockey game in
the background and a snack close
at hand. That changes now, so turn
off the television and put down the
fermented beverage because you need
to concentrate.You have to work out
how to stitch a toque attached to ear
flaps and a back section (the inside
fur portion) to the outer hat and be
able to pull it all out through the back
section tunnel you leave unstitched. I
had to talk to a seasoned seamstress
colleague and model the performance
using the two halves and many small
document clamps to assure myself I
had set this up correctly.You have to
place fur against fur and stitch the ear
flaps together after running the straps
up the fur side, and also evenly stitch
the toque to the front of the hat. Do
not stitch the bottom of the back sec-
tions together because this becomes
the portal through which everything
gets turned inside out. Prior to reach-
ing in through this back section and
turning the entire project inside out,
seal all exposed stitching and seams.

This is the pattern
overview. The inner
hat will be inserted
and sewn to the outer
hat in an inside-out
configuration, allowing
for fur-to-fur contact.
When all stitching is
complete, the hat is
turned fur side out by
pulling it through the
open (unstitched) back
panel section.

RIGHT: The sewn and
seam-sealed hat just
prior to turning it inside
out. All stitching is done
on the leather side of
the pelt rather than the
fur side.

RIGHT BOTTOM: Ensure
the leather ties you make are long
enough to tie up the ear flaps over
the hat if you get too warm. Evenly
spaced stitching will make the seams
practically invisible.

Let this dry thoroughly to not trap any
solvent smells inside your hat.

The big reveal is finally here. Care-
fully pull the straps and the fur side of
the hat out of the unstitched back area,
brush it out and judiciously trim any
hairs obstructing your sight. You now
have a fine-looking coyote hat on your
hands that is windproof, luxuriously
warm and totally beautiful.

While I had certainly imagined this

hat would keep my head comfortable, men on your shoulders as you use this
I did not really anticipate how wear- elegant tool to shrug off the elements
ing it would make me feel. When the and harsh conditions of the outdoors,
temperature in Alberta plummeted, rich in old-school charm and practical-
I'would throw this hat on in the eve- ity. Even my walking posture improved!
nings to take the dog out for his walk, Heading out the door donning this hat
and it actually made me look forward seemed to be the catalyst I needed to
to the experience. I found the warmth push back the sharp edge of a frigid
and the feel of animal fur simply as- night and replace it with appreciation
tounding. You can almost feel the hand for the absolute beauty found in a cold
of previous explorers and woods- Canadian winter.
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Legal corner

Guy Lavergne, Attorney at Law

Newspeak, As Applied To Gun Control

he novel 1984, by British writer

George Orwell, is set in the
fictional country of Oceania, a
totalitarian superstate. To meet the
ideological requirements of the
governing (and only) party (the
Party), a language called Newspeak
is created. It is a controlled language
designed to curtail the ability of
people to engage in critical thinking.
In Newspeak, new words are created,
and existing words are given a
different meaning to reflect the
Party’s ideology.

In real life,”Newspeak”is also
used to refer to communications
emanating from corporations or the
government, meant to convey their
point of view, ideology or agenda.
Again, words and expressions are
used in ways that do not correspond
to the actual or commonly
understood meaning of such words
and expressions. Most often, the
targeted public does not understand
the differences.

What does that have to do with
Canadian gun control? Actually, quite
a lot! Gun control advocacy speech
and laws are rife with terminology
that departs from the actual meaning
of words or expressions. It is not
a coincidence. Let us look at the
actual meaning of certain words and
expressions versus their current use
in Canadian gun control discourse,
which, for these circumstances, I will
refer to as Newspeak.

ASSAULT RIFLE

REAL MEANING: If there is such a thing

at all, insofar as assault is an action,
not a thing, an assault rifle is a
modern firearm, chambered for an
intermediate power cartridge, with a
select fire option (semi-automatic and
automatic mode) that is fed from a
detachable magazine.

NEWSPEAK MEANING: In Canadian gun
control discourse, the expression
“assault rifle”includes any modern
sporting rifle, often, but not always,
featuring a semi-automatic mode,
with a detachable magazine,

especially if the stock is made of
plastic or painted black or green. The
appearance of the firearm prevails
over its functionality. The Canadian
government has even coined the
expression“military-style assault
rifle” to further emphasize that, from
their standpoint, such firearms are
inappropriate for civilian use.

GUN BUYBACK

REAL MEANING: In real life, a buyback
entails prior ownership; a sale
with a condition that the item sold
may be bought back under certain

“NFA

Newspeak turns

| low-powered

utility quns into

“military-style
assault rifles."”

i En noviangue,

des armes a

feu de faible

_ puissance
deviennent

des « fusils

d'assaut de

type militaire. »

circumstances. It is a contract,
requiring the agreement of both
parties, and entails the payment of

a price or other consideration that is
acceptable to the current owner as fair
compensation.

NEWSPEAK: Here, buyback is a euphemism
for confiscation or expropriation. The
government has prohibited the use of
certain firearms and made a vague and
unenforceable promise to eventually
pay (with no set deadline) something,
which may or may not correspond

to the fair market value of the item
confiscated, to current owners as an
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indemnity for the current confiscation
of their legally acquired property. By
calling it a buyback, the public sees it
as fairer than it really is.

GUN CRIME

REALMEANING: A crime where a gun was
used to achieve the intended criminal
purpose, whether it be intimidation
of the victim or causing harm to said
victim.

NEWSPEAK: In reality, whenever
government agencies refer to gun
crime, they refer both to real gun
crime (as above) and to administrative
infractions, also known as paper
crimes or victimless crimes. Hence, in
Newspeak,“gun crime”includes any
violation of currently existing criminal
law pertaining to firearms, such as
having an expired licence or incorrect
authorization, failing to register

a firearm with the government

or possessing a firearm at a place
where its possession is not expressly
authorized by law. The existence of

a wrongful intent or actual victim is
not a requirement. By aggregating the
two, it makes“gun crime” sound like a
bigger problem that it really is.

CRIME GUN

REALMEANING: A crime gun is a firearm
that was used or is meant to be used in
the commission of a criminal offence.
NEWSPEAK: In police statistics, the
expression“crime gun”includes

any firearm that was present at the
scene of a crime, even if it was not
used in the commission of the crime.
For example, in a case of a simple
fraud, it would include all firearms
possessed by the perpetrator, even
though each such firearm may have
been locked up at the time the offense
was committed and never meant to

be used. It also includes all firearms
illegally possessed by a person, due

to an expired licence or deficient
paperwork. This allows police and
other government agencies to pad
their statistics in respect of the number
of firearms seized and takes the focus
away from their inability to find actual
crime guns.

OUT ON THE STREET

REAL MEANING: Guns are out on the street
if they are possessed in a public,
unregulated setting, whether for

smuggling or other criminal purposes.

NEWSPEAK: Prior to the so-called
“military-style assault rifle” ban,
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that expression was used to refer to
modern sporting firearms acquired
by vetted owners, after authorization
by the Canadian Firearms Program.
Those firearms could not legally

be carried in a loaded state, and
they were subject to stringent use
and storage requirements that
were universally complied with. By
qualifying these firearms as being
“out on the street,” the government
made it sound like a problem that
required addressing.

GUN CONTROL

REAL MEANING: Ideally, the purpose of
gun control should be to preclude
criminals from having access to
firearms, while allowing the legal
use and possession of firearms by
non-criminals for lawful purposes,
including shooting and hunting.
NEWSPEAK: In reality, gun control consists
mostly of restrictions pertaining to
the legal use of firearms. Gun control
criminalizes individuals with no
wrongful intent, if they fail to abide by
any single aspect of said restrictions.
In Canada, the focus of gun control
causes available police resources to
constantly monitor compliance by
licensed gun owners, while mostly
ignoring actual criminal activities
such as gun smuggling, trafficking
and usage of firearms by gang
members and other criminals.

HIGH-CAPACITY MAGAZINE

REAL MEANING: A cartridge magazine, the
capacity of which exceeds the capacity
of the standard magazine of the
firearm in question.

NEWSPEAK: A cartridge magazine, the
capacity of which exceeds the number
of cartridges the government thinks

is already too much for your firearm,
including one that has been altered to
reduce its original capacity to comply
with what the government thinks is
appropriate, even though you have no
intent to restore its original capacity.

SNIPER RIFLE

REAL MEANING: A rifle meant to be used by
a military sniper, as opposed to a battle
rifle.

NEWSPEAK: Any rifle equipped with
telescopic sights.

VARIANT

REAL MEANING: Something that is
derived from or shares a significant
proportion of key elements with
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something else.

NEWSPEAK: Something that an
uneducated person may think
remotely looks like something else,
even though it shares no common
elements and is not derived
therefrom.

GUN VIOLENCE

REAL MEANING: A violent crime entailing
the use of a firearm by the perpetrator
for inflicting harm upon the victim.

In most gun violence instances, the
perpetrator and the victim have ties
to criminal activity, often to organized
crime.

NEWSPEAK: Gun violence is presented as a
gun problem, i.e. a direct consequence
of the legal availability of firearms.
The focus is on the inanimate

object used to inflict harm upon an
unsuspecting victim, without further
context. The fact that one or both the
victim and perpetrator may have ties
to criminal activity, or even organized
crime, is passed under silence, as

is the fact that the firearm used to
perpetrate the crime was procured
illegally. The message is that gun
violence is a gun problem, when in
fact it is a manifestation of violence.

CONCLUSION

By controlling the message and the
language used to convey the message,
the government takes away the
public’s ability to engage in critical
thinking.

In Canada, gun control is not about
enhancing public safety. Rather, it has
become a political tool. It is a wedge
issue in which people are called
upon to throw their support behind
a specific position because of fears,
feelings and emotions, as opposed to
facts and reason. It is a tool capitalizing
upon the fears of the uneducated and
turning those fears into votes. It has
the additional benefit of deflecting
attention from the Government’s
failures and shortcomings.

As to the actual gun violence, it
feeds the anxiety of the uneducated
and those incapable of critical
thinking, often because they have
been rendered so through a carefully
crafted message. If the root causes
of gun violence were addressed, it
would go a long way towards killing
the narrative that more gun control is
needed. Would it be cynical to suggest
that some issues are left unaddressed
on purpose? 7
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RUubrique Juridique

Par Guy Lavergne, Avocat

La Noviangue, Telle Qu'appliguee
Au Controle Des Armes A Feu

« 1984 )), un roman du romancier

britannique George Orwell, se déroule
en Océanie, un super—Etat totalitaire
fictif. Pour répondre aux exigences
idéologiques du parti unique au
pouvoir (le « Parti »), une langue
appelée novlangue est créée. Il s’agit
d’un langage congu pour réduire la
capacité des gens a s’engager dans la
pensée critique. Dans la novlangue, de
nouveaux mots sont créés, et les mots
existants regoivent un sens différent
pour refléter I'idéologie du Parti.

Dans la vraie vie, le terme « novlangue
» est également utilisé pour désigner
des communications émanant
d’entreprises ou du gouvernement,
destinées a transmettre leur point de
vue, leur idéologie ou leur programme.
Encore une fois, les mots et les
expressions sont utilisés d’une maniere
qui ne correspond pas au sens réel ou
communément accepté de ces mots et
expressions. La plupart du temps, le
public ciblé ne saisit pas es différences.
Qu’est-ce que cela a a voir avec le
contréle des armes a feu au Canada ?
En fait, beaucoup! Le discours et

les lois sur le contréle des armes a

feu regorgent de terminologie qui
s’écarte du sens réel des mots ou

des expressions. Ce n’est pas une
coincidence. Examinons le sens réel
de certains mots et expressions, par
rapport a leur utilisation actuelle dans
le discours canadien sur le contréle
des armes a feu, que j’appellerai la «
novlangue » pour les circonstances.

FUSIL D’ASSAUT

SIGNIFICATION REELLE: S”il existe une telle
chose, dans la mesure ou « ’assaut

» est une action, pas une chose, un

« fusil d’assaut » est une arme a

feu moderne, chambrée pour une
cartouche de puissance intermédiaire,
avec une option de tir en mode semi-
automatique ou automatique, qui

est alimentée & partir d’un chargeur
détachable.

EN NOVLANGUE: Dans le discours canadien
sur le contrdle des armes a feu,
I'expression « fusil d’assaut » comprend

tout fusil de sport moderne souvent,
mais pas nécessairement, doté d’un
mode semi-automatique, avec un
chargeur amovible, surtout si sa crosse
est en plastique ou peinte en noir

ou en vert. Capparence de ’arme a
feu I’'emporte sur sa fonctionnalité.

Le gouvernement canadien a méme
inventé ’expression « fusil d’assaut
de style militaire » pour davantage
souligner que, de son point de vue, de
telles armes a feu sont inappropriées
pour un usage civil.

RACHAT D’ARMES A FEU

SIGNIFICATION REELLE: Dans la vraie vie, un
rachat implique un droit de propriété
préalable; une vente a la condition
que l'article vendu puisse étre racheté
dans certaines circonstances. Il s’agit
d’un contrat, qui nécessite ’accord des
deux parties et implique le paiement
d’un prix ou d’une autre contrepartie
acceptable par le propriétaire actuel a
titre de compensation équitable.
NOVLANGUE: Ici, le terme « rachat » est

un euphémisme pour désigner la
confiscation ou ’expropriation. Le
gouvernement a d’abord interdit
I'utilisation de certaines armes a feu
et a fait une promesse vague et non
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Forced confiscation of private property is calle

a "“buyback” to make it more palatable.

La confiscation forcée de biens personnels
est appelée « rachat » pour la rendre plus

acceptable aupreés du public.

contraignante de payer éventuellement
(sans échéance ferme) quelque chose,
qui peut ou non correspondre a la juste
valeur marchande de l'objet confisqué,
aux propriétaires actuels, a titre
d’indemnisation pour la confiscation
de leurs biens légalement acquis.
Lutilisation du mot « rachat » embellit
la réalité pour le grand public, qui
aurait pu autrement étre choqué.

CRIMES IMPLIQUANT DES ARMES A FEU
SIGNIFICATION REELLE: Un crime ot une arme
a feu a été utilisée pour atteindre
I'objectif criminel visé, qu’il s’agisse
d’intimider la victime ou de causer du
tort a cette victime.

En réalité, chaque fois que les agences
gouvernementales font référence a des
« crimes impliquant des armes a feu
», elles réféerent a la fois a des crimes
réels commis avec des armes a feu
(comme ci-dessus) et a des infractions
administratives, également connues
sous le nom de crimes sur papier ou de
crimes sans victime. Par conséquent, en
novlangue, le terme « crime impliquant
une arme a feu » comprend toute
violation du droit pénal actuellement
en vigueur en matiére d’armes a feu,
comme le fait d’avoir un permis expiré

www.nfa.ca 53



X 4

ou une autorisation incorrecte, de ne pas
enregistrer une arme a feu aupres du
gouvernement ou de posséder une arme
a feu dans un endroit ot sa possession
n’est pas expressément autorisée par la
loi. U'existence d’une intention fautive
ou d’une victime réelle n’est pas requise.
En agrégeant les deux catégories, cela
donne I'impression que la « criminalité
impliquant les armes a feu » est un
probléme plus important qu’elle ne I'est
réellement.

ARME A FEU RELIEE A UN CRIME

SIGNIFICATION REELLE: Une « arme a feu reliée

a un crime » est une arme a feu qui a été
utilisée ou qui est destinée a étre utilisée
lors de la perpétration d’une infraction
criminelle.

NOVLANGUE: Dans les statistiques policieres,
I’expression « arme a feu reliée a un
crime » comprend toute arme a feu

qui était présente sur les lieux d’un
crime, méme si elle n’a pas été utilisée
lors de la perpétration du crime. Par
exemple, dans le cas d'une fraude
simple, il s’agirait de toutes les armes a
feu possédées par I'auteur de la fraude,
méme si chacune de ces armes a feu était
verrouillée au moment ot I'infraction a
été commise et n’a jamais été destinée a
étre utilisée. Cela comprend également
toutes les armes a feu détenues
illégalement par une personne, en raison
d’un permis expiré ou de documents
insuffisants. Cela permet a la police et a
d’autres organismes gouvernementaux
d’étoffer leurs statistiques en ce qui
concerne le nombre d’armes a feu saisies
et détourne l’attention de leur incapacité
a trouver des armes a feu réellement
utilisées a des fins criminelles.

SUR LARUE

SIGNIFICATION REELLE: Les armes & feu sont
«sur la rue » si elles sont réellement
possédées dans un cadre public et
non réglementé, que ce soit pour

la contrebande ou a d’autres fins
criminelles.

NOVLANGUE: Avant l'interdiction des

« fusils d’assaut de type militaire »,
cette expression était utilisée pour
désigner les armes a feu sportives
modernes acquises légalement par
des propriétaires possédant un permis
délivré en vertu Programme canadien
des armes a feu. Ces armes a feu étaient
soumises a des exigences strictes en
matiere d’utilisation et d’entreposage
qui étaient presque universellement
respectées. En prétendant que ces

armes a feu étaient « sur la rue », le
gouvernement a donné I'impression
qu’il s’agissait d’un probleme grave de
sécurité publique qui devait étre réglé.

CONTRALE DES ARMES A FEU

SENS REEL: Idéalement, l'objectif du contréle
des armes a feu devrait étre d’empécher
les criminels d’avoir accés aux armes a
feu, tout en permettant 'utilisation et

la possession légale d’armes a feu par
des non-criminels a des fins 1égales, y
compris le tir et la chasse.

NOVLANGUE: En réalité, le controle des
armes a feu prévoit principalement

des restrictions relatives a I'utilisation
légale des armes a feu. Le controle des
armes a feu criminalise les individus
sans intention répréhensible, s’ils ne
respectent pas I'un ou I'autre des aspects
de ces restrictions. Au Canada, ’accent
mis sur le contréle des armes a feu fait
en sorte que les ressources policiéres
disponibles sont constamment utilisées
pour la surveillance de la conformité par
les propriétaires d’armes a feu titulaires
d’un permis, tout en ignorant la plupart
du temps les activités criminelles réelles
telles que la contrebande d’armes a feu,
le trafic et I'utilisation d’armes a feu

par des membres de gangs et d’autres
criminels.

CHARGEUR HAUTE CAPACITE

SIGNIFICATION REELLE: Un chargeur dont la
capacité dépasse la capacité du chargeur
standard de ’arme a feu en question.
NOVLANGUE: Un chargeur dont la capacité
dépasse le nombre de cartouches que le
gouvernement juge déja trop élevé pour
votre arme a feu, y compris celle d'un
chargeur standard qui a été modifié pour
réduire sa capacité d’origine afin de se
conformer a ce que le gouvernement
juge approprié, méme si vous n’avez

pas l'intention de rétablir sa capacité
d’origine.

Fusil De Tireur D’élite

SIGNIFICATION REELLE: une arme & feu destinée
a étre utilisée par un tireur d’élite
militaire, par opposition a un fusil de
combat.

NOVLANGUE: Tout fusil équipé d’un viseur
télescopique.

VARIANTE

SIGNIFICATION REELLE: Quelque chose qui est
dérivé ou qui partage une proportion
significative d’éléments clés avec
quelque chose d’autre.

NOVLANGUE: Quelque chose qu'une
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personne non informée peut confondre
avec quelque chose d’autre, méme s’il ne
partage aucun élément commun et n’en
est pas dérivé.

VIOLENCE ARMEE

SIGNIFICATION REELLE: Un crime violent
impliquant l'utilisation d’une arme a

feu par son auteur pour intimider ou
infliger des blessures a la victime. Dans
la plupart des cas de violence armée,
I'auteur et la victime ont des liens avec
des activités criminelles, souvent avec le
crime organisé.

NOVLANGUE: La violence armée est présentée
comme un probléme d’armes a feu,
c’est-a-dire une conséquence directe

de la disponibilité l1égale des armes a
feu. 'accent est mis sur I’objet inanimé
utilisé, sans autre contexte. Le fait que
I'une ou l'autre de la victime et de
I'auteur ait des liens avec des activités
criminelles, voire le crime organisé, est
passé sous silence, tout comme le fait
que 'arme a feu utilisée pour commettre
le crime a presque toujours été obtenue
illégalement. Le message est que la
violence armée est un probleme d’armes
a feu, alors qu’en fait, il s’agit d’'un
probleme de criminalité.

REFLEXIONS FINALES

En contrélant le message et le

langage utilisé pour le transmettre, le
gouvernement prive le public de la
capacité de faire preuve d’esprit critique.
Au Canada, le controle des armes a

feu ne vise pas a améliorer la sécurité
publique. Au contraire, il est devenu un
outil politique. Il s’agit d"un sujet clivant
qui appelle les gens a prendre parti

en fonction de leurs peurs, sentiments
et émotions, plutdt qu’en fonction des
faits et de la raison. C’est un outil qui
capitalise sur les peurs des gens mal
renseignés et transforme ces peurs en
votes. Il a I'avantage supplémentaire de
détourner I’attention des échecs et des
lacunes du gouvernement.

Quant a la violence armée proprement
dite, elle nourrit ’anxiété de ceux qui
sont incapables de pensée critique,
souvent parce qu’ils 'ont été rendus par
un message trompeur soigneusement
congu. Si les causes réelles de la violence
armée étaient réellement abordées, cela
minerait le discours officiel selon lequel
davantage de controle des armes a feu
est toujours nécessaire. Est-ce cynique
de suggérer que cette omission est
intentionnelle? 7
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